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Eden Roc’s 17456 for Berle Presages 
Hot Talent Bids by Miami B’ch Hotels 


Miami Beach, Aug. 14. + 


The Miami Beach hotels are 
readying to pick up the battle for 
name attractions right where the 
Florida night clubs left off. The 
battle has started with a coup 
pulled by the Eden Roc, which 
has signed Milton Berle for a re- 
ported $17,500 weekly for January, 
and with all hotels now starting to 





shop around for winter availabili- 
ties 
‘he $17,500 price is an indica- | 
tion that money will be no object |} 
this season. The price rivals those | 
which were being paid by the | 
niteries before the bulk of inure | 
gave up. There have been higher | 
prices shelled out in the Miami | 
Beach area, including $22,000 for | 
Danny Kaye, and Maurice Che- 
valier also got a higher stipend, 
for a week, but the Lip, during his 
engage ment, was paid each night 
The Eden Roc price for Berle is 


believed to be the highest ever for 


ll. He's been at that hotel pre- 
viously 

The upgraded prices for talent, 
at least fof the Eden Roc, comes at | 
a time when the competition will 
be fiercer. They are attempting | 
to tie up top names to avert being | 
labeled “last year’s hotel” a fate 
which usually befalls a major inn 
when a newie is built. The use of 
top names is designed to provide 

(Continued on page 59) 


a local hostelry. 
The Fontainebleau has bought | 
Tony Martin for Feb. 19 to March | 
| 





Near-Riot in Houston | 


As Police Nix Dancing | 
By Negroes at R&R’ er 


Houston, Aug. 14. 

A riot among 400 whites and 
1,000 Negroes was narrowly avert- 
ed here Sunday (12) night after | 
Cisagreement over just which part 





of the audience—white or Negro— 
Would be allowed to dance at a 
rock ’n’ roll session put on by Fats 
D no. Thirty policemen were 
Called to disperse the angry, 
paan iping crowd of several thou- 
vena persons, many of whom gath- 
‘ the boxoffice and demand- 
e eir money back. 
Houston City Auditorium was | 
Packed with teenagers in segre- | 
ay sections when youngsters | 
) 


. n both groups flipped into the | 
Sles, 


| 


made their way to the dance | 
floor and started bopping. At this 
Point a Negro policeman stepped 
in front of the Domino ensemble, 
Srabbed a microphone and di- 
hes the dancers back to their 
fats. The erush for refunds began 
When a second policeman—white— 
announced that the dance arrange- 
ra i had been changed, that only 
Whites would be allowed on the 
ag This was unusual because in 
‘© past when Negro units per- 


(Continued on page 18) 








| NBC 


|comply with contract. 


| Frank St. Leger, former conductor, 


‘Peepie’ Creeps In 

First official recognition for 
some of the electronic lexi- 
cography emanating from the 
political conventions came yes- 
terday (Tues.) from Thorn- 
dyke-Barnhart, the dictionary 
division of Doubleday & Co., 
which called NBC-TV for a 
definition of the ‘‘creepie-pee- 
pie” for use in its next edition. 

“Creepie”’ the network’s 
new RCA battery - powered 
four-pound camera and 15- 
pound battery pack which en- 


1S 











GAMPAIGN TUNES 
OVER THE YEAR 


By JIM WALSH 


The economics of the music busi- 
ness have finally caught up to the 
traditional campaign song. Once 
a powerful political weapon, as 
well as a prolific moneymaker- for 
its authors and publishers, the lat- 
terday electronic-era campaign 
song has faded, with occasional ex- 
ceptions, into near oblivion. Topi- 
cal sengs don’t pay off anymore, 





and can anything be more topical | 


than a song which is useless once 
the campaign is over and the votes 
counted? 


ables the cameraman to trans- This year’s songs take the form 
mit from the hand-held camera of a music-and-lyrics rewrite for 
without use of cables. It was | the GOP and a new set of lyrics 
unveiled at the conventions | for a standard for the Dems. The | 
——~mmes | Republican theme is Irving Ber- 

|lin’s “Ike for Four More Years,” 

|an encore and in the same idiom 

York Sues NBC (also almost same tune) as his 1952 
“I Like Ike,” which Berlin will 


For $3,000,000 


On Nix of M&L 


Hollywood, 


York Pictures filed a $3,000,000 
breach of contract suit against} 
in Federal Court charging 
that the network repudiated a con- 
tract it had with the indie firm for 
services of Martin & Lewis. Com- 


Aug. 14. 


| edy team is under contract to York. 


Comics also are partners in firm, | 
along with Paramount and others. | 

Indicated suit is based on NBC 
having believed publicity anent 


splitup of team and not bothering 
to -check Instead, action alleges, 
NBC notified York it wouldn’t 





York pact with NBC ealls for 
four programs annually starring | 
Martin & Lewis at $250,000 per pro- 


gram. Suit asks $3,000,000 for vio- | 
lation of three-year pact plus 7% 
interest. 


EX-MET TALENT MANS 
INDIANA U. FACULTY 


Ind., Aug. 14 

Charles Kullman, lately with the 
Metropolitan Opera, has been con- 
|tracted for one academic year at 
Indiana U. here under the designa- | 
tion of Resident Tenor. Title is| 
equivalent to a visiting professor- 
ship, 

Kullman will instruct university 
music students and personally par- 


Bloomington, 


ticipate in campus operatic pro- 
ductions. 

Other Met Opera members now 
on Indiana U. faculty include 


and singers Anna Kaska, Dorothy 
E. Manski, Agnes Davis and Myron 
Zaylor. 





| being paid $10,000 plus a 


preem personally at the GOP Con- 
vention next week. The Demo- 
crats set new lyrics to “The Yellow 
Rose of Texas,” and there are a 
few independently patterned origi- 
nals like the Anne Croswell-Ed 
Scott “Believe in Stevenson,” be- 
ing published by Mode Music, 
Similarly, 
tempt being made to 
the old music hall song, 
—. R-i-g-a-n” into a theme for 
New York’s Gov. W. Averell Harri- 
man whom ex-President Harry S 
(Continued on page 67) 


Marty Fame Ups 
Party By lt 


**H-a- 


' Hollywood, Aug. 
*~ One picture can ote un- 
|known personnel into “name” 
stature and because of this trans- 


formation the cost of making a pic- 


ture with the same talent goes up 
$400,000: At least, that’s the way 
it is with the Hecht-Lancaster or- 
| ganization in the case of “Martvy’ 
versus the upcoming “Bachelor 
Party 

“Marty” was aie sht it it .a 
negative cost. ot $343,000 with 
scripter Paddy Chayefsky ret 
| ing. $19,000 plus 5% of the owner- 


and Delbert Mann 
subse- 
quent bonus of 242% of the film 
At the time, they were unknown 
in the world of feature production. 

As for “Party,” which is‘to roll 
in New York shortly, 
will be paid $125,000 for the script 
and Mann around $50,000 for the 
directorial job. They’re “names” 
now. 

The budget for “Party” will be 
about $750,000, this including pro- 


ship, director 


duction salaries for Burt Lancaster, | uncooperativeness. 
Harold Hecht and producer James | ‘the magic ingredient that sky rock- | 
(Continued on page 18) 


Hill. 


SIDENTIAL ‘THEME’ SONGS 





Solons Making Chi Safe for Demos 
By Putting Heat on Strips n Clips 





Berlin’s Ike Encore 

Ellin and Irving’ Berlin 
leave Friday (17) for San Fran- 
cisco and the GOP convention, 
by official invitation, where he 


will personally sing his 1956 
Republican campaign song, 
“Ike For Four More Years,” 
and finale with his ‘“‘God Bless 
America,” for which the U.S. 
Government voted him a spe- 
cial Medal of Honor Berlin 
authored “I Like Ike” for the 
1952 “Call Me Madam” mu- 
sical, from which it snow- 
balled as a semi-official cam- 
paign song. New ditty runs 
Four More Years, Four More 
Years, 
Give us what we'd like, 
What we’d like is Ike 
For Four More Years—three 
cheers 
With Ike for Four More Years 





Loew's Gets 25%, 


there’s an abortive at- 
transmute | 


Chayefsky | 


Of KITV’s Stock 


In Backlog Swan: 


Metro, in its 


first move to ac- 
quire tv station ownership, has con- 
cluded a library-cash deal with 
KTTV, Los Angeles, under which 
Metro gains a 25% stock interest 
in the indie It is the first station 
which has relinquished stock in 
terest for a feature film library 
The deal, subject to FCC ap- 
proval, reportedly involves $5,000.- 
000, taking into consideration the 
value of Metro’s feature film li- 


brary and the sum to be paid by 
Metro for the _ stock interest 
Neither side, would comment offi- 
cially on the. sum paid by Loew’s. 

Under the deal, KTTV gets un- 
limited runs for seven for 
the entire library ‘tae 


tad 


years 
of about 


47) 


THIS WEEK’S FOOTNOTE: 
WHERE ARE THE STARS? 


In an effort to in‘troduce 
faces of proven boxoffice appeal 
the film companies are desperately, 
in search of a star-making formula 
With the possible exceptions of 
Marton: Brando, Marilyn Monroe. 
Grace Kelly and the late James 
Dean, the industry has been un- 
able to develop “names” having 
the glamor appeal of s‘ars now in 


(Continued on page 


new 


| the twilight of their careers. 


Reasons for this failure have 


‘been numerous — running. the 
gamut from the war to exhibitors’ 
In any case, 


| ‘soliciting”’ 


| First 


| 


| taken 


|has occured 
| was the first time it happened at 


Chicago, Aug. 
of crackdow x 
week, Mayor Richard Daley and 
the police closed one Loop bar 
and raided a s‘rip joint, both for 
of drinks and other di- 
by female em- 
ployees. In addition, Captain 
Thomas Alcook, commander of the 
(Loop) District police sta- 
tion, issued orders placing eight 
downtown niteries under police 
surveillance during the Democratic 
convention 

Insiders believe the sudden flurry 
of police activity, confined ex- 
clusively to the downtown area 
most frequented by conventioneers, 


In a series tia 


vertissements 


can be traced to the Democratic 
city administration's desire to put 
its best foot forward with the 
core of the Demo party on hand 
this week for the national conven- 
tion 


Mayor Daley last week closed the 
Brass Rail, a Randolph St. bar fea- 
turing musical en ertainment 
(dixieland combos or modern jazz). 
Assistant corporation counsel 
Harry Isenberg said the action was 
because women had _ been 
soliciting drinks there and because 
police officer had been solicited 
by a prostie in a check on the 
tavern July 3. A year ago, a visit- 
ing fireman was robbed of $8,000 
in cash and proper y at the Brass 
Rail, Isenberg said, but the spot 
was not prosecuted because the vic- 
tim could not make identifications. 

In a parallel action, a Madison 
St. strippery, the L&L Cafe, was 
raided by police las week, for al- 
leged tavern law violations and 
liciting of drinks by femme em- 


vee Two ives from the 


-_ t 
aqeteci 


(Continued on 56) 


When the N.E. Rains Come, 
Audiences Change Seats 


(And Also Theatres) 


page 


Boston, Aug. 14 
Levgitgoers occasionally catch 
part of one show and then hop to 
1 different theatre fo! 1 looksee 

at a portion of anothe! Rare] 
thougl does a she witch the- 
tres on an audience during a sin- 
e performance That, however, 
W i the < e | { eek al the 
Puesda night opening of ‘An- 
drocles and the Lion” at the The- 
atre-on-the-Green, Wellesley, Mass 
The-Group 20 Players produc- 
tion was hit by rain between the 


second and third acts, causing the 
performance to shift from its out- 
door amphitheatre locale to an in- 
door theatre in back of the al fres- 
co site. Duplicate sets are kept in 
the indoor spot and the switch 
from one stage to the other takes 
about 10 minutes. 

The mid-performance 
previously, 


transfer 
but this 


an opening and also the first time 
this season. 
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Yanks’ Quick Looksee and Scram — 
Giving European Hoteliers Jitters 





Geneva, Aug. 14. + 


European hotelkeepers have the 
hop, skip and scram jim-jams. 

There are more tourists than 
ever in Europe these days—and 
even more are scheduled for next 
year—but the bonifaces claim they 
are getting none of the gravy be- 
cause the transportation peddlers, 
working hand in hand with the 
travel agents, are developing a new 
type of international grasshoppers, 
tourists who say hello, grab a quick 
look once-over-lightly, and hop on 
another plane for another gander 
at new territory. 


One bitter hotelkeeper said this 
morning, “If this continues, Ameri- 


cans soon will have seen more and | 
world’s | 


recognized less of the 
charms than .. .” And he waved 
his arms in disgust—perhaps be- 
cause he didn’t know how to finish 
the sentence. 

There is nothing new in tourist 
tours, of course. But, with the 
rapid development of air travel it 
has become increasingly a big fac- 
tor in world tourism, especially in 
the past few years. It is r ow possi- 
ble for Americans to see virtually 
all the world—well, say half of it 
—in a couple of weeks. The air- 
plane companies love it, of course, 
and are bending backwards in their 
efforts to split up mileage in doz- 
ens of different ways. Also, the 
big battle to lower transAtlantic 
air passage fees was partially won 
by the Americans last month and 





will mean more such travel in the | 


future. 

This morning a group of 40 ar- 
vived here from Cleveland, fully 
equipped with cameras, fountain 
pens and zippered wallets. Three 
days ago they left their homes in 
and near the Ohio city. They 
stopped in New York just long 
enough to catch their’ breaths, 
made an _ overnight ocean hop | 
Janding in Paris, where they spent | 
two hectic days. They are in| 
Geneva for one day, will spend a 

(Continued on page 18) 


Live TV Link Between 
U. S. and Venezuela 


Possible, Sez DuMont 


Live television between the 
U. S. and a country as far south as 
Venezuela is “entirely possible,” 
Dr. Allen B. DuMont, chairman of 
DuMont labs, declared. The elec- 
tronics expert .has just returned 
from a survey of South and Central 
American tv setups. 

He said that a U. S. signal could 





reach Venezuela by setting up 
“forward scatter’ facilities be- | 
tween Florida and Cuba. Signal 


could then be transmitted on pres- 
ent facilities to Santiago. ‘“‘Thes 
blank spot at the present time is 
the island of Haiti,” he said. ‘“‘How- 
ever, if a receiving station and 
beam transmitter were established 


on the 9,000-foot mountain near 
Port-au-Prince, I believe that us- 
able signals could be received in 


Venezuela.” 
tv stations). 


(Nation now has seven 


| Meyer 


| soprano; 


tion, 
|and promoting serious opera since 


PARADING BROADWAY 
AS TOA BALLYHOO 


As part of its convention at the 
N. Y¥. Coliseum Sept. 20-24, The- 
| atre Owners of America is hopeful 
|of staging gigantic film parade 
along Broadway with top-name mo- 
tion picture stars participating. 
This was one of the suggestions 
offered by TOA leaders to film 
/company representatives at a 
‘luncheon meeting yesterday (Tues.) 
in New York. 

Not only is TOA seeking the full 
participation of the film companies 
for this event, but it is also hope- 
| ful of obtaining financial assistance 
for the expense of bringing the 
stars east. TOA feels that the suc- 
cess or failure of the parade de- 
pends on the availability of stars. 
TOA has indicated that once given 
the greenlight by the film compa- 
nies, it would undertake by itself 
the task of sending reps to the 
Coast to line up the stars. 

The exhibitor association is also 
seeking film company participation 





ture Showplace” on the fourth 
floor of Coliseum. This would in- 
clude all types of exhibits as well 
as displays featuring the upcoming 
product of all the companies. 

Yesterday’s luncheon _ session 
stemmed from TOA prexy Myron 
Blank’s appeal to the Motion Pic- 
'ture Assn. of America for produc- 
tion-distribution company partici- 
pation in the convention. 








6 Singers, 2 Suitcases 


Of Scenery Take ‘Opera’ 
To Edinburgh Festival 


After Dinner Opera Co., com- 
prising six members and two suit- 


cases of scenery and equipment, | 
| sails 


Friday (17) on the United 
States to participate in the Edin- 
burgh Festival of Music & Art. 
It’s the first time for a group of 


j its dimensions to be invited to an 


international fest. 

Chamber opera outfit will per- 
form three modern American 
works over a two-week run begin- 
ning Aug, 24, these being ‘“‘The Pot 
of Fat,’ by Theodore Chanler; ‘In 
a Garden,” Gertrude Stein and 
Kupferman, and “Sweet 
Betsy from Pike,” Mark Bucci. 


Members of ADOC trekking to 
Edinburgh are Jeanne Bueauvais, 
Norman Myrvik, tenor; 
Francis Barnard, bass - baritone: 
Lucile Burnham, who will conduct 
and accompany at the piano; Beth 
Leibowitz, stage manager and Rich- 
ard Flusser, who doubles as stage 
director and business manager. 

Since regular scenery would 
have been a problem, the organiza- 
which has been producing 


1949, devised a “portable theatre.” 
Carried in the two cases are alumi- 
num pipes, fish nets, silk and light- 
ing equipment. 
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'for the setting up a “Motion Pic- | 


Reintroduces Capitalism 


Mike Todd apparently is an 
American phenomonon the 
Russians never anticipated, ac- 
cording to a traveller recently 
returned from Moscow. 


As a guest of the Soviet gov- 
ernment, Todd was assigned 
an interpretor, a 20-year-old 
girl who was more than just a 
little confused by Todd’s free- 
spending methods. Todd in- 
vited eight fellow Americans 
to dinner. When the check 
arrived, the femme interpretor 
pulled out the rubles to pay 
the bill. Despite the Soviet’s 
no-tipping rule, Todd grabbed 
a handful of rubles from the 
girl’s hand and tossed them on 
the table for the waiter. 








Martha Raye On 
Critical List 


Miami Beach, Aug. 14. 

Martha Rave is in critical condi- 
tion in St. Francis Hospital here 
after she attempted to commit sui- 
cide by taking an overdose of 
sleeping pills, according to local 
police. 

The comedienne, who has been 
‘in Miami since late last month, is 
reported to have been despondent 
‘for several months. She came to 
'Miami to establish residence in 
| order to obtain a divorce from her 
‘fifth husband, dancer Ed Begley, 
/but had been denied a decree on 
‘Friday (10) on the grounds that 
i'she had established only ‘‘a paper 
' residence” in Florida. 
| During the waiting period Miss 
_Raye was performing at the Beach- 
leomber. The nitery closed last 
| week. The nitery-tv performer was 
|found unconscious in her bedroom 
lat 3 a.m. by her maid, an empty 
| bottle of sleeping pills by her side. 
| Miss Raye, whose private life 
has been dotted with “hard-luck,” 
had also taken hard the death sev- 
eral years ago of her mother, with 
whom she had been very close. She 
'also had been troubled by the 
| $500,000 alienation of affections 
suit filed by the wife of a cop in 
| Westport, Conn., where Miss Raye 
| has a home. 





i;NBC. She was due to return to 
| tv in the fall, but had not reached 
|an agreement with network wheth- 
ler she would do a regular weekly 
|program or appear on a limited 
| number of spectaculars. She had 
|}expressed a desire for a lighter 
| schedule. 


‘You Think the World’s 
Got Troubles? Here’s What 
Dior Has Stirred Up! 


By LUCETTE CARON 
Paris, Aug. 14. 

Dior’s five long daytime dresses 

provided the shock and real news 
|of the Paris openings. 
Half-way through a non-revolu- 
| tionary collection, they suddenly 
appeared in quick succession as 
though tossed in by careless after- 
thought. Only moments later did 
the audience realize that fashion 
history had been made. The 
change of pace, least expected pro- 
vided the drama. What was the 
big idea? 

When cornered by excited fash- 
ionites, Dior said with studied in- 
nocence that he had nothing spe- 
cial in mind; I thought some 
women might like them.” Noth- 
ing special, perhaps, but these 
seemingly unimportant little 
dresses may well cause a complete 
upset and bring us back to the 
1912 just-above-the-ankle period. 

An explosion of contradictory 
opinions shook the house. Carmel 
i|Snow of Harper’s Bazaar “Why 
didn’t he show more of them?” . . 
A manufacturer: ‘Nothing but a 
publicity stunt . . . what Ameri- 
can woman wants to hide her 
legs?” . . . Another: “Not practi- 
cal” . . . Mrs. (Nieman-Marcus of 
Dallas”: I'll wear the long wool 
ankle-length for evening’ ... 
David Nemerov of Russeks: “Per- 
haps a bit premature, but a future 
great” . . Russell Carpenter of 
I. Magnin: “Hollywood will go for 
it” . . . Dior, as usual, has given 
7th Ave. plenty to worry about. 

The flat leok is out. A new 
rounder look emphasizes the shape. 











(Continued on page 18) 





A top-rated tv performer for the | 
past five years, Miss Raye recently | 


|signed a new 15-year contract with 





Radio-TV Vs. ‘Ink Journalists’ 


VaRIETY, in all immodesty, has become pleasantly innured + 
plugs for the paper on screen, tv, in the publie prints and wl 
editorials, but the Aug. 6 full-length editorial in the Detroit Free 
Press is reprinted for more than one reason. . 


No. 1, it’s a nice plug for us—and who doesnt’ love it?—but No 
2 is the convincer because, as the caption on the editorial so we} 
puts it: “ ‘Ink Journalists’ Do It, When Reporting Means Digging.” 

The editorial follows: , 

_ For those who can be in front of television sets at the proper 
time, there is no denying that on such a story as the Andrea 
Doria’s sinking the TV camera can do a magnificent job of re port- 
ing. 

“Such occasional feats notwithstanding, ‘electronic journalism’ j< 
found badly wanting in a recent issue of Varrery, the entertain- 
ment industry's old and famous publication. 

“VARIETY, in a story datelined Chicago, used Illinois’ Hodge Case 
scandal to illuminate what it was getting at. The same thing coulq 
apply here [Detroit] in connection with the Ecorse revelations 
or wherever else investigative reporting has turned up stories about 
breach of the public trust which otherwise would have stayed 
buried. 

“We agree with VaRIEtTy when it states that: 

“‘The secondstring role played by the local radio-television 
newsmen in covering the most explosive Illinois political story of 
the decade has raised some questions as to the seemingly inherent 
limitations of the electronic form of journalism.’ 


“It can be argued in defense of the radio and television news. 
men, of course, that since they operate under Government licenses 
they have to be rather delicate in approaching anything that might 
offend the wrong bureaucrat. 

“Newspapers, which don’t need any bureaucrat’s permission to 
operate, have complete freedom to ferret out betrayals of the pub- 
lic trust without misgivings as to where the chips may fall. 

“This is the reason, perhaps too seldom appreciated by the pub- 
lic which the press protects in such situations a3 the one created 
by Ecorse grafters, why the press incessantly fights against al) at- 
tempts to restrict its ability to get at facts. 


“VARIETY concedes that once the Hodge case was rolling, the 
radio and TV covered the story in detail, and because of the speed 
of their tools scored some beats. But, it adds: 

“*... in the early, most dramatic stages of the unfolding story, 
radio and TV were merely relaying the details grubbed out with 
much more effort and ingenuity by the Windy City newspapers.’ 

(Expanding on this observation, VARIETY’s writer said: 

“*What troubles this veteran newspaper man is that it is ex- 
poses like the Hodge case that underscore the fact that there are 
other fundamental facets to the newsgathering process than merely 
aiming a mike or a camera... radio and telenews men have con- 
tributed very few of the kind of investigatory scoops that win 
Pulitzer prizes for the newspapers.” 

“Even in its shows such as ‘Meet the Press’ and ‘Press Confer- 
ence,’ aS VARIETY points out, television relies for its often excel- 
lent presentations on substantial assistance from newspaper and 
Magazine men who participate in the broadcasts. 

“We recognize the limitations under which radio and TV so 
often operate in the news field—not the least of which is lack of 
news-gathering manpower as compared with the newspaper. 

“And no one with an eye for dramatic news presentation could 
fail to applaud radio and TV in some of their performances where 
aiming a mike or camera largely suffices to tell the story. 

“But, to quote VARIETY again, ‘It is in this area of investigation 
(such stories as the Hodge thefts and wide-open Ecorse) it’s con- 
ceded that the radio-TV newshawks trail behind their daily press 
brethren.’ 

“The trailing in this field is indisputable. The reasons for it 
several, with some seemingly beyond the ability of electronic 
journalism to remove them. 

“It is on the ink journalists, therefore, that the public must still 
rest most of its faith when it comes to learning where the passing 
parade started and where it is heading. The mike and the camera 
picks up only the part of it going by at the moment—which while 
often highly dramatic is also very frequently inconclusive.” 

> 


ale 


— 








| sification” 


remote to show biz. 


Showman Trapped in ‘Diversification 


Remembers to Quote Old ‘Variety’ Crack, ‘Every 
Man Has 2 Businesses, His Own and Show Biz’ 


In recent years industrial “diver- 
has engulfed many a 
theatrical enterpriser who has 
found himself surrounded by new 
colleagues from lines of endeavor 
One old the- 
atrical vet recently listened as a 
series of financial reports were 
read to the Board of Directors of a 
“diversification” group. There was 
no uproar until he, the showman, 
reported on the theatrical “‘depart- 
ment.” 

Suddenly the showman found 
himself on the defensive because 
it quickly became apparent that 
his intra-corporation colleagues 
were all “experts” on one common 
plane — show business. None 
dared to criticize or expertize on 
one another’s specialized busi- 
nesses which had come under the 
common corporate umbrella, but 
when it got around to the amuse- 
ment end of it each had some pet 
ideas. ‘ 


The showman finally resorted to 
the. only defensive attitude that 
sugested itself, under the circum- 
stances, by quoting “something I 
read long ago in VarRIETY,” said he, 
“and that is that everybody has his 
own business and show business. 
Well, it so happens I have only 
one business I'know of—show busi- 
ness—and even the most veteran 
showmen know that there are no 





infallible ‘experts’ in the in try 
in which I was cradled.” 

What struck the showman was 
that ironically, he found himsell, 
wittingly or unwittingly, on the ce 
fensive adding that “even thoug) 


I, too, could have some opinions 
on some of our allied diversified 
industries, I didn’t dare to chal 


lenge the experience and_ skill 
of the executives in charge of 
these branches. But they hac no 
compunction telling ‘try this’ and 
‘try that’ when, if they knew any 
thing, they’d show we had either 


tried it, thought about it, or dis 
carded it, as not practical for ou! 
particular operation.” 


FOREIGN CAR BUG 
BITES ‘INTERLUDE’ CAST 


Frankfurt, Aug. 14. 

If there’s any new international 
craze among the American cast 
and crews making films in Europe 
these days, it’s the foreign cat 
buying kick. Almost everyone 45- 
sociated with UI’s “Interlude 
which just wound up filming at 
Geiselgasteig, has been bitten. 

Dick Powell, who came over 0 
keep wife June Allyson company 
during work on her film, bought 
himself a Porsche to sightsee 


(Continued on page 8) 
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SEARCH GRIMLY FOR COMEDY 











—_—_ 


Closing of Exchanges for Saving TYPE NOT DEAN. Looking Ahead to Banking Brakes, 
Continuing, Paramount Quits IST DIFFICULT, United Artists Will Float Stock; 
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Oklahoma City & New Haven)» sxe xsrsas Public Issue Seen For Next Year 
Hollywood, Aug. 14. 

The exchange-closing fever is+ Comedy production in Holly- | + By GENE ARNEEL 
spreading as distributors continue eae oa: wood is getting to be like Mark ‘Kw: ’ United Artists is now giving ac- 
on ™ intro Mg ot gama Chemerinng 14 Twain’s weather—everybody talks neg & : & hrc tive consideration to a public stock 

cut unne ’ inneapolis, Aug. 14. . : ? i : - “petite amen alt aan wh 
» ooramaunt has pulled out of The de a a Feee Park | about doing it, but no one does. Fox’s CinemaScope 55 entry, pte <= oe 
both Oklahoma City and New]  subsequent-run neighborhood | And ;while there are a dozen} has racked up an estimated | ite action along these lines will be 
Haven, although continuing what house, playing “The Catered | theories on why the comedy block- gross of $4,500,000 so far. taken toward the end of this vear 
the company terms a “sales func- Affair” in the earliest 28-day | pbus‘er has disappeared from pro- Picture, in national release it’s expected. ‘it ; 
tion” in both cities. Accounting slot, is using most unusual | quction schedules, most producers less than seven weeks, has only Prompting the move is the 
work is absorbed by _ nearby copy in its newspaper ads for frankly admit there are only two played 64 ‘first domestic and money squeeze now in ieee 
pranches and the physical handling} the picture. ‘real reasons: , Canadian engagements. Audi- throughout the country. Federal 
of prints is licensed out to an inde- When “Affair” had its down- | , ence total in the 64 dates is Reserve Bank is clamping ium on 
pendent operator, such as National; town  first-run, Minneapolis | Lack of material. - Said to have hit 5,500,000 peo- | ioans being provided by individual 
Film Service. Morning Tribune columnist | Lack of critical response. ple. In addition, the film has | hanks for the reason these account 

V ’ , “a ank:s as se accounts 

Republic, RKO and United Art- Will Jones commented unfa- | jt’s no secret that many pro- chalked 295 weeks of extra are exceeding deposits. UA hasn't 
ists previously streamlined their vorably on it. iducers and directors feel the dis- playing time. had any difficulty in raising capi- 
operations in New Haven and ex- In its Morning Tribune and appearance of the comedies, such | tal so far and. as a matter of fact 
pectedly all other distribs will fol- other newspaper ads, the St. as those formerly made by Frank | e @ financing for its entire lineup this 
low suit shortly. The need for a Louis Park states: “Will Jones Capra or Leo McCarey, has left | vear is already set k 
branch outlet in this Connecticut notwithstanding, if you do not a huge hole in Hollywood’s output. | hil é i IS S " UA execs are concerned about 
town, incidentally, never has been enjoy this show your money | Few of them, however, are as can- the future, for a tightening of 
established although at one time it will be refunded.” ‘did as George Stevens in pin- money availability obviously could 
made economic good sense, pointing a possible reason. Stevens hamper its increasingly elaborate 

Connecticut legislature years e e |says frankly that these films “do ll S @aseé production schedule. Company 
ago enacted into law a bill impos- k Im not hold the rewards that dramatic provides the financing for all in- 
ing a tax on money taken out of | conomics films do.” . ° dependent producers on its roster, 
the state by companies which did Any comedy, Stevens points out, Oldie t V d Stock issuance will assure free- 
not maintain sales offices in the ° is difficult to make. And “a good S 0 | £0 dom of movement on the fiscal 
area, Film companies found it was Stir Much Gab ;comedy with significance is more ; front and could, of course, give the 
oad ae ae bay ggg ny an | difficult to make than a dramatic} United Artists appears next in | five owners—Arthur B. Krim, Rob- 
vt an aa The Bong bn feos lg Magy BE oll = = = ‘line with deals for channeling pic- | Tt S. senjonin, William J. Heine- 
subsequently was repealed but the { dae types of film. It has been tures to television. Company is now (Continued on page 8) 
ee eee — N. H. nl ree my observation that a lesser dra-| investigating the video market to , 
outlets despite widespread opinion V ati r iv ; " . y nti § W 
that the tensiney Gann be eavered ii: Meohik tins cmt kal ee eatcesaerea ngewe potential but ne emenenko S Warners 
om both acta ona Sew York. : lies oe ' sag Fe negotiations have been opened as M . if 

Fear of exhibitor reprisals re- | 1appy” so far as the motion pic- ' e. ™ yet and no decisions made anent oving to Fi th Ave. 
sulted in continuance of N. H. as|ture and theatre companies are On the — a ee oh hich pictures will go to the tele- 

i “3 : ‘ ‘ pal . 2>y opines é S strictiyv ¢@ *S- | casters 
a “key city.” In line with this, Par|}concerned. The amusement indus- Se ee poeta sere ey Sasa y econ | casters. | Quarters by Late 1957 


Company is thinking in road 
terms about licensing (not selling) serene to thde tan teen 4, Boe 
a limited number of indie-made | _ 7 ow oe wee eee 

; ea: ogee a _| York’s eastside. The film com- 
productions, perhaps 13, or 26, or | sane uatee the mew teres Ge 
52. Group will be relatively new, | °°"?: SS eS ee 

, : r > "}menenko regime, will shift its 
having been made since the Arthw a f ‘in 
| te — Ag alte ; homeoffice headquarters to Fifth 
iB. Krim-Robert S. Benjamin re-|,.-; ane : . 

Hevea outa +an 4.:. | Ave. in late 1957 moving into the 
gime took over in early 1951. This pa ; aah 
means special arrangements will j}new Tishman-owned building now- 
be oe A ae W it} , tine 4 serican | being erected at 53d St. and Fifth 
re Ren i . f a "8 ar aaa th _| Ave. WB has contracted for two 

eceration OF Musicians ant 1€ | floors in'the new building in which 


shuttered in Portland, Ore., some jtry stocks . titind ee é 

= pli Sage Ragen Recon (try stocks are stirring unusually | pelieve that comedy runs in cycles 
als € ® A . y ° ° és ° 

cies Pt cal < 7 heavy conversation among New ' but is, instead, “always with us 

as northwest theatremen began to|,, 35. ' ; Pe ais : , : 

favor the product from Par’s | .rk’s financial district profes-| because people like to laugh and 

sivale |Sionals. And they seem interested | they like to go to the thea're where | 
To what extent theatremen will only in possible mergers, liquida-|they know they can laugh with a 

react similarly in the present davs | tons, sales to television or other! couple of thousand other people.” 
senees lye: te singe *5|/ moves that could elevate trading Good comedy, Sidney adds, has 

of economic stress hasn’t yet been|..  ° : 

fully deterrained. But the fear of | PI ices. always made money and will al- 

al adver reaction warently There’s not too much support of | ways have an important place on 

Pie: - apparently | outfits which are following a steady |the screen—but production is lim- 
course—that is, making and licens-| ited by the material. 


Warner Bros. is the latest film 


is keeping several distributors 


aS a ee a gel , |ing film product for conventional Similar opinion is held by | Various guilds. _ | Semenenko or close associates have 
gen fon ek mone dation gota exhibition. This is ee ga Charles Schnee, Metro exec pro- | Ps per ert TA peBrcicetd a an interest. 
soundness of darkening branches shown <9 ““ Ag tye ge Bare onen By ne regerss mournful) that producers. ein rey ral to pro- Film _ Company's peener build- 
in other cities but no action has on the Ne “ ork St‘oc 1X¢ hange. he has been looking for a comedy bein ing ee er | (Continued on page 22) 

—i Toe Par common dropped for a long time, but haven't found | Vide for the company to have tv | 


heen ake ac , Jor fe - : : | +j ; “4 > ae ae for 
on n take n as yet. Par is now4¢) 9314 last Wednesday (10), clos-|one.” Schnee, like others in the | distribution rights as well as for || 
onceovering Omaha as its next) ing at $31.50, which was close to! production end, believes this lack | Standard theatrical release. Thus, | 


cancidate for the so-called stream- | the year’s low. Over 20,000 shares | of material is due largely to the|there can be no problem with the || e | 
: 7 |exchanged hands. fact that the world still is in a|film-makers over deals with tele- 
_ 


. ° ’ . 
Par sources are of the firm con-| state of tension and flux and/ casters at this time. 





. | . . : oi . : . ° ae - , . F : . . . Tr: Miz »cistered | 
Reteam f E P d |viction that this lack of trader writers find it hard to “poke fun UA long since divested itself of || pounnan teat to ue MLV AMAN 
\ Ing 0 X ar S | confidence in the company is due at the world today. And when/rights to all product made before ||| Published Weekly by VARIETY INC || 
| ite -ance a “deals .”’ > : aga 7) le Krim-Reni: : » > . } Haroid Erichs,. President | 
| Vi . | to its absence of any “deals.” One (Continued on page 7 the Krim-Benjamin took the helm. ||! 15, west doth St. New Yoru 36.N. ¥ || 
nl lew, rasna 1aiks |company official commen‘ed that JUdson 2-2700 
D ° |‘*Wall Street is refusing to recog- Hollywood 28 | 
€a i" ize the obvious.” His reference i be ” ‘ 6311 Yucca Street 
with Wald at 20th nize > Ye ‘ r ya’ ST HOMywood 9-114] 
; |was to the upcoming releases of | a 10na OXr.O 1¢ € “iM Lil vey Wechinabed 2 } 
_.,,, Hollywood, Aug. 14. |“War and Peace” and “Ten Com- : ‘ ’ nd | 1292 National Press Building 
_ Possibility of a reunion, for at) mandments.” These, Par believes, Hot Weather Fails to Bop Biz; ‘Society’ No. 1, STehieago 11 
east one picture, between Jerry) will substantially increase Par ‘Ki ’ d. ‘Duchin’ d. ‘ ’ h 612 No Michigan Ave 
Wa and Norman Krasna, was! earnings, but Wall St. evidently is ing 2 ; ucnin 3 9 Boats At DElaware Le 
nde ice <j “rea ac Te = be $ Pe ipa ets London 
unc disc ussion here as Wald be-| taking a wait-And-see stand. Mot weather in many sectors of | (Par) is finishine | 8 St Martin's Pl. Tratsigar Sq 
gan operation under his new con- en ee tH , ' “ to | ‘ th | ushing ninth It wa Temple Bar 5041 
tract ‘ j He , . ter 1e nation does not appear to be |tourth last stanza 
tract as an independent producer | KRAMER IN SPAIN: ian te tie toe Wk eine Of = gy -<  Oe en eer 
at 20th-Fox. Wald checked in . 5 as ama da} ndie) is||| annua $10 Foreign $11 


recent weeks in current session. capturing 10th position, with “Tra 25 Cents 


Monday (13), four days after sign- | ' Single Copies 
. ra : ap > ‘ > ei vers 7a”"’ | akinc or . 
ing contract with Spyros — ON TIME, ON BUDGET In fact, the, launching of several peze” (UA) taking over 1ith spot, \BEL GREEN Editor 


and Buddy Adler. new .pix actually is perking up | although showing in only four keys 




















He's had discussions with Kras- : Madrid, Aug. 14. | trade in some key cities. covered by VARIETY currently Vol. 293 astizstes'® No. 11 =| 
na, his former partner in Wald-|, Stanley Kramer is bringing in| New champ at the wickets will be | “Oklahoma” (Magna) rounds out ||| - - Oo a NO. | 
Krasna Productions, anent latter | his spectacular, “The Pride and the “High Society (M-G) although it | the Top 12 list. INDEX 
Writing, directing at least one film | Passion (UA), this week On time js playing in only nine keys thus Bulk of newcomers are playing : - 
for new setup. Deal hinges on|@"d; most important of all, on far, according to VaRIETY corre-/ only scattered playdates, exhibs eS . “4 
Wald’s finding right property but budget. Film had a year ol prep spondents in some 23 representa- | preferring to bring in new produc’ ——o Pins pm 
Krasna is definitely interested. before beginning last April Fin- tive key cities. Musical version Of | closer to the Labor Day holiday natty * — ie 
He's currently reading galley | ished negative cost. will be about “Philadelphia Story” with a dif- week “Satellite in Sky” (WB) Senie maven ‘ 
proofs of one book Wald has un- | 93,100,000, and it is expected to ferent locale is soaring to $200,- hints some promise, being good in nares a a 
der consideration, and also study- | 2ave over two hours runnning time. | 000, a record non-holiday week at) Louisville, okay in L. A.. Boston. anside Legit na 
ing a second property. “ |Kramer feels it would have cost/the N. Y. Music Hall. And it may | Washington but is disappointing in — wean f 

Wald completed his deal with | 2S much in the U.S. Its practically hit an alltime high at $200,500 or | Toronto and Philly. Inside J a tures on 
20th after some six weeks of nego- | fu!l-location schedule made it im-’ over. 7 “Run For Sun” (UA) is rated ee ae I'v , : 
tiation and about 10 days in ad-|POssible to do it anywhere but in| “King and I” (20th) is capturing | solid in Denver. “Walk Proud — on 
vance of the deadline given him by | ‘ts original locale, namely Spain. | second position after four consecu-| Land" (U) looms fast in Frisco 7 gitimate = 
Columbia prexy Harry Cohn early | Film was done in Technicolor and tive weeks as leader. ‘“Duchin | “Bigger Thas Life” (20th), fair in | Mu: ™ aes 48 
in July. At that time, Cohn told | Vista Vision, Story” (Col), second a week ago, |N. Y., is okay in Boston. || ~-omagg ma eee - 
Wald he was free to negotiate any- |. Story of @ band guerillas cart-| is winding up in third spot. “7 Men From Now” (WB), good | || Niet t Clut Reviews ..... 60 
Where in the industry for a period | "8 3 gigantic cannon from one end Away All Boats” (U) will be jn Detroit, shapes nifty in Indi- | || Cyst ee aeeeerere: este ee 
of six weeks after which. if no deal of Spain to the other, to use it fourth, with a batch of new book- anapolis. “Queen of Babylon” ||| ‘rsa teens ? 
lad been set. Wald was to return against the Napoleonic invaders in| ings helping it to climb from sixth | (20‘h) looks okay in Cleveland. | Ra digg Libiicbneia | 
to his post as Executive Producer 1810, comes from an original novel! place of last round. “Proud and “Rebel in Town” (UA) is light is!|) p7gl? Woo 25 

. , sont ; by C. S. Forester called, “The, Profane” (Par), just getting | portland. * || Radio Reviews ........ 40 || 
at Columbia and finish out his con- ” 7 ee : 4 ; : | | Record Reviews ....... 48 
tract which had about twe yeare te Gun. Forester expressed com- | around, will finish fifth, with a| “Godzilla” (Indie), wow in K. C.. Il Televisi . cents y Oe a 
run, : plete agreement, with changes in| promise of being heard from ad-| shapes good in Toronto. “Glory” || at sh abate tth “4 

With the inking of the 20th-Fox the film version on a recent visit di‘ionally in the future. _ | (RKO) is rated neat in Chi. “Am- || ov Filme CVIEWS ..-... +4 ! 
Pact, Wald’s departure from Co- here. —- Wonders of World (Indie) iS | bassador’s Daughter” (UA) con- Sl Deter eee ees aR | 
umbia became automatic |winding up sixth after being in tinues torrid in third Chi week.||) way ee fot 18 1 
Independent setup which Wald Duncan McGregor, prez of Pathe fifth spot last round. “Moby|*Francis in Haunted |: use” (U) ||| *2 S'Peet -- 0 = 
is now putting t eth t 20th 4 jin the U.S. and head of the Paris | Dick” (WB) is dipping from third |jook good in same key. DAILY VARIETY | 
in line wi & together a S|Theatre, N.Y., sailed for Europe |to seventh. ‘Somebody Up There | (Published in Hotlywood by 

with the general trend of | Saturday (11) accompanied by his | Likes Me” (M-G) is edging up to! (Comple*e Boxoffice Reports on ||| oa ee Ge apetes | 
(Continued on page 59) wife. jeighth place while “Pardners” | Pages 12-13.) ; 
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ALEX HARRISON: LITTLE EXHIBS’ VITAL 
BUT SALES ECONOMIES ALSO A MUST 


r By FRED HIFT 
As part of its effort to help the 


“little man” in exhibition, 20th- 
Fox is going in more and more 
for full-year deals, even in com- 
petitive situations where theatres 
are agreeable to splitting the pro- 
duct, says Alex Harrison, 20th’s 
general sales manager. 

Declaring himself fully conscious 
of the problem cf the small opera- 
tor, Harrison said he was convinced 
of the importance of the little thea- 
tres throughout the country. “We 
must help them if for no other 
reason than that we owe them a 
debt,” Harrison declared. “Call 
me sentimental, if you like, but 
these exhibitors must be made to 
fee] they are part of the business.” 

Harrison made his remarks at 
a time when conviction is growing 
jn the industry that, in the not too 
distant future, television and other 
competition will force a shrinkage 


ot exhibition, with greater con- 
centration on the comparative 
handful of top money-earning 


situations. (One sales topper last 
week even estimated, privately, of 
course, that the U.S.—and the dis- 
tributors—could get along very 
nicely on between 9,000 and 11,000 
theatres under present conditions.) 

Harrison said the system of 
splitting the product in competitive 
situations wasn’t as widely prac- 
ticed as it might be, but he thought 
nore of this would be done in the 
future. 

Reducing Overhead 
This ties in with the company’s 





thinking re the reduction of distri- | 


bution costs since, obviously, if a 
theatre takes a company’s full 
year’s product, there’s no need for 
regular calls by salesmen. Harri- 
son conceded that 20th, like all 
other companies, was studying 
means of reducing the distribution 
overhead 


| 


“There’s no magic to this thing,” 
he said. “It’s foolish to simply talk | 
in terms of closing branches but 
because you might lose more busi- 


ness that way than you save in ex- 
long there’s 
no annual contract, I think a sales- 
man should eall on the exhibitor. 
 hat’s part of making him feel he’s 
part of the industry. We still need 
{he little man to give us the margin 


penses Also, as as 


| for ourselves 


at all with concentrating on down-+¢ 





town for all it’s worth,” he said. 
At the same time he pointed to 
Los Angeles, where the release 
pattern is extremely fluid. 

While business at the moment is 
very good, with “The King and I” 
particularly cleaning up, Harrison 


refused to be pinned down on the} 


prospects for the fall, when the 


hig tv shows return to the air. He} 
advent of color-tv | 


did think the 
could hurt badly. However, he 
pointed out that some strong prod- 
uct was due to reach the theatres 
at that time. Included, incidental- 


ly, is 20th’s own “Bus Stop,” for. 


which the company has high ex- 
pectations. 

Harrison acknowledged that the 
business at the moment seemed to 


be riding on the blockbuster whose | 
grosses were bailing out the lesser | 


product. The clear implication 
was that this wasn’t a healthy situa- 
tion. It’s understood that, both at 
20th and at other companies, the 
number of films that don’t recoup 
their investment is what execs term 


“too high.” | 


Those WB Sell-Of 


Because double-featuring con- 
tinues in so many areas, and shows 
no signs of a letup, Harrison said 
20th would continue’ acquiring 
outside 2-D films. “If we can buy 
them on reasonable terms and | 
make even a littie money on them, 
we’re performing a service both 
and for the exhibi- 
tors,” he said. 20th has no intention 
of grabbing up imports unless they 
lend themselves to wide showing. 


Trapeze Swings 


Toward $7,000,000 
For U.S. & Canada 


“Trapeze.” first of the summer’s 
blockbusters to go into release, has 
now played a sufficient number of 
dates to allow for an estimate of 
gross The Hecht-Lancaster pra- 
duction will rake in at least $7.000.- 
000 in from United States 





rentals 


and Canadian theatres. 


over the negative cost of pictures. 
It we can keep him healthy, we're 
going to be healthy.” 

It's been argued that, with 75% 
of the income on an average pic-| 
{ure being derived from. only 
around 2,500 situations, the in- 
dustry would be wiser to concen- 


irate the selling on those theatres 


and devise the cheapest possible 
method of dealing with the rest. 
It’s been said, in fact, that—tak- 
ing in the selling cost—thousands 
of situations actually cost the 
distributors money via low returns 
Lack of Trade Data 

Harrison complained about the 
lack of statistics in the industry 
which, he said, was hampering 
current market studies. ‘“There’s 
a real blind spot there,” he said. | 
“Other industries know exactly 
the kind of business they are doing, 
In the film business, not even the | 
Motion Picture Assn. of America | 
or COMPO know the pertinent 


statistics. All we know is what we 
get from the papers, and you know 


how figures get tossed around.” 

The management survey pro- 
posed by the MPAA “would cer- 
tainly be worth a trial,’ said 
Ha) 1s0en 

The 20th sales topper expressed 
some doubts on the published Sind- 
linger f es putting ttendance 
last week at 85,000,001 which 
would be close to a record high 
“We can't act properly unless we 
have the correct information in 
our hands Harrison opined. 

“Convenience” in terms of mak- 
ing the product available to patrons 


v.as stressed by Harrison who said 
he was strongly in favor of a 
change in the distribution patternas 
it relates to the population move to 
the suburbs. ‘Our big city distribu- 
tion has its provincial aspects,” he 
said. “We aren't doing everything 
possible to make it as convenient as 
Possible for people to see the new 
films. I would be in favor of open- 
ing up areas near certain key cities 
to competition and letting theatres 
play day-and-date with downtown.” 

Harrison stressed that, in ad- 
vocating such a policy, he was 
putting limitations not only on the 
type of film that would be suitable. 
but also to the cities. “In some of 
the key spots there’s nothing wrong 


This means the film is the big- 
gest money-maker of all product 
distributed by United Artists in its 
history, taking the crown previous- 
ly held by Stanley Kramer’s “Not 
As A Stranger.” 

Foreign market prospects are 
equally bright although the H-L 
entry has played only in Japan and 
England Distribution money in 
England is figured at over $850,- 
000, whereas generally regarded as 
a good for a single picture 
in this country is only half of that 
amount. 


PIOSS 


FRONT PAGE REVIVAL 
OF SUEZ CANAL FILM 


The Suez Canal crisis has given 
new vitality to a 27-minute color 


documentary dealing with the mid- 


dle east waterway Filmed last 
vear by Louis de Rochemont, the 
featurette, titled “Suez,” had 
played only one date—at the N. Y. 
Sutton—prior to Egypt’s confisca- 
tion of the canal. 

As a result of the front page ac- 
tivity, de Rochemont Associates, 


the film, is re- 
bookings 
example, 
Theatre 


releasing 
batch of new 
for the subject For 
Balaban & Katz’s Chicago 
has booked it for tomorrow 
Thurs.) coincide with opening 
of the London parley on the Suez 
crisis. 


which is 
celving a 


to 


Film, shot on location, tells the 


|Story of the great engineering feat 


}and 


| of 





recounts Ferdinand de _ Les- 
seps’ battle in over coming all sorts 
opposition to the building of 
the 100-mile waterway. Animation 
by the British cartoon firm, Hatas 
& Batechelor, and mobile photog- 
raphy of old prints supplements 
the live action sequences. 





Dino De Laurentiis, producer of 
“War and Peace,” due in tomorrow 
(Wed.) on the United States for the | 
Aug. 21 premiere of the film at the | 
Capitol 


jord of Aug. 31. 


CROSBY-SIEGEL ENCORE 





“Repeat Terms of ‘High Society’ 
In 2d for M-G 


Hollywood, Aug. 14. 

Bing Crosby and Sol Siegel are 
partnering on the next Crosby 
| starrer for Metro, tentatively titled 
“Man on Fire.” This repeats pro- 
duction partnership. started on 
“High Society,” also a Metro re- 
lease, 


“Society” was joint venture of 
Siegel unit and Crosby Produc- 
tions. Crosby provided about 25% 
of coin for “Society,” costarring 
with Grace Kelly and _ Frank 
Sinatra, additionally receiving 
| about $200,000 salary plus 5% glo- 
bal gross for acting chore. 

Siegel, who also put up coin as 
well as producing, holds 25%; 
Metro, which put up balance coin 
on pic budgeted over $2,000,000, 
distributes, owns rest of film. 

“Fire” deal calls for same ar- 
rangements. 








Values Loom Big 


_ By ABEL GREEN 
Wall Streeters who have looked 
to Loew’s Inc. as a long-pull bull 


item—and the opinion still holds 
with many, once divorcement is 
achieved—have suddenly become 


real bullish on Warner Bros. as the 
Serge Semenenko-Charles Allen- 
David Baird-Jack L. Warner con- 
trol takes shape, 


It is no secret that the Semen- 
enko-Allen now control sees a fancy 
dollar-value realization in WB as- | 
sets. The reported program will 
oon see a fast sell and lease-back 
in much realty. The conversion 
into cash of the aecumulated 
realty values of WB holdings all 
over the world has staggering 


book-value estimates. 

WB studio space, the WB ranch, 
theatres, exchanges, office build- 
ings and the like are viewed as a 
rich tap source for WB conversion. 
Then there are the film residuals, 
accumulative in value over the 
vears as the post-1948 product be- 
comes available to tv, for example. | 

Warner’s Music Publishing Hold- 
ing Corp. ‘Harms, Remick, Wit- | 
mark, ete.) is an exceedingly rich | 
arm, with its clockwork $1,500,000 | 


ASCAP annual revenue _ wiiich | 
would make it worth $15,000,000 | 


(10 times annual earnings, accord- 
ing to music industry estimates) 
but regarded as being worth near- 
er $30,000,000 by the new control. 
Under these circumstances, that 
would not be liquidated, especially 
in light of its importance as an arm 
of the WB studio production pro- 
gram now that J. L. Warner is both | 
prez of the company and the pro- | 
duction topper. Warner has ex: | 
pressed himself favoring stock in- 
centives to “desirable” talent in 
stepping up the production front. 
Among the initial steps in the 
unloading of excess Warner Bros. 
properties, with a view to-convert- 
ing as much into cash as possible, 
will be the company’s British hold- 


ings. Charles Allen, of the Wall | 
St investment banking house | 
bearing his name, is currently in 
London for that express purpose. 
WB owns 3712% of Associated 
British Pictures Cop., Ltd., pro- 
duction and theatre company in 
the British Isles. It is Allen, 
serge Semenenko, new prexy Jack 


L. Warner & Co.’s idea to sell as 


much excess theatre realty and 
other hoidings as possible and 
lease-back for operation where 


desirable. ABPC owns 400 picture 
houses in Britain and Warners 
own a theatre in London and two 
in Latin America. 


Allied 13$c Divvy 


Los Angeles, Aug. 14, 
Allied Artists board of directors 
voted a quarterly dividend of 1334 
cents per share on the firm’s 514% 
cumulative convertible preferred 
stock. 


Divvy is payable Sept. 15 to ree- 





32 Features Start 


Hollywood, Aug. 14. 

Some 32 films are slated for 
lensing here and abroad in 
next five weeks, heftiest ac- 
tivity by major and indie pro- 
ducers for this period in some 
five years. 

20th leads majors with nine 
films slated to roll; Columbia 
has six; Metro, RKO, Univer- 
sal two each; Allied, Para- 
mount, Republic,- one each. 

Of 32, ten will be filmed 
abroad. 


Rembusch Sues 
Majors, Ist Runs 


Indianapolis, Aug. 14. 
Eight distributors and five In- 
dianopolis firstrun theatres were 
sued for damages amounting to 








Inc. circuit in federal court here 
last week. 

Trueman Rembusch, secretary- 
treasurer of Syndicate and 
|tional Allied leader, charges mo- 
|nopolistic operation of local first- 
‘runs and discrimination against 
Syndicate’s house at Franklin, 
about 20 miles from Indianapolis. 

Distributors named in suit are 
Loew's, RKO, Paramount, Colum- 
bia, United Artists, Warners and 
Universal. 





withheld from Franklin “40 to 90 
| days or longer,” that Syndicate has 
|to take “large groups of old and 
stale films” to get what it wants 





land has to charge admission prices | 


equal to Indianapolis. 
several distributors had tightened 
|sales terms since he testified 
| fore Senate Small Business Com- 


He claimed 


|mittee last spring. 
Suit was filed under Sherman 
Antitrust Act. It asks injunction 


as well as damages. 


——— 


Paramount News As Is: 


Audit Shows No Deficit 


As the result of an updated au- 
dit, Paramount has decided to con- 
tinue with the production and 
twice-weekly release of Paramount 
News, at least for the time being 
Par found the reel to be operating 
in the black, although only minor 





distribution fees are charged 
against it 
Another factor is the scheduled 


Aug. 31 bowout of Warner Pathe 
Announcement by Warners that its 
rooster is to be silenced has the 
surviving reels scrambling for the 
Pathe accounts. 

Par, like Universal, 20th-Fox and 
Metro, is angling to move in ter- 
ritories vacated by Pathe in the 


| hope that additional business thus 


picked up will serve as a cushion 
against possible future losses of 
its own outlets. 

Par began investigation of its 
newsreel operation a couple of 
months ago with the intent of call- 
ing it quits if it were strictly a 
deficit subsidiary. 


L.A. to N.Y. 


Charles Bohard 
Lee Bowman 
Samuel, Bronston 
Sydney Chaplin 
Paddy Chayefsky 
Arlene Dahl 
Rusty Draper 
John Forsythe 
Henry Ginsberg 
Hurd Hatfieid 
Harold Hecht 
Tom Hernandez 
Gordon Jenkins 
Katy Jurado 
Marty Jurow 
Howard Keel 
Fernando Lamas 
Delbert Mann 
Claude McCue 
Elizabeth Mears 
Ralp Meeker 
Don Murray 

Pat O’Brien 
Edward G. Robinson 
Eric Stacey 
George Stevens 
John Sutherland 
Vera Vague 
Jack Warden 


Europe to N.Y. 


Harry Bernstein 
Yul Brynner 

Dino De Laurentiis 
Brian Donlevy 

Nat Goldstone 
Greta Keller 





Eitel Monaco 


Shorts, Cartoons 
Sale Up Par’s 2d 
Quarter to $1.57 


Paramount had an estimated cop. 
solidated net of $3,279,000, or $) 57 
per share, for the second quarter 
of 1956, the profit including $) 12 
per share realized through com. 
pany’s peddling of shorts and ¢: 


als 
,toons to television. Same period 





| Of 1955 brought a profit of $2.397. 


$3,840,000 by Syndicate Theaters | 


Na- | 


| over 100,000 shares of its co: 


Rembusch charged top films are) 


be- | 


000, or $1.05 per share. 


Consolidated net for first sjx 
months of current year amounted 


to an estimated $5,.001.000. equal 
to $2.40 per share on 2.086.009 
shares outstanding at June 309, 


This includes the equivalent of 
$1.28 per share from the tv <ales, 

Earnings for the first hali of 
1955 (Par operates on a calendar 
basis) were listed at $5,165,000, of 
2.36 per share) on the 2.189 000 
' shares then outstanding. Over the 
| past year the corporation bougit in 
on 





;}issue on the open market. 


| Meanwhile, the Par board ¢e. 
|clared the regular 50c quarterly 
| dividend, payable Sept. 14 to hold- 
ers of record on Sept. 4. 





Kansas City Holds Its 
Traditional Prejudice 
Against Daylight Time 


Kansas City. Aug 

Daylight Savings Time proved a 
poor candidate at the polis and a 
proposal to install it in Kansas City 
lost in last week’s election by an 8 
to 3 margin. Up for the vot 


it, 


choice was a charter amendment 
| which would have required the 
1city council to adopt DST « - 
| nance each year. 

DST has been a perennial canci- 
date since wartime, it’s last } 
here. Each time it goes down ¢ er 
by popular vote, or by coun: € 





Big Daylight-Savers 
Daylight Saving Time 
through October in the 
ting states: 

Maine 

New Hampshire 

Vermont 

Massachusetts 

Rhode Island 

Connecticut 

New York 

New Jersey 

And these cities separ 
follow the practice of a de: 
autumn prolongation: 
Chicago 
Philadelphia 
Pittsburgh 





as it did last March The vote 
. there, however, was only 5 to 4 
against. 

This time the antis marshailed 
their forces, including the drive-in 
theatres who bought display s e 
and radio and television spots (0 
campaign against the proposed 
move. Citizens here had the unsual 
spectacle of radio and tv stations 
pulling for the change to DST, 
while they took commercial spots 
calling for votes against. Starlight 
Theatre, the Swope Park outdoo! 
musical theatre and others lined up 
forces against the move - 
block to DST came from org: d 
labor, which has steadfast): ' 


posed out here. 





N.Y. to Europe 


Richard Brandt 
George DeWitt 
Samuel G. Engel 
Mark Goodman 
Elliott Graham 
Edward L. Kingsley 
Duncan McGregor 
David Merrick 

Roy Norr 

Jonas Rosenfield Jr. 
Maurice Winnick 


N.Y to L.A. 
Cyril Armbrister 
Irving Berlin 
Joe Cohen 
Sylvia Cohen 
Harry Garfield 
Milburn McCarty 
Terry Turner 





King Vidor 





~~. 
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/UN-UNITED STATE OF FILM 





New York Sound Track 





+++ 


Film reviewers of all faiths attended memorial Mass at Paulist Fa- 


thers to Robert Kass, critic of Catholic World who died at 37 
Father John Sheerin, conducted the rites 
Our Sunday Visitor of which John E, 


editor at the periodical, 
incidentally the Catholic sheet, 
Fitzgerald is film critic, now has an 


eer 


ABC circulation of 762,425. 


Americo Aboaf, Universal’s foreign chief, going to South Africa to 


0.0. the situation there under the new setup, 


with 20th-Fox taking 


over from Schlesinger . . . MPEA’S Bill Palmer back in Jakarta, Indo- 


nesia, 
ines... 


Saturday for Venice . Samuel 
He replaces Victor Sedlow.... 


Eagle-eye reader Stanley Richards fingerpoints (and rightly) 


in an attempt to work out a deal for remittance of 1955 earn- 
French import “Gervaise,” 
for the U.S., having trouble at U.S. Customs. . 


on which Columbia has an option 
Richard Brandt off 
Roberts is 20th’s new art director. 


that 


“the editorial tribute to Cecil B. DeMille in last week’s VARIETY was 


well deserved ... but, did Mr. 


Man’? 


Edwin Milton Royle.” Touche! 


Independent Theatre Owners Assn. tossing a Sheraton-Astor lunch- | 
eon tomorrow (Thurs.) for two Bobs, Coyne and O’Donnell, for master- | 
minding the tax win... Paramount’s “Scarlet Hours, 
is doing tired business. 
who've been clamoring for new faces? . 
been given to Madeline O'Donnell at RKO. 
Dallas circuit (Cinema Arts) operator. 


and new stars, 


Bob, v.p.-g.m. of Texas Interstate. 


Metro’s “Lust for Life,” 


DeMille’s brother, 
the recognition for writing that classic American drama, 
As far as I, and theatrical history knows, 


selected for showing 


William, deserve 


it was the work of 


with all young 
So where are the exhibitors 
. “Bundle of Joy” part has 

Pop is William O’Donnell, 
Uncle is the abovementioned 


at the Edinburgh 


Film Festival ,will have a benefit premiere at the Plaza Theatre, N.Y. 
for the Student Fellowship Program of the Metropolitan Museum of 


Art 


stake in the Democratic convention. 
Paul Newman set to star in Gore Vidal’s original 
“The Death of Billy the Kid,” which Fred Coe will pro- | 
. Rock Hudson and Sidney Poitier and direc- 
Richard Brooks back from Africa after completing scenes for 
They proceeded directly to the Coast after a 


son Is the One.” ... 
screenplay, 
duce for Warner Bros. . 
tor 
“Something of Value.” 


stopover at Idlewild . . . Rodgers 


homa!” opens today (Wed.) at the Century Theatre in Buffalo 
and treasurer 


Irving N. Margolin, v.p. 
Detroit for the local changeover to 


Lynn Farnol hosted a pre-birthday 


Janssen’s and then walked guests 
gander an Eastman. Kodak 


photography.... 


.. « Universal’s house organ editor, 


exhibit of 


Morris Alin, had an important 
He’s the writer of a song, “‘Steven- 


& Hammerstein’s Todd-AO “Okla- 


of Cinerama Productions, to 
“Seven Wonders of the World.” . 
Cinerama party Monday 
to Grand Central Station to 
“Seven Wonders” Cinerama 


over 


Producer Joseph Lebworth trying to adapt Nelson Algren’s novel, 


“Walk onethe Wild Side,” for 
20th-Fox. 
kudos for her 


high notes for Deborah Kerr. 


warbling chores in 


to give credit where credit is due. 
. 20th associate story editor 


the screen 


artile for Real Mag. Background 


the 
Book deals with prostitution 
“King and I” 
20th in this case for once seems hesitant 


screen before pitching a deal to 


in which she sang the 


Usually there’s too much of it on 
Henry Klinger authored an 
is the Cc ivil War. 


Sneak (Puff) Previews Pretty Silly? 


H’wood Clings to ‘Reaction Cards’ Though Often 
Filled in By Wives and Rooters of Participants 


Seems as how there’s no more| 
device to| 


tired or ineffectual a 
probe the public’s state of mind 
about any given than the 
“reaction card.” 


pict ure 


ten comment concerning a film im- 
mediately following its sneak pre- 


view in a theatre. ; 
This is reported by “Don’t use| 

my name... but” sources. They 

want anonymity. Possible reper-| 


cussions, you know. 

Particularly meaningless are the 
vox pop scribblings picked up after 
allegedly unheralded showings of 
new product in New York and on 
the Coast. According ‘to the 
masked informants, the word too 
often is leaked about what produc- 
tion is to be unveiled, time and 
place. Those showing up and ob- 
liging with fine praiseology about 
the epic they have just experienced 
are too often company employes, 
agents and friends and relatives of 
the producer, director, the writers, 
players, etc. 

Partisans all. The author’s wife 
comments in glowing terms about 
the basic story. The scriptor’s 
Spouse states the screenplay made 
it a great picture. 
dressed gorgeously, says the de- 
Signer’s rooter. As for the pace, 
well, that was unerring, according 
to the director’s cheerleader. 
femme lead inspired the entire pro- 
duction, insists her admirer. The 
male star submerged himself into 


the part and was truly profound, 
Sez his attaboy-er. 
Get away from the “profes- | 


sional” audiences in Gotham and_| 
L. A. and the reactions, as ex- 
pressed in the solicited verdicts, 
are reliable in only varying de- 
Brees, it’s felt. Just about every | 
Dean Martin- Jerry Lewis comedy | 
advance-shown in the hinterlands 


But the practice | 
persists of inviting laymen’s writ- | 


The stages were | 


The | 


has been panned by the amateur 


often go blase and lose perspec- 
tive. Every M & L entry so far 
has been a good money-maker. 

On the other hand, 
| Wyler’s ‘Desperate Hours” 
raves from the non-pros. It proved 
one of the big disappointments at 
the boxoffice. 





Hollywood's 
|ing a new side of the 
it’s much to detriment of 


“vyes-men” are work- | 
and 
the 





street 
the 


film colony. They’re goading the 
double and triple threat men in 
production into accepting scripts 
| which aren’t complete and/or ap- 
|plauding the first rushes which 
actually should tip the fact that 


changes are needed. They’re tell- 
ing the producer-director or writ- 
er-producer-director that a_ parti- 
cular project looks great in 
early stages but it eventually runs 
into necessary rewrites and costly 
schedule upsets because of insuf- 
ficient preparation. 

And why do the “yes-men” per- 
|form this way. The same reason 
obtains as it has with the claques 
who have surrounded certain top | 
| film- makers and studio execs over 
lthe years. They feel they’re there 
to cheer the boss; everything he 
|does is great. Criticism is a one- 
way ticket to unemployment. 

The foregoing is one of 





the 


. 


‘The Squaw | 


Marny Nixon collecting | 


reviewers who, with pencil in hand, | 


William | 
drew | 


its | 


DEVIL-HINDMST 
EW OPRE! 


Issue involving the sale of pic- 
tures to Russia is focussing the 
spotlight once again on the ques- 
tion of American film company 
unity in dealing with foreign gov- 








ernments, particularly in the 
monopoly countries. 
Involved is the broader maxim 


‘of “in unity is strength,” recited 
these days by the Motion Picture 
'Export Assn., and violated on no 
few recent occasions. “Let’s not be 
beastly to one another” was the 
(topic of an exhortation and a 
charge in New York last week on 
| the part of MPEA prexy Eric 
Johnston. 


Pointing out that American 
| prestige abroad today is at its 
lowest ebb in Many a year, John- 


/ston urged the companies to act in | 
point 


unison. He also charged 
| blank that some of the U. S. dis- 
tributors were contributing to the 
; prevailing impression overseas that 
;the American industry was rife 
|with dissension and could not be 
/counted on ever to act as a group 
However, when prodded _ for 
| specifics, he declined to name the 
|companies he had in mind. John- 
ston said he would privately con- 
|tact the outfits himself. 

| Reference was to various inci- 
dents which, if they continue, are 


which greatly de- 
‘pends on a unified company ap- 


(13) aa | proach. 


It’s known that there’s been un- 
happiness among some of the dis- 
tributors re the situation in Spain 
and Denmark, where the MPEA 
maintains an import boycott. Lat- 
ter is supposed to create a situa- 
tion that would force these coun- 
| tries to come to terms. 

However, some of the companies 
have been moving towards con- 
tinued activity in these markets, 
such as releasing added 16m 
prints, ete. 
nettled by the 20th-Fox position 
vis-a-vis international film  festi- 
vals and the virtual ultimatum 
presented to the association by 
United Artists re the sale of films 
to the Communists. 





Gals’ Convention Sept. 28 


Charlotte, Aug. 14. 

Annual convention of the Assn. 
of the Women of the Motion Pic- 
| ture Industry will be held in At- 
lanta Sept. 28-30. Planning to at- 
|} tend the conclave are members of 
the local chapter who met here last 
week. 
| Elected delegates were Mrs. 
Viola Wister (Howco) and Mrs. Mil- 
(20th- F Ox), 





dr ed Ww arren 


YES-MEN CON TYRO PIC P 
* INTO BAD MISSTEPS SEZ HORNBLOW 


downbeat asides to the upsurge in | 
independent production 
presented here as_ one 
opinion—the man being veteran 
producer thur Hornblow Jr. 
Hornblow’s particular beef con- 
| cerns the former writers and direc- 
tors who now are pursuing indie 
paths and have added “producer’”’ 
to their titles but actually don’t 
understand, he says, the meaning 
of the job. The claques are fine 


{|for their morale at the start of 
| work on a property. But half-way 
through the shooting it’s found 
that there’s not enough script 
, written out. Re those claques, 
|““‘this is ‘yesmanism’ in its worst 
| form,” submits Hornblow. 


| “Trouble with the wunder kind 
| type of Hollywood operator is that 
|}absence of knowledge of the pro- 
ducer’s function,” according to 
Hornblow. “The producer,” he 
states, “is manager, editor and 
| critic. He must be able to seek 
out the right story, eliminate its 
flaws in the scenario, assemble and 
guide the performers and collabo- 
irate with the director. He must 


J 


seen undermining the effectiveness | 
*\of the MPEA 


Also, Johnston appears | 


and is} 
man’s | 


and Sheba,” 











‘BALCONY SEATS ONLY’ 


Hollywood Par’s Downstairs 
Reseated for “War & Peace” 


Hollywood, Aug, 14. 

Hollywood Paramount 
matinee performances this week to 
launch a $50,000 renovation project 
in advance of the world premiere 
of Paramount's “War and Peace,” 
which opens Aug. 23. Next week, 
in the days before the premiere, 
house will operate with a “balcony 
only” policy to permit installation 
of new seats and flooring in the 
orchestra section. 

“Peace” has been set for 
imum four month booking on a ex- 
“world premiere” basis. 





cancelled 


a min- 


” 


clusive 


NEWSREELS ALSO-RAN 
AT DEM CONVENTION 


Washington, Aug, 14. 

| The reduced prestige of the the- 
| atre newsreels was never more 
clearly observable than at the 
| Democratic convention. Once the 
center of attention at any big news 
story, the dwindling corps of news- 
reel staffers for the big companies 
is a sad commentary on the cruel 
onslaughts of electronic progress. 

Sole exception to this is Fox 
Movietone, which early saw the 
handwriting on the nation’s screens 
and joined the enemy via its own 
television set-up. Tony Muto, 
20th’s Washington rep, is on hand | 
with a bigger staff than ever, 
thanks to the newsreel tie-in with 
UP. Concentrating on spot news 
for telefilm, and features for the 
slow-moving theatrical newsreel, 
Movietone has 24 men, divided in- 
| to legit crews, covering the town. 





In addition they have contracted | 
with Cinema Processing Labs for 
fast developing, and maintain a 


dark room at%he Amphitheatre 

Warner Pathe, for whom the 
bell tolls next week, is covering 
'sans audio with a skeleton staff 
| Paramount, Universal and News of 
the Day are on the job with skill 
and know-how, as in the past, but 
in a losing battle with the immedi- 
acy of tv. 

Sole bright spot was pre-conven- 


tion scoop of Charles Shutt, , of 
News of the Day, who wangled 
from Adlai Stevenson the civil 
‘rights plank statement. But even 


this had its bitter side, for it was 
the tv boys who stepped right up 
'and used it first, 


QDUCERS 


check temperamental outbursts 
He must give the entire project a 
harmonious flow. 


“The combination director-pro- 
ducer, with some exceptions, or the 
writer-producer-director simply 
cannot function adequately in the 
multiple capacity. The result is 
with the claques as an adverse 
factor, the wunder kind is going 
|}overboard on shooting time and 
the full potential is not being 
|}drawn from screen properties.” 
| For years on the Metro lot as a 


| contract film-maker, Hornblower 
| thinks it’s fine that producers, go- 


ing indie, are now sharing in the 
profits. But an organization such 


its long history of emphasis on the 
role of producer, he believes. 
Hornblow was in New York this 
week en route to London where 
he’ll produce an adaptation of the 
legiter, ‘Witness For the Prosecu- 
tion.” Follows this with ‘Solomon 
the latter probably in 
the Todd-AO process. Both in 
partnership with Edward Small 





but couldn’t be sustained. 


| have 


as M-G had its plusses because of | 


, until 


‘Looks As If Yank Films Go USSR; 
Metro and UA Probably on Own 


+ 


There is every 
that the 


reason to believe 
vast majority of the Amer- 
ican film companies will vote to 
deal with the Russians and their 
satellites via the medium of the 
Motion Picture Export Assn. 

Only notable . exceptions are 
likely to be United Artists, which 
has already said it prefers to go 
its own way, and Metro, which has 
also indicated it leans to a solo act. 

Committee has been appointed 
to study the situation, specifically 
the manner under which a nool ar- 
rangement would work. Reps or 
the group are UA’s Arnold Picker 
Wolfe Cohen of Warner Bros, and 
Morton A. Spring, first v.p. of 
Loew’s International. 

With the example of Yugoslavia 
at hand, most of the companies 
feel that it’s wise to deal with the 
monopoly states as a unit. MPEA 
functioned precisely that way dur- 
ing and immediately after the war, 
All films were pooled and the rev 
enue from its areas were divvied 
up regardless of whose company's 


pax were actually chosen for dis- 
tribution. 

It’s indicated that a switch on 
that formula may be sought by the 
committee inasmuch as some fee} 
the payoff doesn’t seem fair. For- 
/eign execs .say that, even if UA 


and Metro should decide to act on 
their own, this wouldn't be suffi- 
cient to break up the entire MPEA 
front. 

Furthermore, MPEA affords a 
much better control of the product 
being released and may save fu- 
ture recriminations re the type of 
film chosen for showing behind 
the Curtain. 

In Yugoslavia, it was again pri 
marily Metro which caused the 
MPEA splitup by deciding to sel 
on its own. MPEA coalition held 
together for a little while longer 
It’s said, 
distribs’ subse- 
with the Yugo- 


however, that the 
quent experience 
slav film monopoly has caused 
them to regret the shandenine of 
the MPEA operation. 


That the companies will decide 
to start film dealings with the 
Reds, who are eager for U.S. films, 
is beyond a doubt, particularly in 
the light of UA’s stance. Picker 
has told the other companies that 
he'll start selling after Aug. 31 
regardless of what MPEA decides 
to do. 

The MPEA franchise on the Iron 
Curtain territories terminates Aug. 
vl. It is expected that it will be 
extended, at least for a limited 
period. At the same time, it’s re- 
called that 20th-Fox prexy Spyres 
P. Skouras still plans to go to Rus- 
ia this fall and may wish to retain 
a free hand. 20th so far has given 
no indications that it wishes to 
tackle the Communist countries on 
its own. 

American execs are generally 
skeptical about the prospects of 
any profitable deals with the Reds, 


but say that it’s necessary to trade 
with them for two reasons: 1. Films 
are still this country’s best ambas- 
sadors abroad, and would be par- 
ticularly so behind the Iron Cur- 
tain. 2. Any expansion of the world 
market must be encouraged 

From the remarks of Eric John- 
ston at the MPEA executive meet- 
ing in N.Y last week it was 
gleaned that he wasn’t unduly 
hopeful for any lucrative deal with 


the Soviets. Johnston reported 
his talks with the Soviet 
dor in Washington. The 
been putting the 
“swap” arrangements, which have 
no appeal to the Americans. 
Rep Also to Solo 

Board of the Export Assn. 
N. Y. meeting yesterday (Tues.) 
entered into lively discussion on 
selling pictures to Russia and the 
satellites but put off the decisions 
another session called for 
Friday (17). 

However, it was made clear that 
both United Artists and Republic 
intend to deal directly with the 


on 
Ambassa- 

Russians 
accent on 


at a 


and for release by United Artists. | Reds. 





6 FILM REVIEWS 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, August 15, 1956 





Thrillarama Adventure 





Still another widescreen tech- 
nique. Can be theatre-installed 
in 17 hours. But first film 
marred by seam and fade. De- 
vice inferior to photography, 
narration and music. 





Houston, Aug. 9. 

New wide sereen depth perception 
process presented by Thillarama Produc- 
tion Inc. of Dallas (Albert H. Reynolds, 
Dowlen Russell). Photographed under 
contract by Raphael G. Wolff Studios Inc. 
of Holiywood. Presented at Metropolitan 
Theatre. Houston, Aug. 9, 1956. Running 
time, 96 MINS. 


The latest of the 
fected device. Thrillarama’s big- 
gest advantage to the theatre op- 
erator is its relative simplicity. It 
utilizes two standard 
produce a_ three-times-the-usual 
size picture on A curved screen. 

But a disconcerting and annoy- 
ing seam results when the two 
films are brought together on the 
screen. The synchronization of the 
two strips of film is not nearly 
perfect and the result is a great 
deal of split-level imagery. 

The places and events filmed for 
the inaugural footage are interest- 
ing and well chosen. They vary 
from underwater ballet in Weeki 
Wachee Springs in Florida to a 
precision drill team of cowgirl clad 
coeds to a Marine training maneu- 
ver. 

The color photography is often 
good but has a tendency in spots 
to wash out. This doesn’t happen 
to the whole curved screen but 
mainly in an 
seam. 

The segment on the Leather- 
necks was very well received and 
in light of the recent McKeon 
courts martial might lend itself to 
the best exploitation possibilities. 

Forst. 


The Solid Gold Cadillae 


Comedy caper from the stage 
hit. Judy Holliday, Paul Doug- 
las and bright b.o. 


Hollywood, Aug. 14. 


Columbia release of Fred Kohlmar pro- 


duction. Stars Judy Holliday, Paul 
Douglas; features Fred Clark, John Wil- 
liams, Hiram Sherman, Neva Patterson, 
Ralphe Dumke, Ray Collins, Arthur 


o’Connell. Directed by Richard Quine. 
Screenplay, Abe Burrows; from play by 
George S. Kaufman, Howard Teichmann, 
produced on stage by Max Gordon; cam- 
era, Charles Lang; editor, Charles Nelson; 
music, Cyril J. Mockridge. conducted by 
Lionel Newman. Previewed July 26, ’56. 
Running time, 99 MINS, 
Laura Partridge ; 
Edward L. McKeever...... 
Clifford Snell nidiorh 
John T, Blessington. 
Harry Harkness : 
Amelia Shotgraven .... 
Warren Gillie ose 
Alfred Metcalfe 
Jenkins 
Williams ; 
Miss L’Arriere 
Blessington’s Secretary 
Snell’s Secretary 
Chauffeur 
Receptionist 

Senator Simpkins 


Judy Holliday 
Paul Douglas 
a Fred Clark 
.. John Williams 
Hiram Sherman 
Neva Patterson 
Ralph Dumke 
Arthur 
Richard Deacon 
Marilyn Hanold 
Anne Loos 
Audrey Swanson 
Larry Hudson 
Sandra White 
Harry Antrim 


Original Broadway script was 
changed to fit an older stage ac- 
tress, Josephine Hull, and is now 
changed back in the Columbia film 
version as a vehicle for a vounger 
comedienne, Judy Holliday. The 





satire on minority stockholder gad- | 


fly treatment of vested interests 
and pompous executives makes for 
hilarity and the boxoffice prospects 
are bright. 

In this version, the heroine of 
George S. Kaufman-Howard Teich- 
mann play gets not only the Cadil- 
lac, but a man. 


Script is by Abe Burrows. As 


the dizzy blonde with some native, | 
Miss | 
The man’s | 


and naive, common 
Holliday is a delight. 
Paul Douglas, who does much- to 
make the comedy click under Rich- 
ard Quine’s direction, even against 
such competition as a femme role 


sense, 


tailored to Miss Holliday’s particu- | 


lar talent, 

Fred KohlImar’s production 
achieves a plushy look without the 
use of color or bigscreen assists. 
There is a flash of color at 
tale’s wrapup to show off 
comedy is such that 


no one will 


miss a dye job elsewhere. Charles | 


Lang’s photography, the gowns by 
Jean Louis, and the art direction 
and set decorations do their share 
in contributing te the physical 
polish. 

Laugh springboard is in playing 
the little against the big and mak- 
ing the small dog the winner. In 
this case, it’s a broad treatment of 
big corporation board members 
who get their comeuppance from 
a femme who owns only 10 shares 
of common in the company. Slick- 
ly caricaturjng the stuffed shirts 
are Fred Clark, John Williams, Hi- 
ram Sherman, Ratph Dumke and 
Ray Collins, each of whom regis- 
ters strongly in the laugh line: 

Along with slicing up big busi- 
ness, plot takes a poke at govern- 
ment, too, through the character 
done so well by Douglas. He’s the 
company’s ex-prexy, resigned to 


take a dollar-a-year post in Wash- 


ington, but who ends up carrying 
the ball for Miss Holliday in her 
campaign to represent the small 
stockholders of the corporation in 
question, 

Abetting the laughs are Arthur 
O’Connell, mild-manner office man- 
ager, and Neva Patterson, the shy 
secretary to the mischief-creating 
Miss Holliday. Others in the cast 
are able, too ~~ 

Film has a narration by George 
Burns, although it serves no par- 
ticular purpose as far as the com- 
edy is concerned. In the stage 
original the late Fred Allen of- 
ficiated similarly. 





widescreen | 
techniques is far from being a per- 


cameras to} 


area close to the— 


Ray Collins | 
O’Connell | 


the | 
that | 
creampuff auto of the title, but the | 


Score was cleffed by Cyril J. Mock- 
ridge, with Lionel Newman con- 
ducting, and is an aid. There'll 
probably be some sales help froin 
the often-spun Pear] Bailey disk 
‘of a tune wearing the picture’s 
title, although it’s not in the actual 
footage. Brog. 

| 


Bus Stop 
(C’SCOPE-COLOR) 


Marilyn Monroe in rowdy film 
| treatment of the stage comedy; 
| surefire b.o. 


| —— 
| Hollywood, Aug. 14. 

| 20th-Fox release of Buddy Adler pro- 
duction. Stars Marilyn Monroe; introduces 
Don Murray; features Arthur O’Connell, 
Betty Field, Eileen Heckart, Robert Bray, 
Hope Lange, Hans Conried, Casey Adams. 
| Directed by Joshua Logan. Screenplay, 
George Axelrod; based on play by Wil- 
liam Inge; camera (De Luxe Color), Mil- 
ton Krasner; editor, William Reynolds; 
music, Alfred Newman, Cyril Mockridge: 
song, Ken Barby, sung by The Four Lads. 











Previewed Aug. 10, ’56. Running time, 

94 MINS. 

Le ct nena pened ee Marilyn Monroe 
66054 866 Ghee etasewibad Don Murray 
Virgil . Arthur O’Connell 
GrRO® cov oteber Betty Field 
Vera . Eileen Heckart 
SS err ‘ Robert Bray 

FR veces ee Hope Lange 

| Life Photog .....cscerscee Hans Conreid 


Life Reporter 


Casey Adams 
| Manager of Night Club..... 


Henry Slate 





ST si. psbeakeenehaeswe Terry Kelman 
| Eis s eur gdenvnne benaate Linda Brace 
|} Cover Girl . Greta Thyssen 
| Landlady Helen Mayon 
EE, sds hon deueeeesaneee’s Lucille Knox 





William Inge’s rowdy play about 
a cewboy and a lady (sic) gets a 
;raucous screen treatment in this 
| Buddy Adler production for 20th- 
| Fox. The results, and particularly 
‘from the casting of Marilyn 
| Monroe after her long film holdout, 
|look like surefire boxoffice. 
| Pic is Miss Monroe’s first since 
“Seven Year Itch,” a b.o. success, 
|and this return shot is headed in 
|the same general direction at the 
| wickets. Both the scripter and di- 


Logan, respectively, were brought 
from the legit field to get the Inge 
icomedy on film and, with a few 
|minor exceptions, bring the chore 
off resoundingly. 

The production, besides return- 
jing Miss Monroe, also serves to 
introduce a fresh new male face 
to film audiences in the person of 
Don Murray. He is the exuberant 
|young cowhand who comes to the 
icity to win some rodeo money and 
|learn about women. Audiences will 
'like him and should await his next 
|film start, possibly in role that 
require quite as much 


} doesn't 
| broadness of playing, with interest. 
| The Monroe fans will find her 
|s.a. not so positive, but still potent, 
in her “Bus Stop” character, but 
this goes with the type of well- 
used saloon singer and wouldbe 
actress she portrays. The glamour 
{has been bleached out with ex- 
itremely light, and not too becom- 
|ing, makeup, but the personality 
is still there. Performancewise, 
Miss Monroe comes off acceptably, 
even though failing to maintain 
‘any kind of consistency in the 
Southern accent required of the 
role. 

Murray is a 21-year-old Montana 
rancher who comes to Phoenix for 
the rodeo, meets and kisses his 
first girl and literally kidnaps her. 
The girl, a “chantoosie” in a cheap 
restaurant patronized by rodeo, 
|performers, is reluctant about 
marriage, but by the time Murray 
|ropes her, shouts at her, and gets 
| beat up for her, she gives in, both 
because love has set in, as well as 
physical exhaustion. 

Adler has given the two top 
[players some _ terrific support. 
Arthur O’Connell milks everything 
from his spot as Murray’s friend 
and watchdog and Betty Field 
clicks big as the amorous operator 
of the roadside bus stop. Another 
scoring strongly is Eileen Heckart, 
Miss Monroe’s friend. Particularly 
| good is Robert Bray, driver of the 
| bus who likes to eye a shapely leg or 
| pat a friendly dame, It’s his charac- 
, ter that keys the plot wrapup when 
jhe whips Murray during an en- 
| forced stop as the bus stop. Among 
/others seen to advantage are Hope 
' Lange, Hans Conried, Casey Adams 
/and Henry Slate. 


Phoenix footage includes quite a 
| bit of rodeo contesting, giving an 
‘action note to the plot very effec- 
‘tively. Scenes in the restaurant 
|where Miss Monroe works and 
| further color,.as do those rolling 
i bus shots: caught by the Cinema- 
Scope cameras of. Milton Krasner 
‘in De Luxe Color, Brog. 


} 


| 


'rector, George Axelrod and Joshua |*S Mason’s troubled wife. 


er Than Life 
(C’SCOPE-COLOR) 


James Mason in dramatic 
study of dangers of wonder 
drug, cortisone. Well-done. 


Hollywood, Aug. 14. 

20th-Fox release of James Mason pro- 
duction. Stars Mason, Barbara Rush, Wal- 
ter Matthau; features Robert Simon, 
Christopher Olsen, Roland Winters, Rusty 
Lane, chel Stephens, Kipp Hamilton. 
Directed by Nicholas Ray. Story and 
screenplay, Cyril Hume, Richard Mai- 
baum; based on a New Yorker article by 
Berton Rouche; camera (De Luxe Color), 
Joe MacDonald; editor, Louis Loeffler; 
music, David Raksin. Previewed Aug. 1, 
56. Running time, 95 MINS. 








i SN ccodeceetaeesosea James Mason 
DME 0 50 ce cbdb'666644gee4 Barbara Rush 
MED icaxeh69bs¢500s 0 Walter Matthau 
a, BeGMR scteedsecese« Robert Simon 
Richie Avery ..... .... Christopher Olsen 
ts MMIR scccas eee se% Roland Winters 
De DGD o-nrcoceneceess . Rusty Lane 
PE psc cteSeetenseees Rachel Stephens 
Tt SE .cveceees cones Kipp Hamilton 
Drs. ER POTte occcceces Betty Caulfield 
Se errr Virginia Carroll 
i ME chtecnesinonsoere Henry McEvoy 
es SE 66550000 cnnsaksi eas Bill Jones 
Mt (chins 5tetenebends baoeuecel Dee Aaker 
errr ecee Jerry Mather 
Renee epee Portland Mason 
Se Natalie Masters 
i aaa Richard Collier 
Dr. MCLAMNAR 2c ccccovce: Lewis Charles 
aa seeser John Monoghan 





Druggist 
Clergyman 


Gus Schilling 
Alex Frazer 


Mrs. Edwards ota aed Mary McAdoo 
Salesladies Mary Carver, Eugenia Paul 
Di Ce x <ccgars chee ns Gladys Richards 
RO ere David Bedell 
SEN GG 9%. 5 uk ac wal ho aia eo Ann Spencer 


Dr. Norton’s Nurse........ .Nan Dolan 

James Mason has picked a pow- 
erful subject for his first 20th-Fox 
production and delivers it with 
quite a bit of dramatic distinction 
in carrying out the supervisory 
duties and as the male lead sub- 
jected to a miracle drug experi- 
ment. “Bigger Than Life” ex- 
poses the good and bad in corti- 
sone, showing it to have the po- 
tential to work great curative won- 
ders, or to destroy physically and 
mentally a wrongful user. There’s 
a certain amount of controversial 
material in such a subject and any 
pro and con that develops might 
be helpful at the boxoffice. 


A great deal of care is taken tn 
the forceful, realistically drafted 
screenplay by Cyril Hume and 
Richard Mailbaum to give both 
sides of the case, while at the same 
time telling a gripping, dramatic 
story of people that become very 
real under Nicholas Ray’s wonder- 
working direction. The perform- 
ances are standout under his 
guidance, with Barbara Rush earn- 
ing particular praise for her work 
It’s an 
extremely moving portrayal of 
great depth and shading. 

Mason is exceptionally fine as 
the modestly-circumstanced grade 
school teacher who undergoes a 
series of experiments with corti- 
sone in the hope he can be cured 
of a usually fatal disease. At first 
the experiments progress prom- 
isingly, but he begins to overdose 
himself and some startling person- 
ality changes occur, building a 
morbid kind of suspense to the 
smashingly dramatic climax in 
which the teacher is prevented 
from carrying out his intention of 
killing his son, his wife and him- 
self. A hopefully happy ending 
put a believable tag on the absorb- 
ing 95 minutes. 

Christopher Olsen scores 
his tremendously effective study 
of Mason’s young son. There’s no 
touch of moppet precociousness in 
his playing. Walter Matthau reg- 
isters strongly as the family friend 
who prevents a tragic end to the 
story, while Robert Simon and 
Roland Winters are good as doe- 
tors. Rusty Lane, school principal; 
Kipp Hamilton, a flirty teacher; 
Rachel Stephens, a nurse; Lewis 
Charles, Gus Schilling and others 
lend the melodrama very good 
support. 

The CinemaScope lensing in De 
Luxe Color by Joe MacDonald 
leads the list of a number of stand- 
out assists, which include editing 
by Louis Loeffler, sound by W. D. 
Flick and Harry M. Leonard, art 
direction and set decorations by 
Lyle R. Wheeler and Jack Martin | 
Smith, and Walter M. Scott and 
Stuart A. Reiss, respectively. 
David Raksin’s score, conducted by 
Lionel Newman, figures impor- 
tantly. Brog. 


with 





The Queen of Babylon 
(ITALIAN-COLOR) 


Sexy spectacle starring Rhonda 
Fleming, Ricardo Montalban; 





good exploitation entry. 
20th-Fox release of Pantheon Film 
(Nat Wachsberger) production. Stars 


Rhonda Fleming. Ricardo Montalban. Di- 
rected by Carlo Ludovico’  Bragalia. 
Screenplay Ennio de Concini, Giuseppe 
Mangione, Bragaglia from story by Maria 
Bory; camera (Ferraniacolor), Gabor Po- 


fany; music, Renzo Rossellini. Trade- 
shown N.Y., Aug. 9, ’56. Running time, 
109 MINS, 

Semiramis ......+..... Rhonda Fleming 
| | e+eeeeeesss Ricardo Montalban 
Assur $+244 6S Rh ROO DRI Roldano Lupi 
Sibari senses errr er Carlo Ninchi 
DE Bvacccéacsese tin ceees Tamara Lees 








Sex, scanty costumes and action 





are the prime ingredients of this} 








Italian-made spectacle of pre-Bibli- 


cal times. There are minor faults 
in the lavish Pantheon Film pro- 
duction but these can be overcome 
by an aggressive campaign for the 
story abounds with exploitable 
angles, Also an asset marqueewise 
are stars Rhonda Fleming and Ri- 
cardo Montalban. 


Picture isn’t sufficiently polished 
to merit much attention in the 
downtown deluxers, but it should 
mop up in subsequent runs and 
drive-ins if effectively sold. Dub- 
bing of the original Italian is but 
fair and the dialog is occasionally 
stilted. While a film of this nature 
would have registered better pic- 
torially in widescreen, nevertheless 
the movement and lusty atmos- 
phere of ancient Babylon are ade- 
quately eaptured by use of the 
standard aspect ratio. 

The Maria Bory yarn, which 
three scripters adapted for the 
screen, affords Miss Fleming a field 
day as far as displaying her ample 
proportions is concerned. For this 
is the legend of the Queen of Ba- 
bylon to whom history attributes 
“every kind of extravagance and 
vice.” Before her ascension to the 
throne, she was a lowly goatherder | 
whose wants were few and tastes 
were simple. 

But rapid changes came about 
when Ricardo Montalban, a dash-| 
ing Chaldean warrior, took refuge 
in her hut from the pursuing le- 
gions of Roldano Lupi who por-| 
trays the tyrranical King of As- 
syria. Initially, the flaming-tressed 
Miss Fleming is conscripted into 
the ranks of the royal concubines. 
But she disdains both Lupi and his 
nefarious prime minister, Carlo 
Ninchi. It goes without saying that 
eventually Montalban overcomes 
adversity to install her upon the 
throne. 

Most of Miss Fleming's contribu- 
tion is confined to demonstrating 
her charms with a minimum of at- 





tire. To lensman Gabor Pogany’s 
credit his Ferraniacolor camera | 
hardly misses a contour. Montal-| 


ban’s performance is reminiscent 
of Douglas Fairbanks Sr. in his hey- 
day for he vanquishes “hunger- 
crazed” crocodiles and assumes 
proportions of a one-man army as 
he swings on chandeliers, etc. 
Less impressive is the thesping 
of Lupi and Ninchi. Former 1s 
rather colorless as the wicked king 
while Ninchi tends to overplay his 
role of the scheming royal hench- 
man. Tamara Lees has her points 
as a jealous concubine who first in- 
forms upon Miss Fleming but aids 
her at the denouement. While 
things are a bit unwieldly at times, 
direction of Carlo Ludovico Brag- 
aglia manages to cram copious ac- 
tion, femininity and suspense in 
the 109 minutes of footage. Score 
of Renzo Rossellini sets the proper 
mood and producer Nat Wachs- 
berger has supplied _ topdrawer 
physical values. Print is by Tech- 
nicolor. 
20th-Fox, incidentally, is dis- 
tributing only in the U.S. and Can- 
ada. Elsewhere in the world the 
film by local franchise holders. 
Made a couple of years ago, It orig- 
inally was tagged “La Cortigiana 
di Babilonia” (The Courtesan of 
Babylon). It was also known as 
“Semiramis.” Reportedly, the ver- 
sion released abroad has femme 
cast members wearing less than 
they do in the U.S. print. Gilb. 





The First Traveling 


Saleslady 
(COLOR—SONGS) 


Ginger Rogers in hokey 
feminist period comedy, aided 
by Carol Channing and sup- 
porting tv names. Requires 
heavy selling. 





of Arthur Lubin produc- 
by Lubin. Stars Ginger 
Nelson, Carol Channing, 
David Brian, James Arness; features 
Clint Eastwood Robert Simon, Frank Wil- 
cox, Daniel M. White, Harry Cheshire, 
John Eldredge. Screenplay, Stephen Long- 
street and Devery Freeman; camera 
(Technicolor), William Snyder; song, 
Irving Gertz and Hal Levy. Tradeshown 
N.Y. Aug. 13, ’56. Running time, 92 MINS. 
Rose: Gillray Ginger Rogers 
Charles Masters Barry Nelson 
Molly Wade Carol Channing 
James Carter David Brian 


RKO release 
tion, directed 
Rogers, Barry 


eee ee 


Joel Kingdom James Arness 
Jack Rice ......ccecsseee Clint Eastwood 
Dn pb sb bree ces 0d 690006608 Robert Simon 
Marshall Duncan ...... Frank Wilcox 
ss wticces kceuee an Daniel M. White 
Judge Benson .......+++- Harry Cheshire 
SVORTE asa veecsossees John Eldredge 
PE vs cocvs eaves beeecs Robert Hinkle 
NS Cre Ter TTT Jack Rice 
Annie Peachpit...... Kate Drain Lawson 


Theodore Roosevelt...... Edward Cassidy 
Schlessinger ............... Fred Essler 
The Lancers 
The first production to roll off 
the RKO lot under the O'’Neil- 
O’Shea-Dozier banner is a light- 
weight affair that will require hard 
selling. It brings back Ginger 
Rogers in a comedy role and a host 
of familiar faces from tv, as well 
as Carol Channing essaying her 
first picture role. Results are dis- 
appointing, for the period comedy | 
is cliche-ridden and the plot lines | 
artificial and te'egraphed. 7 
The femnist angle may win} 





some of the distaff side of the 
audience, but it is hard to see how 
this Arthur Lubin production can 
lift itself above the routine pro- 
grammer niche, 

Miss Rogers, who remains a 
pretty dish, does not help matters 
in her projection of the first-sales- 
lady role, adopting a nasal twang 
as a voice characteristic. The com- 
edy, dealing with Miss Rogers’ 
tribulations in selling what ordi- 
narily would be incongruous items 
—corsets and barbed wire—veers 


close to out-and-out burlesque. 
Scenes are replete with stock 
Injuns, stock western characters 


and situations, and numerous vis- 
ual gags. Even “Teddy Rooseveit.” 
played by Edward Cassidy, and tiie 
Prince of Wales are brought in out 
of left field. Producer-director 
Arthur Lubin, who did the “Fran- 
cis” series, adopted the same bald 
strokes for this one, with similar 
hokey effects. 

The broad story lines finds Miss 
Rogers in the period of the Gay 
Nineties trying to retrieve her 
bankrupt corset business by branch- 
ing out into barbed wire selling 
down Texas way. Every man who 
tried before had been strung up by 
the free range advocates. She's 
aided by her sidekick legiter Caro] 
Channing who, during the course 
of the events, belts out one num- 
ber, “A Corset Can Do a Lot for 
a Lady.” for moderate results, 
Irving Gertz did the music, with 
lvrics by Hal Levy. 

The featured males are asso- 
ciated with tv: Barry Nelson, of 
“My Favorite Husband” telefilm 
series, plays a_ transcontinental 
autoist who finally wins Miss Rog- 
ers; David Brian, of “Mr. District 
Attorney,” is the steel tycoon; and 
James Arness, of “Gunsmoke,” is 
the Texas baron, a heavy with a 
heart. The players acquit them- 
selves competently, considering 
the vehicle, scripted by Stephen 
Longstreet and Devery Freeman. 

The Technicolor enriches the 
Gay Nineties sets and throws life 
on the screen, when the locale 
moves to Texas. The production 
budget appears on the modest side. 
The title song, “The First Travele 
ing Saleslady,” sung by The Lan- 
cers at the intro and curtain ade- 
quately sets the mood. Horo. 


Bandido 
(C’'SCOPE-COLOR) 


Far-fetching tale of 1916 gun- 
running in Mexico. But divert- 
ingly treated and actionful. 
Good outlook, 





a Hollywood, Aug. 14. 

United Artists release of Robert L. 
Jacks (Bandido) production. Stars Robert 
Mitchum, Ursula Thiess, Gilbert Roland, 
Zachary Scott; features Rodolfo Acosta, 
Henry Brandon, Douglas Fowley. Directed 


by Richard Fleischer. Sereenplay, Earl 
Felton; eamera (De Luxe Color), Ernest 
Laszlo; editor, Robert Golden; music, 


Max Steiner. Previewed Aug. 6, ’56. Run- 
ning ime, 91 MINS, 


PEE ¢ bnins waepacanas Robert Mitchum 
ok aos os ahs ab baa ke Ursula Thiess 
DOD dcenn eases cuahcewss Gilbert Roland 
Kennedy Chik €as buenas +.» Zachary Scott 
Sebastion heen rewsenenes Rodolfo Acosta 
Gonzalez (db04 900 6Hb 00089 Jose I. Torvay 
Gunther beh sou nae eeees Henry Brandon 
DONO occ bse weanedeves Douglas Fowley 
Lorenzo 3:9 000604 he6 bmab aus Victor Junco 
G. Brucero ....... Alfonso Sanchez Tello 
MOET 86 26 6d e-becesven Arturo Manrique 
Driver be seeeceeroeonce Jose A. Espinosa 
Santos Meret eheaen ad Margarito Luna 
Priest wereresese Miguel Inclan 
Man in Wagon ....... oWse Jose Munoz 
Manager .. ..Manuel Sanchez Navarro 
GUND BOF oi vissaees Antonio Sandoval 
Scout 


Alberto Pedret 





Gun-running in Mexico back in 
1916 sets up a round of adven- 
turous action for this United Art- 
ists release. It has the kind of 
fanciful movement, lush settings 
via its on-the-spot lensing below 
the border in CinemaScope and 
De Luxe Color, and marquee 
names that mean a good playoff 
in the regular market. 

Robert Mitchum is a likeable not 
always understandable, sort of 
hero-heavy in the Earl Felton plot 
who likes war because it gives him 
a chance to make some money gun- 
running, besides finding amuse- 
ment in his profession. While the 
yarn is a dime thriller, it also pre- 
sented with some above-average 
touches here and there, plus some 
extremely frank birds-and-bees by- 
play between Mitchum and the 
heroine, Ursula Thiess, that adds 
spice to the action. Film has its 
slow spots, mostly due to occa- 
sionally draggy direction by Rich- 
ard Fleischer and a need of tighter 
editing. For its market, though, 
the flaws are minor. 

In addition to Mitchum, the male 
end of the cast draws notable help 
from the presence of Gilbert Ro- 
land, leader of the rebels for whom 
the gun-runner is trying to obiain 
arms, for money naturally, by hi- 
jacking a shipment being brought 
in by Zachary Scott for the Regu- 
lares. It takes some doing, and 
quite a bit of bloodshed, efore 
the rebels get the arms. Windup 
finds Mitchum taking, insierd ol 
the money he likes, Miss ‘hiess, 
the unhappy wife of Scott w..o be- 

(Continued on page 138) 
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AD FILMS IN 16,00 





Nothing So Rare In Hollywood 


As a Good Feminine Comic 


Hollywood, Aug. 14. + 


Shortage of first-rate comedi- 
ennes—now at an all-time low— 
stymies the making of many good 
comedies, resulting in an _ imbal- 
ance of heavy dramas coming out 
of Hollywood, declares Columbia 
director Richard Quine. 

“Top comediennes are the ura- 
nium of the motion picture busi- 
ness,” says Quine, who directed 
“The Solid Gold Cadillac,” Judy 
Holliday-Paul Douglas co-starrer. 
“They're not only as valuable to 
the entire industry, but are as rare 
and hard to find. 

“They were always few and far 
between, but we did have a fair 
supply. There were Constance 
Talmadge, Mary Pickford, Mabel 
Normand, Marie Dressler, Carole 
Lombard, Jean Arthur, Irene 
Dunne, 
few others. 

“They were right there on top, 
gifted with that indefinable uni- 
versal quality—a kind of wistful 
appeal—that made them 
beings as well as comics. 

“Explore the field today and you 
come up with only two genuine, 
high-assay comediennes—June Al- 
lyson and Judy Holliday. These 
two wonderful performers have 
the ability to shuttle from laugh- 
ter in tears, the indispensable in- 
gredient of truly great comedy.” 

Quine maintains that there are 
two kinds of feminine funmakers: 
those you laugh at and those you 
laugh with. “Those you laugh 
with,” he says, “have a humanness 
and humor so fundamentally inter- 
national that they can be 
stood as easily by audiences in 
Marrakech as by those in Manhat- 
tan 

Unhappily for all of us, June 
Allvson makes too few comedies. 
I recently saw her in Columbia's 
‘You Can’t Run Away From It,’ 
with Jack Lemmon, and I could 
have cried. Cried because she 
doesn’t give up serious pictures 
and devote herself to comedy. The 
town is full of gals who can do the 
straight stuff, but we're starved 
for comediennes. There oughta be 
a law 

“But for Judy 
Holliday; she has ambition to 
do ‘The Brothers Karamanzov.’ 
There is one of the classic comedi- 
ennes of all time. To paraphrase, 
she is the eternal ‘little woman, 
what now?’ Her brow-beaten but 
ultimately triumphant Billie Dawn 
in ‘Born Yesterday’ won her an 
Academy Award, zoomed her over- 
night as a boxoffice champ, and 
will long endure as a text-book for 
aspiring female comics.” 

Quine’s preoccupation with com- 
edy stems from a career steeped 
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Comedy Search 


Continued from page 3 








writers can’t find anything to poke 
fun at, comedy dries up.” 

Truth, Jack Rose, adds, is the 
essence of a successful film come- 
dy. “It’s those comedies that are 
artificially contrived,” he contends, 
“that fall by the wayside.” 


Edmund Grainger, who has just 
completed “Bundle of Joy” at 
RKO, feels the industry should 
make definite attempts to go after 
comedy blockbusters. Naturally, he 
feels “Bundle” is such a property. 
But Grainger believes that more 
films in this vein are needed by 
the industry, since they have “tre- 
mendous impact at the boxoffice.” 

“Comedies,” says Grainger, “are 
here to stay. Situation comedies 
are best; they’re more popular 
than out-and-out comedy and have 
a bigger appeal.” 


Twin Cities A 








Houses Suffer 


On Ne Rule’ 


Minneapolis, Aug. 14. 


Because they’re going to cut | 
their prices more than the savings | 
|involved for them, Twin Cities’ | 


| 


| 





in the most difficult of histrionic 
art He played the juvenile lead 
in the Broadway production of 
“My Sister Eileen” and_ subse-| 
quently directed the Col musical 
version starring Jack Lemmon, 


Janet Leigh and Betty Garrett. 
“Eccentric comediennes work 


| 


| = 
| in 


from the outside, utilizing odd 
Props and costumes, and bizarre 
mugging,” Quine further elabo- 
rates. “Under this heading come | 
Martha Raye, Betty Hutton, Joan 
Davis and Judy Canova. Theirs is 
t technique of the wild antic; | 
the end result, the _ belly-laugh. 


And good and great it is, too, and 
We can’t spare them either. 


| atres. 


On the other hand, Judy Holli- | 
aay works from the inside, natural, | 


Untorced, her fun 
Cnaracter. Her characters are un- 
derstandable and identifiable, with- 
In the ken of audiences anywhere. 
But we’re even about to lose Judy 
for much too long a time: on com- 
Pieting her current picture, ‘Full 
Of Life,” she left for New York to 
do a play, ‘The Bells Are Ring- 
ing’; if it's a hit, she’ll be absent 
from Hollywood for two years. 
“Glamour girls are a dime a 
dozen in these Hollywoods,” con- 
Cludes Quine, “and the studios 
keep looking for ’em and signing 
©m up. But nothing is being done 
about finding potential comedi- 
€nnes and training them. We need 


aM that ‘uranium’ desper- 
ely,’ 


issuing from | 





| 


| velopment. 


theatres now affected by the 10% 
federal admission tax will be worse | 
off financially in consequence of 
its elimination up to and includ- | 
ing 90c unless, of course, the lower | 
antes stimulate patronage. 

All Minneapolis and St. Paul | 
loop first-run “A” houses sow 
charging $1 after 5 p.m. will go to 
90c at a sacrifice of le per ticket. 
Matinee prices, now 85c, will drop | 
to 75c, giving the theatres 2c less | 
per admission than currently. | 

Neighborhood subsequent - run 
exhibitors figure they'll be even 
bigger losers as a result of the de- 
Those in the earliest 
28-day availability slot now get 85c 
or 75c. If, in order to maintain 
the present prices’ spread between 
downtown and uptown, which they 
anticipate will be necessary for 
their boxoffice health, it'll mean 
cuts to 70c and 60c, respectively. 

It’s conceded that the subse- 
quent runs in the later clearance 
Slots will have to drop their prices 
proportionately. And even though 
they'll also reduce their prices, ene | 
outlying exhibitors are fearing | 
that the downtown cuts will divert 
some of their present trade away | 
from them without creating any | 
new customers, 

From time to time the downtown 
theatres have been boosting their 
scales from $1 to $1.25 top for cer- 
tain. pictures like, for example, 
“The King and I,” currently. The 
$1.25 admission will not be altered 
such cases and even may be 
raised, it’s indicated. 

The Minneapolis loop “A” first- 
runs that’ll be slashing from their 
present regular $1 top comprise 
two each Paramount and RKO 
houses and two independent the- 





| 
| 


_It’s generally believed in trade 
circles that out-of-town houses 





now having 65c to 75¢ scales will 
pocket the tax saving. Also, Twin 
Cities’ area drivein theatres with 
75¢ admission aren't going to low- 
er their prices. 

United Paramount here recently 
insitituted free parking for its St. 
Paul loop “A” theatres’ patrons 
and plans to do similarly in Minne- 
apolis. Gratis theatre customers’ 
parking was inaugurated by the in- 
dependent Minneapolis and _ St. 
Paul World theatres more than a 
year ago. 

Also, Paramount has just cut 
theatre admission prices in half 
at their $1 houses for people of 65 
years of age and over and started 
a 50c bargain admission in such | 
theatres up to 1 p.m, | 





0 THEATRES 





EKHIBS PAIO FC 
40-80 SEG. PLUGS 


Despite competition from tele- 
vision for the advertisers’ dollar, 
the theatrical ad film business con- 
tinues to thrive and contributes an 
estimated $8,000,000 to $10,000,000 
a year to the American exhibition 
take. 

Film commercials, running any- 
where from 40 to 80 seconds, are 
being placed today in 16,000 U. S. 
houses. The theatres are being 
paid to run the plugs, which are 
paid for either by local merchants 
or by large national advertisers. 


According to Claude Lee of Mo- 
tion Picture Advertising Service 
in New York (headquarters are in 
New Orleans), American advertiser | 
interest is now beginning to ex-| 
tend to abroad and tentative talks 
are in progress looking to the in- 
troduction of the sponsored trail- 
ers in European houses. 


Canada and South America al- 
ready are well covered by the in-| 
dustry, he said. There are five ad 
film outfits in the field and they 
are estimated to roll up a com- 
bined annual gross of around 
$20,000,000. 


Neither tv nor the drop of over- 
ali attendance at the theatres have 
particularly affected the sponsors’ 
enthusiasm for their theatre pro- 
grams, Lee said. “In the theatres 
they kuow they have a captive au- 
dience, and that counts a lot,” he 
added. As for tv, he said it af- 
fected advertisers only for the first 
year or so. “After that, they come 

ware : 
back to us,” lre noted. 
None in N. Y. 

One area in the country where 
the ad shorties aren't accepted is 
metropolitan New York, where the | 
local pitch can’t be worked, “There | 
are too many outlets for goods too 
close togeiher to make it worth 
while,” Lee observed. Same holds 
true in the downtown areas of 
some other keys. 

Ad film programs are sold on a | 
local basis either for a period of 
13 or 26 weeks, preferably the lat- 
ter. Merchant has a choice of a 
series of plugs prepared either by | 
individual companies or by the big | 
advertisers. Nationally, the show- 
ings are worked on a dealer-manu- 
facturer co-op plan, or else paid 
for by the manufacturer alone. | 
Theatres are paid on a formula 
that takes into account their aver- 
age weekly attendance, situation, 
run, etc., ete. 


The ad films, many of which are 
now in color, cost anywhere from | 
$400 to $2,000 and involve a choice | 
of live or animation. Several of 
the trailers are also being used on 
tv by the advertisers. 

Lee said he found a growing in- | 
terest among advertisers in theatre | 
promotion, and he noted that ac-| 
ceptance of the films by 16,000 
houses meant that some 2,000) 
more situations were playing the'| 
trailers now than did some years | 

(Continued on page 22) | 
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Increased Flow of B Indie Films 
No Cure for Biz—Say ‘A’ Distribs 





How’s Business? 


Minneapolis, Aug. 14. 

With the boxoffice on the 
upgrade in the territory, shut- 
tered theatres are being re- 
opened at an increasing pace. 
Towns where they've just been 
re-lighted are Barnsville and 
Winthrop, Minn; Augusta, 
Wis., and Finley, N. D. 

At Rib Lake, Wis., the the- 
atre has been closed and at 
South St. Paul, Minn., owner 
Ralph Green has notified the 
community that unless better 
support is forthcoming for his 
showhouse it'll shutter. 


Grassroot Fans 


Cool to Same OF 
Tired Film Faces 


Hollywood, Aug. 14. 

The teenagers and young mar 
ried couples who comprise most of | 
today's feature audiences 
want the previous generation's fa- 
vorites, but their own. This is the 
observation of film and telepix pro- 
ducer George Fox, just back from 
a seven-week tour of 27 tv stations 
in medium-sized midwest § and 
southern cities. 











don't 





Fox made his tour in connection 
with a tv series project he has in 
mind, but spent considerable time 
quizzing exhibitors on public taste, 
in every city where he stopped 
Additionally, Fox spent evenings 
in the lobbies of the theatres, ques- 
tioning the public on its prefer- 
ences, in connection with several 
feature properties he is prepping 
for production. 

“It would deflate some 
to find out how little 
names mean to the _ public,” 
observed. “The exhibitors 
good casts, but not necessarily 
neaded by so-called ‘big’ names. 

“Why doesn’t Hollywood talk to 
exhibitors and the public in 
the theatre lobbies? All producers 
have to do is to take one trip a 
year and it would be impossible to 
make a failure. The results of my 
trip were so revealing I plan to re- 
peat it every spring and fall, to hit 
10 or 12 towns, and make my own 
survey. The way things are now, | 
the producer only knows how well 


star’s 
their 
Fox 
want 





makes it, and sees the gross figures 

“The public wants new taces; not 
necessarily amateurs, but good, 
faces. And they don’t have 
to be young faces. Look at Ernest 
Borgnine. 

“The strictly horror-monster pix 
are on the down wane. So is sci- 
(Continued on page 8) 





"Economy Saws Of Two Exec Jobs 


Irving Sochin and Harry Fellerman Victims Of | 
Overhead Pruning at Universal in New York 


Universz' is the latest of the 
. ; { 
major film companies to embark on 


an economy program. The victim | 


| of the cost-saving drive is Irving | 


Sochin, shorts subjects sales man-| 
ager, whose job was eliminated last | 
week, Shorts department and news- | 
reel, which Sochin headed, will, 
continue, however. The _ sales} 
functions will be taken over by the | 
regular sales force, 

In another shift aimed at eco-| 
nomy, the post of head of the| 
special films department, held by | 
Harry Fellerman, was also elimi- | 
nated. Fellerman was returned to} 
his former position as assistant to 
New York branch manager Joe. 
Rosen. Fellerman, for several | 


years, had been charged with the! 
task of selling the J. Arthur Rank| 





films released through Universal 
and other pictures requiring the 
art house treatment. Number of 
pictures falling in this category has | 
declined considerably at U, cueing} 
the end of the special department 
and resulting in Fellerman’s shift. 
It’s understood, however, that when 
U acquires a special film, Feller- 
man will double from his branch 
post in the selling effort. 

Sochin, who has been with U for 
nine years, was offered an out-of- 
town branch post, but declined to 
uproot his family to make the 
change. He joined U in Cincinnati 
and came to N.Y. as a special Rank 
representative at U. He assumed 
the short subjects sales post five 
years ago after serving one year 
as an assistant to sales chief 
Charles Feldman. 
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Benefit to the industry from the 
growing number of “B" quickies 
being fed into the market to still 
the smaller operators’ cry for more 
product is being questioned by 
some executives who feel that this 
type product hurts rather than 
helps in the long run. 

At the same time, it’s freely ad- 
mitted that, with the major studios 
impatient with the bread-and-but- 
ter pix, the small houses have to 
grab what they can if they want to 
stay in business. 

What has happened, say these 
industryites, is that the process of 
adjustment to new conditions in 
the business so far has been re- 
stricted to production alone, with 
both distribution and exhibition 
doing business as before. 

There is a considerably large 
group in the industry which thinks 
that production is merely a step 
ahead of the game; that other 
branches will inevitably have to 
follow suit under the impact of 
outside competition and other neg- 
ative factors. 

Meanwhile, with the majors con- 
centrating on the big money pic- 
tures, the market is wide open and 
hungry for the former, regular 
flow of product which is now being 
filled by the quickies, Argument 
isn’t that they can’t make money 
—because they certainly can show 
a good profit on a low investment 
—but rather that, being of indiffer- 
ent quality, such pictures are apt 
to hasten the demise of an already 
wobbly section of exhibition. 

Apart from that, some observers 
question the wisdom of major stu- 
dios like Metro turning out quickie 
nine-day wonders in an effort to 
cut economic corners. “The the- 
atres can only compete with tele- 
vision if they offer superior enter- 
tainment,”” was one comment. “You 
can't compete by trying to under- 
cut tv” 

Duals 

More than ever, producers and 
distributors would like te see the 
elimination of the double feature 
programs, which demand a non-ex- 
istent supply of film. But here the 
exhibitors again are caught be- 
tween the devil and the deep blue 
sea. They may ease their lot by 
dropping the double bill. At the 
same time, they argue, this isn’t 
the time to give the customers 
less for their money And audi- 
ence mentality seems to be geared 
to getting two for the money. 

To make things worse, exhibs 

(Continued on page 8) 


GENERAL ANILINE UP 
51% OVER YEAR AGO 


Net earnings of General Aniline 
& Film Corp. for the first. six 
months of 1956 represented a 51% 
increase over the corresponding pe- 
riod of 1955, prexy John Hilldring 


|disclosed last week. Net income 
after taxes was $2,626,000 which 


was equal to $3.29 per common A 
share. For the similar 1955 pe- 
riod, net income was $1,744,000 or 
$2.19 per common A share 

Net sales climbed to $63,299,000 
compared to $58,678,000 for the 
comparable 1955 stretch. Factor 
in the improvement, Hilldring said, 
was a high volume in the com- 
pany’s Ansco Division which man 
ufactures professional and amateur 
motion picture film 


Terry Turner to Gander 
RKO Upcomers on Coast 


Terry Turner, exploitation exec 


|on the parent RKO Teleradio pay- 


roll, will leave New York for the 
Coast this week to onceover new 
RKO features and confab with pro- 
duction chief William Dozier and 
other execs at the studio. 

Last film from RKO for which 
he beat the drums was “‘The Con- 
queror,” a few months ago. Sug- 
gestion has been made that Turner 
may be set to work on the RKO 
theatrical and exclusively in the 
future. 

His trek to the Coast was “sug- 
gested” by Daniel T. O’Shea, pres- 
ident of the film operation, it was 
said, 
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By FRANK SCULLY 
Hollywood, Aug. 14. 

Hollywood these days is like a 
half-filled toy balloon, You squeeze 
it down here and it inflates over 
there. Right now it is popping up 
at RKO KRoadio, which for five years 
was deader than the cemetery next 
door to it. 

The spectacle of one man’s junk 


heap becoming another man’s Com- | 


stock Lode is what makes the capi- 
talist system an unpredictable 
mystery to believers in rigged eco- 
nomics. 

While the over 
primary biz of 


all picture of the 
Hollywood seems 
lewer than the Salton Sea, here 
and there joinis are jumping and 
none jumping moe tian the Gower 
Street plant of RKO Radio. 

They have so many productions 
pencilled in that p-oducers have 
to queue up and wait for siages to 
be cleared. A little delay here and 
there, a few diys shooting over 
schedule, and the next producer 
cxun't start. Not unless he bas an 
oat opera and it can all be shot at 
St. Geo-ge, Utah. 

For a place that was in moth- 
balls for years the RKO expanse 
looks fine. The paint is not bad 
and the pavement is in good coen- 
dition too. I saw a catwalker sleep- 


ing above a set where Diana Dors | 


was rubbing suntan lotion on the 
parts of her figure undraped by a 
suug-filting one-piece black bath- 
ing suit, but | suspect be was a 
Rip Van Winkle left over from the 
fo.mer Howard Hughcs regime. As 
for the rest of the peope on the 


lot, they were busier than Gobel’s | 


dirty bird dogs. 
1,900 On RKO Payroll 
The statisticians of 
Daniel T, O'Shea and William Doz- 
ier claim RKO Radio 1.900 
persons on the payroll, the largest 
number on the lot in 11 years, 
Manv of them are from television 


has 


and lots of them are trom pictures | 


stars who hopped over to tv and 
row are hopping back to pictures. 
If the older majors hadn't. un- 
loaded a lot of their contracted 
talent a few vears ago, RKO Radio, 


talent-wise, would not be in the 
position it is today. This is what | 
made it so easy for thei to leap 


into production with the frenzy of 
squirrels at a peanut fiesta. The 
town was loaded with lavolfs. 
VIany of them are pre-tested box- 
office names, like Kim Hunt- 
er, Rod Steiger, Jine Powell, Ging- 
er Rogers, Joan Fontaine, 
tvan, Anita Ekberg, Glynis Johns, 


t-« . 
stars 


Debbie Reynoids, Red Skelton, 
Dana Andrews, Adolphe Menjou, 
Tommy Noonan and Jessie Royce 
Landis. Others are expected to 


pull their fireside audiences trom 
one medium this older form of 
entertainment attraciions like 
Eddie Fisher, George Gobel, Barry 
Nelson, Robert H. Harris Bill 
Goodwin, David Brian. Carol Chan- 
ning, Vivian Blaine and Janet 
Blair 
They 


to 


talent 
James 


have tapped 
rhe, are starring 
Arthur, Hele liaves’ ] 
son, in “The Youngs 
supporting him 
Kim Hunter, Jam< 
Marian Seldes., whe 
daughter of Gla 
Broadway run of «The Chalk 
Garden. John Frankheimer 
CBS-TV’ “Climax” 
“Strange They 
Pittsburgh and signed 


15-vear-old 


young 
100 
lac 


1] 
oid 


n 8-Vear- 
Siranger”’ 
and vith such stars 
Daly 

plaved” the 
Cooper in the 


ais S aha 


dvs 


Ss gqairects 


even went to 


Janet Nor- 


>). 


ris a ay 


Sim 
house Musicals to 4 sceven-vVeal 
qaieal Betorc { lt thev contracted 
Venetia SLEVONS( 
Robert Stevenson and Ann 
Strength In Depth, 
MIINLUE Ol SCe 


n augntel 


loo 


ait 
Jehn Farrow rarro S an 
old hand lot but th 
others hi Hollywood 
th elsewhere for 
‘The Girl Most Like- 
Jane Powell and Caro! 
Dozier even tapped 
Champion direct the 


Leod 
and 
avouna 
ve 
sirength in dep 
years Foi 
Iv” starring . 
Channing 
Gower 
dances. 
Among producers they 
mund Grainger, William Bloom. 
Sam Wiesenthal, Stanley Rubin 
Arthur Lubin. Stuart Millar and 
Paul Gregory. Gregory has been 
signed to produce tive pictures in 
three years, his first being Nor- 
man Mailer’s “The Naked and the 


Dead.” 


riven 
has 


lo 


have Ed- 


\lessrs,'! 


Rober , 


While Hollywood was drooping | 


on the Vine, Gregory was out on 
the road sprinkling culture in the 


| complishment. 


nold Picker—an actual payoff for 
their successful five vears of ac- 


pany that was on the verge of ex- 
piring and the resuscitation jeb 


' they did is now a matter of history. 


sticks via Charles Laughton. 
;Charles Boyer, Agnes Moorehead 
and Sir Cedric Hardwicke. He} 


knows how to sell a product and | 


where it can be sold. 

ers go, he is young. 

selling experience. 
Kanter Upped to Director 


Foremost among newcomers’ is 
Hal Kanter, presentiy§ directing 
George Gobel and Diana Dors 
“J Married ao Woman.” 
couldn't get a duller simple de- 
clarative sentence than that for a 
title. but what Kanter will do to 
Goodman Ace's script is expected 
to the sleeper comedy of the 
vear. It Kanter’s first direc- 
torizl job after two vears as pro- 
duecr of the Gobel show, not to 
stress is vears around the Par let 
as a top comedy writer. His choice 
as director seems as reckless 
cornering U. S. Steel. 
| The enly gamble RKO Radio is 
‘taking is whether it can halt a 
stampede of rival producers to 
dump e!! their properties into the 
hands of an advancing 
army and take to the 


As produc- 
But not in 


} 
be 


Is 


as 


hills. 


in | 
You | 


It’s to be noted, too, that the 
profits that first trickled in and 
then mounted always were poured 
back into more production. The 
owners-managers took only mod- 
est salaries. 

UA at present is in fine shape 
and this, of course, makes the 
stock flotation nicely timed. Com- 
pany will gross about $65,000,000 
this vear, meaning a nifty p-ofit. 


There'll be litle difficulty in align- 


| ing 


television | 
Hav- | 


ing come in the main from the tv | 


camp, the RKO toppers must 
lieve they can play both sides of 
ithe street and make money on the 


be-, 


sunny side as well as the shady | 
| side. 
| Obviously there is pleniv” of | 


money back of the lot. Of course, 
there was plenty of dough back 
fot it under Howard Hughes but he 
vent into a deep freeze, whereas 
the rubber barons back of Niessis. 
O'Shea and Dozier have taken the 


band off their roil and are shoot- 
ing the works. 
| At the present time no major 


| studio has more pietures shooting, 


Most have less. As oppo-ed to 
RKO's “Bundle of Joy.” “Run of 
the Arrow,” “The Day Thev Gave 
Babies Away,” “The Young 
Siranger.” “Brave Tomorrow” and 
“Il Married a Woman,” Col has 
“Fire Down Below,” “End As a 


Man,” “Seven Waves Away,” “The 
Missing Witnes “The Captives” 
and “Utah Blaine.” Par, always 
busy, tv or no tv competish, has 
(“The Rainmaker,” three biopix, 
'“The Buster Keaton Story.” “The 
+ Jim Pearsall Story,” “Beau James.” 
and “Flamenca” being shot in 
‘Spain 

Universal. always the busy 
encumbered bee, has six pix 
production too, most of them 
bo. names, notably “Quantez” 
With Fre@ MacMurray “The Eves 


un- 
in 


of Father Tomasino” with Tony 
Curtis, and “Joe Butterfly.” with 
Audie Murphy. 


its 
some finishing 
“Raintree Counts 
are touting as tops, and 
of the August Moon.” 
otf Value” being 
Africa and “The Little 
“uway the big lot 
lap-dissolved into Aucusi 


Ford’s “T 


\ietro has little around 
mous lot except 
Lo 
which they 
“Teahouse 
“Something 
shot in 
Hut" is 


As July 


enor- 


touches 


iS 


from too 
\letro began John 
\\ ot Eagles Edwin Knopt’ 
» tion of “The Vintage nd 
Armand Deutsch’s version of “Slan- 
But the Loew bunch were 
bucked up most of all by the £900.- 
000 sale to CBS of “The Wizard of 


hye 
ines 


oauc 


de 


Oz" tor four showings. It was fig 
ured that few more “sales” like 
that and Hollywood would be hav- 
in television in its” subsidiary 
pocket 


All Quiet On Western Front 


k ( ) 1o \nastasia’ bein 
n London, 20th Century-Fo» 
S as quiet as hnhuns tace W ar- 
int much more active. hav- 
! oniv “The Old Man and _ the 
Se pioughing it wav through 
( bbean wat } Alan Ladd 
on location with Buifalo G 
Put the real thriller-diller is the 
nipup of RKO. This lot bad been 
dead so long, gravestone people 
were driving bv wondering if the 
owners would accept bids. But 
it's es lively as a rock ‘n' roll riot 
right now. 
Hall’s Extracarricular Pest 
Springtield, O.. Aug. 14 


Richard M. Hall. secretarv-con- 
troller of Chakeres Theatres. has 
been named secretary of the Day- 
ton Control of the Controllers In- 
stitute of America. 

Established in 1931. the institute 
| is a non-profit management organ- 
‘ization of controllers and finance 
, officers from all lines of business. 
lis membership exceeds 4.500. 


| free 


with | 


with underwriters, and the 
public buyers will be in line it’s 
felt. 

Rumors about the public issue 


by Arnold Bernhard & Co., investment advisers. This outfit, through 


‘its Value Line sizeup of the industry, had some qualifying commen, 


They took a com-' 


have been around, and some word | 


was out concerning television deals | 
in turn} 


‘separate story). These 
wee twisted bevond recognition 
as misinformed “informants” came 
up with the conclusion 
company was being sold and/or 
UA and another outfit were to be 
peddled jointly to private inves- 
tors and then merged. 

Details of the stock offering, 
such as expital yield and how many 
shares at what price, have yet to 








be ivoned out, 
‘Interlude’ Cast 
nreriuae as 
=a Continued from page 2 








through Europe with Edgar Ber- 


that the 


All untrue, ' 


_do with the picture. 


to make but still concluded with the siated expectation of a 
rising trend of earnings and dividends . . . and, in turn, high prices 
for their stocks.”” Recommended as good buys were National Theatres 
Paramount, Stanley Warner, Technicolor, 20th-Fox and Universal. ‘ 

A check of brokers shows that for the most part they think uppegq 
dividends and stock quotations could result from capital gains dea) 
of some sort but the industry is going through a transition period and 
it’s too early to tell about operating income. 

Standard and Poor’s estimates earnings for 1956 along these lines 
motion picture companies to remain unchanged; theatres to drop. )y; 
less than 106%. 


“Tapidly 


Atraid of complaints from employes resulting from the labor burdey 
of swiiching lenses, exhibitors are bemoaning 20th-Fox’s decision {y 
drop the issuance of 2-D trailers of Cinema-Scope pictures. From noy 
on, all 20th trailers for C-Scope films wiil be in CinemaScope. This js 
the second time that 20th has decided on this policy. It’s previous de. 
cision last year was rescinded alter a chorus of exhib beets. 

Theatremen are now convinced that 20th will stick to its new policy 
and are offering suggestious on how to cope with the situation. 1 jas 
been suggested that (1) where possible, book a C-Scope short and aj. 
tach the trailer to it, (2) attach the trailer to a 2-D cartoon since many 
exbibs now run their cartoons with an anamorphic lens attached, (3) 
attach the trailer to head a 2-D subject and make the changeover to 
the second projector after the trailer is shown. ‘Then change lenses 
for the film remaining in the first machine. 

Film advertising is more and more becoming like the paper-back 
books with their accent on unsubtle sex, commented an observer trom 
the legit theatre. Bearing him out are the Warner ads for “Bad 
Seed,” which speak of the “most terrifying rock-bottom a woman eve; 
hit for love.” Art work has a gal coming through a doorway and 
dressed in a transparent negligee. Escapes us what all this has to 
And that leggy shot of Deborah Kerr being 


| given the wolf glance by William Holden might help sell tickets for 


gon, who came over to keep Fran- | 


ces Bergen company (‘its her first 


film role). 


car and kept each other company 
touring Germany, France, Spain 
}and Scandinavia. while the wives 


worked on the film 
Keith Andes, 
lead in the 


near Munich. 
who plavs second 
film. bought 
cedes and took off during a few 
days. He wound up on the 
border of Czechoslovakia, 
tried to argue the startled guards 
inte leitine him in for a look under 
the [ron Curtain. Although tech- 
nically American tourists are 
permitted in Czech-land, it’s only 
with a visa, obtained after a visit 
ot from one month to six, depend- 
ing on the Czech double-check svs- 


tem. The guard called officials in 
Prague, who agreed to arrange a 
visa if given a little notice, and 


Andes returned to Munich sans the 
peek. 

Director Douglas Sirk purchased 
a Ghia. and cameraman Bill Dan- 
iels got himself a Porsche. 

All the cast plans lo tour Europe 
in the new car fleet now that the 
shooting’s over. The Powells are 
en route to Rome, with their two 
children, to visit the Brazzis (Ros- 
sano Brazzi co-stars in the film)- 
and just to keep the record straight 
bought himself new Alfa-Romeo. 


‘B’ Indie Films 


a 





Guam Comtinued from pase 7 oa 
have found that it’s very difficult 
to pair a new film and a reissue 


“You can make money with a com- 


plete reissue bill ii it’s good.” said 
one theatreman. “But coupling an 
old release with a new one never 
pays off.” 

The distribs. for a score of rea- 
sons. wouldn't object in the least 
to dropping the “B”’s from their 
skeds At the same time, thev fee] 
that a. the small houses need ’em 
and b. if they can produce or buy 
them very cheer!v. a pr. fit can be 

aitit 

At 20th-Fox. for instance, Rob 
ert Lippert is current Jensing the 
first of six black-and-white Cine 
maScope films which are being 


turred out on a budget of $100,000 
each. It’s the type of action prod- 
uct Which 20th can also put to good 
use in the foreign market. 

There is an argument that holds 
that these cheapies actually repre- 
sent a return to “basic” screen val- 
ues, i.e.. the simple and attractive 
principle of “the chase’? and may 
be appreciated precisely because 
of it. But, in the light of past ex- 
perience with ‘small’ 


die cost 


, in the sticks, 


| and 
|; screen version of 


The husbands got the | Gentity 


“Proud and the Profane.” But like the man said, it sure looks like 
the paper-backs. 

Frank Nugent took a look at Boston’s city hall, the council chamber 
surrounding terrain this week in connection with Columbia's 
“The Last Hurrah.” City exee Walter Milliken 
showed Nugent, who adapted “Mr. Roberts” for films, around. The 
fiilm to be made, based on the book written by Edwin O’Connor, from 
Woonsocket, R.I., and a former Boston Post writer, may or may not 
Boston as the locale. Central figure, ‘Frank SkefYington" 
has never been admitted by the author to be word portrait of James 


| M. Curley. 


a Mer- | 


Tragic sinking of the “Andrea Doria” 


puts the upcoming Copa 
Production, “Seven Waves Away,” 


on the top of the list as the most 


; topical picture of the vear. Tyrone Power starrer deals with the 
sinking of a modern luxury liner. Original screenplay by direcior- 
writer Richard Sale tells the story of the 27 survivors of the ocean 
tragedy. Ironically, when Power, Sale and producer Ted Richmond 


and | 


now | 


pictures, | 
and particularly those in the mid- | before 
range, many would dis- | vear, 

agree and argue instead that the|‘They're not going to be colossals. 
cheapies are a throwback that'll) but they won't be shoddy either.” 
kill off a potential audience secior | 


Jaunched the film there was some Hollyweod skepticism over the story 
line, feeling being that it couldn’t be made credible in an age of rac 
and other satety devices. 





Improvement in picture quality and clarity through reduction in filn 
buckling can be achieved by use of a curved gate projection mechan- 


ism, Motion Picture Research Council's Theatre Projection Commil- 
tee reported after several weeks of studying the new device While 
not a new invention, curved gate has been perfected so that it holds 


the film in a curved position in the aperture while the picture is being 
projected, committee reported. Curvature gives the film added stif- 
ness to withstand the intense heat and light of the projector, reducing 
buckling and insuring a much sharper image on the screen, 

Joseph Iverson, operator of Iverson's Ranch, long a location site for 
oaters, has launched a campaign for film industry assistance in dive 
ing a planned Los Angeles county horseback trail. Trail, to extend 
from San Diego to Santa Barbara. would go through the Iverson prop- 
erty if present plans are followed. Iverson has asked producers and 
directors to sign a petition asking for a change in the route since [he 


trail. running through the location site, would ruin the ranch for film 
work. 
Allied Artists is renting out studio space for the first time in iis 


history, taking advantage of a big backlog and a summer preduction 


lull. First to take advantage of the situation is the Bishop-Hittleman 
woduction, “Buckskin Lady.” for United Artists release. In the pas 
4A has made space available to producers who were working on AA 


releases but soundstages and facilities will henceforth be open to 


one, at least until the studio resumes its own production program 4! 
needs the space. 

The gross revenue of Canada’s 46 motion picture producing compé 
nies in 1955 is reported to total $2,456,000. The 1954 gross total was 
$2.106.000, according to the federal statistics bureau. In 1955 (1904 


figures in parenthesis), these companies made one theatrical feature 
2): 46 theatrical shorts (50); 338 telefilms (335) and 352 non-theatricél 
films (363). 

Harry M. Warner. former president of Warner Bros., now holds ¢ 
28.700 shares of the company’s common stock. 13.700 of these being 
in a trust in which he’s the beneficiary In the deal switching 
trol to the Serge Semenenko group. Warner peddiled 90,550 shares 
He'll also divest part of his remaining shares shortly under the 
pany’s stock tender program 





Grassroots Fans Cool to Stars 


—— 


es as —— Continued from <n ores 


The 
public is demanding more science 
than fiction. 

“Westerns are still tops, but need 


page 








with the first going before the c: 
eras next spring. 

As for his tv findings. the majJer 
one Fox emphasizes is that the big 
shows with the top national ratings 


ence fiction as pure fantasy. 


more meat, not just shooting and | mhay only draw 5.6 or 6.5 Nielsens 
chase. Gene Autry. still packs jn the smaller towns, in opposition! 
them in, which is a paradox. The tg some local shows. 


;public wants new faces, but. still 
llikes Autry.” 

Fox intends to put three features 
the cameras’ this coming 
based on his findings. 


“The local affiliates are unhappy 
with the network programming 
heads, who don't take local pecu!' 
arities in consideration. For !" 
stance, the time slot. What may b¢ 
a good time in New York may 1! 
‘be sv hot in other areas. Loc#! 
three will tastes are entirely disregarded !! 
$1.000,000,1 N. Y. and stollywood.” 


revealed that all 
approximately 


Fox 
ycost 
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THE GREATEST NOVEL EVER WRITTEN 
ed x NOW COMES ALIVE ON THE MOTION PICTURE SCREEN! 
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Cops I have seen the completed film of WAR AND PEACE and I am 
the happy to tell the motion picture industry sincerely that in all my 





saa long experience in show business, I honestly can think of only four 


rad or five other pictures qualified to rank with it. 


han WAR AND PEACE has never been excelled in its magnitude of 

; scope, its timely epic theme, its spectacular drama of colorful 
nations embattled in war and enmeshed in the romance, tragedy and 
comedy of peace, the gripping private lives of the appealing leading 
characters, the wonderful performance of all the inspired players, 
the magnificent quality of its production, direction and breath- 
taking Technicolor VistaVision photography. 


ie To its gifted stars—Audrey Hepburn, Henry Fonda, Mel Ferrer, 

ns Vittorio Gassman, Anita Ekberg, Herbert Lom, Oscar Homolka, John 
Mills and the rest—I take off my hat. To its dauntless producer, 

1 Dino DeLaurentiis, and director, King Vidor, and all the other 

i production talent who created this masterpiece, I extend my warmest 

| congratulations. | 


I am proud of our industry for this achievement and proud 
_ that Paramount is privileged to distribute WAR AND PEACE to the 


international screen. 


President, 


sen Paramount/ /Pictures Corporation 
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Tolstoy’s immortal novel has been deemed too enor- 
mous to be encompassed in a motion picture. This miracle 
has now been achieved by Paramount... . as this world- 
acclaimed masterpiece, in all its power, 1s at last con- 
tained in 3 hours and 28 minutes of absorbing boxoffice |r 
entertainment. Your patrons will wish there was more! ]H 
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Just as no greater novel has ever been 


written, no motion picture up to this time 
has ever spread such a limitless canvas 
of appeal to ticket-buyers of all ages. In 
“War and Peace” are dramatized a young 
man's first taste of battle, a young girl’s 
first taste of love, a young mind’s first 
taste of ideas, a man’s first taste of old 
age. Here truly is the complete and thrill- 
ing panorama of the human heart to en- 


tice the maximum audience everywhere. 
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Det. Biz Best This Summer; Duchin’ 


Terrif $30,000, ‘Wonders’ Wow 276, 
Ist Four Days, Boats’ Rousing 226 


Detroit, Aug. 14. 

One of best weeks this summer 
is in store for downtown ueluxers 
this stanza. “Eddy Duchin Story” 
is setting a fast tempo at the Madi- 
son with a terrific take. “Seven 
Wonders of World” is boffo in ini- 
tial four days at Music Hall, “Away 
All Boats” looks great at the 
Palms. 

“King and I” holds big in sixth 
week at the Fox. “Moby Dick” is 
down to good total in third session 
at the Michigan. “7 Men From 
Now” 
Broadway-Capitol. 

Estimates for This Week 


Fox (Fox-Detroit) (5,000; 
$1.25)—‘‘King and I” (20th) (6th 
wk). Swell $17,000. Last week, 
$19,000. 


Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
$1-$1.25)—‘“‘Moby Dick” (WB) (3d 


' wk). Good $15,000. Last week. 
$24,000. 
Palms (UD) (2,961; $1-$1.25)— 


“Away All Boats” (U) and “Star in 
Dust” (U). Great $22,000 or near. 
Last week, “Proud and Profane” 


(Par) (2d wk), $16,000. 

Madison (UD) (1,900; $1-$1.25)— 
“Duchin Story” (Col). Terrific 
$30,000. Last week, “Trapeze” 
(UA), (6th wk), $11,000. 

Broadway-Capitol (UD) (3,500; 
$1-$1.25)—"7 Men From Now” 


(WB) and “Way Out” (RKO). Good 
$16,000. Last week, “Satellite in 
Sky” (WB) and “Three Outlaws” 
(Rep), $15,000. 

United Artists (UA) (1,667; $1.24- 
$2.75)—"‘Oklahoma” (Magna) (26th 
wk). Sturdy $13,000. Last week, 
$13,400. 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; $1-$1.25) 
—"‘These Wilder Years” (M-G) (2d 
wk). Down to $8,500. Last week, 
$12,000. 

Music Hall (Cinerama Produc- | 
tions) (1,194; $1.40-$2.65)—"Seven 
Wonders” (Indie). Wow $27, 000 in 
first 4 days. Last week, “Cine rama 


Holiday (Indie) (78th wk), $29,000, 
one of top weeks of run. 

Krim (Krim) (1,000; $1.25)— 
“Catered Affair’ (M-G) (3d_ wk). | 


Oke $6,500. Last week, $7,800. 


‘Society’ Smash $17,000, 
Mpls.; ‘Profane’ Robust 
96, ‘Wonders’ Huge 246 


Minneapolis, Aug. 14. 
Biz continues so good here that | 
holdovers still predominate. In fact, 





shapes above average at the 


$1- 


+ 





| $9,000 


| $10,000 


| 


| 


| 





| 


| 


the Loop has only a pair of fresh | 


arrivals. 
timers, however, both “High Soci- 
ety” and “Proud and Profane” 
ing high boxoffice steppers. ‘ 
ety” looks wow at State. 
““King and I,” still flourishing, 
is in its fifth week while ‘Eddy 
Duchin Story,” another b.o. per- 
former, is in its fourth. It’s the 
third stanza for “Somebody Up 
There Likes Me” and second for 
“Seven Wonders of World.” 
Estimates for This Week 
Century (S-W) (1,150; $1.75-$2.65) 
—‘‘Seven Wonders of World” 
die) (2d wk), With two extra per- 
formances, huge $24,000. Last 
week, $14,000 for 4 nights and not 
including $5 scholarship benefit 
preem. 
Gopher (Berger) (1,000: 
“Somebody Up There 


Soci- 


85-$1)— 
Likes Me” 


(M-G) (3d wk). Strong $3,500. Last | 
week, $6,000. 

Lyric (Par) (1,000; 85-$1)— | 
“‘Pardners” (Par) (m.o.). Here af- | 


ter healthy initial Radio City canto. 


Still profitable at $5,000. Last 
week, “Moby Dick” (WB) (4th wk), 
$5.500 

Radio City (Par) (4,100: 85-$1)— 
“Proud and Profane” (Par). Cast 
names helping to bring ’em in for 


These are additional big- | 


be- | 


| Mild 


| wk). 


(In- | 





Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 





This Week .... $613,400 
(Based on 22 thea res? 
| ee $598,600 


(Based on 21 theatres) 








‘Profane Potent 


10G Paces Pro 


Providence, Aug. 14. 
The State’s “Fatest Gun Alive” 
is in the lead currently with the 


‘Profane’ Proud $17,000, 
Buff; ‘Sleep’ Trim 126 


Buffalo, Aug. 14. 








“Proud and Profane” looks to be 
standout newcomer here this week, 
with “Black Sleep” also solid at 
the Buffalo. “Moby Dick” contin- 
ues big in second round at the 
Center. “Eddy Duchin Story” is 
| rated strong in third frame at 
Lafayette. 


Estimate for This Week 


Buffalo (Loew) (3,000; 60-85)— 
“Black Sleep” (UA) and “Creeping 
Unknown” (UA). Strong $12,000 or 
close. Last week, “Fastest Gun 
Alive” (M-G) and “Emergency Hos- 
pital” (UA) (9 days), $19,000. 

Paramount (Par) (3,000; 50-80)— 
“Proud and Profane” (Par) and 
“Strange Adventure” (Indie). Big 
$17,000. Last week, ‘“Pardners” 
(Par) and “King Coral Seals” 
(Indie) (2d wk), $13,000. 

Center (Par) (2,000; 50-$1)— 
“Moby Dick” (WB) (2d wk). Sturdy 
' $13,000 or close. Last week, $25,- 





* 000. 


| Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 50-95)— 
| “Eddy Duchin Story” (Col) and 
“Magnificent Roughnecks” (AA) 
| (3d wk). Strong $12,000. Last week, 


Strand also big with “Proud and | $16,000. 


Profane.” 
second with “King and 1” as is the | 
Albee with “Away All Boats,” also 
in second round. | 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 
“Away All Boats” (U) and “Jail 
Busters” (AA) (2d wk). Good 
$6,000. First week, $9,000. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 70-$1)— 
“King and I” (20th) (2d wk), Happy 
$9,000 after $17,000 opener. 


State (Loew) (3,200; 50-85)— 
“Fastest Gun Alive” (M-G) and 
“Killer Is Loose’ (UA). Healthy 


$11,000. Last week “Somebody Up 
There Likes Me” (20th) and 
“Secret Treasure Mountain” (UA), 


Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 50-85) 
—‘‘Proud and Profane” (Par). Big 
or over. Last week, 
“Leather Saint” (Par) and “Navy 
Wife” (AA), $3,500. 


‘SKY’ MODEST $10,000, 
D.C; ‘BOATS’ 166, 2d; 


Washington, Aug. 14. 





Summer 
oftset the void created by govern- | 
ment workers on vacation andj} 
windup of Congress. City is largely | 
holdover. ‘‘Away All Boats” looks 
brisk in second week. Particwlarly | 
benefitting by the sightseeing ar- | 
rivals is “Cinerama Holiday” which | 
| climbed back to a_ solid total. 
“Satellite in Sky” looks dull in two 
spots. Standout at small-seaters is 

“Eddy Duchin Story,” wow at 
Trans-Lux. 

Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (SW) (1,480: 
$1.25)—“Satellite in Sky” (WB). 
$3,500. Last week, ‘Moby | 
Dick” (WB) (5th wk-6 days), $4,500. | 

Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 90-$1.50) 
—‘‘King and I” (20th) (7th-tfinal 
Nice $14,000 after $17,000 last 
week. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,174; 70-95)— 
“Earth Vs. Flying Saucers’ (Col) 
and ‘“‘Werewolf” (Col) (2d wk). 
Okay $7,000 after $12,000 last 
week. 

Dupont (Lopert) (372: 
—‘Proud and Beautiful” (Indie) 
(2d wk). Good $5,000 after strong 
$6,800 in opening week. Holds. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,939: 75-$1)— 
“Pardners” (Par) (2d wk). Nice 

€ ontinued on page 20) 


90-$1.15) 


Majestic is still good in| 


50-85)— | 


Teck. (Cinema Products) (1,200; 
| $1.20-$2.40) —‘“‘Cinerama Holiday” 
(Indie) (28th wk). Smash $15,000. 
Last week, $16,000. 


Society High 496 
In Hub; ‘Life’ 146 


Boston, Aug. 14. 

Biz is offish this frame, continu- 
ing the trend of current summer. 
Some exhibs seem worried. “High 
Society” at State and Orpheum 
looms as biggest picture to hit 
here for some time and is headed 
for a boff session. ‘Bigger Than 
Life” shapes okay at the Memorial. 
“Foreign Intrigue” looks nice at 
the Pilgrim. ‘Satellite in Sky” is 








visitors are helping to | 


| just good at Paramount and Fen- 


| way. “Cinerama Holiday” leads 
| the holdovers in its 5lst week. 
‘Proud and Profane” is holding 


| hotsy in second round at Met. 
Estimates for This Week 


Astor (B&Q) (1,500; $1-$1.50)— 
“Moby Dick” (WB) (7th wk-4 days). 
Oke $5,000 in final week. Last 


week, $8,700. 
Beacon Hill (Beacon Hill) (678; 
Summer 


| 90- $1. 25)—“‘One Happi- 
ness” (Times) (6th wk). Solid 
| $5,000. Last week, $6,000. 
Cinerama (Cinerama  Produc- 
itions) (1,354; $1.20-$2.65)—‘‘Cine- 


| Hotsy $20,000, 


(Indie) (51st wk). 
helped by closing 
Last week, $19,- 


rama Holiday” 


announcements. 


000. 


90- | 


|; Men 


Exeter (Indie) (1,200; 60-$1)— 
“Phantom Horse” (Indie) (2d wk). 
| Oke $4,000. Last week, $6,500. 

Fenway (NET) (1,373; 60-$1)— 
“Satellite in Sky” (WB) and “7 
From Now” (WB). Okay 
Last week, ‘“Pardners” 

“Massacre” (20th) (2d 


$5,000. 
(Par) and 
wk), $3,500. 

Kenmore (Indie) (700; 85-$1.25) 
—"‘Gaby” (M-G) (7th wk). Pass- 
able $3,500. Last week, $4,000. 

Memorial (RKO) (3,000; 75-$1.25) 
—‘Bigger Than Life’ (20th) and 
“Female Jungle” (AR). Oke $14,- 


000. Last week, “Living Desert” 

(BV) and “206,000 Leagues’ Beneath 

Sea” (BV) (reissues), $9,000. 
Metropolitan (NET) (4,357; 75- 


$1.25)—"Proud and Profane” (Par) 


(Continued on page 20) 


Society’ Terrif $24,000, Cincy Ace: 
Boats Big 12G, ‘Wonders’ 35, 10th 


| pace 
|high for this engagement. 


_ one. Stout $9,000 or better. | Cincinnati, Aug. 14. 
as rons “Dar are’? (Par 
cao. Pardners Par),/ “High Society” is bidding for a| 
, house record this week at the| 
Ps Ae ai ae rete 75- small Grand and bulging the down- 
(Col) and “Weened ne saucers | town total to a lofty August point. 
ha ee Werewolf (Col) (2d Another new bill, “Away All 
C 1) pi aa Storm Over Nile” | Boats.” shapes as smash cargo for 
Mountain” (Col) 3 days) Hat | Keith's. Holdovers of “King and 
$6.000. . air |» — Mente gl are bowing 
RKO P ) _¢})__. | out on strong notes. Former is es- 
“Eddy Sachin’ bee ie ee | pecially big in fifth week. ‘Seven 
wk). Boxoffic Suratilite. te .| Wonders” is adding a showing to 
re durability is this fill out daily matinee schedule 
apt Pegg my Strong | after hitting engagement high in 
State (Par) (2 300: 85-$1)— ‘ninth round. Advance sale includes 


“High Society” (M-G). Crix praise 
and enthusiastic word-of-mouth 
getting this away big. Looks brisk 
$17,000. Last week, “Away All 
Boats” (U) (2d wk), $8,000. 

World (Mann) (400; 85-$1.25)— 
“King and I” (20th) (5th wk). Prac- 
tically no boxoffce letdown here. 
Holds at remarkable clip. Great 
$7,000. Last week, $8,400. 





parties from out of town for final 
long home stay of the flag-chasing 
Cincy Redlegs. 

Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3,100; 84-$1.50)— 
“King and I” (20th) (5th wk). Six 
days. Rounding out exceptional 
Stay at this flagship with nice $10,- 
a. clip after fourth frame's $14,- 

0. 


Capitol (Ohio Cinema Corp) (1,- 
., $1.20-$2.65) — ‘“‘Seven Won- 
ders” (Indie) (10th wk). Keeping 
with ninth week’s $35,000. 
Adding 
a matinee Friday (17). May include 
a Saturady morning screening. 

Grand (RKO) (1,400; 84-$1.50)— 
“High Society” (M-G). Sensational 
$24,000 kickoff for indef run and 
bidding for house record here. 
Last week, ‘7 Men From Now” 
(WB) and “Steel Jungle” (WB), at 
75-$1 scale, $8,000. 

Keith’s (Shor) (1,500; 75-$1.25)— 
“Away All Boats” (U). Smash $12.,- 


000. Holds. Last week, “Eddy 
Duchin Story” (Col) (4th wk), 
$8,300. 


Palace (RKO) (2,600; 84-$1.25)— 
“Moby Dick” (WB) (4th wk). Four 
days. Okay $6,000. Last week, 
$13,000. “Davy Crockett River Pi- 





rates’ (BV) epened on Sunday (12). 


| Fox 








—‘‘Satellite in Sky’ (WB) and 
“Spell of Hypnotist” (Indie). Sad 
$10,000. Last week, “Johnny 
Concho” (UA) (2d wk), $16,000. 
| Midtown (Goldman) (1,000; 99- 
| $1.49) — “Storm Center” (Indie) 
(2d wk). Mild $8,000. Last week, 
$12,500. 

Randolph (Goldman) (2,250; 99- 


Society Sockeroo 356, Tops Frisco: 
‘Concho’ Great 14G, ‘Profane’ 176 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 

This Week $2,582,300 ~ 
(Based on 22 citie; and 234 

theatres, chiefly first runs, in- 

cluding N. Y.) 

Total Gross Same Week 

Last Year .. . $2,811,900 
(Based on 22 cities and 214 

theatres.) 


Pardners’ Big 0G, 
Omaha; Moby 86 


Omaha, Aug. 14. 

Two new entries, ‘“‘Pardners” at 
the Omaha and “Somebody Up 
There Likes Me,” are the pace- 
setters this week although weekend 
grosses took a dip. “Eddy Duchin 
Story” is off at Brandeis in fourth 
week. ‘Moby Dick” at Orpheum 
still is good for second round. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brandeis (RKO) (1,000; 75-$1)— 
“Eddie Duchin Story” (Col) (4th 
wk). Light $3,500. Last week, 
$5,500. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 75-$1) 
—‘‘Pardners” (Par). Torrid $9,000, 
and may hold. Last week, “Away 
All Boats” (U) (2d wk), $6,000. 

Orpheum (Tristates) (2,890; 75- 
$1)—"‘Moby Dick” (WB) (2d wk). 
Good $8,000. Last week, $14,000. 

State ‘Goldberg) (860; 75-$1)— 
“Somebody Up There Likes Me” 











(M-G). . Strong $6,500. Last week, 
“Fastest Gun Alive’ (M-G)...and 
“River Changes” (WB) (2d. wk), 


$4,000. 





Heat Hampering Philly; 
‘Sky’ Blue at $10,000, 
‘Boats’ Hep 1036, 4th 


Philadelphia, Aug. 14. 


First clear weekend this summer 
for some time made for poor box- 
office take. Some exhibs are even 
blaming initial-days of Democratic 
convention telecasts for offish tone. 
However, stronger holdovers still 
are big. Neither “Satellite in Sky” 
at Mastbaum nor “Storm Center” 
at Midtown are getting far but 
both are néwcomers. “King and I” 
still is great in fifth week at the 
while “Away All Boats” is 
rated trim in fourth round at 
Goldman. “Eddy Duchin Story” 
continues smooth in seventh Ran- 
dolph week. 


Estimates for This Week 
Arcadia (S&S) (526; 99-$1.40)— 


“Bhowani Junction” (M-G) (6th 
wk). Okay $5,500. Last week, 
$5,800. * 


Boyd (SW) (1,430; $1.25-$2.60)— 





“Seven Wonders of World” (Indie) 
(16th wk). Stout $18,000. Last 
week, $19,000. 

Fox (20th) ({(2,250; 75-$1.45)— 
“King and I” h) (5th wk). Great | 
$21,000. Last“Wweek, $28,000. 

Goldman (Goldman) (1,250; 65- | 
$1.35)—“‘Away All Boats” (U) (4th | 
wk). Trim $10,500 or close. Last | 
week, $12,000. 

Green Hill (Serena) (750; 75- 


$1.25) ‘Closed Sundays)—‘“Kid for 

Two Farthings” (Indie) (2d. wk). 

Oke $4,500. Last week, $4,000. 
Mastbaum (SW) (4,370; 90-$1.49) 


$1.49)—“‘Duchin Story” (Col) (7th 


wk). ‘Smooth $12,000. Last week, 
$13,000. 

Stanley (SW) (2,900; 99-$1.49)— 
“Moby Dick” (WB) (6th wk). 
Steady $10,000. Last week, $11,- 
000. 


Stanton (SW) (1,483; 99-$1.49)— 
“Proud and Profane” (Par) (‘6th 
wk). Okay $8,000. Last week, 
$7,500. 

Trans-Lux (T-L) (500; 99-$1.80) 
—‘‘Trapeze” (UA) (7th wk). Lively 
$10,500. Last week, $12,000. 

Viking (Sley) (1,000; 75-$1.49)— 
“High Noon” (UA) and ‘Moon Is 
Blue” (UA) (reissues) (2d wk). 
Good $8,000. Last week, $12,000. 

World (Pathe) (604; 99-$1.49)— 
“Madam Buiterfly’ (IFE) (4th 
wk). Bright $4,000. Last week, 





$5,500, 


San Francisco, Aug. 14. 

Standout newcomer in current 
session is “High Society,” which 
looms terrific at the Warfield. 
“Johnny Concho” shapes great at 
United Artists while “Proud and 
Profane” looks sturdy at Para- 
mount. “Walk Proud Land,” also 
new, looms fast at Golden Gate. 

Estimates for This Week 

Goldén Gate ‘RKO) (2,859; 80- 
__|$l)—"Walk Proud Land” (U) and 
“Raw Edge” (U). Fast $13,000. 
Last week, “Francis Haunted 
House” (U) and “Edge of Hell” (U), 
$12,000. 

Fox (FWC) (4,651; $1.25-$1.50)— 
“King and I” (20th) (7th wk). Big 
$14,000. Last week, $15,500. 

Warfield (Loew) (2,656; 65-90)— 
“High Society” (M-G). Terrific 
$35,000. Last week, “Fastest Gun 
Alive” (M-G) (3d wk), $10,000. 

Paramount (Par) (2,646; 90-$1)— 
“Proud and Profane” (Par). Sturdy 
$17,000. Last week, ‘Pardners” 
(Par) and “Leather Saint” (Par) 
(2d wk), $12,000. 

St. Francis (Par) (1,400; $1-$1.25) 
— ‘Moby Dick” (WB) (5th wk), 
Fancy $10,000. Last week, $13,000. 

Orpheum (Cinerama _ Theatre 
Calif.) (1,458; $1.75-$2.65)—“Cine- 
rama Holiday” (Indie) (54th wk). 
Big $19,800. Last week, $17,700. 

United Artists (No. Coast) (1.207; 


70-$1) — “Johnny Concho” (UA) 
and “Kiss Before Dying” (UA) 
Great $14,000. Last week, “Tra- 
peze” (UA).«(6th wk), $7,750 in 
6 days. 

Stagedoor (A-R) (440; $1.25- 
$1.50) — ‘‘Fantasia” (BV) (reissue) 


(3d wk). Sock $7,000. Last week, 
$9,500. 

Larkin (‘Rosener) (400; $1) — 
“Last 10 Days’ ‘Col) (4th wk). 


Trim $1,900. Last week, $2,600. 


Clay (Rosenerv) (400; $1) ~ 
“Adorable Creatures” (Indie) (6th 
wk). Big $3,100. Last week, $3,400. 

Bridge (Schwarz) 396; $1-$1.25) 
—'‘‘Lady Killers’ (Cont) (8th wk), 
Trim $2,500. Last week, $2,800. 

Coronet (United California) 
(1,250; $1.10-$2.75) — “Oklahoma” 
(Magna) (25th wk). Big $17,400. 
Last week, $17,800. 

Rio (Schwarz) (397; 
pointment In London” 
$1,700. Last week, 
(Indie), $1,200. 


‘Profane’ Lusty $17,000, 
Balto; ‘Likes Me’ Fancy 
12G, ‘Boats’ Hep 96, 2d 


Baltimore, Aug. 14. 
Impact of fresh product is being 
reflected in the grosses here this 
week. “Proud and Profane” is boff 
at Century. “‘SSomebody Up There 
Likes Me” shapes staunch at the 
Town. “Parners” looks okay at the 
Stanley. “King and I” is holding 
solid in fifth round at the New. 
Second stanza of ‘“‘Away All Boats” 
looks sturdy at the Mayfair. 
Estimates for This Week 
Century (Fruchtman) (3,000; 50- 


$1) — “Ap- 
(Indie). Oke 
“Temptress” 








$1.25)—‘‘Proud and Profane "(Pai 
Tall $17,000. Last week, “Johnny 
Concho” (UA), $7,000. 

Cinema (Schwaber) (460; 50- 
$1.25 : ittle Sins” (Indie) 
(2d wk). Okay $2,500 after $3,500 
opener. 

Film Centre (Rappaport) (890; 
$1.25-$2.50)—“‘Oklahoma” (Magna) 
(24th wk). Sturdy $8,500 after 


$9,000 in 23d. 

Five West ‘(Schwaber) (460; 50- 
$1.25)—“Rififi’? (UMPO) (2d wk). 
Pleasing $4,000. First week, $4,500. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,100; 
50-$1.25)—‘“‘Eddy Duchin” (Col) (3d 
wk). Still potent at $9,000 after 
$11,000 in second. 

Mayfair (Hicks) 
“Away All Boats” 
Rosy $7,000. First 
$11,000. 

New (Fruchtman) (1,600; 50- 
$1.25)—“King and I” (20th) (5th 
wk). Boff $10,000 after $11,000 in 
fourth. 

Playhouse (Schwaber) (410; 50- 
$1.25) — ‘Lovers and _ Lollipops” 
(Indie) (4th wk). Moderate $2,000. 
Third was $2,500. 

Stanley (WB) (3,200; 30-$1.25)— 
“Pardners” (Par). Okay $11,000. 
Last week, “Moby Dick” (WB) (5th 
wk), $5,500. 

Town (Rappaport) (1,400; 50-$1) 
—"Somebody Up There Likes Me” 
(M-G). Hefty $9,000 or close. Last 
week, “Earth Vs. Flying Saucers” 
(Col) and “Werewolf” (Col), $8,000. 


(980; 35-$1) — 
(U) (2d wk). 
was socko 
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Wednesday, August 15, 1956 VARIETY PICTURE GROSSES 


| HOI POLLOI GOES FOR ‘SOCIETY’ 


: Dems Powwow Means Little to Chi Tl DEPOAN PANG LA Perky; ‘Trapeze’ Boff $30,000, 
1 Biz But Boats’ Bright at $34,000; | {oT p’'WAV WEEK Sky Strong 266, Likes Me’ Robust 
‘Saucers’ 226, ‘Daughter’ Hot 126, 3d x: 186, ‘Society’ Sock $31,000 in 2d 
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of hot, sweltering 








weather starting last Friday (10) 
'and dearth of new product will cut 
1 Chicago, Aug. 14. 4 | down. on oe total ne mo ~ Los Angeles, Aug. 14 
: , . : : . roadway rstrun reatre this : , Sparked by hefty response to 
PRs rgd *elping aia gs ig ‘Sun’ Torrid $11,000, | session, Rage sgt Bo emg ham ‘Likes Me’ Fine $8,000, daae cs which is pulling a great 
ape. Pees > what ar : ‘ pering the b.o. blockbusters. ot, , & : J 30,000 in first week on pop-scale 
some, but bulk of coin for what are Denver; ‘Likes Me’ 12G 'clear weekend packed the shore Port.; ‘Sun’ Slick 8'14G run in four theatres, fae y ent 


mostly strong holdovers is coming 
from localites. 

“Away All Boats” shapes a tor- 
rid $34,000 for opening week at 
ithe State-Lake, being helped by 
jmaginative, in-depth drumbeating. 
“Parth Vs. Flying Saucers” and 
*Werewolf” combo should do a 
sock $22.000 in first Roosevelt 
week. 

“Francis in Haunted House” and 
“Star in Dust’ combo is. holding 
okay in second Grand round. “Ri- 
fifi” continues big in second at the 
Ziegfeld. “‘Ambassador’s Daughter” 
is still very lively in the third 
stanza at Esquire while “Fantasia” 
stays nifty in same week at the 
Loop. 

At the Chicago, “Moby Dick” is 
still okay in fifth session. “Eddy 
Duchin Story” continues stout in 
sixth week at the Woods. ‘King 
and I” is showing longrun strength 
in Oriental eighth frame. ‘‘Lady- 
killers” continues potent in sev- 
enth week at the Surf. 

“Trapeze” .is slowing some but 
good in the ninth at the United 
Artists. “Oklahoma” stays solid in 
33d week at McVickers. *“‘Cinerama 
Holiday” is stout in 61st Palace 
frame. 

Estimates for This Week 

Carnegie ‘Telem’t) (480; 95)— 
“Lovers and Lollipops” (Indie). 
Big $6,500. Last week, “Make Me 
an Offer’ (Indie), $3,800. 

Chicago (‘B&K) (3,900; 98-$1.25) 
— Moby Dick” (WB) (5th wk). 
Okay $22,000. Last 

Esquire (H&E Balaban) 
(UA) (3d wk'. Swell $12,000. Last 
week, $17,500. 

Grand (Indie) (1,200; 98-$1.25)— 


“Francis in Haunted House” (U) | 
and “Star in Dust” (U) (2d wk). 
Good $7,000. Last week, $15,000. 


Loop (Telem’t) (606; 90-$1.25)— 
“Fantasia” (BY) (reissue! (3d wk). 
Hotsy $11,000. Last week, $14,500. 

MecVickers (JL&S) (1,580; $1.25- 


$3)— “Oklahoma” (Magna) (33d 
wk Sturdy $25,000. Last week, 
$24,500. 

Monrve (Indie) (1,000; 67-87)— 


“Glory” (RKO) and “Postmark for 
Danger” (RKO). Neat $6,000. Last 
(Continued on page 20) 


Society’ Lofty $19,000, 
K. C.; ‘Godzilla’ Mighty 
15G, ‘King’ Trim 146 


Kansas City, Aug. 14. 

Theatre row is bright in current 
session, with hefty newcomers and 
bullish holdovers. “High Society” 
in the Midland may prove the 
year’s top grosser at this house. 
Heading for huge $19,000, and 
holds. ‘“Pardners” at the Para- 
mount is pleasing, and holds. Fox 
Midwest pulled a switch with 
“King and I,” running it four weeks 
solo in the Uptown Theatre tp 
great money, then adding it for 
the fifth week in companion houses 
of the Tower, Fairway and Grana- 
da. Fox also has switched three of 
ils subsequents to firstruns this 





session, playing “Godzilla” at*the 
Apollo, Brookside and Vista for 
mighty returns. 

theatres 


Estimates for This Week 
‘900; 900; 75)—‘Swamp 
and 


(Indie) 


First venture by this circuit into 
firstruns, and first time this season 
its two local drive-ins have played 
4 bill exclusive of others in area. 
Bright $6.000 in four days ending 
Saturday (11). 
Glen, Dickinson, Leawood, Shaw- 
hee (Dickinson) (700; 700; 1,000 
Cars; 1,000 cars; 75-$1)—“Hold 
Back Night” (AA) and “Jamie 
Dawn” (AA), Continues firstrun 
policy, Big $14,000. Last week, 
Kiss Before Dying’ (UA) and 
Ghost Town” (UA), same. 
Apollo, Brookside, Vista (Fox 
Midwest) (1,050; 1,100; 1,000; 65- 
85’\—“Godzilla” (Indie) and “Three 
Outlaws” (AFR). Whopping $15,- 
000: may stay in these houses 
(Continued on page 20) 


“Gunslinger” 





| $1)—*‘Run 


week, $27,000. | 
(1,400; | 
$1.25) — “*‘Ambassador’s Daughter” | 





: : : | There Likes Me” 
Crest, Riverside (Commonwealth) | 


Women” | 
(AIP). | 





Denver, Aug. 14. 

Firstrun biz is only fair to good 
this round. “King and I” is break- 
ing all records by staying an eighth 
week at the Centre. “Dakota Inci- 
dent” is good enough to hold at 
Lakeshore Drive-In. “Somebody 
Up There Likes Me” is rated good 
at Crpheum while “Run for Sun” 
looks solid at Paramount. 

Estimates for This Week 

Centre (Fox) (1,247; 75-$1.25)— 
“King and [” (20th) (7th wk). Hotsy 
$11,000. Last week, $14,000. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 60-$1) 
—‘Proud and Profane” (Par) (4th 
wk). Fine $7,000. Last week, $9,000. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 60-$1)— 
“Francis in Haunted House” (U) 
and “Star in Dust (U). Fair $11,000. 
Last week, “Godzilla” (Indie) and 
“Strange Adventure” (Rep), $18,- 
000 


Lakeshore Drive-In (Civic) (1,000 
cars; 75)—‘‘Dakota Incident” (Rep) 
and “Hidden Guns” (Rep). Fast 
$8,000; holds. Last week on subse- 
quents. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 60-$1)— 
“Somebody Up There Likes Me” 
(M-G), Good $12,000 or near. Last 


week, “Davy Crockett River 
Pirates” (BV) and “Last of Des- 
peradoes” (AFR), pulled after 


$5,000 in 4 days. 

Paramount (Wolfberg) (2,200; 60- 
for Sun” (UA) 
“Quincanno, Frontier Scout” (UA). 
Solid $11,000 or a bit over. Last 
week, “Rebel in Town” (UA) and 
“Emergency Hospital’’ (UA), $11,- 
500. 

Vogue (Sher-Shulman) (442; 75- 
$1)—‘‘Stars of Russian Ballet” 


| (Indie). Mild $1,200. Last week, on 


reissues. 


Boats’ Fast 146 
In Fair Lvill 
Louisville, Aug. 14. 
“Away All Boats” is proving a 
real winner with a smash session 
at the Rialto this week. Take is 
fairly good here generally in spite 
of fact that Downtown Shoppers 
Days (10-11) hurt the  firstruns. 
Mary Ann {is good with “Satellite 
in Sky” and “Stranger at Door.” 
Dual bill of “Fastest Gun Alive” 
and “Nightmare” looms modest at 
Loew’s. “Pardners” at the Ken- 
tucky is fair. 
Estimates for This Week 





Kentucky (Switow) (1,000; 55-85) | 


—‘‘Pardners” 
taining nice 
week, $6,000. 

Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,000: 
65-85)—“‘Satellite in Sky” (WB) 
and “Stranger at My Door” (Rep). 
Good $5,500. Last week, “Seven 
Men From Now” (WB), $6,000. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,000: 
50-85) —“‘Away All Boats” (U). Top 
newcomer, and going for smash 
$14,000. Last week, “Rawhide 
Years” (U) and “Navy Wife” (U), 
$9,000. 

State (United Artists) (3,000: 50- 


(Par) (3d wk), Main- 
$5,000 pace. Last 


85)— ‘Fastest Gun Alive” (M-G)} 
and “Nightmare” (M-G). Modest 
$6,000. Last week, “Somebody Up 


(M-G), $10,000. 


‘Concho’ Crisp $16,000, 





St. L.; ‘Profane’ Big 176 


St. Louis, Aug. 14. 

Biz is nice this frame with mer- 
cury still flirting with the 100- 
degree mark. ‘Proud and Profane’ 
and “Johnny Concho” are running 
about even for total coin laurels 
but later is actually making the 
better showing since playing a 
smaller house. “Seven Wonders of 


World” continues fancy in 16th 
round at the Ambassador. “Away 


All Boats” still was solid in second 
stanza at the huge Fox. 
Estimates for This Week 
Ambassador (Indie) (1,000; $1.40- 
$2.40)—‘‘Seven Wonders of World” 


(Continued on page 20) 


and | 





| resorts. anor ; Portland, Ore., Aug. 14. 
| “High Society” with stageshow Biz continues to perk at mid- 
|at the Music Hall stands head and| winter pace here despite’ the 


shoulders above all competition! heat or anything else “Somebody 
this week. It is heading for a new| Up There Likes Me” looms. fine 
non-holiday high of $200,000 on|and “Run For The Sun” shapes 
initial stanza ending today (Wed.)| bright. “King and I’ holds for a 
and may smash the old record of | seventh record-breaking week after 
$200,325, hung up by “Glass Slip-| six great rounds. “Pardners” stays 
per” in an Easter holiday week.| for a second slick round at the 
“Society” registered the biggest | Paramount 

opening day biz ever at the Hall Estimates for This Week 

last Thursday. It also was the | Broadway (Parker) (1,875; 90- 
greatest weekday for a non-holiday | $1.25)—“Somebody Up There Likes 





on fourshow basis. The next high-| Me” (M-G) and “Postmark For 

jest money mark at the Hall was| Danger” (RKO). Good $8,060. 

made by “Rose Marie,” which got| Last week, “Away All Boats’ (U) 

$198,930, also on an Easter week.|/and “Raw Edge” (U) (3d wk), 
“Proud Ones” with vaudeville | $7,000. 

looks fancy $19,006 at the Palace. Fox (Evergreen) (1,536; $1-$1.50) 

Second round of “Autumn Leaves” | —“King and i” (20th) (7th wk). 


is holding with socko $30,000 at the | Pic had three big rounds in first six 


Astor. weeks. Hefty $12,000. Last week, 
Elsewhere, it’s mainly extended-' $16,000. 

run with “King and I” plus stage- Guild (Indie) (400; $1.25)— 
bill easily the champ in this cate-|“Qadykillers” (Cont) (6th wk). 
gory. This combo is heading for a| Neat $2,000. Last week, $3,200. 

mighty $90,000 in current (7th); Liberty (Hamrick) (1,890; 90- 
stanza at the Roxy, and stays on—/$1.25)—‘‘Run For Sun” (UA) and 
likely through Labor Day. “Big-|“Nightmare” (UA). Okay $8,500 
ger Than Life” shapes mild $12,-|or near. Last week, “Fastest Gun 
000 in second Victoria séssion. Alive” (M-G) and “Crime Against 


“Pardners” landed a good $15,- 
000 in third frame at Mayfair. 
“Earth Vs. Flying Saucers” was 
down to mild $25,000 in second 
round at Paramount, where Frank 
Sinatra comes in to head stageshow | Sky” (WB) and “Seven Men From 
starting today. “Johnny Concho,” | Now” (WB), $6,200. 

Sinatra’s initial indie production| Paramount (Port-Par) (3,400; 90- 
(he stars in it, too) accompanies the | $1.25) — “Pardners” (Par) and 
stage layout. “Killing” (UA) (2d wk). Hot $10,- 

“Moby Dick” 000 or close. Last week, $14,200. 


stout $37,700 in sixth stanzas, day- 
+ ° ] 
Society Boffo 


$0,000, Indpls. 


Indianapolis, Aug. 14. 
Biz continues at high level here 
this stanza, considering that two 
top draws are longrun holdovers. 
“King and I” won a fifth week at 
Indiana, unprecedented in recent 


Joe” (UA) (2d wk), $6,600. 
Orpheum (Evergreen) (1,600; $1- 
$1.25)—‘“‘Rebel In Town” (UA) and 
“Emergency Hespital’” (UA). Slim 
$5,000. Last week, ‘Satellite In 








is holding with 





dating at Criterion and Sutton. | 
Pic continues at both houses. | 
“Fastest Gun Alive” still is fast | 


with $9,500 in fifth frame at the 
Globe. 

“Somebody Up There Likes Me”’ 
shapes good $13,500 in sixth (final) 
week at the State. “Away All 
Boats” replaces tomorrow (Thurs.). 
“Trapeze” looms sluggish $14,000 
for 10th round at the Capitol, and 
now is in its final (11th) week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 75-$2)— | 
“Autumn Leaves” (Col) (3d wk). | 
First holdover week ended last | years, and is holding up well. So 
night (Tues.) held with fancy $30,-| is ““Moby Dick” in fourth stanza at 
000. Initial week was smash $37,-| Keith’s. However, this week’s sock 





000, way over hopes. | grosser is the new entry, “High 

Baronet (Reade) (430; $1.25-!| Society,” which is terrific and 
$1.50)—“‘Secrets of Reef” (Indie)! doing biggest first stanza in two 
(4th wk). Third round ended Mon-| years at Loew’s. 


day (13) was sturdy $8,100. Second | 
week was $9,000. | 
Capitol (Loew) (4,820; $1-$2.50) | 


Estimates for This Week 
Circle (Cockrill-Dolle) (2,800; 50- 
85)—"*7 Men From Now” (WB) and 





—‘Trapeze” (UA) (11th-final wk). | «so¢e))j in Sky” (WB). Nifty 
The frame ended Monday (13) was | ge Mod Fae ‘Peaiaole 
- - ri : % a | oe A as . ‘ 
sluggish $14,000. Ninth week WaS | Haunted House” (U) and “Congo 
$15,500. “War and Peace” (Par) | Grogsing” (U). $7,500 


opens Aug. 21. * ) Q« - 75_¢1 95)__ 
Criterion (Moss) (1,700; 75-$2.30) | «_/mdiana - a mage a 

“Moby Dick” (WB) (7th wk). | @i2g and 1° (20th) (Sth wk). Okay 
Sivth welt ended lest night (Tues) | $8,000, to close run with approxi- 
was smooth _ $26,500. Fifth was ag Fg es (1.300: 75-$1.25) 
$28,500. “Moby Dick” (WB) (4th wk). Nice 
_. eke ae Chik cao” ne $6,000 in final stanza and total take 
10th frame ended last night (Tues.) of oe ve, (2.427: 75-95)— 
held at great $11,200 after $11,500 “High Ss ‘iet * (MG). Terrific 
for ninth. ign society yi re p CET ESIC 

Globe (Brandt) (1,500: 70-$1.50) $20,000. Last week, “Earth Vs. Fly- 
_“Fastest Gun Alive” (M-G) (5th | ing Saucers” (Col) and “Werewolf” 
lwk). Present round finishing today (Col), $8,500 at 50c-80c scale. 
(Wed.) is heading for hep $9,500 
| Fourth was $10,500. 





‘LIKES ME’ LIVELY 166, 


| Guild (Guild) (450; $1-$1.75) —| 
i*Private’s Progress” (DCA) (4th 
|wk). Third session ended Monday 
| (13) pushed to wow $16,000 after 
$15,000 for second week. 

Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 79-$1.80) 
—‘Pardners” (Par) (4th wk), Third | 
round finished last night (Tues.) 

(Continued on page 20) 


Aug. 14. 


and 


Toronto 

With the sports page 
gious readers crowding, 
body Up There Likes Me” is lead- 
ing the newcomers’ currently. 
“Safari” and “Cast a Dark Shadow” 
also are doing nicely. ‘Satellite in 
the Sky” looms light. “King and I” 
is phenomenal in leading the town 
in second stanza to terrific returns. 
“Eddy Duchin Story” is also neat 
in third frame. “Away All Boats” 
in second still is nice. 

Estimates for This Week 

Circle, Towne (Taylor) (750; 693; 
60-$1)—‘‘Cast Dark Shadow” (IFD). 
Fine $6,000. Last week, ‘““‘La Ronde” 
(IFD) (2d wk), $4,000. 

Colony, Danforth, Fairlawn, 








Estimates Are Net 


Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net; i.e., 
without usual tax. Distrib- 
utors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, 





Humber, Odeon (Rank) (839; 1,351; 
(Continued on page 20) 


include the U. S. amusement 
tax. 








TORONTO; ‘KING’ 286) - 


reli- | 
“Some- | — 
i; Smart $10,000. 





firstruns are registering another 
solid session currently. ‘Satellite 
in Sky” is rated good $26,000 in 
three houses. 

“Somebody Up There Likes Me” 
shapes fine $18,000 or near in two 
spots. “High Society” is best of 
holdover pix with a great $31,000 
in view for second frame at Pan- 
tages. 

“King and !” still is smash 
among the extended-runs with a 
smooth $23,000 probable in seventh 
frame at the Chinese. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox Wilshire (FWC) (2,296; $1- 
$1.75) —‘*‘Ambassador’s Daughter” 


(UA). Mild $11,600 or less. Last 
week, “Trapeze” (UA) (10th wk), 
$6,400. 

Stage, Vogue (UATC-FWC) 


(2,404; 885; 80-$1.25)—‘Somebody 
Up There Likes Me” (M-G), with 
2d run pix. Fine $18,000 or near, 
Last week, State with Hollywood, 
“Pardners” (Par) and “Leather 
Saint” (Par) (2d wk), $14,600, plus 
$41,000 in one nabe, six drive-ins; 
Vogue with Downtown Paramount, 


Ritz, “Great Locomotive Chase’ 
(BV), $12,000. 

Orpheum, Hollywood, Uptown, 
Loyola (Metropolitan) (FWC) 


(2,213; 756; 1,715; 1,248; 80-$1.50) 
—‘Trapeze” (UA) and “Emergency 
Hospital” (Indie). Great $30,000 or 
close. Last week, in different units. 

Los Angeles, New Fox, Ritz 
(FWC) (2,097; 965; 1,363; 90-$1.50) 
—‘Queen of Babylon” (20th) and 
“Forbidden Cargo” (Indie). Slow 
$11,000 or under. Last week, with 
Ei Rey, without Ritz, “Rebel In 
Town” (UA) and “Nightmare” 
(UA), $13,000. 

Downtown Paramount, 
Hawaii (ABPT-SW-G&S) 


Wiltern, 
(3,300; 


2,344: 1,106; 80-$1.50) — “Satellite 
In Sky” (WB) and “7 Men From 
Now” (WB). Good $26,000. Last 
week, in different units. 

Pantages (RKO) (2.812; $1-$1.75) 
—‘‘High Society” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Boff $31,000. Last week, $37,000, 


Hillstreet (RKO) (2,752; 80-$1)— 
“Walk Proud Land” (U) and ‘‘Raw 


Edge” (U) (2d wk). Slow $4,000. 
Last week, with Wiltern, $13,000, 


plus $60,600 in eight ozoners. 
Warner Downtown (SW) (1,757; 
80-$1.25) — ‘While City Sleeps” 
(RKO) and “Flying Leathernecks” 
(RKO) (reissue) (2d wk). Dull 
$5,000. Last week, with Hawaii, 
$11,000. 
Iris, El Rey, Globe (FWC) (816; 
861; 782; 90-$1.25)—‘Johnny Con- 
(Continued on page 20) 


‘Duchin’ Smooth $25,000, 
Cleve.; ‘Society’ Ditto, 
‘Pardners’ Hep 126, 2d 


Cleveland, Aug. 14. 
“Eddy Duchin Story” at the 
Allen and “High Society” at the 
Stillman are running neck-and- 


neck for greatest coin totals here 
this session. Best showing is being 
made by “Society,” with just_as 
big money as “Duchin” but in a 
smaller house. “Queen of Babylon” 
is rated okay at the Palace. 
“Pardners” still is fine in second 
State round. 
Estimates for This Week 

Allen (Stanley! 13,000; $1-$1.25) 

“Duchin Story” (Col Smash 
25,000. Last week, ‘“‘Moby Dick” 
(WB) (4th wk), £12,500 
Hipp (Telem’'t) (3,700; $1-$1.25) 
— “King and I” (20th) (6th wk). 
Last week, $14,000. 
(1,244; 70-90) 
“Kiss Before Dying’ (UA). Good 
$5,000. Last week, “Johnny Con- 
cho” (UA) (m.o.), $5,200. 

Palace (RKO) (3,285; 
“Queen of Babylon” 
“Abdullah’s Harem” (20th). Okay 
$9,000. Last week, “Francis in 
Haunted House” (U) and “‘Rawhide 
Years” (U), $8,500. 

State (Loew) (3,500; 70-90) — 
“Pardners” (Par) (2d wk). Fine 
$12,000. Last week, $15,000. 

Stillman (Loew) (2,700; 70-90)— 
“High Society” (M-G). Wow $25,- 


Ohio (Loew) 


70-90) 
(20th) and 


— 


1/000. Last week, “Trapeze” (UA) 
(m.o.), $6,000 on sixth downtown 
week. 





VARIETY 





a pr " 
STOup of 


od 


Orga 
é thes. 
i Period of Catre 


1Zaty, Nn 
Cliey 


eae 
ct? 


si ‘atch 
> Which Mad 
. ending 


; a COm. 
ahoma : 7 
une 


1956, 


“Mong 


: The. 
” €ighed 
Udger. 


Wwe ‘ 
“ce, 
: it 
busine.. * 
l€ sub ject 
_. 9 V¢ 
°Mpanj 


> 


Wednesday, August 15, 


MOTION PICTURE 


EXHIBITOR 


RECENTLY WE DISAGREED with 0] 
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HE VALUE OF A TRAILER 


ny experienced exhibitor knows 
iat nothing has greater effect on 


ttendance than the advance trail. 
vith o1 


“B® shown in theatres, It, more 
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an anything else, keeps them 
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Arg. Cinemas Stoned When C’Scope 
Pulled by Distributors; Exhibs, Too, 


alk at Govt. 35% Cut in Scale 


+ 


Buenos Aires, Aug. 14. 
Patrons stoned firstrun cinemas 
here last week in a tense situation 
touched off by the 35% slash in 
admission scales for widescreen 
product as decreed by the Argen- 
tine Minis‘er of Commerce, Ro- 


dolfo Martinez. He had actually 
wanted the cut to go into effect 
Aug. 3, but decided to put the 
decree into effect star‘ing Aug. 6 


because there were so many ad-| 


vance sales at the old price cov- 
ering Aug. 4-5 (Saturday-Sunday) 
shows. 

Distributors retaliated to the 
price-slash ukase by withdrawing 
widescreen pix. Sudden changes 
of bills and no shows in some 
houses apparently aroused the pub- 
lic. Exhibi‘ors threatened to close 
their theatres when the widescreen 
product was withdrawn. Parties in- 
volved in the dispute are in con- 
stant huddles and may appeal to 
President Aramburu. 

While reports had been current 
for some time abou‘ the admission 
cut, the sudden decree took the 


whole film industry by surprise 
since negotiations still were in 
progress. Instead -of 10 pesos 


(about 32c), the scale for dimen- 
sional pix (in force since Septem- 
ber last year), the minister ruled 
that the price should be a_ uni 
form 6.50 pesos (around 2lc), in- 
cluding tax. The cut was explained 
on the ground that the higher 
prices allowed for the widescreen 
product was supposed to compen- 
sate for the cost of installing new 


type screens.and projection equip- | 


ment. His ‘heory was that this 
created a disadvantage for unusual 
flat-screen product. 


The minister reputedly believed 


that the new widescreen systems 
became general, with more and 
more cinemas adopting the higher 
scale, and that exhibs profits grew 
out of all proportion. 

Exhibs, distribs and producers 
held continuous sessions last Sat- 
urday (4) discussing measures to 
counteract the price-slash action. 
One explanation for the action is 
that improvement in the quotation 
of the Argentine peso, in relation 
to the dollar, actually reduced the 
cost of installing the new systems 

hence would make them more 
universal. 

Long lines for the cinemas show 
ing widescreen pix Saturday (4) 
bore mute witness ‘o the fact that 
public did not find the 32c price 
too high. Also, local producers, 
who are just starting to turn out 
dimensional pix themselves to get 
the higher admission, are as much 
incensed as the exhibs, They long 
had urged a general lif ing of ad- 
mittance scales. 

The dearth of cinemas in Argen- 
tina notorious in view of the 
size of population, and it has been 


1S 


difficult for exhibs to build up 
reserves for new houses when not 
even allowed reasonable profits 


rhroughout the Peron dicta‘orship, 
prices at the cinemas were kept 
artificially low and most exhibs 
took a beating. 

In view 
here now 
price cu’ 


of the lip-service paid 
to free enterprises, this 
is viewed as all the more 


surprising. It was decreed in the 
fact of almost unanimous recom 
mendation against’ any slash by 
all interested parties t was plead 
ed that the trade be allowed to 
a ide such matters without state 

erference It’s pointed out that 
ott orms ot b ire allowed free 
dom o why not the film business 


BRIDIE’S “EOLFRY’ FOR 
LONDON REVIVAL AUS. 29 


Aug. 14 
James Bridie’s “Mr. 
opens ai the Aldwych Aug. 
a month’s provincial run 
Sim, who played in the 
production in 1943, pro- 
duces well as plays the title 
role. Duncan Macrae portrays the 
complacently pious minister of a 
Scottish country parish. 


London, 

A revival of 
Bolfry” 
29 after 
Alastair 
original 


as S 


Others in the cast are Eileen 
Moore. George Cole and Owen 
Holder. “Man Alive,’ the Robert- 


son Hare farce, completes its Ald- 
wych run Aug, 25 


4a 





Logan, Goetz Scout 


Sife for Japan Pic 


Tokyo, Aug. 7. 
Josh Logan and William Goetz 
| have left Japan for the U. S. after 
|a threeweek location scouting tour 
of Japan for the Warner Bros. pro- 
duction of James Michener’s novel 
“Sayonara.” Logan will direct the 
Goetz production which will be 
| shot here this fall. Also leaving 
i/with the pair was Warner talent 
i director S. J. Baiano who had in- 





'terviewed Japanese candidates for | 


the top femme role. 


| Ata farewell press confab, Lo- | 


gan said Michener’s novel has been 
j}adapted and expanded greatly by 
| writer Paul Osborn in order to in- 


clude more of Japan’s theatrical | 


|world. While Michener’s novel 
{confined itself to the world of the 
Takarazuka Girls Opera Co., the 
film will include kabuki, the pup- 
| pet drama and the traditional and 
|classic Noh drama. 





Brit. Cinemas 


Not Hit by Tete 


London, Aug. 14. 
In its first attempt to assess the 
| effect of commercial tv on cinema 
| boxoffice admissions, the Board of 
Trade in its quarterly statistical re- 
port says that the position for thea- 
tres does not appear to have been 


first quarter. 


However, the Boards adds that 
the corclusions which can be 
drawn from the breakdown are 


limited since correspondng figures 
are not available for earlier peri- 
ods. From January to March, 
gross takings at $61,815,600 were 
nearly 6% down on those for the 
corresponding quarter in 1955, and 
admissions for the same _ period 
fell 24,000,000 to 285.000,000 com- 
pared with the previous year’s 
309,600,000, a drop of nearly 8%. 
Returns fo rthe period of review 
were compiled from 4,437 theatres 
comprising a total of 4,090,000 
seats. 

The worst affected area, the BOT 
deduces from the figures, was Lon- 
don and the south where the fall- 
off was greater than average, 11% 
Receipts dropped 9.2%, 
20th Sets New Plan 

F ‘Ki b J . 
or ‘King’ in London 
London, Aug. 14. 

A revolutionary pattern devised 
by 20th-Fox for releasing “King 
and |” here will make the picture 
available simultaneously at 25 the- 
pecially selected 
Widespread suburban 
minimum basis of 
This innovation, 


temporarily 
svstem 


atres e over a 
area on a 
a two-week run 
beginning Oct. 8 
replaces the present 
(considered to be unsatis- 
fecto:y) whereby films are shown 
in three local zones at consecutive 
periods. 

By this system, 20th-Fox gets at 


least 25 weeks of extra playing 
time with a consequent cut in the 
number of color prints which, for 
“King cost about $840 each A 
second general release for the Lon- 
aon area is scheduled for the week 
beginning Nov. 12 when the pic 
will be made available on the nor- 
mla pattern in northwest, north- 
east and South London 

Jimmy Pattinson, managing di- 
rector of 20th-Fox, hinted thet thi: 
could be the forerunner of a future 


re] the moment 


ipply only to “King.” 


! ase scheme, but at 
it would ; 


. 1 | 
Disney at Blackpoo 
Blackpool, Aug. 7. 
A half-mile stretch of the up- 
coming fall season of Blackpool Il- 


luminations will be devoted to 
Walt Disney characters. 
Annual season of Illuminations, 


regarded as among the biggest in 
the world, gives a fillip to Black- 
pool’s season of show biz, with 12 
live shows running to the end of 
‘ September, 


tangib!v affected during this year’s | 


Modern Cinema Rated 


Glasgow, Aug. 7. 

Because of high costs a modern 
cinema is a “bad risk” in the new 
| Scot town of East Kilbride, popu- 
'lation 17,000. Center is likely to 
be cinema-less. 

Sir Patrick Dollan, chairman of 
the town’s development company, 
said no cinema companies in Brit- 
ain were willing to build until 
costs had been cut. That, coupled 
'with fact that half the population 
has tv sets, makes the new town a 
| bad cinema risk, he said. 


Code Chief Shurlock In 
Europe on Censorship 
Junket, Closeup View 


Frankfurt, Aug. 7. 

Geoffrey Shurlock, administrator 
of the MPAA’s Production Code, is 
currently here on his trip through 
Europe studying censorship prob- 
lems encountered by American 
| films. In Wiesbaden, he was per- 
mitted a private showing of the 
‘hour-long series of censored clips 
from foreign films (including 
American) which were cut out of 
recent pictures to be shown in 
West Germany. 

Commenting on the problem of 
censoring American pix in Ger- 











many, France and England, Shur- | 


‘lock said: “Regarding the cuts 
| made here in Germany, I feel the 
censors were a little more gen- 
erous with the films than the film- 
makers are in Hollywood today. 
Several of the brutal scenes in 
gangster pictures were also cut in 
showings in the U.S. 

“Most of the censored clips I saw 
from American films here in Ger- 
many were from films made up to 
five years ago. I feel that the Ger- 
man Censorship Board was justi- 
fied in all the cuts they made, and 
wouldn’t care to defend what they 
eliminated. But the producers in 
America today are reducing vio- 
lence in films, and the censors in 


Eurove have told me that with the | 


films, fewer cuts are re- 
quired. Theatre- goers must find 
some shock value in the films to 
enhance the entertainment. 

feeling that in America, 


new U.S 


the 


is 


trend is to use violence and brutal- | 


itv to give shock value, with the 
high point in a western or gangster 
film usually being a rough hand- 
to-hand fight.” 

Shurlock felt that the European 
producers substitute sex for vio- 
lence to give a pic that necessary 
shock value. He said European 
censors are kinder to sex and love 
scenes than in America, and that 
Europeans are stricter regarding 
violence. 

Few Cuts For Sexy Angle 

“German censors told me that 
they make almost no cuts of Amer- 
ican films for being too sexy,” 
Shurlock _ said. “Of about 200 
dance scenes from American musi- 
cals, only two had to be cut out as 
too suggestive for West German 
audiences—and I agreed with the 
censors on both cuts. American 
producers today are aware of the 


importance of winning the Euro- 
pean market. So we are cutting 
scenes of brutality, as much to win 
European approval. as we are to 
win oKays in the U.S.’ 

“A phase of censorship that we 
must keep in mind for Europe, is 
that it is a rather common prac- 
tice to censor films as ‘for adults 
only,” and not allow in anvone 
under 16. We rarely ban pictures 


for young people in the US. 
1 have found that American-made 
pictures which children per- 
mitted to see in the U.S. have this 
particular ‘for adults only’ restric- 
in Europe This cuts 


ly into the theatre 


Here, 


are 


tion seri- 


-going popu 
a quick stop in Sweden 
week's work studying cen- 

in England, Shurlock 
» fly to New York early 


Vera Lynn Wins BBC Pact 


London, Aug. 14. 

Vera Lynn has been signed up on 
an exclusive two-year contract for 
BBC radio and television which 
will iron out complications arising 
from overlapping commitments 
For the past four years, has 
broadcast a Sunday evening series 
With Radio Luxembourg and has 
just completed another series for 
indie tv. 

Her BBC kickoff under the new 
pact begins with a radio series on 
Aug. 23, followed by a number of 
i BBC-TV shows in October, 


she 


‘Bad Risk’ by Scots 


Gov t Aid Booms Italo Legit 





O’Neill’s ‘Long Journey,’ Williams’ ‘Cat’ Among 
U.S. Plays Set for Production 





4th U.S. Company Set 


To Do Pic in Havana 
Havana, Aug. 7. 


The fourth U.S. film company 
to come to Cuba this year is sched- 
uled to enter production this week. 
Dudley Pictures is set to shoot 
“The Fever Tree,” based on the 
novel, “The Passionate Prisoner,” 
by Janet Green. “Tree” is to be a 
full-length, English-language fea- 
ture. Male lead may be John Cas- 
savetes, with Raymond Burr to 
play a supporting role. 

So far this year, the following 
Hollywood companies have filmed 
in Cuba: WB did “Old Man and 
Sea’; United Artists did “The Big 
Boodle’; and Sam Goldwyn Jr. 
filmed “The Sharkfighters.”” Dud- 
ley Pictures, a Beverly Hills firm, 


wide distribution. 








Jap Film Exports 
Soar 15% Over 5) 


Tokyo, Aug. 7. 
During the first six months this 





The | 


| U. 


Most 


|year, Japan exported a total of 
|602 feature films, 205 newsreels 


| and 33 shorts. In the first two 
| categories the figure for this year 
| represents a 19% and 6% increase 
| respectively over the same period 
|for 1955. 

Income from these exports under 
the flat sales system alone came 
to $603.855, an increase of 38.4% 
over last year’s first six months. 
Figures on percentage deals were 
net available. 

These figures were released last 
week by the Japan Motion Picture 
Federation. Report stated that 85 
foreign films were released in 
Japezn from January through June, 
4.5% less than the corresponding 
period of 1955. Films from the 
S. accounted for 65° of this 
total with 55 films. France was 
second with nine films. 
of the features exported 
by Japan went to Okinawa (270), 
with Hawaii second with 152 im- 
ports. Communist China took 12 
Japanese films during the period. 
In addition to its own product, 
Japan re-exported a total of 305 
foreign-made films to Okinawa, Ko- 
rea and Formosa among other 
places. 

Thirteen of the 
exported during the six months 
were tinters. During all of 1955, 
Japan produced only four tinters. 


Japanese films 


Mason Mulls Producer, 
Acter Roles in London 


14. 


vacation, 


London, Aug. 
for 


actor-turned-pro- 


Here 


James 


primarily a 
Mason, 
ducer, revealed plans for upcoming 


productions he hopes to arrange in 


the capacity of studio producer 
under the 20th-Fox banner. His 
two-year contract permits him to 


produce and/or 
and act in 
{two years 
newal. 


direct one picture 
another every year for 
with an option for re- 


Mason hopes to have on-the-spot 


discussions with 20th-Fox regard- 
ing possible British production of 
“Jane Eyre.” The name part will 
probably be taken by an unknown 
actress since Audrey Hepburn 
would have been first choice but 
she’s being mulled by Paramount 
for “‘House in Mist,” which has an 
identical theme as the Bronte 
novel. Reason he would like to 
undertake production here is 
linked with advantage of authen- 


tic background and sets. The mat- 
ter of filling supporting roles 
caused him to remark “Many 
American voices are intolerable to 
the English public, but they make 


a nicer noise than the mincing 
sound of inadequate English ac- 
cents.” 


He anticipates a starring role in 
Zanuck’s production “Island in the 
Sun” based on Alec Waugh’s book. 
; Shooting begins in October. 


i 


+ 


set up a Cuban subsidiary last year | 
to film features in Cuba for world- | 





Rome, Aug. 7. 
The temporary renewal of gov- 
/ernment aid for the Italian theatre 
has spurred previously lagging 
plans for next legit season, with 
the result than an encouraging 
roster of planned productions and 
tours is currently being built up. 

Of the several planned local 
presentations of Yank works, per- 
haps the most interesting is the 
production of “Long Day’s Journey 
into Night” as announced (presum- 
ably pending final approval by 
Eugene O’Neill’s widow) by the 
Ricci-Magni Company. The O'Neil] 
postumer, whose only production to 
date has been in Stockholm, Swe- 
den, would be acted by an Italian 
company headed by Renzo Ricci 
and Eva Magni. 

“Cat On A Hot Tin Roof,” which 
was to be staged last season but 
never arrived, is again on the 
roster of the Stoppa-Morelli Co. 
| with pic-legit thespers Eleonora 
' Rossi-Drago and Marcello Mastroi- 
| anni billed for the Tennessee Wil- 
liams opus. Two other U. S. plays, 
Michael Gazzo's “Hatful of Rain” 
and Clifford Odets’ “The Big 
| Knife,” are to be presented by the 
Anna Proclemer-Giorgio Albertaz- 
zi Co., which also plans to show 
“The Governess,” by Vitagliano 
Brancati, 

Next season, Eduardo DeFilippo 
plans to stage his new play, “Ex- 
aminations Never End,” as well as 
some revivals while his brother's 
company (Peppino DeFilippo). cur- 
/rently on a South American tour, 
plans a series of Moliere and 








| Plautus, as well as a new play writ- 


ten by Peppino DeFilippo, ‘“Eucli- 
one 1957,” 

Vittorio Gassmann plans to act 
in and direct an “Othello” and in- 
troduce Jean Anouilh’s “Ornifle” 
to the Italian public. He will play 
Othello and Tago on _ alternate 
nights. His company, headed by 
Anna Maria Ferrero, opens at the 
Qurino in Rome in October. A new 
group, topped by Olga Villi and 
Gabriele Ferzetti, will revive Mol- 


nar’s “Liliom’” and_ stage new 
Italian plays. 

A Roussin play, new for Italy, 
will be presented by the Laura 


Adani, Carlo Ninchi-Luigi Cimara 
Co. Among other groups currently 
forming for fall presentations are 


the Andreina Pagnani Co.. with a 
revival of Colette’s ‘Cheri’: the 
DeLullo, Falk-Guarnieri-Valli Co.. 


with an all-Italian program of new 
plays; the Lilla Brignone Co., with 
Strindberg’s “Miss Julie’: Elsa 
Merlini Co, at Rome’s Teatro delle 


Arti; the Tedeschi-Bonucti-Mon- 
dolfo-Barzizza Co.; the Calindri- 
Volonghi-Zoppelli Co. and_ the 
Nino Taranto Co. 

In addition, the Little Theatres 
of Turin, Milan (Sant ’Erasmo), 
Naples (Scarpettina) and _ others 
are already drawing up varied 


plans for a full season, with details 
still to be set. 


BRITISH EXHIB SEES TV 
FILMS PAYING NO TAX 


Manchester, Aug. 7. 
Dennis Walls, local exhibitor, 
has called on all interests-in show 
biz to make a forceful plea to the 


British government on the need 
to cut the entertainment tax. He 
wants the combined aid in this 
fight from the live theatres. foot- 
ball, cricket, boxing, speedways, 
horse racing, greyhound racing, 
amateur drama groups plus the 


Variety Artistes Federation 

Interests affected by the tax and 
tv represent “an enormous latent 
power,” according to Walls. Ex- 
hibs are victims of gross injustice, 
he alleges, because films used for 
tv do not pay a tax or levy, and if 
in Sunday programs do not pay a 
_charity contribution. 

Films on tv were not subject to 
same amount of censorship as when 
shown at cinemas, he says. 

According to Walls, declining at- 
tendance is the main cause of Brit- 
ish exhibs’ worries. Had the level 
remained as it was in 1946 or 1952, 
entertainment duty would now be 
ithe burden it had become. 
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Depend on: 20th 
for the strongest 
product you 
ever played 





IN THE LONG RUN YOU CAN’T BEAT IT! } 


DARRYL F. ZANUCK 


presents Nm DLO) Vi AQ en AUT BRANT) a 
RODGERS & HAMMERSTEIN'S viv RITA MORENO « prodscoa ty CHARLES BRACKETI 
h) ia WALTER LANG . otuy by ERNEST LEHMAN 
RICHARD RODGERS. Book xi, OSCAR HAMMERSTEIN 
ROME ele SRINS ; 


CINEMAScoP 
—) E 


COLOR by DE LUXE 





20th’s MOST DARING ATTRACTION SINCE “THE SNAKE PIT”! 


JAMES MASON - BarBara RUSH 


WALTER MATTHAU 
pv JAMES MASON - dyected by NICHOLAS RAY 
wv by CYRIL HUME ane RICHARD MAIBAUM 


COLOR by DE LUXE 


QIN Vie) = 


MARILYN MONROE 
DON MURRAY 


_ BUDDY ADLER . ©...) JOSHUA LOGAN © 
, GEORGE AXELROD | 


COLOR by DE LUXE 


CiNemaScoPE 


Richard Widmark 


» Felicia Farr “WILLIAM HAWKS 


» DELMER DAVES - sere JAMES EDWARD GRAN] 
DELMER DAVES an: GWEN BAGN GIELGUD 


COLOR by DELUXE 


GN a itieela= 





Pictures like these give your box-office a lift! 
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— | 6 ’ 
— == |‘Satchmo’ Documentary | F . 
. . Edited as Theatrical Pic usement Stock Quotations 
I m eviews United Artists has a deal to re- | ; 
Conttauet teem pane 6 ‘lease “The Saga of Satchmo,” fea- | (N.Y. Stock Exchange ) 
—- 
_ . 7 | ture length production on Louis 
Bandido tle in the ied of entertainment to/ Armstrong’s tour of France and For Week Ending Tuesday (14) 
: : recommend. 
f the shooting . ve : : 
eee The Sequee Srelieition caper} Soe Oe ree sca brake | fen Lee Weekly VolWeekly Weekly Tues. Chan 
”Below-the-border locationing was| vised by George C. Bertholon is|ward R. Murrow-Fred Friendly & ; 198 ai ~g 1 Cae “2 ge 
a wise move on the part of pro-|a poorly-executed melodrama in-| production aegis, five hours of , » n s e a ose or week 
. ivi j kid ing of a young | 3212 2458 Am Br-Par Th 136 31% 3012 31% + 38 
jucer Robert L. Jacks, giving the | volving the kidnapping 4 | foot hot A t ; 7 3 Sy 
cccture any number of strikingly | girl by a psychopathic mama’s boy. | '0°lage was shot on Armstrong’s| 317% 227% CBS “A” ... 349 31% 30 31% +2 
Pe tiful scenes as lensed by| David Dortort’s scripting fails to | goodwill junket and this was cut| 3134 2234 CBS “B” 172 3134-2938 )= 318% 2H 
Ernest Laszlo. In addition to the| develop the suspense and excite-| for presentation on CBS-TV’s “See 2634 1844 Col Pix ..... 30 2242 21% 21% + 1% 
foursome already named, acting as- | ment needed to carry such a plot, / 1, now» 163g 14% Decca..... 102 15 1442 1434 —% 
sists come from Douglas Fowley,| and Frank Tuttle's direction can | A : 4 Grand 10034 7534 Eastman Kdk 67 9834 9634 9734 + % 
in a good bit; Henry Brandon, aide | make very little of the unbeliev- | rmstrong ane randma Moses 41% 314 EMI 67 314 334 334 ie 
to a well-played Mexican officer; | able characters and i. The Shared the spotlight on the hour- 12 814 List Ind 71 814 814 814 ws th 
Rodolfo Acosta and Jose I. TorVay,| cast is similarly han capped. long program which was subtitled,| 251% 187% Loew’s .. 401 21% 1934 211% + % 
two colorful Mexican rebel-rogues. Natalie Wood is the teenager | unig American Originals.” Some | 914 71% Nat. Thea 214 81% 1% 814 + 4 
Other native players react well,| who's kidnapped by peeping-tom | RE : re : 3642 30% Paramount 262 32°% 31% 3258 —%M% 
too. Max Steiner’s background | Raymond Burr after the latter additional new material, including 3614 2016 Phil .° 194 2114 201 2054 ee 
score inject a Latin flavor and), nocks out her fiance, Richard An- | an introduction may be lensed for 5036 4114 sca tenes ‘ 188 cone ots rh 8 
there’s a snatch of a title tune) gercon. in a lover’s lane incident. the theatrical feature. 18 ‘& tn eeee 8 4 Ye 
heard here and there Brog. |She’s the daughter of Edmond 8% 6°4 Republic 110 72 658 7% +11% 
, ¢ < ‘ y | ~ f os : . Rui 
| O’Brien, too-stern father, but first- — 15% 1234 Rep. pfd ... 1 lo 13 13 : 
‘class police captain, and the| Wh A St 9 1734 15 Stanley War. 39 1618 1538 1542 — % 
Showdown At Abilene  §o\005 of law and order are turned | ere are ars‘ 2814 2214 Storer ...... 35 21% = 27% 27% — 
(COLOR) ‘loose under the direction of an- nei tents’ aisle a 294 21% 20th-Fox 91 2558 2434 247% _—_ 
— other police officer, Brian egy td —", pag — a av 0 a 4 2514 25 sv as %&% 
y ‘ ' he kidnapper before |eted an unknown to nati ] " Y . Univ., p *140 7612 7512 rz — 
, » well-played west- to run down t I Kno onal ac é 2 7 
= uae, — /he ean harm the girl. : They catch claim is missing. Despite opin- 2634 18‘ Warner Bros. 82 2774 2714 2758 a= % 
. jup with er = von en . IN {ions to the contrary and in spite; 141% 101 Zenith ..... 23. «11012 10642 10612 —2 
‘an abandoned brick yard and afew of changing industry conditions , 
Hollywood, Aug. 54. blows to the chin reduces the kid- the major studios are s‘ill exerting American Stock Exchange 
Uelcereet cere ilnes. Mania jnapper to a blubbering hulk, cry- efforts to build boxoffice giants. 61g 35g Allied Artists 25 45% 434 4343 —% 
iver, Lyle Bettger: features David Jane ing pitifully for his mama. | Sukie o-deet trem the tates 1314 934 Alld Art., pfd 1 1014 1014 1014 ea 
sen, Grant Williams, Ted de Corsia, Harry . . ’ . ’ 7 : ada , S- pay ey o i ‘ ; 
Harvey Sr. Directed by Charles Haas Seen as O'Brien's — = irene try’s glamor heyday when romantic 24% 1% C & C Super 416 1'% 1% 13g — 
Sevoonginy. Berne Tiler: eer, ee | aeeeey — +g “— teams flourished—Janet Gaynor| 10 534 Du Mont 33 612 61% 642 + % 
Upson Young; camera, Irving Glassberg: | nlays is old-mai sister. ar : : yin ‘ j : 7 wee, i, v3 } 
editor, Ray Snyder; ae Vaeowle appears as Burr’s mother. and Charles Farrell, Ginger Rog- 312 234 Guild Films 95 358 32 358 _—— 
geseph Gorshensen. Srevewes Aug. %: airly bright t i ther-|ers and Fred Astaire, Jeanette 538 | 3 Nat'l Telefilm 59 5 434 478 —M% 
*56. Running time, 80 MINS. | One fairly bright spot in an o MacDonald d Nel Edd 534 234 Skiatro 63 + 334 354 I 
Jim Trask .....-scccecese Jock Mahoney | wise dull show is the jail house “acVonalad and Nelson y, as 4 4 on 38 "8 8 + % 
Peggy Bigelow .......+.-. Martha Hyer | ceene involving the booking of four examples—Warner Bros. is at- 134% 9% 8 Technicolor . 224 10 - 958 10 + % 
i  ~ Giabaaaabbente paiG peuteer "Tina Carver, a lady of easy virtue. |tempting to build a modern love| 4 3 Trans-Lux .. 3 334 3% 34 —% 
Chip Tomlin 2222220002: Grant Williams | Photography by John Seitz and the duo. Selected for the honor are Oo he-C tor S iti 
oe Saeemes soeesees Harn Hoeven Se | other technical credits are stand- two young  players—18-year-old ver-the-Lounter Securities 
SS IRCIOW . wc ceccves « a « } . . Te ° - - A 
Jack Bedford ::...... Dayton Lummis | ard. a W ood and 25-year-old Tab Bid Ask 
BAIRO ces chs avunsos Richard H. Cutting unter—whose main appe s 24 
Sprague ececce Robert G. Anderson | | be to the “ ‘ wong A al ha Ampex eeeecee LSU ORCE ERED GO ESS 289s 37 S 39% —%\% 
WYO HOOVES oc ccvccesees John Maxwell | The Amazon Trader | been 0 4 eenage aualence, Chesapeake Industries cocceccocccccecese 2% 3 — 
OD as on enh eeanes ae ee (COLOR) | WB has teamed the young play-| Cinerama Ine. soecocereeeccoocsess 346 1% — 
—_—_—_. ers in two pictures—‘Burning Cinerama Prod. 04690 06s%08000068000™> OPE 41% -—- 
A standard western plot under-.| pees | Hills”’—and “Girl He Left Behind” DuMont Broadcasting ............¢e.00+- 7 734 — 
goes a_ good polishing job in| Documentary-type featurette, |—and if the resul’s prove success- Magna Theatres ........ oie Fae ee 214 3 ua. 3% 
“Showdown at Abilene,” making enacting tales of the Amazon. ful, it hopes to star the pair in Official Films ........ Bee ea a oes ; 134 21% —_ 
it an interesting actioner. \ la @X- Well done. Replacement for additional films. As part of the Polaroid __........... ee 8514 8814 -< % 
cellent playing, sound direction regular iowercase features. buildup, the film company is send- ee 73% ea 
eS ie en ee re See ee ing Miss Wood and Hunter out on| Walt Disney. .........scccscceccesee 47 51 sa” 
ee Se rae ee of as} Hollywood, Aug. 14. | tour together for joint interviews | — 
- toed at w hich it is aimed mn Warner Bros. release of Cedric Francis | and bally activities. WB has even | * Actual Volume. 
“8 <i f _— » “oduct n. Stars Jchn Sutton: features y » oO he extent of billing the | 4 - 
Jock Mahoney, former sheriff of hen oy Fesnaniia, Zygmunt Sulistrowski woe : ar é ie Ae - Sr (Quvtations furnished by Dreyfus & Co.) 
Abilene returns from the Civil | Anthony Ryan, Guido Wolff. Janet Atbu- |; young perfor mers as ‘‘the grea‘est 
W: gg | , d ith a troubled | aueraue: Yves Manciet, Maitland Stewart, | love team since Janet Gaynor and+ ————— a 
ar gunshy ana with a trou 1€Q | pherenzena Prates da Costa, Padre Ago- Charles Farrell.” . e 
conscience to find an old friend has stinho Liebst. Directed by Tom McGowan a we ' is ” 
won his girl and is taking over the Written by Owen Crump; camera (War- The policy appears to fit in with | a ior as ire p 
ner r, Anthony J. Ryan, Maitland : ie nl | 
range from the farmers. On that glee pg egg rod FA pg "How- | the desires of some exhibitors who | 
plot from the Clarence Unson | ard ae, Aug. 8, ’56. Run- have called for the development of Continued from page 2 
x story *rne Giler builds a | "ns time. , star performers who appeal to the] _. ; ' ‘ ‘a 
feunen peer dd pe eben ng Mcgee ad The Amazon Trader ..... John Sutton on ecagee aa sagen solls | Gina and Marilyn can now breathe | has another angle: ‘“‘Who cares 
hein a S | yous = Bs NCI” | wy-Wife Maria Fernanda | Younger rade, ra-e¢ most } 5 | treely. about being copied? You can't 
pals Mahoney, Martha Hyer and) Fairing ........... Zygmunt Sulistrowski | as the most frequent ticket buy- | 1 tk keep fashions on ice. To be copied 
Lvle Bettger to enact AMIOP | BAMIOTEF 2. ccccvecsecs Anthony Ryan re WB's fort will be looked There are several themes: Ke as ce. 
* Spee ae pa se Kennel Fat Man ....seeeeeee. Guido Wolff | €TS. ‘es ; a a | is the best kind of flattery. I want 
Charles Haas’ firstrate direction. | wite “0..2/1221221. Janet Albuquerque | upon with more than passing inter-| The Magnet: Dior's silhouette is| 1 dresses out in the street as 
ha A ga Be — Bg: se oe tee oe ee Maitland Stewart |est by the trade. Company’s deci-| the triple magnet (three horse- | soon as possible!” ¥ 
re, Mahoney an Ae gear: Rw Mrs. Dollson — sion re Miss Wood and Hunter is| shoes): head, torso and hips—each | ° = : 
tally killed Bettger’s young broth: | Missionary ..7"*" mane Agestinn Genet | based on the reception each re-|tapering at the bottom. High = Se 
: tigers Vy , - sioné ‘ adr cost 4 st . . cae il 7. | 
“ve a ~ sige “i phy a pw — ss ceived recently in personal appear-|round hats, closely fitted around | 5 
hand and rewind ta girl all to the v B 1 ances in connection with pre-|the ears, emphasized bosoms fad- Yanks Looksee 
: ase ee eee farner ros. launcneS a Ne€W | mijerec -ece j , WB; : P a seat re eer 
tune of an actionful pace that : | SHEESS. In a recent outing 1 into a narrow belted waistline | a Oe - 
moves along but still finds the Series of featurettes of approxi- publicists had to barricade and res-| “hipped” skirts with unpressed |=—_ Continued from page 2 == 
time to make things believable mately 42 minutes for bookings as cue pity from a swarming mob | folds rounding out the hipline like | day each in Florence, Venice, 
Cast in the good Howard Chris- | a replacement for the usual lower- | Of adoring teenagers. a Dutch boy’s costume. The aM-| Rome. Two days in Madrid and 
; : : i | letee ii lif ant thick ; Oo days in Madrid and 
tie production is an a ae case feature. In the instance of . ol Bec Peg ans ry Proce el the | two in London. They'll be back on 
here, giving tk guuaciee "’ bit “The Amazon Trader,” the novelty H Ri { pens minced er now fuller, |*#€ farm in two weeks—having 
’ i g ‘ ac € ; is : - As ; = - 2 hs », ila . -_ P Th , 
more than just the usual strong is such that viewers will find it an ear id softer and feminized. bawy = ante Gee 2 oe 
oo ong i oF ong ph tol interesting account of several tales ————= (Continued from page 1 =» Capes: Long, medium, short, Atlantie City al 
eee tax ne) See | mative te thet jungle fogion. It's 2 : : hooded furlined, they are featured ; pda’ 
the level into which most sage- ‘6 formed (Domino is a Negro), danc- a - | The travel boys and the tour 
i ; ae . se ,. good, and different, supporter for fii oe everywhere especially at Lanvin, | Pre id id thoes 
brush femmes fall. Bettger is a ' bill ing privilege was accorded only to | the only collection Grace of | 2gents snap, “What’s wrong with 
ater » eet s ‘Ag or 9 S “ . P z | 5 z 
topnotch heavy, underplaying it regular dual bills. Negroes; whites were admitted to | Monaco saw before returning to | hopping around, seeing many 
for additional menace. Among the, Four such tales are strung to-| sessions but could only listen and her palace last week. Countess de| Places? It brings more tourists 
others who help go Raomaricon gether in this Cedric Francis pro-| watch. Dancing. for them, at this Polignac, Lanvin’s daughter. is now | 9Ver, doesn’t it?” 
cent” Wiltines ng beaeaetee duction under Tom McGowan’s di- | type of session was verbaten. her cousin by marriage and capes | “Sure,” say the hotelmen, ‘But 
va lg Z. y sieael mir . ae -— as . . ° . . “o™? . ? ’ . : “ince ace a an 1 
young male actors; Ted de Corsia rection, with John oaeee, = hers The promoters of the session | may prove useful to Grace in the it brings less cash to each of us 
and Harry Harvey Sr title oo oS the nar — while | said the change in policy came be- |! fyture. individually. We need more rooms 
Techn} - eal , val assortec layers, mostly NON-pro | pnaycea , - then ea sal | : : : 7 . . Sieg ¢ err a 
fechnicolor lensing by Irving aia ets ihn tien eames cau € of =the four ‘to-¢ ne pl Russian Infiltration: The French at the a, of ge os mya a ot 
Glassberg achieves some smart pic- script. Locales are authentic, with whites in atten ‘ance. Shortly | couture may not affect the taste of | commodate more clients. ut a 
torial values, while editing, back- the WarnerColor lensing by An-| ‘ter announcement of the change | Russian women, but B. & K. have | 2dding-up time we have less left. 
i musie and other — 1S thony J. Ryan and Maitland Stew- | i” hoofing privileges, o nha | obviously influenced the French | Constant turnover is a problem; it 
£ood. sTOg. art being responsible for many swept the hall iat, SeeteeE s wou ( | couture: fur collars up to the ears, | means more work, more help, more 
—_ vivid scenes of jungle life. water- | De mane, A boxoffice worker at- | fur Cossack hats right out of the bookkeeping—and less profit. 
ways, even some half-nude natives tempted to make refunds, but The restaurants, too, are beefing 


A Cry In the Night 





of both sexes. 
Poorly Fy ll i" First tale finds Zgymunt Suli- 
corey - Gene Mmener sew strowski, medical student, getting 


young girl kidnapped by psy- 
chopath; familiar names _ to 
offset, production mediocrity. 


himself lost in the jungle and then 
being rescued and miraculously 
cured of fever by native witch doc- 
tors. The second, the trek of An- 
thony Ryan and Maria Fernanda 


Hollywood, Aug. 14 


Warner Bros. release of George C. | into the jungle in search of a mys- 
Bertholon (Jaguar) production. Stars E1- | terious tribe, never gets anywhere 
mond O’Brien, Brian Donlevy, Natalie b . ; ay arls 
Wood; features Raymond Burr. Richard } be cause the couple is forced back 
Anderson, Irene Hervey, Carol Veazie.| before ending the search. Third 
aig by Frank Tuttle Screenp!*y. | has Maitland Stewart and The- 
Javid Dortort; based on a novel by Whit iia > aati 
Masterson; camera, John Seitz: editor, | rezena Prates da Costa playing a 


Folmar Blanested; music, David Buttolph. | Man and wife, he a naturalist and 





| 8 cr July 31, °56. Running time, | she a game hunter. Sequence in 
Gealens ...4.... Siant Oe to hich she saves a native boy from 
SEE <524¢aset00duueadtne Brian Ddéhlevy |the deadly Piranha has its excite- 
OME. ss: seeViaswed Natalie Wood | ment. Fourth tells the most story, 
eee ++: neues BE ee en Mn i dealing with Yves Manciet, a thief 
ete... od. ck wink ‘..... Irene Hervey | and murderer escaped from Devil's 
Mrs. MUON SiekiccsaG50555 a Carol Veazie | Island who doublecrosses the In- 
Chaves 020 aMaRgametence | dians who take him in and has his 
SE 2 hansdadndsscans George J. Lewis head shrunk for the dirty work. 

ay. OT eee — ae | Footage was shot entirely in the 
WemwOR oc ccarctcndbiscacees Herb Vigran| South American Amazon region, 


a | with Sulistrowski handling the pro- 
It will have to be the familiar | duction supervision in that coun- 
Cast names that carry “A Cry in| try. Editing by Leo Shreve and the 


the Night” through its program-| music by Howard Jackson are 
mer playdates because there’s lit- | okay. Brog. 


when several persons began kick- 
ing at the door she and the ticket 
takers in the booth, along with the 
musicians, retreated to a locked 
room. 


Meanwhile an unidentified man 


steppes, Catherine the Great capes, | 


coats and dresses trimmed, lined, 


| edged with fur and named Vodka, 


said the session was resuming and | 


urged the teenagers to return in- 
side. They started to do so but 
were swiftly hustled through the 


An officer told 
“Elvis Presley is 


exit by policemen. 
the youngsters, 


| across the street—run over and see | 


| him.” He wasn’t. 


Domino told police he could not 
play if Negroes were not allowed 
j}to remain and dance. He was 
|quoted as saying his reputation 
| would be hurt if he followed any 
| other policy. Police said they had 
no other choice but to stop the 
| dance under the tense situation. 


| 


| Most of the resentment of the 
| crowd seemed aimed at police offi- 
cers and the promoters. Several 
witnesses said there seemed to be 
little interracial tension. A dozen 
youths were arrested for cursing 
and threatening the police officers. 





Bortsch, Troika Large multi- 
colored stones and strange makeup 
reminiscent of the Diaghilev Bal- 
lets 

“My Fair Lady” Influence: Flow- 
ing chiffons; slinky, draped gowns; 
feathers, egrets; trailing furs; 
mauves, greens, peach _ colors; 
black and white the mysteri- 
ous “Femme Fatale” Look of Paul 
Poiret—the Dior of 1912. 


The piracy of pix and sketches is 
still a hot topic. The London 
Daily Express has caused a crisis. 
Not invited to the shows, the Ex- 
press bootlegged_ stories and 
sketches, published them before 
the release date and is being sued 
by the Paris Designers Union (al- 
ready engaged in a legal battle 
with a N. Y. sketch service). A de- 
signer supported the Express and 
resigned from the Union. Givenchy 
and Balenciaga, persisting in their 
last season’s sulk, solved the prob- 
lem by again shutting off the press 
for one month, But Coco Chanel 


|—-for the 
| and lassies who are interested in a 





same reasons. The lads 
quick look and scram haven’t time 
to relax and eat in style, as the 
oldtime tourists used to do. At 
least that’s what they claim. 

As for the manufacturers of sou- 
venirs and _ trinkets—they are 
happy. You can buy the same junk 
jewelry and gadgets in the shops 
and booths of Long Beach, Calif. 
or Santa Margharita, Italy. And 
now both places are selling more 
of it. 

The Hotelmen’s Association in 
Paris says that Paris hotels today 
have a 70% annual occupancy. 
London is closer to 80%. In both 
cities there is constant talk about 
the need of more large hotels— 
but in both cities, the hotelmen 
say that if run-as-you-pay tourism 
continues at its present pace, they 
can’t possibly build, they'll be go- 
ing bankrupt too soon. Or raising 
their rates. And an American 1n 
Paris, listening in, sneered, “Raise 
the rates in Paris even more? How 
is that possible?” 
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i | \.° EYE-WITNESS REPORT FROM THE M-G-M AD MAN!<". 


(#OT!} “HIGH SOCIETY”! 


I was there when the World Premiere engagement of 
Sol C. Siegel’s production starring Bing Crosby, Grace 
Kelly, Frank Sinatra and Louis “Satchmo” Armstrong, 
started the nationwide box-office fireworks now blazing 
across the nation. At press time, biggest first 4 days of 
all time at Music Hall, N. Y. Every new opening sensa- 
tional! Every continued engagement a wow! 


WoT!} "TEA AND SYMPATHY"! 


I was there in Projection Room “A” for the special 
public-relations screening that confirmed trade forecasts 
of a box-office blockbuster. The stage hit, with its original 
stars Deborah Kerr and John Kerr, is now a mighty 
screen attraction. Big campaign in magazines, news- 
papers, radio, TV—the works! 


(HOT. (OT? “RAINTREE COUNTY”! 


I was there on Stage 16 when they showed seven amazing 
reels of this great production starring Montgomery Clift, 
Elizabeth Taylor and’ Eva Marie Saint. Filmed in 
M-G-M’s new and revolutionary Camera 65 process, 
with the top budget in the studio’s domestic production 
history, it will rank among the most important films in 
screen annals. The scope of the book’s Civil War back- 


ground endows it with the nostalgic bigness of ‘“‘Gone 
With The Wind.” 


SHOT pT “THE OPPOSITE SEX"! 


me Gay 


I was there at the Picwood Theatre when this star- 
studded entertainment rocked a packed and enthusiastic 
house at a sneak preview. From the first man-trap to 
the last hair-pull they roared at this “low-down on 
dames — with music.”” The dames: June Ailyson, Joan 
Collins, Dolores Gray, Ann Sheridan, Ann -Miller. The 
guys: Leslie Nielsen, Jeff Richards. It’s a top money 
show. 


“THE POWER AND 
THE PRIZE”! 


I was there at the Encino Theatre when this exciting 
picture launched the first really great new box-office 
name, Elisabeth Mueller. A Continental star, beautiful, 
exciting, she is destined to join the Garbos and Bergmans 


FROM sworn 


- — el ee ea ae ee ee —_— nee aren —_— ill we _— 





in the screen Hall of Fame. Co-starred with Robert 
Taylor, Burl Ives, Charles Coburn, Sir Cedric Hardwicke, 
Mary Astor and Nicola Michaels. 


oT?) “JULIE”! 


I was there in Projection Room 1 for the first breath- 
taking Studio showing of this Arwin Production which 
takes its place among the industry’s triumphs of SUS- 
PENSE! Doris Day, Louis Jourdan, Barry Sullivan and 
Frank Lovejoy keep you in a state of delirious tension 
from Main Title to the nail-biting End as Julie flees from 
a honeymoon of terror. 


{WOT!} “THE WINGS OF EAGLES”! 


I was there to see a future Big One take off into produc- 
tion starring John Wayne in a box-office-perfect role, 
with John Ford directing a sure-fire and spectacular 
story. 


(HOT! “DESIGNING WOMAN’! 


I was there to hear the magnitude of this big-time show 
as it was being readied for production with Gregory 
Peck and Lauren Bacall starring. It will be made here 
and abroad, with no holds and no expenses barred. 


{W0T!} “SOMETHING OF VALUE"! 


I was there to see the first pulsating footage flown in 
from East Africa where Rock Hudson, Dana Wynter 
and Wendy Hiller are starring in this King-size picturiza- 
tion of the explosive best-seller. 


vis 


{#OT!} PRODUCTION IN HIGH! 


I was there to see the blue-print of accelerated activity 
spring to life, following the Studio announcement of 
twelve M-G-M pictures, an average of three a month, 
scheduled for production during a period of sixteen 
weeks. 


* 


M-G-M! HOTTEST STUDIO 
IN STUDIOLAND! 
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Hollywood Production Pulse 


“THE SLEEPING PRINCE” 
(Lop Productions) 
(Shooting in London) 


Prod.-Dir.—Laurence Olivier 
Marilyn Monroe, Laurence 

Dame Sybil Thorndyke 
(Started Aug. 4 


Olivier, | 








ALLIED ARTISTS 


Starts, This Year........ 17 
This Date, Last Year......17 








“HUNCHBACK OF PARIS” 
(Shooting in Paris) 
Prods.—Robert and Raymond Hakim 
Dir.—Jean Delannoy 
Gina Lollobrigida, Anthony Quinn, Jean 
Danet, Philipe Clay, Pieral, Danielle 
Dumont 
(Started April 17) 
“JEANNIE” 
(Shooting in London) 
Prod.-—Marcel Hellman 
Dir.—Henry Levin 
Vera Ellen, Tony Martin, Robert Flem- 
ing, Zena Marshall 
(Started June 25) 


COLUMBIA 


Starts, This Year ... 
This Date, Last Year......20 











“FIRE DOWN BELOW” 
(Warwick Productions) 


(Shooting in London) 

Exec Prods.—Irving Alien, A. R. Broe- 
coli 

Prod.——Ronald Kinnoch 

Dir.—Robert Parish 

Rita Hayworth. Robert Mitchum, Jack 
Lemmon. Edric Connar, Bonar Col- | 
leano, Joan Miller, Herbert Lom, 
Peter Illing. 

(Started May 14) 


“END AS A MAN” 
(Horizon-American Production) 
(Shooting in Florida) 
Prod.—Sam Spiegel 
Dir.—Jack -Garfein 
Ben Gazzara, James Olsen, George Pep- 
pard, Arthur Storch, Pat Hingle, 
Paul Richards, Geoffrey Horne, Larry 
Gates, Clifton James. 
(Started July 2) 
“SEVEN WAVES AWAY” 
(Copa Productions) 
«hooting in London) 





REPUBLIC 


Starts, This Year......... 5 
This Date, Last Year......12 








“AFFAIR IN RENO” 
Assoc. Prod.—Sidney Pic 
Dir.—R. G. Springsteen 
(Started Aug. 6) 


ker 





RKO 


Starts, This Year.........10 
This Date, Last Year......11 





Prod.—Sam Wiesentnal 

Dir.—Allen Reisner 

Glynis Johns, 
Thompson, Patty 
Hale, Hope Emerson, 


landa White, Terry 
(Started July 2) 


“BRAVE TOMORROW” 
(Galahad Production) 
(Shooting in New York) 
Prod.—-Hiram Brown 
Dir.—John Newland 
John Beal, 
sroderick, Dennis K 
mary Murphy 
(Started July 9 


“| MARRIED A WOMAN” 
Prod.—William Bloom 
Dir.—Hal Kanter 
George Gobel, 

Menjou, Nita 
Landis 
(Started July 16) 


Diana 
Talbot, 


Augusta Dabney, 


Lunsford, Shepperd St 


Cameron Mitchell, 
McCormack, Alan 


“DAY THEY GAVE BABIES AWAY” 


Rex 


Ellen Corby, 


M 
obler, 


rudwick, Rose- 
Dors. Adolphe | 
Jessie Royce 


Stephen Wooten, Butch Bernard, Eu- 
Ann Ross 


alsom 


Beverly 





Starts, This Year 





20th CENTURY-FOX 


This Date, Last Year......13 














Exec. Prod.—-Ted Richmond “ 1A” 
Prod.—John R. Sloan pet ne ol London) 
Dir.—Richard Sale P a. “Bi idy . Adler 
Tyrone Power, Mai Zetterling, Lloyd spall cert Litvak 
Nolan, James Hayter, Stephen Boyd, ee 1 ‘Be oe “us Brennee 
Moultrie Kelsall, Noel Willman, Clare . = a gy a eA og Natalie 
Austin, David Langton, Clive Morton, — — = _ 
, hael, Aus Trevor 
PR a ayy Austin Trevor ‘Started June 6) 
“TOWN ON TRIAL” Pca ell 
(Marksman Films) ( looting in ae oe 
(Shooting in London) Prod pee Bn cm 
Exec. Prod laxwell Setton Dit Fae Ona Coll 
Prod William Weedon Richard Bu COR. SORE SA nae 
Dir John Guillerman (Started June 30) 
John Mills, Charles Coburn, Ella Raines | “HEAVEN KNOWS MR. ALLISON” 
(Started Aug. &) Prods Buddy Adler, Eugen Frei 
iain Dir John Huston 
Deborah Keri Robert Mitchum 
T q ‘ TQ ( i ( ug ) 
WALT DISNEY started Aus. 
‘THREE BRAVE MEN” 
Starts, This Year } || Prod.—Herbert B. Swope Jr. 
iA alt ° é Dit Philip Dunne 
This Date, Last Year ....... ] | (Started Aug. 15) 
y T a A! ‘ 
ED UNIVERSAL 
METRO 
P This Y 16 Starts, This Year......... 
tarts, otic che This Date, Last Year...... 
This Date, Last Year......14 











“RAINTREE COUNTY” 
(Shooting in Kentucky) 
Prod.—David Lewis 
Dit Edward Dmtryk 
Montgomery Clift, Elizabeth Taylor, 
Eva Marie Saint, Tom Drake, Nigel 
Patrick, Lee Marvin, Rod Taylor 
Agnes Moorehead, Walter Abel, 
Jarma Lewis, Myrna Hansen 
(Started April %) 


“THE LITTLE HUT” 

«Shooting in Rome) 
Prod F. Hugh Herbert 

Dir Mark Robson 
Ava Gardner, Stewart 
Niven 
(Started 


Grange! 
July 4 


“SOMETHING OF VALUE” 
(Shooting in Africa) 
Prod Pandro S. Berman 
Dir Richard Brooks 
Rock Hudson Dana 

Hiller, Sidney Poitier, 
dez 
(Started 


Wynter 
Juano Hernan 


18) 


July 
“THE WINGS OF THE EAGLES” 
Prod Charles Schnee 
Dir John Ford 
John Wavne, 
O’ Hari John 


(‘Started 


Dan Dailey, Maureen 

rodd 

July 30) 

“SLANDER” 
Prod Armand 
> Rov Re 


Inson 


Deutsch 
»wland 


Ann Blyth, Steve Coch 





PARAMOUNT 
Starts, This Year.. 
This Date, Last Year 


*eeee 





“THE RAINMAKER” 
Prod Hal Wallis 
Dir Josep) Ant 

rt Lancaster 

Wendell Corey, 

Holliman, 


(Started 


Bi Hepbu 


Ear) 


Katharine n 
Llovd Brids 
Cameron Prudhomme 


June 18) 


“THE JIM PIERSALL STORY” 

Prod.—Alan Pakula 

Dir.—Robert Mulligan 

Anthony Perkins, Karl Malden, 
Moore, Perry Wilson, Adam 
liams, Peter Votrian, Brian 
Bart Burns 

(Started July 10) 


“BEAU JAMES” 
Prod.—Jack Rose 
Dir.—Melville Shavelson 
Bob Hope, Paul Douglas, George Jgs- 
sel, Vern Miles, Alexis Smith, Darren 
McGavin, Walter Catlett, Joe Mantell 


«(Started July 23) 


“FLAMENCA” 
«(Shooting in Spain) 
Prod.—Bruce Odlum 
Dir.—Donald Siegel 
Carmen Sevilla, Richard Kiley 
(Started July 26) 


es 


Norma 


David | 


Wendy | 


Wil- | 
Hutton, | 


Helen 


Scha 


ke 


21 
19 





| “INTERLUDE” 
Shooting in Munich) 


Douglas Sirk 


June Allyson, Rossano Bra7zi, Marianne 
Cook, Keith Andres, Jane W vatt. 
Frances Bergen, Francoise Rosay 

(Started June 18) 


} 
| 
Prod Ross Hunter 
Dir 
| 


| “JOE BUTTERFLY” 
(Shooting in-Japan) 


Prod.—Aaron Rosenberg 
Dir.—Jesse Hibbs 
Audie Murphy, George 


Meredith 
Graw John Agar, 
Fred Clark, Keiko 
Anderson, Frank Chas 
(Started July 9) 


| “CRAZY LOVE” 
| 
} 


E 


Prod Edmund Chevie 
Dir Bartlett 
Sal Mineo, Saxon, 
Fay Wray 
Edward Platt. April K 
Wilder 
Krame! Shelly 
Jy 
July 


Richard 
John 


| ney, John 

Glen 
Reed 
| 
| 
| 


(Started 16) 


Keenan Wynn, 


Tsushim 


Rod McKuen 


Douglas 


ler 


Nac 


ddie | 


e 


Luana I 
Sue { 


ent. Bob 


Fi 


bres, 


Fo 


Burgess 
Charles Mec 
ire 
Herbert 


stone, 


atten 
,eorgze, 


Court 
le. 


Alan 


“THE EYES OF FATHER TOMASINO” 


Arthur 
Pevney 


Prod 
Dir 
| Tony 
land 
Brunetti, 
| ley 
(Started 


“THE DEADLY MANTIS” 
| Prod William Alland 
Dir Nathan Juran 
Craig Steven Alix 
Hoppe Donald Ran 

way 
(Started J 


Robert 
Joseph 
Curtis, 

Jay ( 
Ted 


Flip; 
de Cor 


July 16) 


) 
26 


uly 


“THE TATTERED DRESS 
Prod Albert Zugsmith 
Dit lack Arnold 
Jeft Chandler, Jeanne 

Elaine Stewi 


Reed 


( 
rt 


George 


son 

Philip 

Platt 
(Started Aus 13) 
NIGHT RUNNER” 
Prod Albert J. Cohen 
Dit Abner Biberman 
| Ray Danton, Colleen Mi 
| (‘Started Aug. 16 


Marisa Pavan, 


en 


Sla, 


Pe 


‘ 


rain, J; 
Gail 


Tobias, |} 


ller 


Gilbe 
Arger 
gey 


rt Ro- 
tina 
Mal 


k Car 


Russell 


award 





WARNER BROS. 
Starts, This Year... 
This Date, Last Year......16 


7 





Prod.—Leland Hayward 

Dir.—Fred Zinnermann 

Spencer Tracy 

(Started April 4) 
“BUFFALO GRASS” 
(Jaguar Productions) 


Dir.—Gordon Douglas 
Alan Ladd, Virgima 
O’Brien, Les Johnson, 
Julie Bishop, Tony 
Castle, Les Johnson 
(Started June 25) 





“THE OLD MAN AND THE SEA“ 


Assoc. Prod.—George Bertholon 


Mayo, 


Edmond 


John Qualen, 


Caruso, 


Don 


INDEPENDENT 











| $7,000 





“THE PRIDE AND THE PASSION” 
(Stanley Kramer Productions) 
(For UA Release) 
(Shooting in Spain) 
Prodd.-Dir.—Stanley Kramer 
Cary Grant, Frank Sinatra, Sophia Lo- 
ren 
(Started April 23) 
“MEN IN WAR” ~* 
(Security Productions) 
(For UA Release) 
Prod.—Sidney Harmon 
Dir.—Anthony Mann 
Robert Ryan, Aldo Ray, Robert Keith, 
James Edwards, Nehemiah Persoff, 
Vie Morrow, Phil Pine 
(Started July 9) 
“THE UNDEAD” 
(Roger Corman Productions) 
(For American-International 
Prod.-Dir.—Roger Corman 
Pamela Duncan, Allison Hayes, Richard 
Garland, Bruno VeSota. Nel Welles, 
Aaron Saxon, Dorothy Neumann, Val 
Du For 
(Started July 26) 


Release) 


| “RUNAWAY DAUGHTERS” 
| (Golden State Productions) 


(American-International Release) 

Exec. Prod.—Samuel Z. Arkoff 

Prod.—Alex Gordon 

Dir.—Edward L. Cahn 

Marla English, Anna Sten, John Litel, 
Mary Ellen Kaye, Gloria Castillo, 
Lance Fuller, Adele Jergens, Jay Ad- 
ler, Betty Blythe, Steven Terrell, 
Frank J. Gorshin, Nicky Blair. 
Maureen Cassidy, Anne O’Neal, Reed 
Howes, Buddy Mason, George Dock- 
stader, Eddie Baker, Syd Sailor, Snub 

















Picture Grosses "| 


a“ Fie And Beautiful” 
ee (Indie) (m.o.). Hep $3,000. Last 
(Continued from page 13) | week, “Last Days” (Indie), $2,500. 
was good $15,000 after $19,000 for| St. Louis (St. L. Amus.) (4,000; 
second week. | 51-75) “Proud And Profane’ 

Normandie (Trans-Lux) (592; 95-|(Par). Tall $17,000. Last week, 
$1.80)—“Story of Pasteur” (Indie) |‘“‘King And I” (20th) (4th wk), 
(reissue). Opened yesterday (Tues.). | $15,000. 


In ahead, “Phantom Horse” (Indie) 
KANSAS CITY 


(3d wk), dipped to mild $3,500. 
(Continued from page 13) 


Second week was $6,500. 
Palace (RKO) (1,700; 50-$1.60)— |which are nabes, ordinarily play- 
ing subsequent run. 


“Proud Ones” (20th) plus vaude- 











BROADWAY 











ville. Week ending tomorrow | . bee Dis 1 

(Thurs.) looks to hit big $19,000. pg Fg pe (504; 15-$1)— 

Last week, “I’ve Lived Before” (U) | an Who Loved Redheads” (In- 
die) (3d wk). Steady $1,500. Last 


and vaude, $19,500, way over ex- | ~ J 
| week, same. 


| Midland (Loew) (3,500; 75-$1)— 
|“High Society” (M-G). Moves 
house to solo policy and reaping 
great harvest at $19.000 or over: 
i hoids. Last week, “Earth Vs. Fly- 
| ing Saucers” (Col) and “Werewolf” 
| (Col), $11,000. 

Missouri (SW) (1,194: $1.20-$2)— 


pectancy. 

Paramount (ABC-Par) (3,664; 
$1-$2) — “Johnny Concho” (UA) 
with Frank Sinatra heading stage- 
show which includes Tommy and 
Jimmy Dorsey orch, Joey Bishop. 
Opens today (Wed.). Last week, 
“Earth Vs. Flying Saucers” (Col) 


anaine — $25,000 after $36,000 | «pis Is Cinerama” (Indie) ‘9th 
Paris (Pathe Cinema) (568; 90- sip 00 $18,000. Last week, 

$1.80)—“The Doctors” (King) (2d st dla 

wk). Week ending Sunday (12) was | “a eae d a — 

fair $8,000. Last week, ‘‘Proud and $10.000: aan dae oo 7 ay 

Beautiful”. (Indie) (10th wk),| oie yays, ast week. “Moby 

| $5,700 * | Dic k” (WB) (3d wk), $7,000. 
Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- | Roxy (Durwood) (879; 75-$1)— 


| fellers) 
| Society” 
Soaring to colossal $200,000, new 


'sibility new alltime high in first 
| week 


Pollard. Eva Novak, Franklyn Far- 
num, Stuart Holmes, Barry Norton, 
Ness Flowers, Jo Gilbert, 
(Started July 26) 
(Continued from page 13) 
cho” (UA) and ‘“Paiterns” (UA) | 


(3d wk Iris, first other two). Mild 
or near. Last week, Iris 
with Orpheum, Uptown, Loyola (2d 


| $128,000, over hopes, to wind up a 
' terrific longrun. 


ul Bere ———s “Eddy Duchin Story” (Col) (3d wk) 
{ - Q5. — J } . _ 7 
ois ee | Only slightly off second week pace: 

WAM he gat ' hefty $7,500. Last week, $8,500. 

Tower, Uptown, Fairway, Grana- 
da ‘Fox Midwest) (2.100; 2,043: 700: 
11.217; 85-$1.25)—“King and I” 
(20th). Fifth week at Uptown, first 
| week in others. Nifty $14.000. Last 
week, oke $9,000 in Uptown. Tower, 
| Fairway and Granada played ‘“‘Raw- 
i hide’ (20th) (reissue) and “Mo- 
hawk” (20th) for $12,000 at 65c-85¢ 


non-holiday week record and pos- 


ending today (Wed.). In 
ahead, “Eddy Duchin Story” (Col) 
and stageshow (7th wk), held with 


Rivoli (UAT) (1,545; $1.50-$3) — 


“Oklahoma” (Magna) (44th wk). | pit 

Present stanza winding today | ~4,": om a 
(Wed.) is heading for smooth $21,- | ,, Vogue (Golden) (550; 75-$1)— 
'000. The 43d week was $21.509. | SCCreaee Seeaeaees (Indie) (2d 
Set to run through September, at | “*) Fair $1,000. Last week, 


wk), $21,600. 

Hollywood Paramount (F&M) 
(1,430; $1-$1.50)—"“That Certain | 
Feeling” (Par) (6th wk). Okay 
$3,800. Last week, $5.400. 

Chinese (FWC) (1,908 $1.25- 
$2.40)—"‘King and I” (20th) (7th 
wk). Smooth $22,500. Last week, 
$25,500. 

Warner Beveriy (SW) (1,612; $1- 
| $1.75)—“‘Duchin Story” (Col) (7th 
wk). Okay $8,300. Last week, 
$8.600. 

Four Star (UATC) -(868; 90-$1.50 
—‘*Proud and Profane” (Par) (9th 
wk). Fancy $5,300. Last week, 
$5.700. 

Fine Arts (FWC) (631: $1.25- 
$1.75)—“*Fantasia”’ B\ reissue) 
10th wk). Neat $4,000. Last week, 
$4.400. 

Egyptian, United Artists (UATC) 
1.411; 1,242: $1.10-$2.75)—“Okla- 
homa” (Magna) (39th wk Egyptian, 
33d wk UA.). Fine $17,700. Last 
week, $18,000. 

Warner Hollywood (SW) (1.364: 


| Slow 


$1.20-$2.65)—“‘Cinerama Holiday”’ 
Indie) (40th wk). Into current 
stanza Sunday (12) after great $33,- 
200 last week. 


WASHINGTON 
(Continued from page 12) 
$10,000 after $13,000 last week. 

Stays on. 

Metropolitan 
$1.25)—“*‘Satellite Sky” (WB). 
$6,500. Last week, “Moby 
Dick” (WB) (5th wk-6 days), $7,560. 

Palace (Loew) (2,360; 85-$1.25)— 
“Away All Boats” (U) (2d wk). 
Brisk $16,000 after $23,500 opener. 
Probably stays on. 

Playhouse (Lopert) (456: 75-$1.15) 


(SW) 
in 


(1,200; 


“Storm Center” (Indie). Nifty 
$7,000. Last week, “Certain Feel- 
ing” (Par) (5th wk), $3,000. 


Warner (SW) (1,300; $1.20-$2.40) 
“Cinerama Holiday” (Indie) 
(44th wk). Inauguration of Thurs- 
day kids matinee at $1 brings b.o. 
back to solid $15,000 mark. Last 


90- | 


week, $13,500. 

Trans-Lux (T-L) (600; 90-$1.35) 
—“Duchin Story” (Col) (4th wk). | 
Terrific $13,000, and still going 
strong. Last week, ditto. 

BOSTON 
(Continued from page 12) 


2d wk). 


$24.000. 


Good $16,000. Last week 


Pilgrim (ATC) (2,100: 65-95)— 
“Foreign Intrigue” (UA) and 
“Nightmare” (UA). Neat $9,000. 


Last week, “Black Sleep” (UA) and 


“Creeping Unknown” (UA), $10,- 
500. 
Paramount (NET) (1,700; 60-$1) 


—‘‘Satellite in Sky’ (WB) and “7 


Men From Now” (WB). Sturdy 
$10,000. Last week, ‘“Pardners” 
|(Par) and “Massacre” (20th) (2d 
| Wk), $10,500. 

| Orpheum ‘Loew) (3,000; 65-$1)— 
“High Society’ (M-G). Mighty 
$30,000. Holds, natch! Last week, 


“Somebody Up There Likes Me” 
(M-G) and “Quincannon” (UA) (2d 
wk), $12,000. 

State (Loew) (3,000; 65-$1)— 
“High Society” (M-G). Big $19,- 
Last week, “Somebody Likes 


000. 
Me” (M-G) and “Quincannon” 





(UA) (2d wk), $5,000. 


; . S IK 
least. “Around the World in 80 1,200. 
Days” (Magna) opens Oct. 17. 


Plaza (Brecher) (556; $1.50-$1.80) 





TORONTO > 


—'‘Fruits of Summer” (Ellis) (5th (Continued from page 13) 
wk). Fourth round ended Monday 1.165: 1.204: 9 318: ¢ "gs ; 
(13) was good $6,500. Third was | 2:169; 1,204; 2.318; 60-$1)—"Duchin 
$10.500. House brings in M-G-M | tory” (Col) (3d wk). Hep $20,000. 
Carnival (reissued selected shorts Li it week, $25 U0. . 
Aus. 28 Jowntown, Glendale, Scarboro, 
y Roxy (Nat’l. Th.) (5.717: 65-$2.40) State, Westwood (Taylor) (1,054; 
“King and I” (20th) with | 999;, 694; 696; 994; 40-75)—“God- 
stageshow (7th wk). Present ses- —. Indie and **Mantish UA). 
sion finishing tomorrow (Thu (s00d0 Shey Last week, “Crime 
I 1} <4 ‘ ; the Straatc’”’ | . s ‘*Cnrraam 
“ea ‘e mammoth $90,000. Sixth | in the Streets \A) and “‘Scream- 
looks like mammoth § ing Eagles” (AA), $20,000. 


week $106.500, considerab!}; 


was 7 ¥s 7.2 . . 

over hopes and over fifth week's Egiinton, University (FP) (1,080; 
$105,000. Stays on until Aug. 31, 1.956; 60-$1)—"“Satellite in Sky 

: eR ttn | (WB). Light $9,000. Last week 
and maybe _ longer. Bus Stop ‘ta. WT Ue nae, a5 OM ’ 
(20th) is due in next ian Who Knew Too Much” (Par) 
aU i \. ss : ae (Eth obs "19 ri 

State (Loew) (3,450; 78-$1.75)-—— oth ws Ph an 0. one. oEe 

“Somebody Up There Likes Me” “AIL for a (1 30; 49-$1). - 
(M-G) (6th-final wk). Looks to hit | or Mary’ (Rank) ‘4th wk). 


good $13,500 after $14,500 for fifth | OXe $4,000. Last week, same. 


week. “Away All Boats” (U) opens | ,, Imperial (FP) {3,344; G0-$1.10)— 
emaavens Chars. safari’ (Col). Good $13,000. Last 
week, “Certain Feeling” (Par) (2d 


Sutton (R&B) (561; $1-$2) 
“Moby Dick” (WB) (7th wk). Sixth 
stanza ended yesterday (Tues.) was 
stout $11,200. Fifth was $14,000. 
Stays on. 

Trans-Lux 52d St. (T-L) (540; $1- 
$1.50)—‘‘La Strada” (T-L) (5th wk). 
Fourth round finished Sunday (12) 
was smash $14,000. Third was $16,- 
300. Continues, naturally. 

Victoria (City Inv.) (1,060; 50-$2) 


wk), $12,000. 

International (Taylor) (557: $1)—~ 
“Escapade” (IFD). Good $4.500. 
Last week, “Lovers Lollipops” 
(IFD) (2d wk), $3,500. 

Loew’s (Loew) (2,098: 60-$1)— 
| “Somebody Up There Likes Me” 
(M-G). Fine $16,000. Last week, 
“Away All Boats” (U), $12,000. 

Shea’s (FP) (2,375; 60-$1) — 
“King and J” (20th) (2d wk). Wow 


—‘“Bigger Than Life” (20th) (2d) .5, | 
wk). First holdover frame ending sa re $35,000. 9 
today (Wed.) is heading for mild ivoli (FP) (995;  $1.50-$2)— 


| “Oklahoma” (Magna) (16th wk), 


2.000. Initial we as $19,000. 
$12, Initial week was $1 Big $12,000. Last week. $12.500. 


Warner (Cinerama Prod.) (1,600; 


$1.20-$3.30)—“‘Seven Wonders of ‘a (Loew) (2,745; 60-$1)— 
World” (Indie) (18th wk). The 17th | ,ay All Boats” (U) (2d wk), Nice 
$7,000. Last week, $10,000. 


week ended Saturday (11) was ter- 


rific $52,900 as against the 16th _ sag Ope aaa 
week’s $47,200. Continues indef. CHICAGO 

55th St. Playhouse (B-F) (250; | ‘ a Da eee 
$1.25-$1.50) —“Bullfight” (Janus) ge eR pn oP 


(Indie) and 
$6.500 


week, “Hot-Rod Girl” 


(7th wk). Sixth week finished Mon- “Girls in Prison” (Indie) 


day (13) was nice $6,500. Fifth was Oriental (Indie) (3,406; 98-$1.25) 
$7,200. as —‘King and I” (20th) (7th wk). 
ee Swell $31,000. Last week, $35,000. 


Palace (Indie) (1,484: $1.25-$3.40) 


ST. LOUIS 


—‘‘Cinerama Holiday” (Indie) (61st 
(Continued from page 13) wk) Socko $26,900. Last week, 
1 54) a aang | $25,000. 

pong yA va Roosevelt (B&K) (1.400: 65-98)— 
Fox (F&M) (5,000; 51-75) —| Earth Vs. Flying Saucers” (Col) 
‘“‘Pardners” Par) and “Chance | 4nd ‘Werewolf’ (Col). Boff $22.- 
Meeting” (Indie). Openeg today | 900. Last week, “Santiago” (WB) 
(Tues.), “Away All Boats” (U) and| @nd “Foreign Intrigue” (UA) (2d 

“Frances In Haunted House” (U) | WK), $18,000. 
(2d wk), neat $12,000. State-Lake (B&K) (2,400; 98- 
Loew's (Loew) (3,221; 50-85) — | $1-25)—“Away All Boats” (U). 


| $11,000. 








Great $34,000, helped by thorough 
press agentry. Last week, ‘“Pard- 
|ners” (Par) (3d wk), $20,000. 

Surf (H&E Balaban) (685; $1.25) 
“Ladykillers” (Cont) (7th wk). Big 


“Johnny Concho” (UA). Nice $16,- 
000. Last week, ‘Somebody Up 
There Likes Me” (M-G) (2d wk), 


Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 51-75)— 


“Massacre” (20th) and “Mohawk” | $5,800. Last week, $6,200. 
(20th). Fine $7,000. Last week, United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 98- 
“Outside Law” (U) and “Behind | $1.25)—‘“Trapeze” (UA) (9th wk). 
High Wall” (U), $6,000. Slowing to good $16,000. Last week, 
Orpheum (Loew) (1,914; 50-85)— | $17,900. 
“River Pirates” (BV) and “Man In Woods (Essaness) (1,206; 98- 
Space” (BV). Mild $4,000. Last | $1.50)—‘‘Duchin Story” (Col) (6th 
week, “Trapeze” (M-G) (2d wk),| wk). Smash $27,000. Last week, 
$8,000. $26,000. 
Pageant (St. L. Amus.) (1,000; World (Indie) (430; 98)—‘‘Last 10 


Days” (Indie) (3d wk). Solid $4,600. 


50-90) — “My Seven Little Sins” 
Last week, $5,000. 


(Indie). Fine $4,500. Last week, 





“Proud And Beautiful” (Indie), Ziegfeld (Davis) (430; 98)—‘Ri- 
$4,000. . fifi’? (UMPO) (2d wk). Sock $9,509. 
Richmond (St. L. Amus.) (400; ] Last week, $10,000. 
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Italy Limiting ‘Foreign’ Films 
Sales-Serviced by Yank Firms 





l‘alian Goverment has made it¢ 


plain to the American distributors 
that it intends to restrict the num- 
ber of “foreign” films each of the 
U. S. releasing organizations can 
handle in Italy. Plan is to keep 
the number of such pictures on 
the American release roster to 15% 
of the total handled by each com- 





pany. 

Purpose is to prevent a glutting | 
of the local market. Move isn’t a 
part of the new film agreement, but 
the Government has made it plain 
that, unless the Americans com- 
ply, a regulation will be forthcom- 
ing. 

Meanwhile, while somewhat ap- 
prehensive over future Italian 
moves, the American companies 
have found a boon in the new pact 
which waises the dubbing fee from 
2.500.000 lira ‘about $4,000) to 
5.500.000 lira (close to $9,000). The 
author- 


same agreement, however, 
izes the Americans to remit an 
equivalent sum from __ blocked 


funds, each time the dubbing fee 
is paid. ‘That fee, incidentally, is 
in the na‘ure of a loan and is paid 
against a 10 year, non-interest bear- 
ing certificate. 

Since the Americans import over 
200 films a year into Italy, this 
means that they are entitled to 
remit from their blocked earnings 
around $2,000,000 instead of the 
former $800,000. It’s conceded 
that this represents a pretty good 
deal for the American interests, 
even if the certificates are discount- 
ed or redeemed at much less than 
their actual value. 

The remittance from blocked 
earnings is at the official 630 lira 
to the dollar rate. That’s the same 
rate that is applied to the regular 
$3,000,000 a vear remittance and 
to the 5°o which each company is 


allowed to remit from frozen funds | 


at the end of each year. 


In addition, the Motion Picture | 
has a longstanding | 


Export Assn. 
compensation arrangement with 
the Finmeccanica and Poggia ship- 
ping outfits. Many millions have 
been thawed under that deal. 
sidering that the U. S. outfits must 
also have lira to cover their with- 
drawals and the dubbing fee ex- 
penses—plus local expenses—it’s 
felt that the agreement will leave 
comparatively minor funds blocked 
in Italy. 

Eitel Monaco, the chief of 
ANICA, the Italo trade org, is due 
in the U. S. from Rome soon for 
the double purpose of attending 
the “War and Peace” preem as a 
guest of the Italian producer, and 
also to huddle with the MPEA’s 
Eric Johnston on outstanding ques- 
tions. 

Among other things, Monaco in- | 
tends to take up the question of | 
color printing in Italy (the Italians 
want the Americans to print 50°o 
of their local color releases in Ital- 
ian labs), and he'll talk about the 
restrictions applying to American 
distribs handling non-U.S. product. 

Total U.S. quota for Italy now 
stands at 192 feature pix for eight 
MPEA members, plus an additional 
35 for United Artists and Allied 
Artists. There is nothing, how- 
ever, to stop an American company 
from taking on non-American 
films for distribution. The gow 





Con- 





ernment wishes to limit this ex- 
cess product to 15% of each com- 
pany’s release sked. | 


Ad Films 


ims CONtinued from page 7 





ba 





] 
} 


aco. He attributed the increase to 
the drive-ins, 
Study prepared 
Sindlinger research 
Assn. of Theatre Screen Advertis- 
ing Companies and covering the | 
week ended July 28 showed that | 
55,946,000 persons were exposed to | 
ad plugs in that period. Ozoners 
accounted for more than 50° of 
the total. 
Motion Picture Advertising | 
Service Co. ships all its prints out | 
ot New Orleans where its also main- 
tuins busy studios, It covers the} 
esatern half of the nation, with its 
subsid-United Film Service, cover- | 
ing the western half out of Kansas | 
City. Other ad film distribs in the | 
field include A. V. Cauger Servic | 
out of Independerce, Mo.; Alexan- | 
der Film Co., Colorado Springs; | 
Reid H. Ray Film Industries, St. | 
Paul, Minnesota, and Ad Films! 
Ltd., Toronto, Canada. 
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MRS. GOLDBERG SETS 
TED EMERSON AS G. M. 


Omaha, Aug. 14. 


Ted Emerson, vet Omaha theatre 
man, Saturday (11) was named gen- 
eral manager of the Ralph D. Gold- 
berg theatre chain here, succeed- 
ing Jack Springer. Latter resigned 
to accept a new position in Chicago. 


Emerson had been with Tri- 
' States the past 20 years here, do- 
ing special assignments the past 
‘two after managing the Omaha 
| Theatre. 

Two other changes in the Gold- 
‘berg org were revealed, with 
| Patrick McBride assuming man- 
| agement ef the Ames Theatre and 
| Keith W. Chambers the Military 
Theatre. Both are nabe houses. 


Other theatres in the Goldberg 
chain and their pilots are the 
| State, Harry B. Ashton; Avenue, 
William Kirby; Dundee, Ben Mag- 
zamin: Town, Charles Kopp; and 
' Broadway, G. Allan Schrimpf. 
Changes were announced by Mrs. 
Goldberg, following the death of 
her husband two weeks ago. 


As US-Italian 
Pact Shapes Up 


Following protracted uncertain- 
tv, the Italian government and the 
Motion Picture Export Assn. have 
finally welded a new agreement 
spelling out in detail the terms un- 
der which American films will con- 
tinue to play the boot country. 
New pact, which runs for three 
years effective Sept. 1, awaits only 
| signaturing by Eitel Monaco, head 
of ANICA, which is Italy’s top 
|trade association, and/or Under- 
| Secretary of State Brusasca, both 
|'of whom are now en route to the 
| States from Rome. 
| Actually, Monaco wears’ two 
| hats, being, in effect, on the gov- 
| ernment level as well as function- 
| ing as Italy's top film trade figure. 
| Thus, whether he or Brusasca, or 
both will do the actual signing 
with the MPEA is neither clear nor 
important. 

As had been anticipated, the new 
deal raises the dubbing-in-Italy li- 
cense fees for American films to 
the equivalent of about $8,000 per 
picture. Previously, it was slight- 
ly less than half that amount. 

But the quota on the number of 
films which are permitted entry in 
Italy apparently remains about the 
same, amounting to 190 features 








|from the major companies and 30 
|} to 35 from independent producers. 





MISSOURI-ILLINOIS 
EXHIBITORS MEETING 


St. Louis, Aug. 14. 

Discussion between exhibs to- 
wards a solution of their ilis and 
the full co-op with distribs, pro- 
ducers, etc., will be stressed at the 
annual meeting of the Missouri-Il- 
linois Theatre Owners here Aug. 
27-28. L. J. Williams, Union, Mo., 
prexy of the organization and other 
execs have asserted that a policy of 
“All for One and One for All” will 


be the panacea that will relieve | 


the exhibs of their headaches. 

Among speakers skedded for 
gabbing are Mrs. Arretus F. Burt, 
St. Louis, founder of the Better 
Films Council of Greater St, Louis, 
and Claude Mundo, an exec of the 
Theatre Owners of America. Of 
additional interest to the shindig 
is the selection of Miss Film Row 
for 1956 with an all expense vaca- 
tion trip to Florida, possession of a 
tiara and time off with pay from 
her employer. 





Bob O Donnell 


Pioneer of Year 


Robert J. (Bob) O'Donnell, vet- 
eran exhibitor and one of the most 
active figures in trade projects, 
this week was named 1956 Pioneer 
of the Year. Exec is v.p. and gen- 
eral manager of Interstate Thea- 
tres, Dallas; International ring- 
master of Variety Clubs and board 
chairman of the Will. Rogers 
Memorial Hospital, Saranac Lake, 
N. Y. He was chairman of the in- 
dustry drive against the Federal 
admissions tax which recently re- 
sulted in the exemption on tickets 
costing 90c and under. 


* Motion Picture Pioneer, headed 
by Jack Cohn, will salute O’Don- 
nell as the 10th recipient of its 
annual award at a Nov. 30 dinner 
at the Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y. 

Previously selected as the indus- 
try’s outstanding citizen were Cecil 
B. DeMille, Adolph Zukor, Harry, 
Jack and Maj. Albert Warner 
(jointly), Spyros P. Skouras, Bar- 
ney Balaban, Gus Evyssell, Nate J. 
Blumberg, S. H. ‘Si) Fabian and 
Herman Robbins. 

Praise From Senator 

Council of Motion Picture Or- 
ganizations did a ‘‘wonderful job” 
in pressing for and winning the 
Federal tax exemption on tickets 
costing 90c and under, in the opin- 
ion of Sen. Hubert H. Humphrey 
of Minnestoa, chairman of the 
Subcommittee of the Senate Small 
Business Committee. 

“You and your organization (re- 
ferring to COMPO) are to be con- 
gratulated,’ Humphrey stated in a 
letter to Robert J. O’Donnell, 
chairman of COMPO’s tax cam- 
paign. Earlier this summer Hum- 
phrey’s Senatorial unit conducted 
hearings on film trade practices 
and recommended removal of the 
admissions levy. 





~ Clenched Fists Across The Seas 


a 
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Filipinos Rude to Yank Films — Burma, Germany, 
Italy and Argentine All Troublesome 





Foreign market situation, long 
the bright spot in the film indus- 
try, has suddenly worsened with 
dark clouds looming in various 


| parts of the globe. 


Latest problem country 


for Hollywood features, 
the Americans, with threats for 
the imposition of a quota, special 
import duties, back taxes, tight- 
ened censorship and new labor 
demands. 

Elsewhere, Burma wants to im- 
pose a quota, the: Germans are 
clamoring for a limitation of Hol- 
lywood imports, Italy is figured a 
potential trouble spot and the sit- 
uation in Argentina has suddenly 
worsened. , Apart from that, the 
Motion Picture Export Assn, main- 
tains its boycott of Spain and Den- 
mark, with no solution in sight. 

Company execs are greatly con- 
cerned over the situation in Brit- 
ain where attendance and grosses 
have fallen off sharply and con- 
tinue to drop under the impact of 
commercial tv. 

At the MPEA exec committee 


meeting in N. Y. last week, presi- | 
Johnston warned of a/ 
At the same} 


dent Eric 
rough course ahead. 


is tha) 
| Philippines, normally an excellent 
| market 
which is “throwing the book” at | 





time, it’s understood that the com- 
panies’ foreign billings since the 
first of this year have continued on 
a par with 1955, and—with the ex- 
ception of the important British 
market—are ahead of last year in 
many Cases. 

Threatened Philippine  restric- 
tions are the most severe the 
MPEA has faced in a long time. 
Among them is a demand that re- 
mittances be slashed to 25% of 
the N. Y. share, which works out 
to 1712°% of gross billings. In the 
past, U. S. companies could remit 
up to a ceiling of 72° of the N. Y. 
share of 1949, which was a good 
year, if not a top one. 

Philippine government, plagued 
with deteriorating economic con- 
ditons, also threatens with back 
taxes which, if collected, would 
put the American distribs out of 
the market. MPEA companies last 
year did an estimated gross of 14,- 
000,000 pesos ‘about $4,600,000) in 
the Philippines. 

There have been tentative dis- 
cussions of a possible American 
film loan to the Philippines along 
the lines of the loan Hollywood 
gave to the Japanese. However, 


it’s considered highly unlikely that 
this will come to pass. 


—— 
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A JOB WELL DONE 


++ By ABEL GREEN 


In these sensitive picture busi- | shadow has long been so potent in 
ness times, the terrific job done by | everything, might unbend and 
COMPO, Bob O'Donnell, Bob/even defer to aggressive younger 
Coyne, Sam Pinanski, et al. is an-| energies. That’s for the immedi. 
other manifestation ‘in the half-| ate future to decide, because there 
century history of the industry of|is no time for stalling. Not the 
the good results from coordinated | way the business is going. 
teamwork. The 10% tax exemp- But back to the 10% tax thing. 
tion up to 90c. admission may well | Shrewd generalship combined to 
prove a lifesaver to thousands | achieve the excellent end-result in 
upon thousands of theatres and | face of (a) a Governmental cut that 
spell the difference between profit 'this “was the wrong time to try it” 
and toss to virtually the entire ex- | and ‘b) internecine exhibitor bat. 











+++. 





‘ing of the 


hibition branch. If the theatres 
stay in the black, the chain-reac- 
tion values to production and dis- 
tribution are obvious. 

The luncheon tomorrow (Thurs.) 
by the Independent Theatre Own- 
ers Assn. of New York to Messrs. 
Coyne and O'Donnell is but one 
of a series of victory celebrations, 
and rightly so. O’Donnell, Pinan- 
ski, Eric Johnston, Joe Vogel— 
any and all others who were so 
vitally concerned in the 10° ad- 
mish tax cut campaign—are par- 
ticularly generous in their cheer- 
tough job that Bob 
Coyne, of the Council of Motion 
Picture Organizations did. The 
victory luncheons and dinners and 
bouquets will automatically fall 
in line, and should rightly take 
shape in the manner that they will, 
with posies to both Bobs—O'Don- 
nell as chairman and Coyne as the 


executive sparkplug (and indirect- | 


ly to Charlies E. McCarthy for the 
important desk work in N. Y.)\—but 
more importantly, trade-wise is 
the realization that concerted in- 


dustry thinking can help solve' 
basic problems. 

The trade has plenty now. 
Fundamentally it’s boxoffice, or 
more specifically the sufficient lack 
thereof. Whatever the - end- 


‘tling (Allied’s withdrawal, 
| None the less the exhibitors ap. 
proached the Washington hurdie 
| from the grassroots basis, com- 
bined with Pinanski’s knowledge 
| (John Hancock Insurance Co.) that 
|the budget stood a chance of be- 
|ing balanced this year. That was 
{the fundamental hurdle—that, 
| based on 1955 picture theatre re- 
;turns, between $65,000,000 and 
| $80,000,000 in taxes had been co]. 
| lected on tickets up to 90c. Ac- 
| cording to data updated this past 
| week, the easeup on Federal leyy- 
|ing will mean a yearly saving of 
1 $51,800,000 to the trade, $35,400 « 
1000 of which will remain with the- 
| atres and the balance going to ex- 
, hibition. COMPO’s first tax win 
|in 1954 brought an increase of 
| $123,500,000 in industry income, 
|for a combined total of $175,- 
| 300,000. 

Coyne, O’Donnell, Vogel, Pinan- 
ski and Johnston argued that 97°; 
|of America’s cinemas are under 
, that 90c. admission—there are only 
about 350-400 theatres which have 
scales at all times exceeding $1—- 
; and that that was the life-blood dif- 
| erential to these many picture the- 


etc.) 


| atres. Secondly, when Roger Bab-« 
;son forecast that the fiscal 
| budget would be balanced this 








result—keep the production-line ; year, they were successful in get- 
flowing, make blockbusters, don’t; ting a more sympathetic ear in 
make only blockbusters but turn!D. C. whieh combined with the 
out more bread and butter prod- grassroots campaign via their local 
uct, etc.—the problems can be re- | representative, paid offs Actually 
solved with some judicious co- | the budget, under Ike was $1. 
ordination. ' 800,000,000 over the top. 

Fighting intra-trade problem is Let this be a cue to the picture 
always easier than bucking Goy-' business on all fronts—from Hol- 
ernmental edicts. Or maybe. it’s Ivwood to distribution to exhibi- 
not as pat as that. Maybe the | tion—that good teamwork can pay 
giants of the industry whose | off. “ : 
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“War & Peace’ 
Regular Scale 








Seagram in 7 Reels 

















“The First 99,” a documentary 
produced by Louis deRochemont 
Associates for the House of Sea- 
gram on its 100th anniversary, is 
a full-length, 7-reel 35m industrial ° 
feature in Eastmancolor which cost t Canitol 
the Canadian distiller almost $500,- eae 
000. It comprises newsreel, live- - 
action, cartoon and general weld-| New York’s Capitol Theatre is 
ing of historic footage into a caval- holding the line on admission 
cade of the liquor business, from} Prices for the run of “War and 





London to Canada where Seagram | Peace,” perhaps establishing a 
is based. | precedent that might he followed 
Morton Wishengrad authored. | #'0und the country. That the Cap 


would tilt the scales had been ex- 
pected in view of the king-sized 
production, which runs three and 
a half hours. But !nstead the scale 


Robert McCahon (who produced | 
the Field & Stream sports series) | 
produced, and Tom Orchard rep- | 
resented deRochemont. Frowde | 


Seagram, grandson of the founder, | “il! continue at $1 to $2.50, the 
is still on the Seagram board. of | '@tter for the Hmited divan section. 
which Samuel Bronfman is board | Pi¢ runs sans intermission. 

chairman and chief executive of. | Par reportedly is agreeable to 
ficer. Present-day Seagram con-|the un-hiked tariff on the theory 


cerns himself chiefly today with; that this automatically will avert 
Dominion Life Ins. Co., of which | any possible public resentment and 
he is president. | will assure a longer run. While 

Seagram’s sells one-third of the | !arge situations across the nation 
whiskey in the U.S., and the film,| ™ight stay with their regular 
to be shown to captive audiences | Prices, chances are theatres now 
of dealers, salesmen and other | Posting low rates may go for a 
tradesman, along with a hoped-for | }0ost because of the lesser turn- 
theatrical segment, concerns itself | Over to be caused by the “W & P” 
with the social aspects of drinking. ; ™Unning time. 








Par, incidentally, is spending 
about $75,000 for promotion of the 
| film’s Cap opening Aug. 21. This 


Warner Moving 


Continued from page 3 


‘is high but not exceptionally so, 
|for it includes extra charges en- 
tailed in staging the benefit preem 
for the Tolstoy Foundation. 

National ad-pub budget for the 
ad-pub buildup has yet to be ce- 
termined. 








ing, on 44th St. between 8th and | 
9th Avenues, will be put up for 
sale. Building, a sprawling 10- 
story unit, has been something of 
a problem for Warners since Stan- | 
ley Warner, the theatre offshoot of 
WB, moved out to its own head- 
quarters on Broadway. Film com- 
pany has been makingadetermined! After 13 years with 20th-Fox. 
effort to rent out space to out-| Saul Malisow has resigned a§ 
side companies. It has leased whole | branch manager. 
floors to the Army Motion Picture| He’s being succeeded by Jack 
Service and to an_ instrument Cohan, a former 20th-Fox branch 
manufacturing company. manager and salesman here who! 
The trend to New York’s east-| Malisow replaced when Cohan quit 
side was started several years ago| to enter another business line. 
with Universal’s move to Park Ave.; Cohan is being brought in from 
Columbia takes the eastward trek the Kansas City branch where /¢ 
this fall, moving into a completely was sales manager. 
refurbished building on Fifth Ave.| Malisow’s future plans are un 
in the 50’s, i settled. 





Cohan Succeeds Malisow 
Minneapolis, Aug. 14. 
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THE NEW APPROACH 


27 Minute Featurette to Replace the Usual Second Feature 


TIMELY - PROVOCATIVE - CHALLENGING 


and best of all 


ENTERTAINING 


xk kk * 
Louis de Rochemont’s 











TO OPEN THE WORLD TO THE NATIONS 


IN TECHNICOLOR 


x kK * 


The Story Behind Today's Headlines 
NOTHING LIKE IT ON TV (vet) 


Limited Prints * Place Your Orders Early 


| Opening at Balaban & Katz’s CHICAGO (3,900 seats) 
| on AUGUST 16, —_ 





FIRST in a New Series entitled “OU RK TIMES . of men, ideas and eve 


which dis uish 
today from yesterday and to 
t T ‘ I . . . 
d PRODUCED by Lo de Ro tea nt Ass es. Live action actually filmed in Egypt dra- 
e matically combine a wi a atic * by Ha 2 nd Batchelor, well-known cartoon producers of 


“ANIMAL FARM.” 


WINNER—Edinburgh Film Festival Award 


“PEOPLE ARE TALKING ABOUT ... Louis de Rochemont’s 
movie, THE SUEZ CANAL, a timely docket of fact, 
Middle East history and eye entrancement.” 


VOGUE 


Helen Gordon 
Louis de Rochemont Associates, Ine. 
380 Madison Avenue 

New York 17, N. Y. 

OXford 7-0350 


Write, Wire or Call 
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ALLIED QUEST FOR EFFECTIVE LEVERAGE; 
AY ‘DOGHOUSE’ ONE SALES MANAGER 


“Surprised” and 
shaken by the report of the Sen- 


somewhat? 


ate Small Business Subcommittee 
probing industry trade practices, 
Allied States Assn. now—in sec- | 
ond wind—regards the result “as | 
enly a temporary setback in Al- 
lied’s fight tor better conditions 
for independent exhibitors.” 
Leaders of the exhibitor asso- 


ciation met vesterday (Tues.) and 
today (Wed.) in Louisville to map 
future strategy in light of the com- 


mittee’s report which is generally | 
regarded in trade circles as an imn- 
portant victory for the major film | 


companics. 
Failure to achieve its aims 
government Intervention may force 


via | 


Allied to resort to other means in 


its effort to alleviate the 
malpractices of the 
Some of Allied’s less 
members may again urge unofticial 
boveoits of one or more of the 
major companies. Another tech- 
nique that has been urged by one 
Allied leader may 
ered. This involves the “Knock- 
ing oif” of one sales manager. The 


expression as employed by the Al- | 


alleged | 
distributors. | 
temporate | 


also be consid- | 


liedite, refers to a concentrated | 
drive among Allied members to | 
make life so difficult for a sales 


mMabager that he'll either resign or 
be tired. This can be accomplished, 
it’s said, by the simple expedient 
of refusing to book the pictures 
ef one company selected tor the 
dubious honor, 
Roundtable Plea 

Via prexy Rube Shor, Allied has 
renewed efforts for a meeting be- 
. tween the presidents of the film 
companies and the heads 
principal exhibitor 


_ agreed 


of the! 
organizations, | 


The proposal, as the previous one, | 


is not expected to be accepted by 
the film company toppers who have 
en several occasions made known 
their opposition to an all-industry 


meeting at which trade practices 


are discussed among rivals. How- 
ever, it’s expected, that each com- 
pany again will state that it is 
willing, acting on an individual 
basis, to meet with theaitremen to 
discuss industry problems. Shor 
made his proposal for a round- 


table industry meeting in a letter 
sent to the company presidents and 
the general sales managers 

Shor said his pitch is based on 
the Senate committee’s observation 
that “there a vital need for a 
new spirit of cooperation between 
the various of the = in- 
dustry.” 
Sho. 
those 


Is 


segments 


small meeting 
authoritv” in 


suggested a 


of in ‘ultimate 


| Outdoor 


their companies and organizations, | 


Such a meeting, he said, would dis- 
cuss Ways and means and perhaps 
agree on principles for giving et- 
fect to the committee’s recom- 
mendations 
Takes Time 

In a separate statement, Shor 
in reterring to the temporary 
back, noted that it took a long time 
to an end to 


SCclL- 


bring compulsory 


block bookin and to accomplish 
theatre aivorcement Those 
things take time ie cleclared 

He said, however, that if the 
film companies carry out the rec- 
ommendations of the committee 
“the etfort Alhed’s) can ‘b- writ- 
ten off as a total success. Allied is 
more concerned with the end that 
with the means and the committee 
has pointed out a direct and im 
mediate solution of industry prob- 
le He ud the film com 
} ( ( }) ¢ ) Abhi 
posal for a round-tab 
’ 1 be 1 } ere D\ 
‘ ) ( Ind 
well r 

Phe senate CO ( ( 
wee 760 p: ( j Or 
state el nd 

ile nad i¢ 
( ] por | a ( ( 








| take this occasion to express my 
gratitude for the continuing confi- 
dence placed in me by my cus- 
tomers and friends in show business. 


JESSE BLOCK 


Registered Representative 
IRA HAUPT & CO, 
Investment Brokers 
501 7th Ave., New York 18, N.Y. 
LOongacre 5-6262 














Only Quality Counts 
Des Sloines, Aug. 14. 


Tri-States Theatre Corp. 
theatre and the Orpheum 
here reduced the child’s ad- 
mission price age bracket 
from 13 to 11 years a couple 
of weeks ago. When asked 
whether or not it had made 


for increased business the re- 
ply was that nothing makes 
for increased business in the 
film theatre today except 
really good pictures. 


Because of television the 
public has become so enter- 
tainment-conscious that a 
truly good picture can still 
do capacity business any day 
but the public won't go for 
mediocre fure even if it were 


for free, 


urb Those Crazy 
Bargain Nights 
Of the Drive-Ins 


Philadelphia, Aug. 14. 
Drive-in operators of area have 
to discontinue policy of 
showing three features. The ozoner 
ops have also decided to limit their 
dollar-per-carload admissions 
one or two nights a week and never 
on week-ends. 

Meeting was held in office of 
Jay Emanuel, trade journalist, who 





has been inveighing against the 
dvive-ins “wild” giveaways as a 


threat to entire industry. 

Pact is to hold until Oct. 15. with 
another meeting set for Oct. 1. 
exhibs present included 
Earle Sweigert, Martin Ellis, Neil 
Heilman, Alan Iselin, Mel Fox, 
Charles Goldtine, David R. Sablos- 
ky, Walter Reade, Rocs Palese, 
Claude Schlanger and Stan Fried- 
man. 


TECHNICOLOR BUYS 
PAVELLE OF NEW YORK 


Part of its general diversifica- 
tion program, Technicolor has pur 


chased the asse’s and business of 
Pavelle Color Inc., a New York 
firm and the leading independent 


processor of amateur color film. 
Technicolor prexy Herbert T 
Kalmus, explains that the acquisi 


tion of Pavelle will make it pos 
sible to offer national distribution 
of Techni service to the consumer 


photographic market via the plants 
in Hollywood and New York Af 
the start, Techni offered such sery 


ice onlv in the western U. S. 

Plans are now under way to in 
Stall 8m and 16m Kodachrome 
proce equipmen in Holly 
wood bv eal next veal 


to | 


POPULAR ARTS AND 
PIONEERING ‘CRITICS’ 


New York. 
Editor, -VARIETY: 

“Every Schoolmarm a Critic” 
(Variety, Aug. 8, 1956) was an ex- 
‘cellent analysis of the new look 
teachers are taking at the popular 
arts. For the benefit of the social 
historians who will undoubtedly be 
‘digging in your files for the full 
story of popular entertainment in 
America, however, I would like to 
add two points. 

First is giving credit 
credit is due to the pioneers of the 
“new took’: Perhaps a decade ago, 
two New Jersey English teachers, 
Dr. Leon Hood and Morris Gold- 
‘berger, started a newsletter in- 
forming teachers of the programs 
with most educational potential. 
Two vears ago “Scholastic Teach- 
er,” a weekly professional maga- 
zine with a circulation of 90,000, 
began to print a schedule in each 
lissue. I was also able to begin in 
jthe same magazine this year a 


series on drama and documentary. | 


‘In all fairness, then, Messrs. Hood 


and Goldberger are the pioneers | 
and Scholastic magazines have 


taken the initiative in publishing 


detailed criticism of the popular 
arts. I was just lucky enough to 


get a fellowship that made it pos- | 
‘sible for me to extend and apply 


what had already been started. 

Secondly, we English teachers 
are just beginning to do in a thor- 
oughgoing way what our col- 
leagues in the elementary schools 
and in history have been doing for 
sometime. Aciually the popular 
arts have something to say to every 
teacher. 

I was delighted to see your story 


for a final reason: It will saow peo- | 
ple in the industry that we teach- 
fers can transcend the level of 


carping by helping producers build 
audiences. In the last analysis, we 
can only develop a_ tradition of 
criticism ef popular eulture in the 
schools if we have the sympathetic 
cooperation of the industry. I am 
sure vour story will help elicit that 
kind of cooperation. 

Patrick 


D. Hazard. 


LOPERT’S ‘SUMMERTIME’ 


Times Better at O’Seas B.O. 
Than Domestically 


“Summertime,” which he made 
independently and released through 
United Artists, will over 
$4,000,000 worldwide, but will earn 


£VOSS 


one-and-a-half times ‘more abroad 
than in the U. S., Ilya Lopert said 
in N. Y. last week. 


domestic take will .700.- 
000 and it has plaved 6.000 dates so 
tal 


Its be 


000 by Lopert. He acknowledged 
that the pic had been disappointing 
in the | S. where it has 2.000 
more dates to play off 


San Francisco Downgrades Realty 
Valuations on Two Troubled Houses 


S; Francisco, Au 14 
Ple oO} d times has esult 
1 cutS In valuation of two ne 
bor d theatres here mav | 
tj e tl al her tax re et p 
vita y em without the a 
1) ! , l 

1 oO S 0 Live ( 

1 B T Administration, a 
mdenin ot the etinition Oo! 
earance,” restrictions on use o 

competitive bidding, that sufficient 
notice be given by the Dept. ot 
Justice to exhibiters when a di- 


vorced chain secks to acquire addi- 
tional theatres, 


that pictures in 
new large-screen processes also be 
made available in’ standard size 


prints, that the industry study the 
etfect of saturation bookings. The 
committee also disapproved 
posal of TOA and Allied that di- 
vorced circuits be permitted to 
enter production, looked with dis- 
tavor at Federal regulation of film 
rentals, and urged a new spirit ot 
cooperation between the variou- 
segments of the film industry. 


pro- , 


ils from neighborhood iouse 

ners are in the offin 

Frisco Board of Supervisors. dou- 
ling as Board of Equalization to 
wal pleas on propert\ assess- 
nents. agreed $125.000 valuation 
on Grace and Samuel Grim’s 2.570- 


Cal KI oo 


Captain Theatre was tft 


cut figure to $105.000 FOX 
We Coast last month refused to 
renew its lease on El Capitan 
Vhich it had operated since before 
World War II, and Grims have sub- 
sequently tried, unsuccessfully, to 
lease building as either a super- 


market or bowling alley. 

Supervisors also sliced valuation 
on R. J. Nasser’s American Thea- 
tre trom $14.000 to $9.000 after 
Nasser told board he may be forced 
to close. 

Nasser said television had 
his house shut four vears. 
opened it last vear but 


kept 
He re- 
claimed 


size of crowds has not been impres- | 


sive. “I don't 
he added. 

Property valuation furnish base 
‘for tax assessments, 


think it will last,” 


where | 


against Columbia Pictures. 


his whim.” 


——— 


Has a Celebrity No Privacy? 


Santa Monica, Aug. 14. 


A public figure gives up all claim to privacy for his entire life- 
time, Superior Court Judge Stanley Mosk decided in throwing out 
the $1,500,000 invasion of privacy suit brought by Primo Carnera 
Former heavyweight boxing champ 
had sued, in Santa Monica Superior Court, alleging that the Colum- 
bia film, “The Harder They Fall,” held him up to contempt and 
ridicule, invaded his privacy and hurt his business life. 

“One who becomes a celebrity or public figure,” Judge Mosk 
ruled, “waives his right of privacy and cannot change that waiver at 











| 
| 


Push Senate Suggestion Theatres 


Be Eligible for Federal Financing 





BLACKLISTEES LOSE 


| California High Court Declines To 
| Hear Appeals 
San Francisco, Aug. 14. 
California State Supreme Court 
i has refused to hear appeals of 23 
| Hollywood actors and 
whose $57.500.000 blacklist suits 
against major film producers have 
been thrown out of lower courts. 
Litigation originally was dismissed 
‘in Los Angeles Superior Court and 
the dismissal] upheld by the State 
istrict court of appeals. 
Hollywoodites had 


contended 
to testify before the House Un- 
American Activities 
probe of Communist infiltration 
into the film industry. Superior 
Court, in dismissing the 23 in- 
dividual suits for $2,500,000 each, 


tractual relationship between the 
detendants and the plaintiffs. 





Test Free Films, 


Local Merchants 
Paying Costs 


St. Louis, Aug. 14. 





| lagging 
| in 


| were 


Negative cost of the Katharine |! 
Hepburn starrer was put at $1,000,- | 


After Leroy 
his Gran, Granville, I]l., because of 
b.o. activitv, businessmen 
town’ discovered their re- 
|ceipts were falling off as natives 
going elsewhere for their 
amusement and shopping at these 
places, Several weeks ago the biz 
biggies held a contab and agreed 
to underwrite 15 weeks of cuffo 
films means of stimulating 
trade in the home town. 


the 


as a 


The innovation has reacted nicely 
and MeMahon added the interest 
will enable him to operate the 
house on a profitable basis. 


METRO SUGARING UP 
‘TEA AND SYMPATHY’ 


Metro has earmarked $500,000 
for its advertising-exploitation cam 
paign for Tea and Sympathy.” 
Budget, the largest set aside tor a 
single picture by Metro in several 


vears, will be poured into a satura- 


tion ad campaign in magazines 
newspapers, and radio-tv. 

To take full advantage of the 
campaign, M-G has set a satura 
tion booking for the picture It 
is slated to open in some 250 the 
afres late in Septembe The 
N. Y qaate be at the Radio 

v Music Hall ith “Tea tol 


owing the current High Society 


LINDER SAYS IT’S HIS 


Asserts Kingsley Infringes on 
‘Chatterley’s Lover’ Film. 
Hollywood, Aug. 14. 
Jack Linder, former stage 
producer and now a_ Hollywood 


agent, has served notice on Kings- 
ley International, indie distrib, that 
it is violating his copyright in its 
efforts to distribute ““Lady Chatter- 
ley’s Lover” in the U. S. 
currently is embroiled in a battle 
with the New York censor which 
has refused to license the film. 

Linder, who acquired stage and 
/screen rights to the D. H. Lawrence 
/novel several years ago. pointed 
{out that he had produced a legit 
| version in 1937 and subsequently 
toured it, Title was copyrighted in 
} 1943. 


+ 


| 
' 


| appointed 


Theatre Owners of America and 
the Independent Theatre Owners 
Assn. were quick to accept the re- 
cent recommenda‘ion of the Sen- 
ate Small Business Subcommittee 
that the Loan Policy Board ot the 
Small Business Administration 
consider the possibility of making 
loans available for theatre’ im- 


; | provements and immediately set in 
writers | 


motion efforts to bring 
mittee’s recommendation 
tuality. 

TOA prexy Myron 
A. Julian 


the com- 
into ac- 


Blank has 
Brylawski 


|TOA v.p. and chairman of the na- 


tional legislative comnnittee, 


as 


_ chairman of a special committee to 


‘they were blacklisted for refusing | 


‘uring adoption 
Committee's | 


| said there was no evidence of con-' 


/tre owners and individual 


prepare a brief for submission to 
the Small Business Administration 
of the Sennie 
group’s recommendation. “In- 
light of the recent SSBS report.” 
Blank stated, “it is the desire of 
our organization to take full ad- 
vantage of the prospective govern- 
ment help and financing which bas 
been so difficult for the small thea- 
opera- 


tors to obtain.” 


| dispatched 


McMahon shuttered ' 


Distrib | 


Harry ITOA, 


the Loan 


Brandt, prexy of 
a letter to 
Policy Board consisting of Small 
Business Administrator Wendel! 
Barnes, Secretary of the Treasury 
George Humphrey, and Secretary 
of Commerce Sinclair Weeks urg- 
ing amending of the rules which 


would make theatres eligible fo 
government loans. The SBA has 
been granted the authority by 


Congres¢ to extend financial! assist- 
ance to small business in cases 
where the required credit was not 


available on reasonable’ terms 
from other sources. At present 
the SBA rules forbid loans “to 


finance recreational o1 
facilities.” 

Basis of the SSBC recommend: 
tion tor the inclusion of theatres 
in government loans is that thea 
tres have not been considered good 
financial risks by banks, insurance 
companies and other lending insti- 


amusement 


tjons. The b.o. decline in recent 
years as well as the many fluctua- 
tions and changing industry con- 
ditions has made lending groups 
wary of theatres, Small theatre 
owners in particular have bee 
finding it inceasingly difficult to 
obtain loans to refurbish houses 


and to purchase new equipment 


In making the recommendation 
to the Small Business Administra 
tion, the Senate subcommittee 
Stated that ‘‘without financial aid 
to make these needed improve 
ments which the public demands, 
many exhibitors will have to 
close.” 

Exhibitor circles also feel that 


the Senate body’s recommendation 
niay carry some weight among pri- 
vate lending companies which 
hoped, will reconsider re-financing 
and mortgage plans for theatres. 
TOA’s Brylawski, it’s anticipated, 
will have his report ready for pre- 
sentation to the TOA 
vention when it « 
York Sept. 20-24. 


its 


annua 
nl 


con- 


New 
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Quintet of Quizzers Leads Top 10 | Y 


For the first time in tv annals, all five of the highest-rated shows 


on television (all CBS) are in the quiz-giveaway category. 


basis of the new Trendix release 
Here’s the Top 10 rundown: 


on the 


for the first week in August. 


$64,000 QUESTION ............. Ao tReee ner eeneens 30.4 (CBS) 
$64,000 CHALLENGE ..... evewee ee eeeenee eeus 25.6 (CBS) 
DO YOU TRUST YOUR WIFE Pe rr e eee 25.4 (CBS) 
Wee See ME... carcrescoes a rrr ree 22.5 (CBS) 
I'VE GOT A SECRET .... hewep eee sean eeeenees 22.4 (CBS) 
VIDEO THEATRE . errr re re rere eer ee 21.3 (NBC) 
SY MUR BPW Sesccsccvececscceccess ‘ 19.9 (CBS) 
i, a A SE cébeheudneoerstheenerececsesss 18.8 (CBS) 
SEE DEUETTIEEEEE S066 0006000066 cicceseeedncers 18.7 (CBS) 
a . ror Fase die ianb thas Wikek irk ais. eace «ale wae 18.4 (NBC) 
pp i, rrr TT Te Ter rT erie 18.4 (CBS) 








Bergen Laments Plight of Comics 


TV Burns ’Em Up Too Fast; Says He’ll Be ‘Washed 
Up in Two Years’ 


+ 


Hollywood, Aug. 14. 
Television is burning up _ its 
comedians at a rapid rate and, 
few replacements in sight, 
will be less and less com- 


on the air waves. Edgar Ber- 
gen last week made this observa- 
tion and prediction that he’d be 
washed up in two years, at the pres- 
ent pace. 

The vet performer, host of CBS- 
TV “Do You Trust Your Wife?” 
said comedians who were stars for 
25 vears have been “washed up in 
six months,” and asked, ‘Where | 
are you going to get comics to re- | 
place them?” 


with 
there 
edyv 





“TV is not the nicest thing that 
every happened to a _ performer. 
| got tired of reading that I was 


too, old’ tor tv and I finally got 
into it. Also, this particular for- 
mat only required 12 minutes of 


material each week, since the con- 
stants are on the rest of the 
time. I took this show because if |! 
it's lousy, you can blame it on the | 
ontestants; but when the come- | 
dian is out there alone, they blame | 
him. Even though I use compara- 
tively little material each week, 
('m prepared to be washed up in 
two vears,” said Bergen. 

“No comedian should be on tv} 
once a week; he shouldn’t be on} 
more than once a month. But I'm | 
violating that rule and will suffer | 
it sooner or later. But I don’t 
care. The idea of a weekly show | 

good for the sponsor, but not | 
for the comedian. Networks and | 
igencies owe it to the performers 

ho have sacrificed their careers | 
by serving as guinea pigs in tv to 
sive them work on radio. At least 
bread-and-butter. It’s so un- 


(Continued on page 44) 


‘Omni’ to Explore 
Gettysburg Battle 


The major opus on “Omnibus” in 
its gst ABC-TV season will be an | 
‘ariy January presentation, prob- | 
bly based in its entirety on ned 

tattle of xyettysburg.” Delbert 
Mann has been hired by preducer | 
Robe Saudek to direct the “ex- 
imination” of the battle’s compet- 
ing strategies. 

[t's understood that the show 
which will be almost entirely live, 

ili be one of those large-cast, 
ighIy-complicated cueing affairs, 
1 la “Night to Remember” on 
Kraft. Marginal film will be used 
for wide-angles of battle scenes, | 
With live cameras segueing into 
closeups of the same scenes. 

It’s not the first time for a Sau-| 
dek-Mann collaboration, The di- | 
rector did the Harvard U. stanza | 
last semester and other “Omnis,” | 
including the Hal March-starrer, | 
“Bank ot England Forgery.” 

January program will highlight | 
“Omni’s” Americana offerings. | 
Stanza, to show “why the battle | 


te 


ol 


Ss 





rt 


War-consciousness” since the pub-| 
lication of MacKinlay Kantor’s 
“Andersonville.” 





Snore-Filled Room 


The tv networks, which have 
a $17,000,000 expense. tab rid- 
ing on the current political 
conventions, did a slow—or 
maybe it was a fast-burn at 
last week's New Yorker mag 
cover. 

It depicted a man fast asleep 
in tront of his tv set which was 
turned in to the convention 
hoopla. 








ithe current 


| Leo 


| and 


_ cessor 


GM's $4,000,000 
Stake in WWW’ 
Heartens Webs 


There was something akin to re- 
joicing at NBC last week when 
General Motors broke the ice on 
standoffishness of the 
automotive industry on tv sponsor- 
ship. GM came through with a $1,- 
500,000 order for the 
one-third sponsorship of the net- 
work’s Sunday afternoon 
Wide World” display. As result 
“WWW” now enjoys an SRO status 
with upwards of $4,000,000 in cor- 
porate GM billings for the 20 al- 
ternate-week 90-minute offerings. 

Big question now is whén, if and 
how the 
panies will 
tv swing. 


join in the 
There’s little available 


= fe 








By GEORGE ROSEN 


|ed formats 





remaining | 


“Wide | 


remaining aloof auto com- | 
return-to- | 


prime time left and it's the feeling | 


in some quarters that the com- 
panies will turn to saturation spot 
campaigns timed for the major 
fall-winter push on new models. 

Depending on how big these 
drives are, spot tv billings could 
be in for 
fall, since it’s estimated that there 
is still about $20,000,000 in uncom- 
mitted Detroit tv coin. 


| Was Leo Rosen Fired 
- Or Did He Resign As 





Gen. Mgr. of WPTR?, 


Albany, Aug. 14. 
Albany dailies gave a play last 
week to conflicting explanations of | 
Rosen's bowout gene! ral | 
of the Schine-owned 


as 
manager 
@WPrRr. 
Rosen, former theatre manager 
later a television consultant 
for Fabian, was quoted as szying, 
“IT did not resign. 


an unprecedented wind- | 


| CBS-TV’s 


The tv 
roster for 


networks’ programming 
the 1956-57 semester, as 
broken down chart-wise “in last 
/week’s Variety, is singularly re- 
| ° ° . 

vealing from this standpoint 
| there is a virtual total blackout on 
arything that can be labelled either 
imaginative or creative-in-concept 


In pursuing the patterns of the, 
it | 


preceding year, the networks, 
would seem, are primarily dedi- 
cated to a glorification of those 
shows which, whatever their 
in the realm of qualitative 
gramming, came off best on 
Nielsen and Trendex returns. 

Thus for a medium still flaunting 
its “First Decade” banner, the 
raising of the °56-'57 curtain will 
show unmistakable signs of beard- 
and program content ! 
more suggestive of an age-old in- | 
dustry struggling to stay alive. It’s 
only two short vears since the Pat | 
Weaver era of spectacularizing the 


pro- 
the 


spectrum upset the hoary patterns | 
from the | 
less- inspired radio days and which | 


which were a carryover 


gave promise of a permanency in 
exciting and stimulating video 
fure. But, either because’ spec 
sponsors are hard to come by these 
days (particularly since the anto- 
motive industry, their principal 
underwriters, have gone into tem- 
porary retreat) or 
time-honored sliderule bugaboo 
(cost-per-thousand), the spee has 


already gone into a _ period of, 
decline. 

Yet in the whele roster of pro- 
gramming designed for network 
showcasing next season, it’s only} 
in the area of the big-big-big show 
that one has to look for even a 
modicum of enthusiasm. It’s the 
10-show roster of ‘Producers’ 


Showcase” 
its Old Vic presentation of “Romeo 
and Juliet.” its John Huston-Ana- 
tole Litvek-William Wyler direc- 
torial “firsts,” its Audrey Hepburn- 
Mel Ferrer and Lynn Fontanne- 
Alfred Lunt casting parlays that 
hold the promissory notes on stim- 
ulation and elevating the tastes of 
the viewer. 

Or again the emergence of ‘‘Play- 
house 90” as a 90-minute dramatic 
entry on the CBS-TV roster which 
represents a laudable’ breaking 
away from established weekly for- 
mula (made even more challenging 
by its slotting a_ back-to-back 
entry with the hour-long “Climax’”’ 
series). Or yet again in some of 
the projected “Omnibus” chapters 
designed to match last season's 
“Constitution” series, plus the am- 
bitious “See It Now” assignments. 

TVaricose Veins 

Save for these and a few other 
notable exceptions, however, the 
Trendex & Nielsen-consciousness 
en the part of the networks was 
never more pronounced. Because 
“$64,000 Question” still 
lrules the rating roost, the giant 
| jackpot quizzers will be all over 
the lot next seasen, with NBC 
utilizing them as a major source 
of attack against the formidable 
| CBS competition. NBC, in fact, has 
(Continued on page 44) 


as 
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JOE CATES SIGNS 
7-YR. NBC-TV PACT 


Joe Cates has been signed to a 
seven-year deal by NBC under 
which he’ll operate as a producer- 
director and as a general program 
‘development and _ creative’ fac- 
| Serum. Cates, who ankled his post 


I was fired.” Ro-tat Entertainment Productions Inc. 


sen also claimed he was dropped |(ex-Louis G. Cowan) as producer- 
from the WPTR payroll on the director of the “$64,000 Question- 


|June day he suffered a_ heart | Challenge” brace of shows over 
attack. |the weekend, starts at NBC-TV 
A Schine spokesman in Glovers-| Sept. 1, with his first assignment 


ville declared, 
He submitted his 

‘which was accepted.” 
Jack Barrett, news 


last Thursday (2)” and that a suc-! 
would be named 


near future.” 


led y editor of | 
enced the way it did,” is timed to| WPTR, had issued a brief state- strength of Cates’ 
coincide with the increasing “Civil| ment that Rosen resigned “as of | “The Bachelor” 


“in the produced-directed. 


“He was not fired.|that of producer-director for the 
resignation, Nov 3 Button 


Shoes” spec on 
Nov. 24, a Saturday night venture. 

Deal was signed largely on the 
showing with 
spec earlier this 
which he packaged and 
John Green- 


‘summer, 


jhut agented the deal. 


Wo A BEARD 


merit 


because of the, 


with its Sadler’s Wells, | 


V—DECADENCE IN A DECADE 








A. C.’s Low Current 
Another spec hit the Tren- 
dex dust over the weekend, 
with NBC-TV’s “Atlan ic City 
Holiday” going under by a 7:30 
to 9 Sunday (12) score of 12.1 
to CBS-TV’s 19.1 average. Sit- 
uation was far worse in the 
8 to 9 hour, with Phil Silvers 
(subbing for the recuperating 
Ed Sullivan) almost doubling 
the NBC score with a 24.1 av- 
erage to the spec’s 12.5. 

ABC as usual ran last, with 
the average for the hour and 
a half (compr ising a conven- 
tion preview and an hour-long 
| “Famous Film Festival”) at 

3.5 but the 8 to 9 hour an im- 

provement at 4.2. 





Kraft TV Budget 
To Hit $6,000,000 
On Super Dramas. 


“Kraft TV Theatre.” which 
produced by J. Walter Thompson 
agency, is upping its budget from 
$4,000,000 to at least 
next season for its 60-minute 
Wednesday night NBC-TV drama 
series. Taking its cue from last 
season’s memorable “Night To Re- 
' member” drama based on the sink- 
ing of the Titanic, the Kraft stanza 
will shoot for a continuing cycle 
of superdramas designed to give 
the Wednesday hour an aura ot! 
| bigness. (Total production cost on 
“Night To Remember” came to 
$150,000.) 





cost-no-object framework will be 
an original teledrama based on the 
life of Mickey Meantle. It will be 
done on Oct. 3, the night of the 
opening of the World Series, with 
an origination from whatever Na- 
tional League city wins the pen- 
nant. Mantle, ot course, will be 
recruited for the performance. 

JWT producers are currently 
scouting all property availabilities 
which will fit into the “big con- 
cept” of programming. Kraft, 
which was the first of the major 
tv drama series, marks its 10th 
anni on the air next May. 


WRCA- TV Tinting Up 
New Hy Gardner Seg, 
John McCaffery News 


As a keystone in fall color 
programming scheme, WRCA-TV, 
the N. Y. NBC-TV flagship, is slot- 
ting New York Herald Tribune 
columnist Hy Gardner in a new 
i0-minute strip at 11:20 p.m., lead- 
ing into the network’s “Tonight” 
show. At the same time, station 
is converting the John K. M. Mc- 
Caffrey “11th Hour News” to tint, 
giving it a complete 11 to 
nightly tint block, since Tex An- 
toine’s weather cast are already in 
color at 11:10-11:15. 

New Gardner show, which in 
addition to his Sunday half-hour 
on the station, will replace the 10- 
minute local-only Steve Allen seg- 
ment that segues into “Tonight,” 
reason being the tint conversion. 
The new Gardner series will have 
a format that opens with simu- 
lated phone call by Gardner to the 
Trib, giving the paper last-minute 








its 


] 


A 


1S 


,column items, then switching to a} 


{VIP interview. New show, to- 
gether 
sion to tint, preems 
There’s also the 
the Gardner show 
ed to other NBC-TV o&o’s. 


| As to the McCaffrey newscast, 


10. 
that 


Sept. 
possibility 


idea is to do the live segments in' 


.color but with newsfilm in black 
and white, since newsfilm isn’t be- 
ing shot in color these days. 
Eventually, station hopes to get at 


least part of the footage in tint. 


j too. 


is | 


Initial entry under the expanded | 


11:30 | 


with the newscast conver- | 


may be extend-| 


ING Ve MEDIUM There’ s a Big Ford Motor Plum In 


Some Television Network's Future 


+ 


Ford Motor 
{unprecedented plum at 
| television networks, in effect tell- 
'nig them to write their own com- 
petitive ticket for one of the juic- 
iest sponsorship contracts yet to hit 
the medium. Ford has asked each 
}ol the webs to come up with a 
lecreative and _ prestige-type—yet 
|; commercial—tormat which would 
be used to sell all types of Ford 
products, not limited to the car 
lines alone but extending to acces- 
_sories, motors, etc. The word from 

Ford is that the “sky’s the limit” 
, on budget, provided the format is 
| right. 

Auto company hasn't made any 
specifications to the webs—format 
could range from a half-hour to 90 
| minutes, from dramaties to cul- 
|tural. The only specification other 
than that it be creative and com- 
mercial is that it be ready for this 
fall, a matter of a couple of months 
at the outside. 

Ford had already 
such idea to CBS, 
Lively Arts” series patterned after 
“Omnibus.” Now it has gone to 
NBC and ABC as well, asking them 
to come up with something. Show 
would not be used for strictly in- 
stitutional pitches, as Ford used 

Producers’ Showcase.” but would 
‘involve direct and hard-sell com- 
/ mercials. 


Co. has thrown an 


the three 


broached one 
the “Seven 





$6,000,000 | 


“War & Peace’ On 
NBC Opera Roster 


NBC Opera Theatre has firmed 
its six offerings for next sea- 
son, wih the lineup highlighted 
by two premieres, one of them the 
world premiere of a new work 
commissioned by the network and 
the other the American preem of 
Prokofieyv’s “War and Peace.” The 
,; world preem carries the working 
title of “La Grande Betesche,” 
written by S‘anley Hollingsworth 
on commission from NBC and 
based on a Balzac story. 

All of the 
|eeption — of 
“Amahl and 
will be done 


up 


the ex- 
now-traditional 
the Night Visitors” 
for the first time by 
the NBC Opera and all will be in 
new English versions. The Gian- 
|Carlo Menotti work, of course, will 
be carried for the Christmas sea- 
son, on Dec. 16 and will be in color. 
At least two others will also be 
tinted, comprising the first three 
{otf the season. 

Schedule kicks off Nov 
la new English version of 
‘La Baheme.” 
in English before, 
Dietz version on 
the NBC Opera 


operas with 
the 


18 with 
Puccini's 
Work has been done 
in the Howard 
“Omnibus,” but 
presentation will 
use a new English libretto. Fol- 
lowing “Amahl,” on Jan. 13, will 
be “War and Peace,” and this will 
represent only the second presen- 
tation of the revised version out- 
side Russia, the first having been 
at the,Florence Festival a couple 
of years back. Prokofiev, aside 
from composing the score. co-au- 
(Continued on » pees 44) 


sites “s Off 
A Few More Weeks 


liv “ will be off his Sun- 
BS-TV hour for an- 
other three or four weeks. No 
complications following his auto 
injury of a couple of weeks ago, 
but he’s described as generally 
run-down and has been ordered to 
| rest by the medics. 

Meanwhile, Sullivan’s producer, 
Marlo Lewis, is busy rounding up 
replacements. Phil Silvers subbed 
last Sunday night, but nobody’s 
| been set yet for this coming Sun- 
‘day. Hal March was considered, 
but was ruled out because he’s 
slated to do a show for Chevrelet 
in the fall resulting in a conflict 
with Sullivan’s Lincoln-Mercury 
sponsors. Lewis is talking to Wil- 
liam Holden, among others, about 





Ed Sul 
day night 


jreplacement stints. 
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Jean Shepherd Sounds Off About 
Radio—And Everybody s Listening 


By BOB CHANDLER 
Is there a mass 


should the 


radio anymore or 
medium tailor itself for highly se- | 
lective audience groups? The Is- | 


sue. one of increasing importance, 
was thrown into sharp perspective 


last week with the bouncing by 
WOR, N. Y., of Jean Shepherd, 
the 1 a.m.-to-dawn gabber who's 


become a literary celebrity be-| 
cause of a hoax inaugurated on 
his show and who typifies the “‘se- 
lective” personality via a fiercely | 
loyal following running largely in 
the intellectual bracket. 

WOR dropped Shepherd on the 
basis that he wasn’t “commercial.” 
But Shepherd points in turn to the 
literary hoax started on his show 


that’s turned into the real thing 
with an initial Ballantine Books 
(130.000-copy) press run on the 


“Frederick R. Ewing” (Shepherd 
and Theodore Sturgeon) novel, “I, 
Libertine.” Last April, Shepherd, 
who mostly talks on his show on 
a wide variety of subjects, told his 
listeners to go out and buy a 
non-existent book, “I, Libertine,” 
by the non-existent Ewing. » Lis- 
teners started a run on 
stores and libraries to the point 
where Ian. Ballantine came_ to 
Shepherd and asked him to sit 
down and write the book, which he 
did in collaboration with Stur- 
geon. The result has been a 
world-wide publicity payoff and an 
initial order of 130,000 copies. 

If that's not being commercial, 


Shepherd states, what is? It’s 
about time, he declares, that the | 
radio industry realized that it’s 


no longer a mass medium and that 
it must program accordingly. 
“There's a_ difference between 
thinking and belief,” says Shep- 
herd (who incidentally is being 
wooed to return by WOR on the 
basis of listener protests and who 
meanwhile is muiling three other 


offers, one from CBS). “The radio 
industry operates on belief, not on 
thought. It believes it’s a mass 


medium with a mass audience, but 
it’s not. People simply don't lis- 
ten to radio anymore unless it can 
give them something they can’t 
get anywhere else. 

‘Teeners Don’t Buy Chevys’ 


“This whole pop music and 
rock ‘n’ roll pattern is way oft 
base,” he maintains. ‘‘The entire 


industry is programming for the 
teenager. But the teenager isn’t 
the one who buys tke Chevrolet 
that’s being advertised, and any- 
one who thinks he can sell autos 
through the teenager is just kid- 
ding himself. Sure, the teenager 
(Continued on pene 44) 


Gotta Figure 3-Year 
Longevity for the Best 
Of Them, Sez Jordan 


Wallace Jordan, head of the tv- 
radio department of Williamg Mor- 
ris Agency, is attuned to the idea 
that talent negotiations 
might be predicated on a two-or 
three-year longevity of a star, par- 
ticularly a comedian, if the history 
of television’s fickleness is any- cri- 
terion. 

After the first-year flush of new- 
found fame, wherein the public is 
enthused about the ‘‘new,” fo?-free 
entertainment favorite whom it 
permits to come into its homes, the 
second year becomes the challenge 
to stay up there: and the third 
year may well prove the 
of the decline. if not the 
eclipse. 

As Jordan surveys the 
video screen, and 
stable of talent 
the realization looms 
stars who can make 
term deals are smart. “But.” 
Jordan, ‘‘those lifetime | deals 
a thing of the past now. 

In actuality there are any num- 
ber of household favorites faced 
with the task of a grim uphill 
climb back into public favor, and 
for most of it may only be achieved 
with a complete reversal or, at the 
very least, a rewrite of the basic 
pattern or formula which first 
brought them to attention. 

All of which is another way of 
saying that the performer is the 
least to blame—the public is so 
show-wise, and so hip to new val- 
ues, that their loyalties are fleeting 
and ever vacillating. 


actual 


current 
with a potent 
in his own agency, 
those long- 
adds 
are 


audience for | 


book- | 


hereafter | 


beginning | 


that the! 





‘Charlie’s Aunt’ for ‘90’ 


Aug. 14. 





Hollywood, 

CBS-TV producer 

lis has acquired the radio-tv rights 

to the perennial 
by Brandon Thomas. 

It will be aired on 





Martin Manu- | 
“Charlie’s Aunt,” | 


CBS-TV’s 


“Playhouse | 90” this coming season. | 


NBC-TV Mulling 


Half-Hour Format 








NBC-TV is 
the 
the weeknight 
| half-hour entries, while 
back its “News Caravan” to 7:15 
p.m. and dropping its music strip, 
as CBS-TV did last year. The most 
pressing reason is the current 
sponsorship status of the music- 
and-news setup, with what’s tanta- 
|}mount to three open quarter-hours 
'a week at a time when sponsors | 
are clamoring at the door to clear 


possibilities of 


7:30 to 8 strip with 


schedule, 

Ostensibly, the “News 
' with Chet Huntley as the new com- 
mentator vice John Cameron 
Swayze, is SRO for the fall, with 
National Carbon pencilled in to re- 
place R. J. 
day-Thursday sponsor. 
joker, however; 


Caravan,” 


There’s a 
National Carbon is 
only in for four weeks—after Nov. 
1, the two nights open up again. 
This, combined with the one (Mon- 
day) open musie quarter-hour, 
means that NBC’s got its 7:30-8 
problems, and this is highlighted 
by the very fact that the web 
|; would sell a multi-million doliar 
proposition like the newscasts on 
a four-weeks-only basis. 
Militating against such a 
to 7:15, however, are several fac- 
; tors, the key to which is the fact 
that the show would no longer be 
in network option time but would 
fall into station time. This poses 
a number of questions, not the 
least of which is the matter of 
station clearance. There’s no doubt 





move 


that NBC would lose some sta- 
tions, though it’s not predictable 
how many, and this might well af- 


fect any sponsor pitches. For an- 
other thing, NBC has its longrange 
consideration the matter 
er it is justified in not providing 
a national news service within op- 
tion hours. and is reluctant to 
change on the basis it might not 
be fulfilling its proper functions 
and services to stations. 

Final factor is the time consid- 
erations involved’ with 
broadcasts. 
Milwaukee, for the 


example, cur- 


rent 7:45-8 ‘‘News Caravan” is 
aired at 5:45, and a_ half-hour 
earlier would stand little chance 
|of getting the male portion of the 
family. Even if tape gets to the 
point of perfection where NBC 
could feed newsfilm by tape to 


stations for use on local newscast§, 
it’s not in effect providing the kind 
of national coverage it feels it 
must. 


LUX’S $6,500,000 
‘TV THEATRE’ TAB 


Lever Bros. has formally signed 
its renewal with NBC-TV for the 
Thursday night “Lux Video Thea- 
tre” series, which comes as no sur- 





prise. But the coin for time and 
| program is at a new high—$6,500,- 
000 for the 52 weeks. 

| Renewal was set via J. Walter 
Thompson, which will continue to 
originate the stanza from the 
Coast.. 


CBS-TV Uns Wink Winkler 


|ler to the post of director of pro- 
/duction operations under opera- | 
tions v.p. Edward L. Saxe last 
week, and named Robert Milford 
to replace Winkler as production 
‘manager of the program depart- 
ment. 
jsince March of 1953. 


1:30 to 8 Period 


actively exploring | 
programming | 


pushing | 


| 
| 
| 


time in the rest of the nighttime | 


Reynolds as the Mon- | 


| ketball 














SAMMY KAYE 
Swinging and Swaying 
On Tour 

Aug. 18 thru Aug. 24 

Surf Club, Virginia Beach, Va. 
Columbia Records - current release, 
“EVERY SUNDAY MORNING” 
b/w “ONCE AGAIN.” 

New Album Release: 
Sammy Kaye Swings and Sways 
MY FAIR LADY (For Dancing) 

On ABC Radio—‘Sunday Serenade” 


WINS’ Major Bid 
As Sports Station 


Indie WINS is out to become ra- | 
dio’s topdog in sports in the N. Y. 
metropolitan area. A large sports 
schedule for fall, which the sta- 
tion is still negotiating, will soften 








slightly the music policy devel- 
oped under the old manager, Bob 
Leder. He moved over to WOR, 


the Mutual key, recently. 
A rival indie, WMGM was the big 





gun in radio sports coverage until 
the end of the 1954-55 ges Last | 
season, WINS had the Ranger | 
hockey sked from Madison Square 
Garden plus a few Knick pro bas- | 
games, and it’s continuing | 
through the summer with its regu- 
lar Yankee baseball. Going places 
in sports, WINS will carry the en- | 
tire Knick lineup of 72 games this 
season, plus 12 regular season and | 
six exhibition games by the foot- 
ball Giants, for a_ greatly wt 


| tended athletic setup. 


of wheth- | 


delayed | 
It’s pointed out that in | 


| 


| week, 
| two nights’ 


Jock Fernhead, new manager of | 
the station, also pacted for the | 
Navy football games in the fall. 

To strengthen’ the _ station’s 
sports stature, Marty Glickman is | 
being brought over to WINS for 
the first time, to regularly co-an- 
nounce the Giant football frays on 
Sundays. Les Keiter, WINS sports 
chief, will also be in on Giant 
play-by-play. Keiter and WINS 
ayem deejay, Pat Hurley, will co- 
gab the Knick games, it’s under- 
stood. 


| 








FAULK WINSROUND 
IN SUIT VS. AWARE 


First round in the legal battle | | for Toronto emanation, such names |tick pian 


be‘ween WCBS (N.Y. gabber 
John Henry Faulk a AW ARE, 
INC., anti-Communist organization, 


went to Faulk. Last week, a Su-| 
preme Court Justice threw out | 
AWARE’s challenge to the libel | 
suit. 

Justice Saul S. Streit ruled that | 
when AWARE, in its publication, 
listed Faulk’s “various types of | 
participation in activities ee | 
sored by Communist front organi- | 
zations,” it might be construed 
that the plaintiff was either a Red 
or that he had cooperated in Com- 


munist activities. Faulk brought | 
suit against the organization, al- 
leging that as a result of their | 


coupling him with pinko groups he | 
lost many radio sponsorships. 

The judge, 
ion, is said to have ruled that de- 
fendants had no right to suggest 
an individual was pro-Commie un- 
less they could show their facts to | 
be true. Throwing out the AWARE 
appeal, Streit gave the defendants 
20 days ‘“e file an amended answer. 





DuP’s ‘Caravan’ Option 


Du Pont has taken an option on 


CBS-TV upped E. Carlton Wink- | sponsorship of the NBC-TV “News 


Caravan” for after Nov. 1. Option, 
terminating at the end of this 
would be for either one or 
sponsorship weekly. 


|The Monday and Thursday seg- 


Winkler held the latter post | 


'ments of the show open up after 


Nov. 1, when National Carbon’s 


} sponsorship ends, 


| WCAU-TV, 


| join them in the fall. 


| bray, 


| to 9 p.m., 


| 
in an eight-page opin- | 
| 





TV Makes 


the News 


Broadcasting as a news making vehicle, now hitting the jackpot 
with the political conventions, has made the newspaper phrase 
“told a nationwide television audience” almost as familiar to the 
American public as the dateline appearing with the stories. 


When a politico makes the headlines Monday morning . 


~ « ne 


discerning reader like the movie fan of Westerns finds that the 
politico “went that-a-way” on one of the many tv panel shows the 


previous day. 


ference,” 


Upsetting this Sunday-on-tv-Monday-in-the news- 
papers pattern somewhat is NBC’s Martha Rountree 
telecast Wednesday night. 


“Press Con- 


Here are a number of examples from Monday’s (13) newspapers: 


Senator Hubert Humphrey, D., 
the 
Nation,” 


vice-presidential nomination, 


Minn., pushing his campaign for 
appeared on CBS’ “Face the 


and asked patience on the Southern bias problem. 


F. Joseph Donohue, campaign manager for Senator Estes Kefau- 


ver of Tennessee, appearing on 


ABC’s “College Press Confer- 


ence,” cited the support of the South for the vice-presidential nom- 


ination for Kefauver. 


Probably no previous convention has had as many question and 
answer tv news shows to brief the American public with the issues 


. and to create as much news 


copy ... as the current Windy 


City conclave and the upcoming Republican one in San Francisco. 
Additional newspaper clips bear this out: 


Gov. Albert B. Chandler, Ky., 
Know” show, NBC-TV, Sundays, 
active” President. 

huy Wilkins, exec secretary of 


Advancement of Colored People” on NBC-TV’s 


on a recent “Youth Wants To 
cited the need for a “vigorous, 


the National Association for the 
“Meet the Press” 


program called on both parties to implement the Supreme Court 


decision on integration. 


Senator Joseph R. McCarthy on Mutual’s “Reporters Roundup,” 


which also is filmed for 


Nixon. 


syndication, 


saw no reason to dump 


Other news clips gathered the past two weeks on broadcasting’s 
news making role deal with on-the-spot press conferences such as 
that of the departure Aug. 5 from Washington of Paul M. Butler, 


the Dem’s national chairman. 


His televised forecast of Demo- 


cratic unity on the civil rights platform made the lead story in 
the New York Times the following day 


Additional 


consistent headline makers 


include: “American 


Forum.” NBC-TV; and occasionally Mutual’s “State of the wetter.” 





—} 





Anyone for Cyanide! 


NARTB Seal Rings Down on Incestuous Faux Pas 


In Movie heuneneee 





Forrest Quits WCAU-TV 


Philadelphia, Aug. 14. 

A. Forrest, manager of 
program department, | 
has announced his | 
effective Sept. 1. 
been in conversa- | 
and is expected to 


Robert 
television 


resignation, 
Forrest has 
tions with NBC 





Chrysler Specs 
Set for Canada: 


| was in progress, 
| ticular night an old silent fugitive 





Pact Top Names 


Toronto, Aug. 14. 

Six produced-in-Toronto one- 
hour spectaculars under the label 
of “Chrysler Festival” will lead off 
the Canadian Broadcasting Corp. 
autumn roster, these to be pro- | 
duced by the CBC for Chrysler | 
| Corp. of Canada Ltd. and using, | 


|as Mario Lanza, Giselle MacKen- 
zie, Harry Belfonte, Nanette Fa- | 
Oscar Peterson, Alec Temple- | 
ton, Tito Gobi, Glenn Gould, Jose | ¢ 
Greco. Series starts Nov. 14 and 
| will run a full hour, commenicing | 
|at 10 p.m, for full trans-Canada 
treatment. 

With Buffalo, favorite dial twist | 
for Toronto area tv viewers, now | 
dropping out of a hefty merchan- | 
dising orbit—unless viewers wish | 
to install an expensive device tor 
catch Channel 17—the CBC will 


| carry the NBC “Perry Como Show” | 
night live from 8 


every Saturday 

this starting Sept. 29. 
According to the new Fall sched- 

ule announced by the State-operat- 


(Continued on page 44) 


WINNICK’S THIRD G-T 





PKGE. FOR BRITISH TV, 


- Maurice Winnick,  ex-London 
bandleader turned radic-tv pack- 
ager, has been in N. Y. on a quickie 
to sew up “‘Two For The Money,” 
his third Goodson-Todman pack- 
age. He already has ‘“What’s My 
Line?” and “I Got A Secret” on 
BBC; “Money” goes commercial 
via Rediffusion. A fourth G-T 
package, ‘‘Beat The Clock,” is con- 
trolled by the Grades and Val Par- 
nell, also via British commercial 
tv. 

“Money” debuted 


last ‘night 


| frankly 
| kind of way. So. 
|; mama comes back to the stack and 





(Tues.) in London. 


Huntington, W. Va., Aug. 14. 

Strong men wept and hari-kari 
| knives gleamed in the moonlight 
the other night at WSAZ-TV in 
Huntington, W. Va. A regular late 
program called “Movie Museum” 
and on this par- 
from the cutting floor 


room was 


| being shown. 


The meller-drammer begins with 
the old father-deserts-mother and 
child bit, and mother’s clutch is 
beginning to slip. Desperate, she 
ays her baby beside a convenient 
haystack and dashes off the set 
for help. Enter farmer Brown, the 
breadwinner for an _ apparently 
fruitless union, who spies the kid 
and takes it home with him. It 
seems he and the Missus want a 
kid in the worst kind of way, and 
this kid is in the worst 
». anyway, when 
discovers her baby has_ been 
snatched, she unravels completely. 
After a perfunctory examination 
of the haystack and a quick look 
under a nearby rock, she gives up 
and splits the scene, 


Eighteen years pass, the ricky- 
Oo music reaches an ear- 
|splitting crescendo, and presto! 
Baby has grown into a beautiful 
girl with lots of eligible suitors 
from the sodbuster set. But she 
has eyes for only one... you 
guessed it... dear old dad, slick 
as a whistle in his Brooks Brothers 
| overalls and driving a Jaguar trace 
tor. Neither baby nor daddy knows 
who the other really is, so they 
decide to get hitched. Meanwhile, 
|mom is out of Bellevue and comes 


(Continued on page 47) 


Tough TV Sledding 
For Hub Performers 


As Live Shows Exit 





ye Boston, Aug. 14. 


With WNAC-TV pushing toward 
No. 1 position as leading film sta- 
tion and WBZ-TV concentrating on 
matching it, live tv shows here 
look to be down the drain. 

WBZ-TV, which quit its “Swan 
Boat” live show, has revamped its 
entire format with emphasis on 
film. Ending of “Swan Boat” left 
Nelson Bragg, emcee, and Cindy 
Lord and Lindy Doherty, -singers, 
out of jobs. 

Cindy and Lindy are deserting 
tv for the nitery circuit and will 
open in a new act at the Bradford 
Roof, Aug. 29. 

Boston entertainers are finding 
little opportunity in Hub tv. 
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CHI’S ‘ACHING BAC 





Chi-to-Frisco's ‘Operation Airlift 


Chicago, Aug. 14. 


An “operation airlift” of herculean proportions has been map- 
ped for this weekend to transport nearly 1,000 radiv-tyv staffers 
and upwards of 30,000 pounds of equipment when the networks 
and indie stations move their base of operation from Chi’s Inter- 
national Amphitheatre half way across the continent to Frisco’s 
Cow Palace where the Republicans take over the spotlight Mon- 


day (20). 


It's a doubletime logistic maneuver that would do justice to a 
small army with only at best 60 hours for the crosscountry sprint 


between the time the Democrats finish their show 


night (17) and the opening GOP 


late Friday 
convention gavel next Monday. 


And that’s assuming, as seems likely at this point, that the Dems 
will have their presidential and vice presidential nominees selected 
in time for the Friday night finale. 

As with the convention coverage proper, the airlift is partly a 


pooled project. 


The networks’ key newsmen and technicians will 


take off from Chi'’s Midway airport in two special planes immedi- 
ately after the adjournment gavel bangs at the International Am- 


phitheatre. 
two top priority DC-7 flights. 
The essential gear needed out 


Each web has been assigned 39 seats on each ot these 


in Frisco will be loaded into a 


pooled DC-6 cargo plane with each of the three tv nets alloted 


10.060 pounds, 


This priority transfer will operate on a tight 18-hour schedule. 
This means the gear must be packed and on board six hours after 
the end of the Dem’s show, six hours are being allowed for flight 
time and six hours at the Coast end and to get the machinery set 


up. 


The rest of the troops will make the trip via regularly sched- 
uled United, American and TWA flights which will have blocks of 
seats reserved for the radio-tv personnel. 











Ex-President Proves To Be Darling of The TV 
Networks With Pro-Harriman Bombshell 
ce eae . 
Chicago, Aug. 14. Pills & Shills 
The political bombshell tossed Chicago, Aug. 14 
last week by Harry Truman turned They're taking no chances 
my hat . ‘legates might get 
out to be a tv bonanza, The former | po Ral = a Pome ‘ie 


the Democratic | 
pre-convention period from te 
doldrums by announcing his can- 
dicate on the air, thereby giving tv 


President rescued 


its first big break HST, always 
the darling of the newsmen, is now 
the hero of the webs And they 
uve frankly grateful 


Broadcasting industry had spent 
four years building up to the big- 


gest job of electronic reporting in 
all history It came to Chicago 
with its biggest, its best, its new- 
est And it came face to face with 
what threatened to be a lacklustre 
story to tell. 

TV worked efficiently and 
smoothly as it covered the -pre- 


doings But directors 
harked back nos- 

Sure, they were 
less sure of their pow- 


convention 
and newsmen 
talgically 
greene. 


to °52 


ard 


erful medium then, But what a 
story! 

Inste of the two well-man 
nered 1} 10} presidental candi 
dates of ‘56, there were at least six 
hopefuls last time— all bristling 
with hope and brimming with col- 
{ One couldn’t help remember 

t} t vilat f ( 

{ { ado r @ “Vee \ 

be Barkley. the reluctant ca 


Ampex Plays Key 


Role at Convention 


cratic shindig here this week. 


Convention's emergency 


medical centre at the tnterna- 
tional Amphitheatre is 
equipped this year with a gen 
erous supply of tranquilizing 
pills being doled out to any 
and all who feel they're rac 
ing motor 


their 





Big Show Accents 
Tailored - for - TV 


Reinsch Technique 


Chicago, Aug. 15 
Fact that the Democrats’ conven- 


[10n 


arrangement were mastet 
minded by a broadcaster, in the 
person of J. Leonard Reinsch, man 
aging director of the Cox stations, 
enerally conceded to be a big 
boon to the networks and independ 
t stations in bringing off the bi 
Reinsch’s awareness of and 
familiarity with the media’s prob 
lems is credited wit smoothing 
out a lot of the kink hat’ always 
crop up in an opération of this 
magnitude. 
Reinsch of course had a strong 
voice in the party’s councils in 
eeking to tailor the event along 


showmanly lines for the benefit of 


e hoped-for 100,000,000 viewers 
But, perhaps more importantly, he 
, hie 4+aff 17 . « 
Ga NiS Staitl ient a npatnetic eal 
, 1 , . 
( 0, Au , o the radio-tv problems. In‘ fact 
( c} ‘ Fs +] 
> : 3 ‘ e are beefs iron ne news 
2 with 10 s paper lads that the whole shindig 
epresented, Is covering tne being overiy oriented tv's 
( ention LOl only three e tion. 
clients WCAT Philadelphi: —— _ 
CW. Cin and WHO, Des|, Reinsch’s exee ant. El 
pee Réetite the fast thet ail i J te Forsling, is a forme} 
aie : BCG : > and ius a famil , 
are web affiliates, they are report- rus hie Angee ‘ ates oe 
ing regional angles by direct feed , man) ewis Gomavitz, 
to home bases longtime director of Burr Till- 
: Oe ae : " strom’s “Kuklé “ray ie,”’ 
Hollis Seavey, in charge of op- tot the Pesca ae . Pg 
‘ . > . . S: ‘Ol 4 - 
erations, attributes the falloff to | >... oe ae ae 
Me se 5 ‘ |tional committee to rig the In- 
anticipated lack of excitement. !;......4; : 
Setuvatt ra .' | ternational Amphitheatre conven- 
Saturation coverage by webs is ;; ¢ : 
ales andoublelia « tacter ;tion site, and although his first 
pte . i thought has been the comfor 
‘The more than 200 indies find g art Bae 


the cuffo Ampex Recording Center 
a genuine boon. Many with own | 
taping facilities use the four 
booths and shipping service pro-| 
vided by Ampex when overloaded. | 
Even the webs, loaded with floor | 


activities, have been sending such | 


(Continued on page 46) | 


convenience of the party bigwigs 
and delegates, the whole setup has 
been framed with an eye toward 


tv 


Same thing goes for the speakers’ 
rostrum, the focai point of the 
affair, which was specially designed 
by TelePrompter veepee Herb 
Schlafly, 








DO-IT-YOURSELF 
TW GADGET RY 


By FARRELL DAVISSON 


Chicago, Aug. 14. 

“Maneuverability” keynotes the 
Chicago convention of the Demo- 
crats this week. If this is the con- 
vention of the sore feet and the 
aching backs, it’s because the tv 
networks have gone gadget-happy 
in their unprecedented coverage 
of the big show. 


When it isn’t a toteable camera | 


convention, it’s a tv-on-wheels 
convention, with armadas of mobile 
units and “crash cars” all over the 
Chi scene. 


As befits an industry that 
thrives on gadgetry, there are 
plenty of new electronic tools get- 
ting a shakedown cruise here under 
real battle conditions. Actually. 
there is some thinking the net- 
works have gone overboard with: 
the “men from Mars” gear, espe- | 


cially on the gimmicks.that produce 


the trick effects that really add 
little to the smoothness and effi- 
}ciency ot the operation. NBC's 
1H. V. Kaltenborn expressed the 
iviews of a good many veteran 
newsmen when he candidly said 


“There's just too much mechanics 


around here to suit an old war 
horse like myself.” 

There's no denying that the 
midget cameras, with each web 
bringing in its own version of 
same, have added to the medium’s 
flexibility and what NBC's Bill 


McAndrews calls its “portability.’ 


K’ CONCLAVE 





- 








ABC Defends CBS 
Chicago, Aug. 14. 

ABC prez Robert E. Kintner 
backed CBS-TV’s action in not 
carrying a portion of the 
Democrats’ keynote film with 
a declaration that CBS “was 
perfectly within its rights to 
broadcast what it believed to 
be of the greatest. public in- 
terest.” 7 

Kintner said ABC believes 
that each network must exer- 
cise “its own editorial judg- 
ment” in the coverage of con- 
ventions and other news 
events, and the right to exer- 
cise this judgment “is as basic 
as freedom of the press and 
freedom of speech.” 





It's Field Day For 
~ Freeloaders At 
Dems’ Conciave 











The self-contained units are prov- Chicago, Aug. 14 
rida H ilitw hat . 
iding video with a mobility that Media reps never had it so good 
ximost matches that of radio. . . , 
piace’ ‘ Freelonding for radio-tv-press 
Portal-TV-Portal Coverage eee 
Pdi : Which has been mounting at politi- 
In fact. video’s fastfooted ma- 7“ 
eae | . venti iS c yen ve ‘< 
neuverability is the standout fea- ©?! Comventions past Gozen years, 
ture of the networks’ coverage this has reached a new hich at the cur- 
} . . , - 
year as they have literally blan- rent Dem VY conclave. Newsmen 
| keted every spet in town where a in eat. drink, ride, relax, all by 
news story mignt break, whethe: 
lit be the airports, depots, hotel COUrtesy Of some sponsor. 
lobbies and campaign headquar- Flashiest addition to the conven- 
| ters. And when a new development tion scene this year is RCA-NBC’s 
Siarts } c »y’re "ey ‘ P “ 
tarts to unfold they’re read to press “trailer park’ set up inside 
draw live pickups from a= halt- +1 , 
; ; ernationai uphilheatre 
dozen or more locations. ne Internationa \mphitheatre 
NBC is armed with three stand- immediately adjacent to the work- 
ard mobiles and a Cadillac “hot ing press area. Pre crecential: 
rod” with a self-contained video even those of a rival web, will get 
unit The radio side is tooling a newsman inside one of seven 
around in a gadget-laden Ford! plush airconditioned two-room! 
Thunderbird. CBS’s fleet includes trailers. Complete with telephone 
three mobile units, a Chrysler typewriters, tape orders, tv re 
convertible converted into a rolling ceivers, each one is a complete 
tv station, plus two station wagons work room. For those who preter 
carrving cameras. ABC has two/to relax, there are comfortable 
regulation mobile units and a chairs and sofas, fruit, soft drink 
Dodge station wagon rigged for and even hi-fi record players. Final 
on-the-spot pickups. Mutual is touch of luxury is a hot buffet 
using a covey otf Nash Ramblers) flanking tables set in the trail 
fol 5 AM newsmen. enclosure in format of a sidewalk 
Much of this equipment and the; cafe. And final note of hospitality 
Continued on page 38) (Continued on page 38) 
( tI Sid li ht 
Bi Sse 
By I LORENCE Ss. LOWE hope ru “$64,000 Questior 
Chieago. Aug. 14. spelling champ Gloria Lockerman 
- , J ‘i an attention-getter in the Conrad 
ineres ore than one touch of frilton lobby 
Show biz rallying round the Dem- 
my ca On delegate-alternate l acct a f 
alo following pix biz ; ; 
I » bess Dore Schary; pro : 
( Bill Goe actr nd 
-? y ) ( 
for ) Kid’ Vanessa Bro ' 
filmite Rosemary De Camp; and ge : 
Tennessean Alfred Starr, indie ex 5 a 
hibitorand former TOA prexy...| 
( } | ( 
Pro! raileryites inciude ' 
| ry f 
Geo Toastmaster Get : 
Jessel and AFM prexy Jai Pe- 4 . A iy 
trillo, both of whom were amongst : 
first to gain audiences with Harry i 
‘ruman Film star Ilon: as- , _ 
— ae az a d i ne coed Margaret Truman, whose new 
> ae ie -_ S »s Vvniie y ‘ “2 7 4 
y Sat quietly on sidelines wh NBC contract becomes effective 


i husband Donald Dawson helped 
former boss Truman map his strat- 
| egy The conventioneering 
| Peter Lawfords have a special in- 


j terest in the proceedings. Mrs. 
| Lawferd’s brother is Sen. John 
Kennedy, Mass. vice presidential 


Sept. 1, spent only two days with 
almost two weeks scheduled in the 
GOP ‘Frisco camp. Reason was 
her own Demmies in Chicago—vs. 
that her husband, New York Times- 
man Clifton Daniel, was respons- 
ible for his paper’s special conven- 





More Convention News 
on Page 38 








| tion edition for the Republican 
conclave, so had to head west well 
in advance to do the spadework. 
k owe ok 
convention casualty 


First was 








(Continued on page 46) 


Public Spanking of CBS for Nixing 
Of Demo Film Draws Stanton Fire, 


Raises Issue of Program Control 


+ 


Chicago, Aug. 14 
| Issue of control over televised 
coverage of the conventions blew 


into a fullscale hassle between the 
Democratic National Committee 
j}and CBS-TV here following an al- 


tack on the network by National 
Chairman Paul Butler and a coun- 
| terattack by CBS. prez Frank 
‘Stanton accusing the politicos of 
itrying to stifle freedom of the 
j}press. Stanton’s statement came 
ithis morning (Tues.', following 
{Butler's floor attack and = subse- 
quent press conference blast at 
ithe web for carrying only a por- 
{tion of the Democratic keynote 


| film. 
Sianton stated he shocked” 
jat Butler's “inflamatory  altack” 
fand charged he is in “fundamental 
lerror boih on the facts and on the 
principles of free press which are 
|deeply involved.” Declaring that 
ithere was never any agreement or 
| commitment 


Wa 


to carry the film, 
| Stanton stated that “far more im- 
;}portant is the vital issue of free- 


;}dom of the press which you raise. 
| Those who make the news cannot, 
in a free society, dictate to broad- 


leasters, as part of the free press, 
to what extent, where and how 
they shall cover the news Tele- 
vision and radio, in covering the 
| conventions as well as all other 
i/news events, are not mere conduits 


which must carry everything which 


the news maker demands On the 
contrary, we instst most vigorous 
that we are, and must remain, free 
to exercise oO news judgment! 
“You m ( iP) with how we 
exercise oO} I judgement in this 
‘ e but we in turn must retain 
that baste right whieh is guaran- 
teed by tl Constitution We be- 
lieve that if you examine our rec- 
ord over many years, you will find 
that we have met the basic cri 
teria Of fairness and objectivity in 
the political as well a othet Cot 
trovers il ii 
It } Demo Li¢ Na- 
tionat Chairman who put the spark 
to the tuse when he unleashed a 
bitter blast at Columbia for its 
failure to beam all of the special 
is a teature ot last 
Vie ne ( on ot 
t! pa ona convention 
ere 
Butle rub ie panking of the 
network, claiming i is nol liv- 
| ) ) ) Linent ind liy- 
fan editit the 
Ol i i d ivered 
( yeu rostrum Lie 
Inie mphitheatre nd 
+s and NB ABC-T\ 
for a ¢ 
i } } ( i 
‘ ! | { 
>» ( oO | DO r 
the | 
’ d \ e Richard 
rue { Mo \lickleson 
‘ e CB col ii 
( I t on } +6 


ping the 

ibility { 
political squeeze 
Democrats run overtime here in 
Chicago while the Republicans 
are wailing in the wings to launch 
their hoopla Monday (20) in San 
Francisco. 

Most everyone at this early stage 
jis taking the optimisfic view that 
ithe Dems won't get bogged down 
in a marathon round of balloting 
‘for their presidential and vice 
| presidential candidates and will be 
| ready to disband some time late 
| Friday night (17) per schedule. 
| But with a real donneybrook shap- 
j (Continued on page 38) 


the 
ght i it 
should the 


strates avralll 
hey 1] be Cal 


play 








28 RADIO-TELEVISION 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, August 15, 1956 





Key TV Operators 
For a Crash 


Chicago, Aug. 14. e 

Newly-formed Assn. of Maxi- 
mum Service Telecasters has budg- 
eted $120,000 for a comprehensive 
engineering study of both VHF 
and UHF television as the follow- 
up to the plea made at last spring's 
NARTB convention by FCC chair- 
man George C. MecConnaughey 
that the industry launch a “crash 
research program” for the ultra 
high frequency. 

Action came at AMST’s first 
membership meeting here Friday 
(10) which brought together 98 of 
the nation’s key telecasters who 
are apprehensive that their full- 
power stakes in the tv spectrum 
may be curtailed in any rejuggling 
of the national tele blueprint that 


may emerge from the current 
grappling with the “UHF  prob- 
Jem.” 


Organization is avowedly non- 
partisan in the V_ vs. U contro- 
versy with three of the four UHF 
stations eligible under the maxi- 
mum transmitting power proviso 
in the ranks. Bulk of the recruits, 
however, is drawn from the 150 
VHF outlets now beaming on the 
maximum strength granted by the 
FCC. 

First engineering studies will be 
corvducted in New Orleans, Port- 
Jand, Ore., and Wilkes-Barre, 
where full-power UHF’ers are op- 
erating. AMST engineering com- 
mittee headed by John DeWitt, 
WSM-TV, Nashville, will work 
closely with FCC engineers in 
plotting the survey which eventu- 
ally will encompass 30 markets. 

Project will cover the transmit- 
ting and receiving efficiencies of 
both frequencies. Two mobile 
units will be bought by the acco- 
ciation for the survey. 

As outlined by newly-elected 
prexy Jack Harris, KPRC-TV, Hou- 
ston, the outfit “is not dedicated to 
the status quo. But it is committed 
to tight any changes the status quo 
which would eonstitute lessened 
service than is available under the 
present arrangement.” 

“It is further committed to en- 

(Continued on page 46) 


33 1/3% Rate Hike 
Set For WOR-TV 


WOR-TV, N. Y., will raise rates 
33!4°o, effective Sept. 1. Under 
the new rate structure one hour of 


Set 1206 Budget 


Research Program 


4 


DINNEEN GETS WBC 





SIMPSON INTO MBS 
PROGRAM BERTH 


Brad Simpson has been named 
program director of Mutual, a post 
vacated by Robert A. Monroe. 

Simpson, veteran’ broadcaster 
who joined MBS earlier this year 
as administrative assistant to the 
president, will continue in that 





ost while supervising the  net- 
NOD ON BRINK’S JOB work's programming. - 


| Joseph Dinneen, Boston Globe 
‘crime reporter who covered the 
|Brink’s robbery exhaustively, has 
_ been signed by Wes’inghouse 
/ Broadcasting Corp.’s WBZ-TV and 
| WBZ-WBZA in Boston for exclu- 
‘sive coverage of the trial of the 
‘eight defendants now getting un- 
'derway. Trial officially started last 
week, but is still in the process of 
' selecting jurors. 

Dinneen, though a Beantowner, 
‘has achieved national prominence 
'via his books and mag articles on 


lerime. One novel, “The Anatomy 
‘of a Crime,” was a fictitious ac- 
| count of the Brink’s holdup itself 
‘and was later made into a film, 
|“Six Bridges to Cross,” with Tony 
‘Curtis starring. His latest work, 
| “U.S.A. Underworld,” which hit the 
‘stalls only a couple of months ago, 
{has been picked up for screen 
‘treatment by Humphrey Bogart’s 
|indie production company. 


Writers Guild In 
CBS Coast Dickers 


Hollywood, Aug. 14. 

Writers Guild of America West 
jis seeking a new pact with CBS 
; governing newscasters, with a hike 
‘in base pay, fees for commercially 
| sponsored shows and changes in 
working conditions at stake. 

| The CBS newsceasting staff be- 
llongs to the American Federation 
lof TV and Radio Artists, but some 
are writers and these are also 
WGAW members. Bill Kenneally, 
| Don Cubberley and Max Roby are 
}staffers who are WGAW partici- 
|pants in the confabs on a staff 
| newsw riter pact. Also on. the 
;committee are Les Farber, Gomer 
Cool, Adrian Gendot, Car] Randall 
|and Al Downs. Web reps are Maury 
Webster, KNX director of opera- 
tions, and Gene Purver, coast di- 
rector of labor relations. 

Two month termination notice 
|for the present pact expires on 
| Aug. 29, after which strike action 
ican be taken, if authorized. 








C'ass A time will sell for $2.000 | 


as compared to the current $1,500, 
while one-half hour of Class A 
time will be $1,200, against $900 
formerly, and 15 minutes of Class 
A will be $800, against the current 


$600. Class B and Class C time 
rates will be boosted proportion- 
ately. 

The RKO Teleradio New York 


fiagship, now pinning down last 
details of its fall program lineup 


as well as aligning the sponsors | 
Movie’ | 


of -its “Million 
show, will 


Dollar 


spell out its fall pro- 


gramming schedule next Wednes- | 


day (22). 


Another Album Week presenta- | 


tion of “Million Dollar 
consisting of repeats from past top 
“MDM” features, will begin Mon- 
day (20). As in the initial Album 
Week show, telecasts will be 7:30 
and 10 p.m. nightly as usual, but 
a different feature will be present- 
ed each evening. 


‘Telephone Hour’ Signs 


Lorin Hollander, 12 


Lorin Hollander, 
N. Y. pianist, will 
among the host 
next season’s 
Hour.” 
tor of the radio stanza, caught 
Hollander performing with the Na- 
tional Orch at Carnegie Hall, so 
he'll again appear at Carnegie, 
via the broadcast Labor Day Night 
(Sept. 3), keyed to the observance 
of “Salute to Youth Week.” 

Prodigy, who studied under Ed- 
ward Steuermann at the age of 
eight, will make a third Carnegie 
appearance on Jan. 12, next year, 
in the N. Y. Philharmonie’s Young 
Peoples’ Concert. He’s the son of 
Max Hollander, for years first 
violinist and asst. concertmaster 
with Arturo Toscanini and the 
NBC Symphony orchestra. 


12-year-old 
take a place 
of adult pros on 
NBC “Telephone 


Movie,” | 


Donald Voorhees, conduc- | 


Fired From 256 Disk 
| Job, Burks Sells Own 
Show; Still Hates R’n’R 


St. Louis, Aug. 14. 
Dillon Burks, 





James (Spider) 


who was fired from his $35,000 an- | 
KXLW a 


nual disk jock stint at 


month ago for refusal to play “rock 

ishow and resumes Monday (20) 
over KSTL, another local station. 
| Burks, who has a huge following, 
said, “I’m freelancing now and my 
shows belong to me.” 


Asserting that “rock ’n_ roll” 
musie is an ignorant type of music, 
Burks said, “I doubt if Ill play 


any of it on my new shows unless 
they come up with a very good one. 
|If it sounds like most of that hor- 
| rible stuff, I won't touch it.” 
Burks’ sked calls for shows from 
1:30 to 3 p.m. Monday through Fri- 
day and one from a Negro nitery 
{in which he owns an interest be- 
i} tween 4 and 5 p.m. Saturday. 
| cussing his income, Burks said, “I'll 
|} get an increase. Owning my own 
|show, I've got to get more. He 
was with KXLW for nine years. 





Garrity’s Traffic News 
Brings In WOR Coin 


Bob Garrity’s 
reports of traffic conditions over 
WOR, N. Y., has garnered the spon- 
sorship of Studebaker Dealers. 
Garrity’s reports are featured 
every weekend from 4 to 11 p.m. 

Mutual's New York flagship also 
has inked Packard Retail Stores 
as the local participating sponsor 
of the net’s political convention 
coverage. Kohler Co., makers of 
plumbing fixtures, is picking up 
the net tab. 





‘n’ roll” music, now owns his own | 


Dis- | 


“Flying Studio” | 


Monroe plans to devote his full 
time to his own station manage- 
cent, production and _ recording 
companies. 

Simpson’s background includes 
production of radio shows for CBS 
and NBC as well as Mutual, in ad- 
dition to being associated with the 
Ruthrauff & Ryan and Dancer- 
Fitzgerald-Sample advertising agen- 
cies, where he created a variety of 
network radio and tv properties. 

MBS also formerly announced 
the appointment of Arthur (Art) 
Gleeson, sportcaster, as sports 
director for the net. 


Home-Toll Video 
May Get Going 
In Cuba First 


Subscription television, which 
hasn’t figured in the news in re- 
cent months, may get a lift soon 
via finalization of a deal to intro- 
duce home-tolleasting in Cuba. 
Contracts have been drawn up be- 
tween the owners of the five Cuban 
stations and Matty Fox of Skia- 
tron-TV. 

If the deal is consummated 
soon—and it looks very much as 
if it might—a toll service could be 
started in Cuba sometime next 
year. Presumably, the cream of 





Fox’s RKO library and _ possibly 
also of Eliot Hyman’s Warner 
Bros. library, would be used to 





get Cuban pay-as-you-see off the 
ground. 

The decoders necessary for the 
Skiatron Subscriber-Vision system 
would be produced either in West- 
ern Germany or in Japan, where 
cost of making them is much lower 


figured that home-toll tv in Cuba 
would kick off with an initial 50,000 
sets. Havana alone has close to 
200,000 receivers. 

Deal would make Cuba the first 
country in the world to try sub- 
scription video. Arrangement is 
seen of prime importance inas- 
much as Havana particularly would 
serve as something of a test tube 
sample of how the public reacts 
to paying for shows. It’s certain 
that U.S. interests would be watch- 
ing closely the results of the Cuban 
run. 

In the U.S., insiders feel certain 
that there will now he no further 
significant change in the toll pic- 
ture until after the elections. 





| Rivoctane’e “Gn. 4: 
Firestone’s ‘Supporting 
Cast’ Gets Top Billing 


| 

| For the second time in fow 
| Years, “Voice of Firestone” will 
;turn over one of its Monday at 
|8 p.m. 60-minute showeasings to 
| relative unknowns. Show’s sup- 
| porting singing cast—all eight of 
them—will front the Sept. 3 simul- 
cast. And carrying the “unknown” 
policy one step further, one of the 
eight, soprano Frances Wyatt, who 
recently did a hasty fill-in’ for ail- 
|ing Mimi Benzell, will co-star on 





|the Nov. 12 program with Brian 
Sullivan. 

First such offering on “Fire- 
| Stone” was done a year ago July. 


Margaret Broderson, Miss Wyatt, 
Lorraine Donahue, Betty Terrell, 
Bill Metcalf, Russell Hammar, Emil 


the solos. 


KWG Fetches 856 


Stockton, Calif., Aug. 14. 
KWG, Stockton, second oldest 
|licensed radio station in the na- 
tion, has been purchased by West- 
ern Broadcasting Co. for $85,000, 
Western’s president, Douglas D. 
Kahle, reported. 

Sellers were James E. Longe 
and Lewis B. Saslaw, who had 
bought the independent outlet from 
the McClatchy Broadcasting Co. 

Kahle, general manager of 
KNTV, San Jose, said he would 
take over the same job at KWG. 
Longe remains as assistant mana- 
ger and program director. 








than it would be in the U.S. It’s} 


Markow and William Toole will do | 


CBS REVENUES UP 





| 





Tolchin Carries Torch 





| affiliates. 2 : : igi 
| other, Art Tolchin, boss of WMGM,|t© the community in which it is 


German Resistance to Com] TV 


Collapsing: See Network Within Year 


¢ With commercial tv to be 
launched in Germany Nov. 3, its 
promoters envision a south Ger- 
man commercial network to be 
BUT PROFITS DI kicked off by next summer, accord- 

|ing to Frank Bourgholtzer, NBC’s 

Consolidated net revenues of | Berlin news chief operating out of 








‘CBS Inc. for the first six months| Bad Godesberg and who’s been in 


of 1956 rose to a new high of $174. | Ry hay: 
274,387 for the period ended June the first on the air with “money” 
30, an increase of 16% over the | programming, starting a 25-minute 
comparable period in 1955, but net | Program _. In charge of the 
income for the period dropped due Commercial aspect will be 4, cove 
to losses incurred in discontinuing fernsehen (GMBH), a wholly-owned 
the CBS-Columbia set manufactur-| subsidiary of Bayerischer Rund- 
ing division funk, or Bavarian Radio-TV Co. 
Argus: gl |Top man in the new advertising 
Earnings were O5.288,008. equal | subsid is Dr. Erwin Wittman, who's 
to 7lc a share, compared with $6,-| been No. 2. man in the financial 
327,672 or 87c. a share for the first} setup at Bayerischer Rundfunk. 


Gruns. 
six months of 1955. The losses on | Pn ta Ring Waten ceo 


the CBS-Columbia division are! the ty station at Baden Baden to 


provisions for estimated expenses | 99 commercial in the same pattern 
and losses expected to be incurred | a¢ Munich by December or Jan- 
in discontinuing the division, these| yary, and the Hessischer Rund- 
totaling $2,600,000 or 35¢ a share.| funk at Frankfurt should follow 
Not included in these losses are an-| “within a few months.” to be fol- 
ticipated losses in the disposal of| lowed in turn by the outlet in 
plant and equipment, estimated at! Stuttgart. 
9c a share or about $673,000. | “Considering that the Sender 
The 16% hike in total revenues | Freies Berlin station is planning 
reflect a $24,278,692 increase | commercial programs for this 
in sales over the $149,995,695 level | winter also, there could be a re- 
of the first six months of last year.| spectable commercial network - by 
CBS board also declared a cash | a year from today,” said Bourg- 
dividend of 20c a share on the| holtzer. He declared that “such a 
Class A and Class B stock payable | development is considered here 
Sept. 7 to stockholders of record |(in Germany) to presage the even- 


on Aug. 24. tual collapse of resistance to com- 


Technicians Strike 


est, up to now, in Cologne and 
e . | 
On Brit. Com] TV 





| Hamburg, the richest stations un- 
‘der the present non-commercial, 
tax-supported systém.” 
Evolve Program Patterns 
Program patterns have not yet 


|reached the development stage, 

jalthough Dr. Wittman has been 

|'“open for business” for several 

- _ _ London, Aug. 14. | weeks now. It's anticipated that 
Viewers in London knew nothing | agencies will dominate the pro- 
about a lightning striké of techni- | gram development field in Ger- 
cians which took place in the|™@ny inasmuch as the Munich 


plan calls for outside production 
under veto power of station man- 
commercial tv programmers in the agement. The rate schedule pro- 
London area Friday (3) lasting 28 | vides a 15% commission to agen- 
minutes. The dispute arose over | Cl€s for — hand in finding 
ey ae . , | sponsors and developing program 
an individual claim for a higher | waterial. 
wage rate. The strike began at | 


In theory, at Jeast, it will be 
5 p.m. just before a Johnny Weiss- | possible for one sponsor to gobble 


studios of Associated-Rediffusion, 


|muller film was about to be beamed | UP the entire 25-minute period 
eile the iibbiea’s arama ‘san | from 7:30 to 7:55 p.m. currently 
’ 7% 5 Pogo, |}allotted for commercial viewing. 


while union and company repre- |“This probably will not happen, at 
sentatives negotiated, a substitute | (Continued on page 44) 
picture was shown. 





The pother was temporarily set- 


tled, but during the evening a fur- 
ther strike was called in which} Cahan {0 WB/-TV 
four trade unions concerned, de- 


cided to withdraw their labor. 

Weekend programs in London— 

handled by Associated-TeleVision 

would not have been affected by 

Associated-Rediffusion announced Boston, Aug., 14. 
that differences had been smoothed | In the latest change at WBZ-TV, 
over in an “amicable settlement.” | which has been undergoing com- 


unions’ decision, but by Saturday, 





| plete revamping, Herbert B. Cahan, 
| program director at WAAM-TV, 
| Baltimore, since 1949, takes over 
|as new program manager on Aug. 
For Indies; Ditto Fleisch 7 

or in 1€S; itto CISC Franke Tooke, general manager 
. of the Hub tv station, said Cahan 
In N. Y.-to-L. A. Swing | will carry out the task of gearing 
Sales junkets to the Coast and | Programming to the entertainment 
Chi by the managers of two N. Y.|4nd education of the family as a 

radio stations last month stress the | UDIt. ud. oo oe Se 
war between indies and network | Cahan Is keenly aware of local 
Within two davs of each | television station’s responsibilities 


N. Y. and Mort Fleischl, topper at |!ocated,” Tooke said. “He further 
rival WMCA. hit agencies in Frisco | believes that while a great deal of 
and thaw I A and their pitches in- |tv programming will continue to be 
« de - . } - os = ‘ 
cluded a large-measure plug for | filmed, there will always be a place 
other metropolitan indies. |for local and network live shows, 


A chief reason has been given | 10oke added. 


for these gratuitous sales pitches|_ Cahan received the Robert E. 
for one radio indie by another:|Serwood Award, established by 
there seems still to be an inclina- | the Ford Foundation’s Fund for 


the Republic, for programs deal- 


tion on the part of advertisers to ing with freedom and justice. 


buy network keys or affiliates first. 








WMGM, Tolchin reports, has al- 
ready written $50,000 worth of fall 
biz by means of the swing through 
the west, with Trans-American Air- 
lines returning to the station af- 
ter several months. Fleisch] said 
that while no new Coast or Chi 
pacts have been made as a result 
of his trip there’s a “high potential,” 
with a lot of negotiating going on. 





Houston—Byron Beasley has 
been named new promotion direc- 
tor here for KTRH. He replaces 
Bruce Barkis who is resigning. 


WAAM-TV won the award for “‘The 
Baltimore Desegregation Report,” 
a live documentary giving a com- 
plete report of problems faced 
by Baltimore in desegregation ef- 


forts. Cahan produced the docu- 
mentary. 
Tooke, in outlining the new 


policy, said the station’s program 
schedule has been revamped con- 
siderably during the last two 
months to provide the best pos- 
sible viewing balance so that “‘en- 
tertaining television. covering a 
wide range of subjects is available 
for every member of the family.” 
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‘INDUSTRIALS’ COZY UP TO TV 





That 15% Agency Rap 


Ad agencies’ “15% problem,’ 


instead of lessening over the past 


few months, is growing more intense, with an increasing number 


of blue-chip sponsors laying it on the line to the agencies: 


“Show 


us how your 15% commission is justified or we'll do something 


about it.” 


Some observers see the situation coming to 


a 


a 


boil in 


six months to a year, with the agencies forced into a corner. 
Only last week, it was reported that one of television’s top ad- 
vertisers sent out letters to its four agencies requesting each of 


them to “state your views” on 
sions. 


commissions on commercial production 


the matter of program commis- 


Apparently time commissions aren’t an issue; neither are 


But the real rub is with 


programs, where the advertiser in essence is telling the agency that 
“if you have nothing to do with the production of the show, you've 


got no right to collect 15% on it.” 


One advertiser wants to work 


out a sliding commission scale for programs in proportion to the 
agency's “contribution” to the program, but hasn’t been able to 
pin down just what “contribution” means—whether it’s limited to 
recommending a show, or supervising, or outright production. 








Savage Sees Newest Pattern 


In 60-Min. TV Musical Format 


With television’s hour 
showing signs of tiring in the rat- 


ing department and as attention- 
getters, the next logical videvelop- 


ment will be the occasional inte- | 


gration of musicals into the regu- 
lar 60-minute dramatic shows as a 
means of hypoing and freshening 
their appeal and their ratings. So 
thinks Dave Savage, prez of the 
recently. formed Theatrical Enter- 
prises agency and packaging out- 


fit, who declares that several hour | 


drama sponsors have been leaning 
toward the idea of an occasional 
musical as a change of pace. 
story on U. S. Steel Hour.) 

With the 90-minute musical im- 
bedded as a television habit, 
there’s no reason why musicals 
can’t be used in 60-minute lengths, 
Savage declares. It’s true that the 
bour length creates some _ prob- 
lems, but none that can’t be solved, 
particularly in a method of use 
that would see them scheduled in- 
termittentiy on a once-a-month or 
every-sixth-week basis within the 
framework of a regular dramatic 
series. The song-and-dancers have 
proven their worth to the spec 
sponsors; they'd contribute might- 
ily toward hypoing some of the 
sagging dramatic stanzas, Savage 
believes. 

As to the matter of the hour 
length and some past failures with 
musicals in that framework Sav- 
age feels it’s all in the adaptation. 
“Every time a musical got panned, 
the critics all said the music was 
great, but the book was bad. The 
trouble is that we haven’t devel- 
oped ‘Book Writers’ for television 
yet. We've got gag writers and 
standup comedy writers and drama 
writers, but we haven’t found the 


(Continued on page 44) 


‘Matinee Theatre 





Hollywood, Aug. 14. 

Color filming of an initial block 
of 13 episodes of NBC’s daytime 
hour strip, “Matinee Theatre,” will 
begin next month at the net’s 
leased space at California studio. 
Films will be used when 
nee’s’” space at the Burbank color 
studio is preempted by spectaculars 
or other network programming. 

In the past six months, Albert 
McCleery, executive producer of 
the daytime dramatic series, has 
put five of his shows on film to 
prove the success of the “cameo 
technique” on other than live 
transmission. The results moved 
Thomas Sarnoff, director of pro- 
duction and business affairs, to 
order the color film treatment for 
the first block of 13. McCleery 
will personally direct six of the 
programs and the others by staff- 
ers Lamont Johnson, “Walter 
Grauman, Boris Segal and Arthur 
Hiller. 

Filming starts Sept. 13, with 
three days for rehearsals and two 
days of _ shooting. McCleery’s 
aides on the colorfilm project will 
be Winston O’Keefe, casting di- 
rector; Ethel Frank, script pro- 
ducer, and Fenton Coe and Kent 
McCray: of the production staff. 


dramas 


(See | 


*“Mati- | 





John Gibbs Expansion 


Expansion at the John Gibbs 
agency sees the creation of a new 
department repping producers, 


under Francis Head and the return 
to the agency of Bob Ferres as 
head of the talent department af- 
ter two years on his own. Changes 
not only are designed to keep pace 
with expanded activities but to 
free agency chief John Gibbs for 
more packaging activities. 





| quarter in N. Y. but will operate 


| on a shuttle to the Coast to handle | 
ithe increased volume of picture | 


|deals for Gibbs clients. Indica- 
tion of the rate of expansion lies 
| in the fact that in the past month, 
| the agency has signed 17 thesps, 
| eight writers and six directors. 

} 


| 


British Com’ TV 
Setup Bumps 300 





London, Aug. 14. 
To combat rising costs, Associ- 
ated-Rediffusion, London weekday 


commercial tv contractors, has re- 
organized its setup which will in- 
volve the dismissal of 300 of their 
| 1,200 employees, and hefty reduc- 
tions in studio space and equip- 
ment. Altogether, $840,000 of the 
company’s assets will either be sold 
or put into storage. 

The outlet has been reported as 





losing well over $28,000 a week 
;over the summer advertising 
| slump. Lately, they summoned 


| the assistance of a _ productivity 


of the organization. 
sals are expected to offest losses 
by $11,200 weekly and through 


hope to meet the fall 
schedule. A record amount of ad- 
vertising time has been booked 
for fall and early winter months. 





| for these sudden decisions, it’s as- 
;sumed that he Government’s re- 
|}cent refusal to allow the commer- 
| cial outlets’ controlling body, Inde- 
|péndent Television Authority, a 


NEW VISTAS FO 
sPONSOR C 


Although network television has 
suffered in the retrenchment of 
the automobile manufacturers, it’s 
gained a great deal of ground in 
the heavy industry field, wi‘h the 
number of industrial sponsors en- 
tering the medium in 1956 more 
than double those in tv in previous 
years. A cheering note lies in the 








| 


| 


soften, the entry of the industrials | 


| 
| 


| 
| 
} 


|fact that while the auto retrench- 


ment is figured as a temporary 


'thing, ascribed to oversupply and | 


consumer resistance which will 
into the medium is merely a fore- 
runner of what would become an 


expansion in the number of such 


|companies and the extent of their 


ne‘work sponsorship. 

Prior to 1956, there were seven 
such companies in 
vision. This year, nine more en- 
tered the field, and indications are 


| that number will continue to climb. 
/One factor, of course, is diversifi- 


|which developed 
/and: had to adver‘ise directly 


Both Head and Ferres will head- | 


To Offset Losses 


|team which studied the efficiency | 


Shoots 13 Tintpix 


The dismis- | 


these economy measures they also | 
program | 


Besides the main reason given | 


| $2,100,000 subsidy for a proportion | 


of cultural “relief” will increase 
the financial burden. ITA may 
soon ‘ask for greater longhair rep- 
resentation which adverisers are 
chary about supporting because of 
viewer appeal. 

The cuts—announced Thurs. (9) 


pany’s technical facilities by a 


concentrated in A-R’s Wembley 


don, originally planned to be a 
nerve centre for A-R, has been re- 
graded to an administrative block 
under the new economies. 
studios are to go dark at Tele- 
vision House where a $2,800,000 


(Continued on page 46) 





—are estimated to reduce the cam- | 


third and these will hereafter be | 


| cation and expansion of these com- 


panies, which can no longer rely 


on their traditional advertising 


media like trade and business mag- 
: ; >| azines. 
directors and writers for all. media | 


As more and more diver- 
sify into consumer products, they 
must hit the consumer directly. An 
example is Dow Chemical (which 
is not included in the pre-1956 
total, as compiled by NBC-TV), 
its Saran-Wrap 
to 

Another is’) Monsanto 
included), which with 
ithe development of its All deter- 
gent, had to communicate directly. 

Nothing’s Institutional 

Crux of the situation is that the 
once-institutional sponsor isn’t in- 
stitutional anymore. Alcoa and 
Reynolds Metals, two of the seven 
pre-’56 sponsors, have led the way 
in still another aspect of “insti- 
tutional” sponsorship, that being 
the development of new markets 
for aluminum, by stressing the 
values of the metal in the do-it- 
yourself market and demonstrating 
via tv how homemakers can use 
aluminum simply to fit their needs. 
It’s a matter of creating new mar- 
kets via the medium. An obvious 
factor is the need for better pub- 
relations in this era of expansion, 
such as Aluminium Ltd. of Cana- 
da’s pitch on the abundance of 
power in Canada, or in the case 
of a brand-new sponsor, Minneap- 
olis-Honeywell, to create good pub- 
relations for its automation prod- 
| ucts. 


|the public. 
| (also not 





| vertisers comprised Alcoa, Rey- 
nolds, Aluminium Ltd., U. S. Steel, 
du Pont, Johns-Manville and Ameri- 
can Machine & Foundry. Newtothe 
|medium this year are Union Car- 
bon & Carbide, Sperry Rand, Gen- 
'eral Dynamics, Kaiser Aluminum, 
Minneapolis-Honeywell, American 
Radiator, American Viscose, J. P. 
Stevens and Carrier. Another fac- 
tor is that 


Kaiser couldn’t very well afford 

to stay out of the medium. 
Another factor is the develop- 

ment of television to the point 


where it can provide the kind of 


programming suitable to the needs | 


(Continued on page 46) 


Herb Sheldon to Front 
Speaking of Animals’ 


Herb Sheldon, who will lose his 
1 p. m. cross-the-board post on 
WRCA-TV, N. Y., in the fall, will 
be moving over to WABD as the 


emcee of a kid show. 
|ably remain with WRCA-TV, too, 
as host of a new ayem feature film 
strip. 

Sheldon will front “Speaking of 








network tele-| 


The seven pre-’56 industrial ad- | 


of competitive reason- | 
ing with Alcoa and Reynolds pitch- | 
ling their names before the public | 
in selling aluminum as a product, | 


He'll prob: | 





Seeds and Contentment 


Interesting aspect of the 
deal negotiated for “Break the 
$250,000 Bank,’ which .preems 
in its new giant giveaway 
| form in the fall in the Tues- 
| day night 10:30 NBC-TV slot, 
| is how the network sales boys 
bypassed. in 
whole sponsor- 


were completely 
resolving the 
ship setup. 
Russel M. Seeds agency of 
Chicago bought the longrun- 
ning Ed Wolf “Break the 
Bank” package for its client, 
Lanolin Plus, then through 
Lennen & Newell succeeded in 
getting Benrus to become an 
| alternate sponsor. 
It was then that both agen- 
| cies went to NBC and pur- 
chased the 10:30 time. 


* Metro's 








Lingy Revamp For 
‘US. Steel Hour’: 


Musical Accent 


| A steady change of pace pro- 
gram content will characterize the 


|“U.S. Steel Hour” this fall, tele- 


cast on alternate Wednesday eve-' 


nings at 10 p.m. over CBS-TV. 


Slated for showing is a musical | 
“Bang the | 


version of Tom Sawyer; 
Drum Slowly,” a comedy-drama on 
“Longboat,” a historical 
sea and ‘‘Man. Stalker,” a 
Mort Wishengrad original based on 
the Russian seamen 
defected to the Soviet Union. 
Marshall Jamison, the recently 
appointed executive producer of 
the series which is under the pro- 
|duction reins of the Theatre 
| Guild, feels that regular tv 
| dramatic program suffers unless a 
|change of pace is adopted. In line 


baseball; 
story; 
who 


five re- 


any 


with this approach, he is trying to} 


iget Andy Griffith, star of the 
|Broadway show, “No Time for 
| Sergeants,” to do a commentary 
on a planned telecast of Gilbert & 


| Sullivan’s “Trial by Jury.” He 





| Toni,” an adaptation from a Lon- 
don play for airing on the US. 
| Steel programmer. 

| Under Jamison’s aegis, the three 
key directors usually associated 
with the show will be expanded to 
six or seven, in an attempt to cast 
the director with the show. This 
season’s directors will include Dan- 
iel Petrie, Norman Felton, Paul 
Nickell, Elliot Silverstein, David 
Alexander and Don Richardson. 

| U.S. Steel’s Christmas show will 
| be a repeat of “The Old Lady 
| Shows Her Medals.” Gracie Fields 
will be starred again with the co- 
starring role, done originally on tv 
by Jackie Cooper, yet to be. cast. 
|The TFom Sawyer musical, slated 
|for the Thanksgiving season, will 
be directed by John Haggot, on the 
| basis of a book and music by Frank 
Luther. “Longboat” will be from 
an original script by Alfred Bren- 
ner. 


Felix Adler as Regular 

On CBS-TV ‘Good Morning’ 
Another’ displaced 
|from the folded Ringling Bros., 
| Barnum & Bailey Circus apparent- 


ly has found a permanent home on 
television. He’s clown Felix Adler, 


also has scheduled ‘“‘We Must Kill | 


KTIV's Metro Deal Monkey-Wrenches 


ji, CBS’ $13,000,000 0&0 Negotiations 


pictures-for-stock deal 
with KTTV in Los Angeles, which 


rn the studio taking 25° of the 
istation’s ownership plus’~ cash 
|(story on Page 1) may have the 


leffect of killing a projected $13,- 


Wana deal with CBS-TV. CBS 
jtoppers William S. Paley and 


| Frank Stanton had been huddling 
with Loew’s Inc. prexy Arthur M. 
Loew on a 10-year, $13,000,000, un- 
limited-use deal for the 740-film 
| backlog for the four CBS o&o sta- 
tions in New York, Hollywood, 
Chicago and Milwaukee. 

The KTTV_ deal immediately 
closes out Hollywood from the 
CBS talks, and any deal would be 
| restricted to three cities. 

Loew is adamant on limiting the 
deal to the o&o stations: and a 
major stalemate is not the price 
but the restriction against CBS 
farming out the product beyond 
those o&0 markeis. CBS wants to 
take over general distribution of 
the Metro backlog through its CBS 
Television Film Sales syndication 
subsid. 

The dickering started at $17,000, 
000, got down to $15,000,000 and 
| is now at the $13,000,000 mark. 
| This differs from the recently ru- 
| mored $15,000,000 dicker for the 
Loew residuals» which would have 
| had no such curtailment of mar- 
kets. 

CBS-TV recently made a $225,- 
000 deal for “Wizard of Oz” for a 


| single across-the-board exhibition, 
plus one repeat, with an option at 





| the same 225G for a third and 
fourth encore. ‘‘Ozz” is slated for 
the Christmas ’56 Ford Jubilee 


| Show over the network. 


Dems in Biggest 
TV Buy Via NBC 


Democratic Party placed its heav- 
iest campaign budget 
yet with the purchase on NBC-TV 
of 18 five-minute segments and 
four half-hour periods, all in prime 
evening time, running from Sep- 
tember through Election’ eve. 
Dems had previously ordered 14 
five-minute capsules on CBS-TV, 
where the GOP had also moved in 
with 12 of the same. No GOP 
business at NBC yet. 

Layout was placed through Nor- 
man, Craig & Kummel, the Dems’ 
agency. 


WTVN-TV’s 13-Film 
_ Series on Columbus Area 
| Strategic Air Command 


Columbus Aug. 14. 
is 





television 








WTVN-TV currently making 
a 13-film television series called 
“Mailed Fist” which will explore 
Lockbourne Air Force Base here 
| and its work in the Strategic Air 
| Command. 


Series is being made 
under the supervision of Harry 
Mohr, assistant program director 


;and public service director for the 


| ABC-affiliated station 


Mehr said the series will show 
how Lockbourne and the men 
|from all parts of the U. S. who are 


| stationed there are part of the Co- 
| lumbus community just as much as 
any other institution or citizen. It 
how SAC is ‘“‘dedi- 


|also will show 


performer | cated to the defense of this coun- 


|try and particularly to immediate 


| retaliation” in the event of at- 


tack. 


Two Air Force cameramen are 


|Animals” on the DuMont station. | who’s now appearing regularly on| Working on the assignment, and of- 
'the CBS-TV “Good Morning With | ficial Air Force films—mainly stock 


studios replacing the present ar-| Beginning at 7:15 every week- 


rangement of studio dispersement. | night, the show will comprise old | Will Rogers Jr.” show. 
.Kingsway House in central Lon-| paramount theatrical shorts. 


Sta- 


Adler was signed for the series 


shots—will be interlarded into the 


| films, which will be 30 minutes in 


tion reports the show will also, three weeks ago on an “experi-| length each. 


make a pitch for adult lookers-in. 
| Sheldon will also do “Screen 


TWO | Souvenirs” on WABD Wednesday 


| nights. Also out of Par’s theat- 
/rical product, material will 
scenes out of famous features. 


be | 


| mental” basis for a couple of ap- 


Mohr said that plans call for re- 


rpearances weekly, but fit in so well| leasing the dramatic documentary 
| that he’s now appearing daily as a| series to the SAC after its showing 


| regular cast member. 


| nently from now on, 


Expectation | here. 
is he’ll be with the show perma-|to tv stations throughout the coun- 


SAC could then release it 


try on a no-fee basis. 
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Conaway Clarifies Some Points On 
AFTRA’s Welfare & Pension Funds 


New York. 
Editor. VARIETY: 

I thought it might be useful to 
list in writing the important facts 
concerning the AFTRA Pension 
and Welfare Funds. In this way 
two plans, closely related and nec- 
essarily complicated so that they 
may apply to a wide range of hu- 
man situations, may be made clear 
to those of your writers who may 
have to write about them in the 
future. 

1. AFTRA Pension and Welfare 
Funds are not financed by AFTRA 
or AFTRA members. The cost of 
the benefits is borne completely 
by the employers, based on the 
provisions of the collective bar- 
gaining agreements between per- 
former's locals and broadcasting 
companies, stations, sponsors, ad- 
vertising agencies, independent 
producers, and others engaged in 
the field of television covered by 
the Code. 

2. At the present time the col- 
lective bargaining agreements Cov- 
er the television industry only in 
New York, Chicago and Los An- 
geles. Therefore, members of 
AFTRA who work in other sections 
of the industry cannot be covered 
at the present time by the AFTRA 
Pension and Welfare Funds be- 
cause the collective bargaining 
agreements which cover them do 
not provide for contributions to 
the AFTRA Pension and Welfare 
Funds. And, as has been pointed 
out above, the benefits are financed 
by employer contributions. 

3. The current 5° of a perform- 
er’s earnings, contributed by an 
employer, is not even half used 
for the financing of the health and 
welfare program. Three per cent 
goes into the Pension plan and 
only 2% for Welfare benefits. 

4. Because many AFTRA mem- 
bers are now covered by collective 


bargaining agreements which pro- | 


vide for the AFTRA Pension and 
Welfare Funds want such coverage 
our recent annual Convention 
adopted, as one of its basic de- 
mands for the forthcoming negoti- 
ations in the radio and other fields, 
a provision which would eali for 
employer contributions to cover 
these members as well. 

5. The present welfare benefits 
which are the most comprehensive 


furnished in any section of the 
entertainment field, nationally or 
otherwise, cost the AFTRA Wel- 


fare Fund approximately $150 per 
eligible member, per year. 

As you can see, this means that 
only members who are earning 


enough contributed for them to the 
AFTRA Welfare Fund to support 
the cost of their welfare benefits 
Yet, despite this fact, the 





| 








| 
} 


hcaged : ; | top and a mink, 
$7,500 per year or more are nNaving | 


other members, despite the fact 
that the lower income members 
were not having enough contrib- 
uted for them to support the com- 
prehensive program we now have 
in effect. 

Incidentally, while it is expected 
that the details of the Pension pro- 
gram will be announced some time 
before the end of this year, I would 
like to note now that the same 
theory of using contributions from 
higher income people to help sup- 
port the benefits for lower income 
people will also be applicable in 
the case of the Pension program 
as well. 

6. Once a member becomes eli- 
gible for the AFTRA Welfare ben- 
efits he is insured for the four 
quarters specified in the AFTRA 
Welfare booklet, even though he 
does not have a dollar of earnings 
during the year. I know of no 
other Welfare Fund in this or any 
other industry where such protec- 
tion is afforded for people who are 
subject to the hazards of unem- 
ployment. 

7. Members do not have to wait 
a year to become eligible for bene- 
fits again, once they become in- 
eligible. The member’s earnings, 
as reported by his employer, are 
reviewed quarterly and the mem- 
ber can become eligible four times 
in the course of the year. 

As you can gather from all of 
the above, we are deeply concerned 
with the problem of welfare and 
pension coverage for members who 
happen to have lower incomes in 
the field covered by our present 
collective bargaining agreement. 
However, this concern must be tied 
to the reality of the amount of 
money we have available in the 
Fund. And any discussion with re- 
spect to “permanent” insurance 
must, of necessity, also take into 
consideration where we will get 
the money to finance that insur- 
ance. As it now stands, the AFTRA 
Fund has gone a long way in pro- 
viding coverage not only for the 
low-paid people but also eligible 
members who become completely 
(Continued on page 46) 


Inside Stuff—Radio-TV 


ABC-TV Mon. Extension 
Cues Shift in DuM Bouts 


WABD’s (N. Y.) coverage of 
“Monday Night Boxing from St. 
|Nicholas Arena” will begin its 
main bout roughly 30-minutes later 
in the fall, because of the ex- 
tension of network time by ABC- 
TV, in behalf of Dodge’s Lawrence 
Welk show until 10:30. It’s not 
the band competition for fight 
viewers that caused the change, but 
the fact that most of the out-of- 
town tv stations picking up the 
fight from WABD are ABC affili- 
ates. 

The DuMont key, 
maintain the fightcasts, 
spread the cost out over 30 or more 
stations each Monday. The ABC 
ties have been in effect since Du- 
Mont closed its network doors two 
years ago. Main event, the only 
thing picked up on the fight net- 
work, will go on at 10:30 instead of 
10 or shortly after. 

Because of the 
WABD anticipates more stations 
will pick up the Teddy Brenner- 
promoted main bout, perhaps by 
| getting some NBC affils. 


First-Run Rank Pix 
As 10-Week Hypo For 
“Aft. Film Festival’ 


ABC-TV has been working on 
|the rerun setup for 1956-57 season 








lof ‘‘Afternoon Film Festival,” and | 


is understood to have decided to 
| Show the still-unused 50 or more 
|J. Arthur Rank features in 10 
| weeks of straight first run. This 
|past year, network has used the 
|initial 50 in a complicated rerun 
| pattern, with some of the pix get- 
| ting a second run the week after 
ithey initially appeared on 


new late time, | 





| 


| 
| 


in order to} 
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From the Production Centres 
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IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Constance Bennett will be handling distaff views for Mutual at the 
G.O.P. convention in San Francisco ... The “Chicagoland Music Festi- 
val” again will be carried by MBS this year from Chicago’s Soldier 
Field on Saturday (18) ... Joseph (Big Joe) Rosenfield, Jr... WMGM 
deejay, sailed for Genoa last week on the S. S. Cristoforo Colombo 
accompanied by wife and daughter Philip M. Barnes, formeriy 
with Young & Rubicam, has joined Colgate-Palmolive as assistant 
director of radio and tv . . . Sandy Brown, secretary at WOR to Bob 
Sullivan, station’s-ad-promotion director, doing a singing bit at the 
Club Safari in Queens, She is set there for eight weeks ... Attention 
cigaret account execs: Roy Norr, former consultant to RCA’s David 
Sarnoff and publisher of a newsletter which beats tomtoms against 
nicotine, is off for Europe to gather additional data against tobacco 
from European hospitals. Meanwhile, another of his pieces, “The 
Great Filter Tip Hoax” is due for Christian Herald... He’s also ready- 
ing a book against the weed. 

Kay Armen, no longer on WRCA, moves to CBS as a regular on the 
network's “On a Sunday Afternoon,” and also guests on the Ed Sul- 
livan tv’er Sept. 2... Maurice Teplin and Jeanette Dowling into the 
cast of “‘Wendy Warren & the News”... Johnny Andrews elected one 
of the 10 top deejays in the “Disk Jockey Salute to the Record Indus- 
try” at the Colisuem Sept. 7-16... Nancy Wickwire of the CBS “Guid- 
ing Light” cast commuting to Ellenville, N.Y. for a featured role in 
“Midsummer Night’s Dream” WRCA sales manager George 
Stevens back from vacation at Martha’s Vineyard ... Walter Greaza 


|and Bob Readick play the leads in “FBI in Peace and War” Sunday 


1(19) .. 


| 
| 





(only stipulation being that they | 


|didn’t run the same day of the 
week as the original showing. 
Web hopes to elevate the ratings 
by using only fresh material for 
ithe 
expected to play a second time in 
another 10-week peoriod. But a net- 
work source feels that ABC will 


|try for new feature product rather 
than go into three runs. 


The contest fever, restricted largely to products, is moving into the 


program promotion field as well. 


Walt Framer has framed a “Big 


Payoff” contest in which viewers must estimate the retail value of all 
prizes given away on the show from the time it preemed on Dec. 31, | 


1951, until June 29 of this year. 


Framer has placed an estimate in a 


. Ken Banghart spelling Bill Cullen on WRCA’s “Pulse” while 
the latter vacations in Nantucket this week. 

Don Elliott’s full radio week—besides broadcasts from Basin Street 
for NBC on “Monitor” and other weekend musicalizations for CBS and 
WOR, he’s appearing daily for Jack Sterling on CBS for a fortnight... 
Flack Leon Kafka, out of George Schreier stable, on Kennebunkport, 
Me., vacash ... WWRL,- 30 years old this month, throwing a braw] for 
the trade press at the Ambassador the 23d. Meantime, Edith Dick, 
station topper, and Fred Barr, her program chief are hiatusing. .. . 

Al Durante expanding his press dept. at J. Walter Thompson, adding 
George Dysland to N.Y. office to handle three Ford shows and Ted 
Wick dittoing on the Coast with an assist from Mabel Hill. 


[IN HOLLYWOOD .. . 


Eddie Fisher will lose a quarter-hour but gain 30 minutes if NBC 
can clear a time slot for his Coca-Cola musical. One of his 15-minute 


| segs would be given to an alternate sponscr if the longer time opens 


video, | UP: - 


. Someone at NBC had the popular idea that there’s much ac- 
tivity to be filmed in the surge of vacationists around Hawaii for 
“Today in the West” so taking the five-day hula hop were George 


| Wolfe, Fred Rheinstein and Don Allen, all identified with the show... 
| This being the geophysical year, ‘‘Wide Wide World” producer Herb 


10-week period. Same 50 are | 


SussSan is looking for some miraculous pickups from around the globe. 
the atmospheric conditions, says Sussan, will be highly favorable to 
radio and television ... Lux Video is still trying to land Gordon Mac- 
rae as host of the hour dramatics next season. Somebody at Levers 
likes him . CBS will do “The Comedian” on “Playhouse 90” but 
there won’t be a rush of top comics to latch on to the name role... 
Frank Mullen, onetime NBC biggie, is staking out uranium claims and 
forgetting about tv... Frank Crane, prexy of So. Sol. Broadcasters, 
says he has a file of names willing to pay a milliow for a good radio 


| station. What may sound to some like the death rattle is the jingle of 


| gold aa 


| closely. 


a6 1 . ’ : ~ ° | 
sealed envelope which won't be opened until Sept. 14, closing date. | 
Winner will get a trip around the world for two, a new Plymouth hard- 


(Diner’s Club, covering hotels, 


tickets, 


AF IRA | 


Fund covers thousands of members | 


who earn less than $7,500 per year. 
For example, a member who 
earned only $1,000 would have $20 


per year contributed for him to 
the Fund ($1,000 times 2 equals 
$29 For this member and for 
others earning between $1.000 and 
$7,500 there is a substantial deficit 


which is represented by the differ- 


ence between what is contributed 
for the member, and the cost of 
the insurance. 

Now, at first glance, one might 
wonder how it is possible for the 
AFTRA Fund to cover members 
who earn less than $7,500 per year 
when the contributions made in 
their behalf are less than the cost 
of the welfare benefits ihis cov- 
erage is possible because there are 
members who earn 10re than 
$7,500 per year and in those in- 
stances 2 on their earnings is 
more than the cost of the benefits 
The excess in these instances is 
used to finance the benefits for 
members who earn | than $7.500 
per year but more than $1,000. 

Careful Actuarial Studies 

The $1,000 minimum earnings 
figure, while obviously not suffi- 
cient to enable the Fund to re- 


ceive enough to finance the bene- 
fits for members earning $1,000 to 
$7,500 per year, was not simply 
picked out of a hat. It was based 
on carefully thought out actuarial 
studies which the Trustees of the 
AFTRA Pension and Welfare 
Funds had prepared for them, be- 
fore the eligibility rules were 
adopted. These actuarial studies 
showed that “the magic of aver- 
ages” enabled us to provide insur- 
ance for thousands of members, 
because of the high earnings of 





with second prize another Plymouth. 
| European trip is that the couple will carry only an identification card 
restaurants, 


Angle of the 


etc.) and their airline 


Radio is doing well in television 


radio listening is done by tv homes, according to Nielsen. 
made in March, the researcher als 


daytime audio listening is done by 


homes. Almost half of all evening 


In a study 


30 discovered that two-thirds of all 


tv homes. 


Moreover, the amount of listening to radio in tv households has in- 


creased to a h 


as a comparative month, Nielsen 
minutes spent listening to audio in 
year it was 113 a day; in 1954, also 


average, and in 1952 it was 111 


gh point, matched only 


reports 


once in five years. Using March 
that the average number of 
each tv home is 116 @aily. Last 
116; in 1953 it was 106-minute daily 


minutes 


Adam Young, Inc., has been appointed national sales rep for WGMS, 


Washington, the 
tures, the parent 


station recently 
company ot 


Under the management of Robert 


purchased 
Mutual. 


by RKO Teleradio Pic- 


F. Hurleigh, longtime Mutual rep 


| Manager, 


In London the winner’s loot on ‘Do You Trust Your Wife?” 
is $5.60 a week. Don Fedderson is much more generous—$100 a week. 
... Dave Showalter, whilom director of public affairs at CBS, has gone 
in busines for himself In briefing his staff on “The Hellywood 
Story” for Sept. 17 “Wide Wide World,” Producer Alan Neuman ran 
off the kine of last season’s ‘‘Inside Beverly Hills.’’ Said he: ‘‘watch it 
This is the way we DON’T want to do it.’ It was only last 
season’s third highest rated spec. 


IN CHICAGO... 


Foote, Cone & Belding veepee Clyde Rapp is moving to the agency’s 
Detroit office as account supervisor for Ford Motor’s special products 
division which is bringing out a new car in the near future ... Marlin 
Perkins, producer-director Don Meier, assistant director Tom Arend 
and scripter Dorothy Ruddell off to Jackson Hole, Wyo., and the Chey- 
enne Mountain Zoo, Colorado Springs, to lens a brace of color shows 
for NBC-TV’s “Zoo Parade.” .. W. B. Courtney new Sunbeam ad 
filling the spot held by the late A. E. Widdifield ... For the 
sixth consecutive span, Chicago Title & Trust will pick up the tab on 


WGN-TV’s Wednesday night Chicago Symphony telecasts, starting 
Oct 17... Louis Aiken has left the film section of the Civil Defense 
| Administration to join Lewis & Martin Films as director of industrial 
Sales . Sam Saran to take over Austin Kiplinger’s business news 


| ment 


in Washington, the station’s AM program structure will be revamped ' 
n for a Day,” “Bob and Ray, Walter | 


to include such net shows as “Quee 


strip on WMAQ when latter leaves Aug. 31 for a Washington assign- 
with his dad’s newsletter and Changing Times mag. Mary 
Dooling is resigning at the end of the month as exec director of the 
Talent, Inc. agenting firm to launch her own personal management 
shop in Manhattan . . Ruth Harshaw, conductor of WMAQ’s “‘Car- 
nival of Books,” flying to Europe this weekend where she'll tape a 
batch of shows. 


IN SAN FRANCISCO ... 


Charlotte Cohelan, executive secretary of Frisco’s AFTRA local 
since November, 1951 has resigned, effective Sept. 1, to practice law 
full-time. No successor has been picked yet ...KRON’s filed an 
plication with the FCC to build a new antenna and antenna platform 
near its present facility on suburban San Bruna Mountain. New an- 


ap- 


|}tenna would be 2229 feet above sea-level, 749 feet above the present 


Winchell and Fulton Lewis.” The “good music” format of WGMS-FM | 
will remain unchanged. In addition, WGMS-AM will increase the 
news coverage of the station and will include popular music. 

Radio Advertising Bureau is paving the way for a flock of agency 
and advertiser execs at the annual National Radio Advertising Clinic. 
Meetings will be held at N.Y.’s Waldorf-Astoria on Oct. 29 and 30 
under RAB auspices 

A by-invitation affair, the conclave wiil be limited to 500 agency- 
advertiser § ts on both days. Kevin Sweenty, RAB prexy, disclosed. 
Executives of member stations to RAB will be limited to 350. Al- 
ready, a third of the latter group have made reservations. 


Motif will be a repeat on last year: 


“How we do it” stories by a 


variety of national advertisers who have success yarns to spin about 


radio’s effectiveness. Apart from 


the main speeches, panel programs 


will be running morning and afternoon on both days. 


Peters, Griffin, 
understood to be over $100,000 on 
to break next week. 


Woodward Inc., 


station rep, has devoted what is 
a radio-tv market research project, 


It’s probably the largest amount devoted to a 


Single promotion-sales scheme allocated so far in the “battle of the 


plusses” raging among reps. 


As part of its expansion program, the RKO-WOR recording division 
is now constructing a new studio on the 25th floor of Mutual’s N. Y. 


headquarter building. 
business. 


The studio will be completed for early fall 


Division manager John B. Hayes said the new studio, which will 


incorporate all modern electronic 


advances, will supplement the or- 


ganization’s existing facilities on the 18th floor of the same building. 


| ager 





tower. The NBC affiliate also plans to invite other local tv stations 
to use the antenna if they want. KRON’s figtring an improving its 
area of good service 16% with the new antenna, says General Man- 
Harold See ... New auditor at KPIX, CBS-Westinghouse out- 
let, is Rodric Smith, who’s coming down from Westinghouse’s KEX, 
Portland . . . New director of KCBS’ Housewives’ Protective League 


|is Craig Harrison, replacing Lee Adams who joined WLW, Cincin- 


nati. 


IN BOSTON .... 


Duncan MacDonald, WNAC-TV Yankee Home and Food Show, tap- 
ing food, art and fashion interviews in Nassau for WNAC and 27 
Yankee network stations . . . American Tobacco Co. inked to sponsor 
the 7 p.m. news on WNAC-TV for 52 weeks this frame and Ralston 
Purina Co. signed for 60sec participations in the 7 a.m. Yankee 
weatherman on WNAC radio ... General Cigar Co. renewed alter- 
nate week sponsorship of “Adventures of the Falcon” Sunday nights 
at 11 01 WNAC-TV and Wonder Bread and Hostess Cakes renewed 
their alternate week sponsorship of WNAC-TV’s ‘‘Annie Oakley” 


(Continued on page 40) 
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Tele Follow-Up Comment 


PEO 


Tony Bennett Show 

Third and last up in the string 
of singers summer-filling for Perry 
Como is Tony Bennett who bowed 
his hour on NBC-TV Saturday (11). 
In for a five-week stretch, Bennett 
has a Jot of display time on his 
hands and from first show indica- 
tions it looks like it’s too much for 
him. (Preceding him in the sum- 
mer lineup were Patti Page and 
Julius Larosa.) 

Bennett was topflight in several 
song segments but when it came to 
the hosting and patter chores, he 
was at a complete loss. It could 
have been preem show jitters but 
he.never came close to showing 
the savvy displayed in his in-person 
assignments. 

He got no help from producer 
Norman Frank, either. 


fashioned along routine vaudeo 
lines and mounted with little im- 
agination. The sets, many times, 


to do with the mood of 
the song in front. This was es- 
pecially noticeable in Bennett's 
warm and appealing “Lost In The 
Stars.” Among the other Bennett 
song specialties were ‘“‘Happiness 
Street,” his current Columbia etch- 
ing, “Lullaby of Broadway,” ‘Rags 
To Riches” and “My Prayer.” 

Also in the song department 
were June Valli with a quickie 
visit to work over her current RCA 


had little 


Victor slice, “I've Just Got Some- | 


thing In My Eye,” and Debra Paget 
with a song and exciting cance 
tre’atment of “Delilah Jones.” 
George (Superman) Reeves came 
down to earth for this show for a 
workover of a couple of Mexican 
flavored tunes. In civvy garb, he’s 
just another guitar plucker. 

The comedies for the stanza were 
handled by Harvey Stone and Ben 
Blue with a socko straightman as- 
sist from Sid Fields. Stone came 


over mildly with a hit-and-miss 
monolog while Blue and Fields 
rehashed an oldie mind-reading 


sketch for an okay score. In be- 
tween was sandwiched The Three 
Goetschis with their flashy unicycle 
routine. 

Most of the show’s spirit, how- 
ever, came from a lively line of 
boys and girls who brightened 
some of the songs and dances. 

Gros. 
Kraft TV Theatre 

“Kraft TV Theatre,” which has 
been developing into one of the 
more qualitative and mature en- 
tries in the hourlong video drama 
sweepstakes, offered up a sensitive 
and arresting study in its produc- 
tion of “Anna _ Santonello” last 
Wednesday (8) on NBC-TV. It was 
in particular a notable triumph for 


Eileen Heckart, who turned in a 
distinguished performance in the 
role of an Italian-American girl 
who fell in love with an Irish re- 
pairman and is thwarted by her 
three older brothers. The story 
was that simple, yet as written by 


Robert Crean (tv critic for the 
Washington, D. C., Standard) and 
delineated by Miss Heckart and a 
fine cast, it had depth and con- 
veyed an emotional sweep usually 
limited by the bounds of the con- 
ventional hour presentation. 
Dealing primarily with a tradi- 


tion-bound Italian-American fam- 
ily, proud and bigoted in their 
background, it afforded a vehicle 
for many interesting facets per- 


taining to the dominant male, rigid 
nationality lines, and a very charm- 
ing and poignant awakening of a 
Shy, not too young sister in the 
background of this all-male house- 
hold. In 


addition, there was an 
unusually telling scene of an 
equally shy bachelor, awkward, 


alone and a social misfit. ; 
Without detracting from the ufh- 


usually fine and understanding per- | 


formances of the entire cast and 
after giving due praise to direction 


and production in this meaningful 


drama, first honors must go tq au- 
thor Crean, heretofore a tv un- 
known. His capacity to conquer a 
100d with his simple dialog and 
vibrant characterizations of a peo- 
ple and their way of life certainly 
holds forth promise of an exciting 
idition to the ranks of topfligh 
video dramatists. 


\long with Miss Heckart. whose 
cramatiec understanding has been 
broadening and deepening with 


each successive performance, there 
Was a charming and dynamic por- 


trayal of a priest by Carlos De-An- | 


felo; a truly sensitive gem of a 
vignette in the role of the rejected 
Suitor by Nehemiah Persoff and 
4a sympathetic performance of a 
burly, kind Irish intruder into this 
Italian household by James Gre- 
£ory. Richard Dunlap’s direction 
was completely attuned to the 
play’s nuances. Rose, 





Matinee Theatre 
There are no in-betweens in the 
music business world fashioned by 
Abby Mann and Jack Wilson in 








Show was | 


; 
+++ 
their hour-long teledrama, “The 
;Old Payola,” for NBC-TV’s “Ma- 
| tinee Theatre” last Wednesday (8). 
| According to the scripters, you 
}either sing rock 'n’ roll or Gersh- 
win. 

It’s dilemma disturbing a young 
| pop crooner (John Conte), his wife 
|\(Jeff Donnell), and _ his 
|buddie (Jackie Coogan). For with 
|the rockin’ beat come a hoodlum 
|manager (Lawrence Dobkin), an- 
gles, payolas and the singer’s loss 
|of integrity. Scripters had a work- 


| able premise in their topical theme 


reverting to cliche and trite atti- 
| tudes. 
more than a soaper with a 
Building flavor. 

Interspersed throughout the mel- 
|ler were some pretty caustic com- 
ments on the workings of the disk 
biz. References to shoving music 
|down the public’s throat, jukebox 


Brill 


| operator intrigue, disk jockey pay- | 


| offs, and the tiein between rock ’n’ 
‘roll and juvenile delinquency were 
thrown in to give the drama an 
aura of authenticity. The authors, 
| however, were throwing their 
|punches wildly and their message, 
|that the “clean” music business was 
/in a small Greenwich Village club 
singing “Someone To Watch Over 
Me,’ was unrealistic. 

Sherman Marks’ direction got 
the proper histrionic moods from 
the lead players and production 
flowed smoothly. Musical director 


ine 


marked the 200th outing for ‘“‘Ma- 
tinee Theatre.” 
hour drama every 
herculean task, and bossman Albert 
McLeery rates a nod for keeping 
it all in working condition. 

Gros. 





Ed Sullivan Show 





_livan, who was injured last week 
|in an auto crash in Connecticut, 
| bumped into a show Sunday (12) on 
which an emcee was seemingly 
|doomed. It was a layout that for 
| the most part was devoid of action. 
Dog acts and acrobats were needed 
lto impart movement to the pro- 
| ceedings. 

The bill carried a baseball motif 
that was carried on ad infinitum 
and with the kind of bookings that 
tended to create monotony. Silvers 
erred initially in holding forth for 
long periods during the opening 
| sequence, a rather dull and windy 
|; period during which the wives of 
the N.Y. Yankees were presented, 


and then into a series of singles, 
which didn’t constitute ideal 
vaudeo booking. The sole effort 
to get away from the succession of 


the solos was the quartetting of the 
four singles in get-together of “You 
Gotta Have Heart” with Jimmy 
Komack, of “Damn Yankees” 
fronting. 


The baseball motif continued 
with Teresa Brewer in two tunes, 
latter of which was “I Love 
Mickey” dedicated to the Yank 


Brewer apparently 
holding on 


slugger. Miss 
served her purpose in 
to the teen audience. 
Dick Shawn held a rather 
lengthy forum on a rookie pitcher. 
There weren’t many laughs in the 
bit, but the intended pathos didn’t 


come off either. The sole depar- 
ture from baseball was Charlotte 
Rae in a special material bit on 


diets which had some rather funny 
moments. 

Curiously enough, the rock ’n 
rollers, The Platters, carried more 
interest. It was perhaps a relief 
|to see. more than one face at a 
time in front of the camera, and a 
|familiar melody gave a needed 
break in the show. 


’ 


The finale, a presentation of 
Olympic athletes, past and present, 
was aided by the sense of move- 
ment. The camera didn’t dwell 
lengthily on a let of potent per- 
sonalities. including Jesse Owens 
Floyd. Patterson, the John B 
Kellys, Jr. and Sr., Eleanor Holm 
Rev. Bob Richards, Johnny Weis- 
muller, and a lot of other greats 
in the athletic world. These were 
seemingly people of strength and 
stature and could have been given 


a little more spotlight than was al- 
lotted them. Jose. 


Screen Directors Playhouse 

Conjuring up memories of the 
past by associating them with songs 
of yesteryear was a device that 
came off fairly well in “It’s a Most 
Unusual Day” via ABC-TV’s 
'“Sereen _ Directors Playhouse’ 
Wed. (8). Written and directed by 
Claude Binyon, the nostalgic piece 
obviously was replete with flash- 
| backs as a nightclubbing couple re- 
called milestones in their wedded 


(Continued on page 46) 


musical | 


| but they let it get out of hand by | 
| 


It turned out to be nothing | 


Eddie Truman supplied the origi- | 


nal rock ‘n’ roll tunes. They | 
showed the beat off at its worst. | 
The production, incidentally, 


Phil Silvers, subbing for Ed Sul- | 


ATLANTIC CITY HOLIDAY 
(Sunday Night Spectacular) 
With Jack Carter, Polly Bergen, 

Pat Boone, Bill Haley & His 
Comets, Jonathan Winters, Rocky 
| Graziano, Jayne Mansfield, Miss 
| Universe (Carol Morris), others 
| Producer - Director: Ernest D. 
| Glucksman 
| Writers: George Mort 
| Green 
|Music Director: Harry Sosnik 
'90 Mins., Sun. 7:39 p.m. 
| U, S. RUBBER, MAYBELLINE 
| NBC-TV, from New York and At- 

lantic City 

(Fletcher D. Richards, 

Although the only innocent par- 
ty to the whole melange, Atlantic 
City suffered something of a set- 
back on NBC-TV’s “Sunday Night 
(12) when “Atlantic 
City Holiday” was given a 90-min- 
| ute whirl in compatible tint. Even 
'on the premise that mid-August 
viewers are prone to be charitabie 
and merciful as regards summer- 
time video, everybody concerned. 
and particularly the sponsors, rated 
|a better shake’ than the mishmash 
thrown together for this glorifica- 
tion of the Jersey resort. 

All the more surprising, too, in 
view of the high talent potential 
assembled for the 7:30 to 9 show- 
;}case. In Jack Carter “Holiday” 
| boasted a sure footed trouper and 
'comie of no mean voltage. Polly 
Bergen knows her way with a tune 
and how to exploit her attractive- 


Foster, 


' Spectacular” 


ness to a maximum degree. Par- 
laying a Pygmalion-garbed Rocky 
Graziano as vis-a-vis to Jayne 


Mansfield’s Galatea on a visitation 
|to the A. C. sands from the planei 
Venus in order to case Miss Uni- 


verse suggested a _ poteniial for 
,|Some pleasant moments in the 
‘laugh and sight department. And 


x... | with the rock ’n’ roll idolators in | 
2utting on a new | 
weekday is a) 


mind producer Ernest D. Glucks- 
man tossed in such major expo- 
nents as Bill Haley & His Comets 
along with vocalist Pat Boone. For 
some added remote flavor 
|; was even an on-the-spot pickup 
from A.C. Steel Pier for a high 
wire act, the inevitable comic 
'divers and the Diving Horse. 

On top of all that throw in Jon- 
|athan Winters, and that’s a lot of 
|entertainment. But unfortunately, 
the end result was poor. The -ma- 
terial for the most part was down- 
right bad. Carter’s standup comi- 
calities have been seen to much 
better advantage. Miss Bergen had 
a few fetching moments in her 
“300 Club” chirping but. like most 
of the others, suffered a relapse 
On the story line continuity. What- 
ever potential the Pygmalicun-Gala- 
tea business offered get lost in the 
George Foster-Mort Green “sketch 
and continuity” shuffle. 

There was occasional lapses into 
the customary production numbers 
with the usually capable Harry 
Sosnik orch backgrounding. but 
generally it adhered to the cliche. 
The color, at least. was good 

Rose, 


CONVENTION STORY 

With John Daly, Quincey 
others 

Director: Marshall Diskin 

30 Mins.; Sat., 8 p.m. 

PHILCO 

ABC-TV, from Chicago 

(Hutchins ) 

On the eve of the convention. 
ABC-TV let the public in on how 
it expects to cover the Democratic 
conclave, parading the net’s 
men from various vantage 
as well as the array of 
equipment which 
The’ preliminaries usually are 
never as interesting as the main 
event and this show proved no ex- 
ception. 

Although the newsmen, with 
John Daly acting as host, acquit 
themselves ably, the preview un- 
veiled kinks in the technical end. 
At, one point, the audio was not 
working, and in another remote 
pickup, the latter from Midway 


Howe, 


news- 
points, 
technical 
will be used, 


Airport, the pictures scrambled 
As ever nimble John Daly put it 
following the audio booaboo. the 
dress rehearsal will help ABC-T\ 
to discover and iron out the wrin 
kles. 

The show had its impressive mo 
ments. Bein one of two ») 
weekend pre-convention broa 
casts, the other on Sunday devoted 
to the theme of “These Are the 
Men,” it underlines the extensive 


preparations and 
jof ABC-TV. Barring further tech- 
| nical difficulties. it’s hard to 
how the eyes and ears of ABC-TV 
will miss any significant public de- 
velopment at the convention. 

The Saturday half-hour took in 
the International Amphitheatre, the 
hotel headquarters of the delega- 
tions, as Well as other likely news- 
development scenes, winding up 
with a brief panel discussion by 
; ABC newsmen and others on the 
\significance of Truman’s an- 
j;nounced support of MHarriman’s 
nomination, Horo, 


he costly outlay 


see 


there | 


| 





OUTLOOK: THE DEMOCRATIC 
CONVENTION 

With Chet Huntley, David Brink- 
ley, Bill Henry, H, V. Kalten- 
born, Morgan Beatty, Ray Scher- 


er, Richard Harkness, Robert) 
MeCormick, Merrill Mueller, Jo- 
seph E, Harsch, Dr. George 
Gailup 


Producer: Julian Goodman 
Director: John Goetz 
Writer: Jerry Jacobs 
€9 Mins., Sun. (12), 5 p.m. 
NBC-TYV, from Chicago 

NBC-TV chose the regular “‘Out- 
| look” show to expand upon for its 
“preview” of the Democratic Con- 
vention, and will do the same next 
Sunday as the warmer-upper for 
the GOP conclave in San Fran- 
cisco. ‘The choice of “Outlook” was 
logical from a couple of stand- 
points—it fell within the right 


time period for such a night-before | 


0.0., and it’s helmed by Chet Hunt- 


ley, who’s to be the anchor man 
for the convention coverage and , 
who's the object of a big NBC 
buildup besides. 

Apart from the NBC penchant 
for showiness and a few embar- 
rassing miscues, the NBC preview 
went pretty well, what with live 
remotes all over Chicago to the 
various receptions, preparatory | 
groups, hotel lobbies and even a 


caucus. NBC cameras got hold of 
Adlai Stevenson and Eleanor Roos- 
evelt, Averell Harriman, Estes Ke- 
fauver and Stuart Symington at 
their various headquarters or re- 
ceptions or in the case of Syming- 
ton, on a stroll with WDAF-TV 
(Kansas City) news director Ran- 
dall Jessee. If the NBC interview- 


ers didn’t get the right answers 
from the prospective candidates 
they did ask the right questions 


and showed a hep approach that’s 
| bound to pay off during the cover- 


age itself. 

Other facets of the show were 
less effective. A series of specially 
shot or edited film clips of some 


of the sights of Chicago were mere- 
ly time-fillers. Shots of ‘people 
to watch for’ were useful but 
something of a hodge-podge of as- 
sorted stock shots (like the one of 
Meyor Robert F. Wagner at Yan- 
kee Stadium). Okay but poorly in- 


tegrated was a clip on all the 
Democratic candidates since Wil- 
liam Jennings Bryan. In the in- 


tegration of film and live, director 
John Goetz missed a few cues, and 
left some embarrassing - looking 
newsmen facing the cameras with 
nothing to say. One other point 
why NBC always have to go 
in for gimmickry, like the “Con- 
vention Central” routine with pan 
shots of a studio? A waste of time 
and motion and not at all impress- 
ing 

As to 


does 


the individual 
themselves, Huntley is an impres- 
sive frontman who also gave evil 
dence of knowing his onions in his 


newsmen 


one live remote interview. Brink- 
ley, Henry and the rest of the staff 
are all pros—too bad NBC buries 
them most of the year so there’s 


not that audience respect and rec- 
ognition that so easily accrues to 
their colleagues over at CBS. H. V 
Kaltenborn, one of the studio team, 
hasn’t been seen for the longest 
time, and before that was used 
only on a local N. Y. basis. If their 
convention work fulfills their early 
promise, maybe they’ll be around 
more often in the future. Chan. 


FRANKIE CARLE SHOW 
With Joanne Gilbert, guest 
Producer-Director: Jim Jordan Jr. 
15 Mins., Tues., 7:30 p.m. 
NBC-TV, from Hollywood 
NBC 


program spotlight- 


t's easy to see how brass 


would figure a 


ng the piano wizardry and friendl; 
personality of Frankie Carle should 
make 1 fine 15-minute umme}l 
entr\ rThere’s nothing wrong with 
he dea. or with the way the 
nitial program was executed and 
that exat hat the networl 
al ik nda fl \ 
Producer-directot Jim Jordan 
Jy must have thought he had a 
chance to create a new Liberace 
the way he let the cameras linger 
interminably on Carle. There was 


little imagination displayed in the 
show, and what leaked through the 
corner of the camera’s eye indi- 
cated there wasn’t even’ good 
usage of some apparently imagina- 
tive settings. 

Format is strictly radio with 
Carle at the piano, 88ing easily or 
|parlez-ing occasional palaver with 
/a guest. First guest, Joanne Gil- 
bert, wasn’t even photographed to 
‘advantage. Too, bad mike place- 
iment frequently had the = small 


(Continued on page 47) 


Networks Strive to Be ‘Different, 
Bypassing Chi Convention ‘Pool 


+ Chicagc, Aug, 14. 


Almost before the first ‘will 
| delegates pleased be seated” chant 
!boomed through the International 

Amphitheatre yesterday  (Mon.), 
the three television networks were 


joff and running—in every direc- 
tion. 

Patterns that will distinguish 
the webs’ ’56 coverage from poli- 
tical spreads of four years ago 


were cuickly apparent off the sam- 
pling of a brace of warmup sessions 


of the Dem’s whooptedoo yester- 
day. es CBS-TV, NBC-TV and 
ABC-TV swung into action after 


months of preparation. 

This time the video trio is show- 
ing I*ss hesitancy to use some edi- 
torial and showmanly discretion in 
switching to something more news- 
werthy when action gets dull on 
convention floor. They'll be de- 
bating for months the wisdom of 


!CBS-TV’s decision to bypass the 
Dem’s propaganda film at last 
nictht’s keynote bash. But most 


iele news experts are in agreement 
that the time is here to get the 
principle of “editorial selection” 
as firmly implanted in politicans’ 
consciousness for video as it is for 
press. 

Also this year, the nets individ- 
ually are going all out to inject 
their own flavor into proceedings 
so that the hoped for 100,000,000 
| viewers will have really three “dif- 
|ferent” shows from which to 
choose. In short, shoteallers are 
sticking to the collective pool only 
when absolutely necessary and are 
| freewheeling all over the competi- 
| tive lot. 

That the networks aren't content 
to be merely a multi-million dol- 
lar electronic soapbox for poli- 
ticians and that they're ready to do 
frantic battle with one another for 
news beats was obvious from start. 
All three of them soon cut away 
{from droning speeches and routine 
formalities ef the opening round 
whenever one of their legmen and 


floating cameras had cornered 
some political power that might 
throw some light on the _ hectic 
Democratic presidential and vice 
presidential birth pangs 

Despite all the new gear which 
has added much to the medium’'s 
mobility, not all of this hop-skip- 


and-pumping around the Windy 
City comes over successfully. Poli- 
tical conventions, especially in 
these ear'y “smoke filled rooms” 
stage, is like an iceberg with most 
of the meaty action carefully hid- 


den from view. But tv is in there 
trying and if the boys get tangled 
up now and then in their own 


cables, mavbe that adds to the tun, 


It would be impossible to list 
/ claimed in just 


coop each one 
day's shooting. Actually the scoop 
scorecard isn’t putting the publi- 
city lads in sueh a tizzy at this 
event in general recognition that 
it’s pretty much a matter of luck. 


‘Individual’ Touches 
Aside from roving crews spotted 
at Conrad Hilton Convention head- 


quarters and other key spots 
around town, mostly of “individu- 
ality’”’ touches are being imparted 


by non-pool cameras shooting con- 
vention scenes from top of the 
hall radio booths and portable units 
down on the floor. As result Bob 
Doyle’s pool leasers are playing to 
control room monitors to a much 
greater extent than in ’52 as NBC's 
chief tv director Ralph Peterson, 
CBS's Don Hewitt and ABC's 
Sonny Diskin are sending out their 
own pickups 

Except for a few new touches 
and faces, the web’s anchor setups 
are familiar to political fans. Chet 
Huntley, David Brinkley, Bill 
Henry and H. V. Kaltenborn as the 
analytical in-and-outers are doing 
running narration for NBC 

Walter Cronkite again is 
gab quarterbacking for 


doing 
CBS. 
Electronic Window” peephole bor- 
Person To Person . 
( 1 measure Ol scope to his 
deck but it’s of dubious value 
ABC’ John Daly and Quincy 


onlv « 


ole 


rowea trom 


the ymmmentators 
the fl 

Howevel their cramp | 
vorkin quartet are a Vi | 
handicap they’re on camera. 

NBC unveiled its 
da at the close of 
sion with cartoonist 
coming on with his “Pogo Party” 
insert, followed by ‘‘Cross-Coun- 
try Caucus” roundup of hometown 
angles from six cities. **Pogo” 
didn’t get off the ground on this 
first outing and the “Caucus” se- 
quence just added more pontificat- 
ing to the heavy round of same 
from experts on the scene. 

Much more meaningful was Kal- 
tenborn’s post-session it aimed at 
teenagers. Some of his younger 
colleagues could use a touch of the 
vet’s gusto and enthusiasm. 

Dave, 


are 


h a direct view of 


hen 
sidebar adden- 
afternoon Sses- 
Walt Kelly 


~ 





_-——_ 
re 


82 ARIETY Wednesday, August 15, 1956 


——— 


NBC RADIO’S NEW 
will sell her 














Only on NBC Radio will the lady find such va- 
riety of entertainment every weekday after- 
noon. And only on NBC Radio can advertisers 
buy one-minute participations in afternoon pro- 
grams—even dramatic shows—for less than 
$1,000 per minute. 


DRAMA ... beginning at 3:00 p.m. (EDT) 

She’ll hear FIVE STAR MATINEE, complete, 
live half-hour plays based on stories by her 
favorite authors of women’s magazine fiction 
. . . With Broadway star David Wayne as host- 
narrator. Next—three favorite day-dramas: 
HILLTOP HOUSE, PEPPER YOUNG’S FAM- 
ILY, and WOMAN IN MY HOUSE. Then 
MARY MARGARET McBRIDE in her new 


quarter-hour chats. 


MUSIC ... at 4:30 p.m. (EDT) 

An hour of melody. FRED WARING’S SONG- 
FEST presents Fred as host, with choral groups 
and top name stars direct from the Waring 
Workshop. Then to CAFE LOUNGE at the 
Hotel Statler in New York for the live rhythms 


of one of America’s leading cocktail combos. 


INFORMATION .... at 5:30 p.m. (EDT) 
Rounding out her afternoon, a stream of NEW 
IDEAS, reports from the BUSINESS WORLD, 
results on SPORT-O-RAMA, and Dr. George 
Gallup’s OBSERVATIONS on public opinion 
trends. 

Here’s variety to satisfy the housewife’s after- 
noon moods ... just as NBC BANDSTAND 
brightens her morning hours. It’s an opportun- 


ity to spread your sales messages throughout 





the day, for under $1,000 per commercial 


minute. 


Let your NBC Radio Network representative 


ie , .% }] } ] y 
show you ali the advantages. 
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VARIETY - ARB City-By-City Syndicated and National Spot Film Chart { 




















e 
VARIETY’S weekly chart of city-by-city ratings of syndicated and na- time factors, since sets-in-use and audience composition vary according to Cul 
tional spot film covers 40 to 60 cities reported by American Research Bur. time slot, i.e., a Saturday afternoon children’s show, with a low rating, may 
eau on a monthly basis. Cities will be rotated each week, with the 10 top- have a large share and an audience composed largely of children, with cor- | 
; . , . ae s responding results for the sponsor aiming at the children’s market. Abbre- 
rated film shows listed in each case, and their competition shown opposite. viations and symbols are as follows: (Adv), adventure; (Ch), children’s; 
All ratings are furnished by ARB, based on the latest reports. (Co), comedy; (Dr), drama; (Doc), documentary; (Mus), musical; Pi : 
This VARIETY chart represents a gathering of all pertinent informa- (Myst), mystery; (Q), quiz; (Sp), sports; (W), western; (Wom), ill 
tion about film in each market, which can be used by distributors, agencies, women’s. Numbered symbols next to station call letters represent the sta- Kaufn 
stations and clients as an aid in determining the effectiveness of a filmed tion’s channel; all channels above 13 are UHF. Those ad agencies listed as on 
show in the specific market. Attention should be paid to time—day and distributors rep the national sponsor for whom the film is aired. chang 
a 
comm 
It's 
TOP 10 PROGRAMS DAY AND JUNE SHARE SETS IN | TOP COMPETING PROGRAM — 
AND TYPE STATION DISTRIB. TIME RATING (%) USE PROGRAM STA. RATING ey Mi 
contre 


> the pi 
SACRAMENTO Approx. Set Count—450,000 Sesions—sovn (is) ake bows! 






































Assoc 
these 
1. Highway Patrol (Adv)...... i: Ziv .... Tues. 10:00-10:30 ...... ee  Beeperee S1.°] ‘laywrights 56 ..........00 neces: 22.4 air. J 
B. Cate & CRG) «5... .escevtnes | ae Ls Cvsdtan ca eeae Sun. 10:30-11:00 ...... eee  § ere 28’ | ‘elephone Time ........... i 10.5 nel 
3. Jungle Jim (Adv) .......... BORA ..ccocess Screen Gems...... PUG, Gee ...scgees: Se vv acaees GEM. sccccees Bet | CU GD ov ccccvcsvces a ere 3.0 ago t 
4. Turning Point (Dr). ......... ee SE. skowkenddenda Mon. 10:00-10:30 ....... eee f Aer +++. 41.°|R. Montgomery Presents....KCRA .......21.0 pix 0 
4. Waterfront (Adv) 5 venety« GRY keoweees Se cc eeieewbens Wed. 10:30-11:00 ....... SE intone eee gt ere rer re sr ee 71 is th 
4. Secret Journal (Dr) ......... IS beeen es eer a ae . eee 42.6......... 36.4|Ford Star Jubilee..... tee. tweens 14.3 eats 
7. Man Called X (Myst) ....... 2 | ee Teo rey Fri. 10:30-11:00 ........ | ae 41.0. ..ccccoe. 3¢-4/Gangbusters ....... errr r se = rrr: oe ny 
8. Death Valley Days (W) ......KCRA......... McCann-Erickson.. Fri. 10:00-10:30 ........12.9......... 26.2. .ccccoes 49.2 | Line-up (0s45600seCOee EE weeees. 27.2 ferre 
9. Mayor of the Town (Co)......KCRA......... . +) an near Thess. TOG Teo kccs es SC ca keen 44.0......... 28.4|Life of Riley...... (iessen TEE | wadawes 91 ers. . 
10. Celebrity Playhouse (Dr)... KBET.......... Screen Gems...... Wed. 10:00-10:30 ....... SE bikseees Pere er 48.6 This Is Your Life..... Seen &<ées: 32.5 share 
10. Public Defender (Dr) Se 0 ST ee Interstate csc MR BSED sve cvees 8 ere arr rr 51.4' Your Hit Parade........... oo | ee 34.5 he 
furth 
tives 
SYRACUSE Approx. Set Count—371,000 Stations—WSYR (3), WHEN (8) ele 
of G 
Vis 
1. Mr. District Attorney (Myst) WSYR _.... Se .ccvevkeeetaus Mon. DROGTIGS ....:: BBB i ciaiss BBB. chcicces 38. |Summer Theatre ......... WHEN ...... 17.6 “She 
2. Highway Patrol (Adv) WSYR......... Ziv......seee.... Wed. 10:30-11:00 .......16.1......... 42.0......... 384] 20th Century Fox.......... WHEN .......20.0 “Par 
3. Secret Journal (Dr) Wet. . «soe oS a Sun. 10:30-11:60 .... See Me a cp tah ceoos 51.1 What's My Line......<.secs. 2, 34.1 eg 
4. Liberace (Mus) et er | rae, arene ae Wed. 7:00-7:30 Weres;, °°. feerrerere ae 21.0 | Make Room for Daddy...... 2 A 7.3 Coy, 
5. Passport to Danger (Adv).....WHEN...... (5 ME a deememeees Mon. 7:00-7:30 . ins Ee alc RE ccscenss 18.0| Ethel & Albert ........... WEEE. svcwcas 4.7 “Fla: 
6. Waterfront (Adv) 1 4 Rae ee De. Ss. ae a vanewes Seurs. 27:00-11:30 ..... | Sarre were nc belbernns 24.3 News; Weather; Sports..... WHEN ...... 18.5 In 
Hour of Mystery......... WHEN ...... 3.9 na 
7. Little Rascals (Ch) ......... i 4, og et cys Mi? ot | ee 2 er 18.9; Count of Monte Cristo..... OEE iveawese 6.9 The 
8. Crunch & Des (Adv) eer. er: a ram rar Sat. 7:00-7:30 Stee nie Se eo) Kovac oo. 14.6| Big Picture eee ee 3) ae 41 on t 
8. Mayor of the Town (Co)......WSYR..........MCA ............ Sun. 7:00-7:30 .........10.5........ DR richbeas 39.5 | Lassie pi ieee ae aamewen c WHEN ....... 29.0 boat 
10. Superman (Adv) WHEN...... PIAMINGO..« sos Thurs. 6:00-6:30 .....  Srerewer 2 See 35:0 |CAMPOR PACK ... ccccceces _ oe 5.6 
¢ 
| 
— — a , = a . WCMB (27). WHP (55). WTPA (71). 
HARRISBURG Approx, Set Count—200,000 Stations—wWEaL (8), Lancaster; WHUM (61), Reading 
1. Highway Patrol (Adv) WGAL Ziv er Pe Thurs. 9:00-9:30 ree: 9 ae 49.5 i BE eo | a er, cars [i ——e 22.0 : 
2. Highway Patrol (Adv) WHP ae | See eee Tues. 9:00-9:30 ....... if See Es ais als ors 8.7| Fireside Theatre ....cccsce- WGAL, «seen 18.9 eat 
3. I Led 3 Lives (Adv) ee 3) ee: | a ee Sat. 7:00-7:50 eer re: ree ae oe G2.0 AMES CIQRICY .2icsdewcess Wier saves ccd’ subs 
4. The Whistler (Myst)..........WGAL........ ) eee lS 2 ee | ree $8.0) Late Ghew ....ccccescceses rere 9.0 clicl 
5. Waterfront (Adv) ............WGAL........ PR Sierinsede Wed. 7:00-7:30 .........18.9.....00.. ree 21.3| News; Sports .........see-. Ne ovcicucs 4.1 avi 
CBS News ......000000e: WHP ........ 5.4 
5. Annie Oakley (W) — Serene ee ae a | | ar reee 425 \I Led 3 Lives (oreeass: aexes 16.8 duc 
7 Western Marshal (W) rae eee eee WV OG. WOOO ki. Kaleaes chet wei eae%s 28.6 ee 48.0 | Godfrey & Friends......... WORE. s<c«s 185 fen: 
8. San Francisco Beat (Dr)... | ee Se ere Sat. 7:30-8:00 ........ .) ere SS Se Diet | eae UTPPIGG . 0k. «sc ciedaees WRERGS. deeess 27.4 “Ci 
9. Stage 7 (Dr) Leng 4 ERED ai SeSis SG. Ee aa Wed. 10:30-11:00 ..... i). re ae i Eee 46.5| Wed. Night Fights......... Ly 7, ee 15.4 = 
20th Century Fox........ WEE séescs 3.7 N 
10. The Falcon (Myst) WHP NBC Wed. 8:30-9:00 ; 11.8 26.6... 44.4|Godfrey & Friends........ WGAL «reese be 
BCE 
wit 
“4 "9 . ‘ zm» ] Y ’ ‘ ’ . , TTENUT power v9 , bla 
SALT L. CY-OGDEN-PROVO Approx. Set Count—200.060 Stations—KUTV (2), KTVT (4), KSL (5), Salt Lake City a 
and 
Sto! 
1. Highway Patrol (Adv) KSL ae SE eee Sun. 9:30-10:00 fk re ct ere 50.9 Secret Journal eeree re ys ee eee 8 Sig 
2. Guy Lombardo (Mus) MEME va soccktaniay SY 4 che eae s Sun. 9:00-9:30 ee ae Oe iawesicns<. 48.6' Purity Playhouse ee 4S 16.2 foo 
3. Science Ficton Thea. (Adv) _.KSL......... UR oc awaakieas Thurs. 9:30-10:00 ......23.1......... B2.2..cccecee 44.3 Hollywood Premier Theatre KUTV_....... 10.7 a 
4. Confidential File (Doc) KSL ee yekad Fri. 9:00-9:30 eee 8 rrr 48.6 Academy Theatre Teer 3 Aer 13.0 ~ 
5. I Search for Adventure (Adv) KSL a Bagnall cea Fri. 8:30-9:00 ae | aa BE cigs avatetss 43.6; Western Marshal ......... Jy : ieee 11.2 NR 
6. I Led 3 Lives (Adv) KSI Z1\ ; rue 7:30-8:00 ie Oe. «sitters GO veeees BOL MME BOTD 5.544 s0ckeses WEY isceian cdo CN 
7. Mr. District Attorney (Myst). . KSI] ZiV Mon. 9:30-10:00 eee Sere re 48.1; Death Valley Days......... BOVE acess 18.4 7 ma 
7. Death Valley Days (W) KTVI MeCann-Erickson Mon. 9:30-10:00 ae 18.4 DI fale ei Abe 48.1|Mr. District Attorney....... oar 18.4 Li 
9. Stories of the Century (W) KSL H-T\ Thurs. 8:00-8:30 ...... 17.3 eas Stee 45.9| You Bet Your Life... ...s.. Se 26.9 _ 
10. Cisco Kid (W) KUTY\ ZAV Fri. 6:00-6:30 ee sete ee eo.8 | weet StOPV . 2... ev evoswbens Mew e vcvaawe 10.2 fo 
10. Crunch & Des (Adv) KTVT NBC Mon. 9:00-9:30 17.1 * Vrrerrre cs). 2 oe errr KSL ere 
‘T 
7 + -« © } 
HONOLULU Approx. Set Count—80,000 Stations—KONA (2), KULA (4), KGMB (9) ) 
ke 
1. Highway Patrol (Adv) Pern. * ee ee ree eee ae Wed; 6:30-0:00 ....055. Ba eas ft ere EY Ble AS io ce) 5 re 25.1 - 
2. Annie Oakley (W) ...........KULA......... + Pe Sr WEG: Teee-OOe o. i seses BUA Vealens | Berea ee 74.5) I’ve Got a Secret..... 1006s0e “Seams 22.0 fo 
ee: i Plamingo.. .isssss TORS; TIBO-B00 6s ccce es ee St 68.4'Chevy Show ....... ere, Cl! ere 
4. Science Fiction Thea. (Adv)... KONA........ errs ae i ere ae 648% -.-. 61.6 Celebrity Playhouse .......KGMB ...... 26.6 is 
5. Dangerous Assignment (Adv) KULA.......... er Mon. 9:00-9:30 ........ re ere 57.3| Bulova Showtime ..........KONA ....... 17.5 ee 
6. Count of Monte Cristo (Adv)... KULA.......... | eee ore Tues. 8:00-8:30 ........ S| re coes 4OG...cccccee G1.2) This Is Your Life..... ae 25.0 es 
7. Man Behind the Badge (Myst) KULA.......... a SP Tee BOOS. BOSD occ ss Bib ceccoccse GBB... cocccce CER Reeember Bette ......s00 KGMB ...... 21.7 ha 
8. Celebrity Playhouse (Dr)..... | re Screen Gems...... Sun. 9:00-9:30 ......... 26.6.......+. 43.2......... 61.6/ Science Fiction Theatre....KONA ....... 33.2 m: 
9. Meet Corliss Archer (Co).....KULA.......... SS eres Mon. 7:30-8:00 .........25.6...cccce+ 40.0...000... 64.0|Honeymooners .........00. ee kk ane8 22.8 = 
10, City Detective (Myst) ........KONA..... 6% ER OkeS 00000000 es DOMED scnedscess BEF decccccs Biv eccscecs MEk FUE MEPOED 10d ccdccccescc de soc es 33.8 ~ 
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‘HURRAY FOR THE REGIONALS’ 


TV-FILMS 














Guild to Give Matty Fox 500,000 


Shares for Seven Ex-UM&M Skeins 





A group led by Matty Fox is on¢ 


the verge of receiving a: major 
stock interest in Guild Films. Reub 


Kaufman, prexy of Guild, and Fox, 
head of C&C Television, are nego- 
tiating the final stages of an ex- 
change. Guild is to receive seven 
telefilm series for which it will 
give up about 500,000 shares of 
common stock, it’s understood. 


It's reported that Fox will relin- 
quish the seven telefilm skeins 
which originally were distributed 
py Motion Pictures for Television, 
controlled by Fox. MPTV gave up 
the pix to UM&M, which was later 
bought out by National Telefilm 
Associates, leaving distribution of 
these particular series up in the 
air. Fox, who handles them in be- 
half of various producers, was in 
negotiation with NTA some weeks 
ago to permit distribution of the 
pix on a fee basis. The Guild deal 
is the latest, and seems close to 
consummation. 


The 500,000 shares of Guild are 
of a new issue. They will be trans- 
ferred to Fox and the pic produc- 
ers, At present Guild has 1,032,686 
shares outstanding, but the Secur- 
ity Exchange Commission has au- 
thorized 2,000,000 shares, It was 
further reported that for the nega- 
tives of the series, Guild was al- 
lowing the Fox group options to 
buy another 200,000 or more shares 
of Guild common stock. 


Vidpix under discussion are | 
“Sherlock Holmes,” “Janet Dean,” | 
“Paris Precinct,” and the quarter- 
hour “Junior Science” pix, another 
15-minute batch, “Col. Tim Mc- 
Coy,” and “Duffy’s Tavern” and 
“Flash Gordon.” 

In recent days, trading on Guild | 
shares has been unusually high, | 
reaching several thousand daily. 
The stock was recently accepted 
on the American Stock Exchange 
board. 





| 
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Citizen Soldier’ 


Next for Cal Nat 


Operations of the reorganized 
California National Productions 
subsid of NBC are starting to 
Click into place, with the Alan 
Livingston-helmed setup this week 
finalizing its second new property 
in as many weeks, this to be pro- 
duced in cooperation with the De- 
fense Dept. under the title of 
“Citizen Soldier.” Only last week, 
CNP finalized a deal for the pro- 
duction of the “Tarzan” series. 

New series, much of which will 
be shot on location of actual battle | 
scenes along the Rhine in Germany 
With current contingents of GI’s 
playing the roles of their World 
War II counterparts, will deal with 
the WW II civilian-turned-soldier 
and will include behind-the-lines 
Stories as well as battlefield plots. 
Signal Corps in contributing stock 
footage of battle scenes to tke 
Series, as well as cooperating with 
the new filming. 

Series will be syndicated via the 
NBC Television Films division of | 
CNP. Bob Levitt, CNP general | 
Manager in N. Y., has tapped Bill 
Lawrence, head of the eastern | 
Program development department, | 
to set up a staff and screen scripts 
for the show. | 








‘Dr. Christian’ Sold | 
In 103 TV Markets | 


Sales in a total of 103 tv mar- | 
kets have been rung up by Ziv for | 
“Dr. Christian,” which just recent- | 
y was released to the Ziv sales | 
force for marketing. 

Rapid climb of the market list | 
is largely accounted for by strong | 
activity among regional clients for 
Multi-market deals. So far, the 
average “Dr. Christian” customer | 
has been signing for eight to 10) 
Markets. These include Mueller’s | 


Jackie Cooper Doubles 
As ‘People’s’ Director 


Hollywood, Aug. 14.” 
Jackie Cooper continues his tele- 
film directing career, as well as 
starring in the next batch of Mc- 
Cadden-Irving Brecher’s “The Peo- 
ple’s Choice” vidpix. Cooper got 
his first taste of tv film direction 
last season, when he helmed the 
last segment of the series. 


According to producer Brecher, 
Cooper is the only director cur- 
rently assigned to “Choice,” which 
has 26 stanzas to film. 


Telefilm Pattern 
Gets a Resounding 
Payoff at WPIX 


N.Y. indie WPIX has put its 
programming stake on_ half-hour 
telefilms, with 35 such syndication 





QUT OF SLUMP 


Firstrun syndication business, 


which has been in the doldrums 
for something like a year, has done 
a turnabout and is booming. Much 
of the credit for the boom accrues 
to big: regional sponsors who are 
moving into vidpix sponsorship at 
an unprecedented rate. 

There isn’t a syndication outfit 
in the business which can recall 
the kind of regional business that's 
been compressed into the past few 
weeks. Deals like Esso’s first-time 
49 markets on “Star Perfor- 
mance” and Slenderella’s 35 mar- 
kets on the same show, also a first- 
time in syndication for the reduc- 
ing salon chain. Also, the 17- 
market Chunky deal for “The 
_Legionnaire,” in the rerun vein. 
In firstrun, there’s the five region- 
als on “Code 3,” topped by Na- 
tional Biscuit, Signal Oil and Petri 
Wine; the “Dr. Christian” deals 
like S&W Foods on the Coast and 
Lee Optical’s 14 markets in Texas; 
the four-way 29 market spread on 
“Sheriff of Cochise” on the Coast 
(see separate story) following by 
only a couple of weeks Socony 
Mobile Oil’s 67 markets on the 
| same show. That’s only a sam- 
| pling of many such deals. 


Net result is that the syndicators 








programs now being aired, and an- | are expected once more to put both 
other 25 due to bow in the fall. feet into syndication, after a lay- 

To date, about 50% of the proj-| Off period of over a year that’s 
ected 60 half-hours have been sold | Seen them leery of the market-by- 
for full or alternate week sponsor- | Market situation and concentrating 


| ship, with the outlook good for | their shots on a network level. Fact 


i Bunny Theatre,” 


remaining 50% of the syndicated 
programming area. 

Among those picking up the tab 
are General Electric, which bought 
four telefilm shows, Piels Beer, 


tine Beer for “Highway Patrol,” 
Clairoil for ‘‘Rosemary Clooney,” 
and Mueller Macaroni for “Dr. 
Christian.” 


The projected 60 telefilm series 
for the fall represents a sharp in- 
crease when compared to the 25 
telefilm programs WPIX had last 
fall. It also makes the New York 
Daily News station the top outlet 
in the seven-station market for 
telefilms, with twice as many half- 
hour skeins slated for fall airing 
on WPIX as telecast by any other 
N.Y. station. 


Comes September, WPIX will be 
programming half-hour telefilms 
from 6:30 to 11:30 p.m. Monday 
through Friday and on Sundays 
from 4 p.m., with half-hours begin- 
ning at 6 p.m. on Saturdays. 

The latest advertiser to latch on 
to the fast-selling participations 


for “Popeye the Sailor,” also due | 
: |of attempting network-only sales. 


to bow in the fall, is M & M Candy. 


WABD GETS FLOCK 





‘latching on to participations in the | that Gross-Krasne, who are plenty 


| 


|inked for three, Quaker City Choc- | 
|olate, for two, Ralston Purina for | 
|““I Search for Adventure,” Ballan- | 





OF TELEFILM CLIENTS, 


The telefilm sponsorship pacts 
are beginning to come in a rush 
at WABD. 
Mont o&o, in N. Y., pacted four 
alternate sponsors to half-hour 


|shows for fall and firmed up sev- 


eral others to participate in the la- 
test of the “Looney Tunes,” 
stripped at 6:30 p.m. 

Seven-Up bought half of “Bugs 
a special Friday 
nght-at-7:30 compilation of Asso- 
ciated Artist product. Sandy 
Becker, “Looney” emcee, will also 
do this show. 

Gold Seal bought alternate 
weeks on “Sherlock Holmes,” at 

p.m. Friday and alternates on 
the Ray Milland telefilms Wednes- 
day at 8:30, plus a package of 
Class A spots. Other sponsor for 
Milland on WABD will be Rogers 
Mattress. Pope Tomatoes has taken 
skip-weeks on Ethel Barrymore’s 
show Fridays at 8:30. 


Poll Parrott Shoes, National 
Biscuit, Maggio Carrotts, Milani 
Salad Dressing, Bosco, Arnold 


Bakery, Chuckles Candy, Schwinn 
Bikes, American Pencil have 


Last week, the Du-| 





savvy in the syndicated field after | 
their United Television Program | 
experience, would once against go 
through the cost and headache of 
reestablishing a sales operation 
and throwing production coin into | 
their O. Henry series would indi- | 
cate more than casual confidence | 
in the syndication market. 

The upbeat is reflected in other | 
quarters as well. California Na- 
tional Productions the NBC sub- 
sid, is on an all-out expansion pro- 
gram that will see much of its new 
product earmarked for syndication, 
like the new “Civilian Soldier” 
package. National Telefilm As- 
sociates which foreswore syndica- 
tion in light of its heavy feature 
film investments, got into the act 
with “Cochise” on the strength of 
its regional deals, and although 
NTA has been around for some 
time, this was its first new syndi- 
cation show since it turned out a 
few spare “China Smith” episodes 
a couple of years back. 

Immediate effect of the upbeat 
will probably see syndicators put- 
ting up for sale regional and syn- 
dicated series on which they had 
produced only a pilot for purposes 


Ordinarily, having been unsuccess- 
ful with a network deal the syn- 
dicators would shelve the pilots 
until late fall or next spring with 
another try for a network deal. 
But in view of the upbeat, it’s not | 
unlikely that many will go ahead | 
with production of 39 films in the} 
series after catching hold of a re-| 
gional deal to defray some of the 
costs. 


PINE-THOMAS PREP 
3 TELEPIX SERIES 


Hollywood, Aug. 14. 
Three pilots are being prepped 
Pine-Thomas for aS many vid- 








by 


| film series and initialler, “Outpost,” 


| 
| 


{ 


will roll in mid-August, according 
to William Thomas. 

Second property is “Johnny Pil- 
grim,” a private eye series and| 
third is yet undisclosed, Telepix | 
activity will supplement P-T’s fea- | 
ture program, which resumes with 
“The Big Caper.” 


More ‘Code 3’ Sales 


“Code 3” sales by ABC Film 


} 





folio for the present. 





Syndication keep perking along, 


with another two multi-market | 


Macaroni, Hekman Biscuits, Coors; bought into the five-participation-| deals inked by the Fleming Co. | 


an S & W Foods and Lee Opti-| 
al.’ 


a-night “Looney Tunes.” 
them start in Sept. 


Most of |and Top 


Value Enterprises in 


seven markets. 








“Johnny Nighthawk’ 
On Briskin SG Agenda 


first Briskin Productions 
| series designed for the syndication 
|market will be “Johnny Night- 
| hawk” an adventure series. 
This series, like the ether three 
;announced’-_ Briskin __ productions, 
will be released by Screen Gems 
and marks the 13th new Screen 
Gems telefilm series for the 1957- 


The 


tions include “Casey Jones,” “Cap- 
tain Charlie's Showboat,” and 
“Tom, Dick and Harry.” 

Joseph Hoffman, currently pro- 
ducing for the Ford Theatre, has 
been assigned to do the pilot on 
“Johnny Nighthawk.” 


OF Sets WCBS-TV 
Stu Erwin Strips; 
1006 3-Yr. Deal 





With its morning vidpix strip 
pattern now — successfully en- 


trenched, WCBS-TV, the CBS flag- 
ship in New York, has taken steps 





| for the hour segment with the pur- 


chase of 130 Stu Erwin filmed 
comedy shows under a three-year 


jleal which permits the station four | 


runs per pic. Again the beneficiary 
is Official Films, which earlier had 
pioneered the strip pattern on the 
station with the sale of its “My 
Little Margie” bundle of 115 films. 


New deal, involving approximate- 


ly $100,000, gives the flagship some | 


320 half-hour comedy shows with 
which to fill the 9 to 10 a.m. hour. 
Station started with “Margie” at 
9 am. and “Amos 'n’ Andy” at 
9:30, and that’s the format that’s 
currently holding forth. The Erwin 
comedies will be used to spell one 
or the other, more likely the 
“A&A” shows since there are only 
78 of these. No starting date is set 
for the Erwin films, since station 
wants to see how many times the 
“Margie” and “A&A” pix can go 
round before the ratings start to 
decline, but the three-year pact 
takes effect in October. Likelihood 
is that it may be as long as a year 
before the Erwin comedies 
used, 


GROSS-KRASNE SET 
THREE SALES VEEPEES 


Gross-Krasne, which 
ing syndication for the first time 
in a year and a half via sale of 
its own production of an O. Henry 
half-hour anthology, has firmed up 
its three key salesmen. All were 
given veep stripes. 

Robert Brahm, who was eastern 
sales manager at Screen Gems for 





five years before switching to Gen- | 


eral Artists to sell 20th Fox tele- 
film, will become v.p. in charge of 
G-K’s N. Y. operation, to hit Goth 
am agencies. G-K plan is to go af- 
ter regional accounts exclusively 
with the hard-core sales group. 

Irving Feld, at MPTV and Guild 
formerly, will head up the 
org’s western sales division. Mel 
Schlank, who was also hired last 
week, will be a veep without port 
Schlank has 
been producer’s representative for 
Gross and Krasne for some time. 

Phil Krasne, -co-partner with Jack 
Gross in G-K and the O. Henry 
telefilm venture, said in N. Y. last 
week that they will bide their time 
before hiring other salesmen they 
had in mind. First they want to 
see how well they click on a sale 
via a major agency. 


new 





Hollywood—New southern states 


|}rep for Clampet-Toon Commercials 


Inc., is Francis McGuire, named 
last week by firm topper Bob Clam- 
pett. McGuire will establish hg in 
Nashville. . 


‘58 season. Other Briskin produc- 


to expand the supply of product | 


are 


is reenter- | 


EFT oVANICATORS (BS Full of Animation, Projecting 
Terrytoons Into TV Programming 


+ 


With most of the 
|and inventorying now complete 
|since CBS purchased Terrytoons 
‘for $5,000,000 at the beginning of 
| the year, the New Rochelle anima- 
| tion plant is swinging into a diver- 
| Sified and fullscale production ef- 
ifort that will embrace television 
| programming, special effects for 
video, tv animated commercials on 
/a open-to-all basis and continuation 
of theatrical cartoons for 20th-Fox 
| distribution. 

Under exec producer Gene 
Deitch, former UPA exec who re- 
cenily took over the _ creative 
chores at Terrytoons, the hottest 
project in the works at the CBS 
subsid is a new series of children’s 
cartoons under the title of a new 
character, “Tom Terrific.”” Current 
plans—project is in the pilot stage 
—are to produce five four-minute 
cliffhanger episodes for each story, 
for initial use on the CBS-TV 
“Captain Kangaroo” morning kid- 
show. Under such a formula, the 
five episodes could then be com- 
bined and edited into a 15-minute 
program for use on other kidshows 
and eventual syndication through 
| CBS television Film Sales. Number 
'of such 15-minute shows would de- 
pend on the reaction to the strip 
showings on “Kangaroo.” Series 
is an adventure story, with the title 
character being a little boy who 


stock-taking 





can turn into anything he wants 
to be. Allan Swift is doing the 
voices. 

First evidence of the subsid’s 


new work for television, however, 
will be seen next Sunday (19) on 
the Ed Sullivan show, for which 
| Terrytoons has created eight one- 
}minute animated introductions. 
Sullivan has indicated he'd like to 
experiment some more in this di- 
rection. The introes will concern 
Sullivan’s international search for 
talent, in keeping with the general 
theme of Sunday’s show, “Sulli- 
van’s Travels,” but if these click, 
some more with other themes will 
be ordered, 

On the commercial side, Deitch 
said Terrytoons would attempt to 
concentrate on “comedy commer- 

(Continued on page 44) 


Sheriff Cochise / 
4-Sponsor Deal 


National Telefilm Associates hag 
worked out an unusual four-way 
regional on the Coast for its 
“Sheriff of Cochise” series in co- 
production with Desilu. Deal calls 
for four Coast bankrollers, all out 
of the Erwin, Wasey agency, to 
take on the series in 29 markets, 
which combined with the earlier 
|regional deal in the midwest with 
Socony Mobil Oil, brings the mar- 
ket total sold on the western to 
96 in only two transactions. NTA 
hasn’t started selling the show on 
a single-market basis yet. 

Under the four-sponsor deal, 
A-1 Beer, White King Soap, Star- 
kist Tuna and Carnation will share 
| the series in 29 markets. Complex 
arrangement calls for each of the 
sponsors to b.r. the show solo jn 
some markets and on a cosponsor- 
ship basis in others. Where the 
sponsor’s distribution pattern is 
unduplicated by any of the others, 
he’ll go solo, but where duplication 
exists, they’ll duplicate. In any 
case, there will be no more than 
two sponsors in each market, with 
Wasey having worked out the pat- 
tern on that basis. 


Universal’s TV Div. 
| In Peak Com’! Prod. 


Universal Pictures Television, 
the video department of the mo- 
|tion picture company, will hit a 
new peak in production of tv com- 
'mercials during the next few 
weeks, with 120 commercials slated 
to be lensed. 
| National advertisers include De- 








, 





| Bete Lux, Campbell Soups, Marl- 


boro, Philip Morris and’ Pepsi Cola, 
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_ WITH DAILY 


-WASHING-UP 
1000! 


What a time to talk about soap products 
.. while 4,115,000 people a minute— 





mostly homemakers—are listening attentively 
to weekday drama on CBS Radio. 


In a five-day span, these dramatic serials 
reach 20,548,000 different people. 


They listen an average of three hours each. 





this is the right time to buy... 
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12:00 N. 
12:15 PM 
12:30 PM 
12:45 PM 
1:00 PM 
1:15 PM 
1:30 PM 
1:45 PM 
2:05 PM 
2:15 PM 
2:30 PM 


From left to right: 


WENDY WARREN & THE NEWS 
BACKSTAGE WIFE 
ROMANCE OF HELEN TRENT 
OUR GAL SUNDAY 

ROAD OF LIFE 

AUNT JENNY 

YOUNG DR. MALONE 
GUIDING LIGHT 

RIGHT TO HAPPINESS 
SECOND MRS. BURTON 
THIS IS NORA DRAKE 
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More Singing, Less Oratory To 
Keynote GOP’s Non-Controversial 





Frisco Convention: Stars Move In 


By BILL STEIF 


San Francisco, Aug. 14. 

With the three television net- 
works geared for unprecedented 
coverage of the GOP convention, 
the big question being raised is— 
what is there to cover? 

This is the nets’ biggest prob- 
lem, unvoiced but all-pervading, 
because of the fact that there is so 
little real controversy over the 
GOP ticket. This problem also ac- 
counts for the Republican National 
Committee’s unusual devotion to 
the convention’s entertainment as- 
pects. 

Result is that the Republicans 
are admitting, quite openly, that 
they'll purvey more singing and 
less oratory this year than ever be- 
fore. 


This was the word from actor | 


George Murphy, up from Holly- 
wood last week after lining up tal- 
ent, and from Mrs. Webster B. 
Todd, New Jersey national com- 
mitteewoman who heads the music 
subcommittee. 

Definitely scheduled for places 
on the program are Ethel Merman, 
Jane Powell, John Charles Thom- 
as, Lucille Norman, Brian Sullivan, 
The King’s Men, Gene Archer and 
Patrice Munsel. In addition, Mur- 
phy hopes to snag Rosalind Rus- 
sell, Irene Dunne, Howard Keel 
and possibly Helen Hayes, if she’s 
back from Europe in time. 

Three local choral groups, the 
Loring Club, La Golondrina Sing- 
ers and Frisco Boys’ Club chorus, 
are also billed, and more talent is 
in the works. Irving Berlin will 
also introduce the 1956 official 
campaign song, “Ike For Four 
More Years.” 

Murphy said ‘a large percent- 
age” of televised proceedings 
would be given over to entertain- 
ment, and national chairman Leon- 
ard W. Hall’s already made it clear 
that he expects speeches to run no 
more than 20 minutes. 

A Big Frisco Com’l 

With plenty of mobile cameras 

floating about Frisco’s downtown, 


and not too much unusual happen- | 
GOP | 


ing at the Cow Palace, the 
convention may turn out to be a 


unique commercial for this hilly, | 
If the home viewers | 
will go for it, and the tv nets don’t | 


foggy city. 


mind spending the money, Frisco’s 
delighted. 


There’s one thing all Frisco 


knows: the GOP convention is first | 
and foremost television’s show, the | 
year’s biggest electronic binge. The | 
over | 


fact is evidenced over and 
again, Almost every preparation for 
the convention is angled toward 
tv, and the television networks 
have responded by pouring a treas- 
ure of time, talent and money into 
this vast entertainment. 

The Cow Palace 
monster screen to be appreciated 
fully. The main building, with its 
two wings, covers five acres of 
ground. It sits at Frisco’s southern 


boundary in a small plain between | 


coastal foothills 
and was built in 
funds to handle livestock shows. 


The building’s management has 


and Frisco Bay 


spent $625,000 in the past year for | 


capital improvements 
part of a long-range plan and 
would have to be done, anyway. 
Only a fortnight ago workmen fin- 
ished treating the whole ceiling 
with acoustical material at a cost 
of $52,000. The 4,000-car parking 


these are 





lot has been improved. New 
drapes have been hung. New exit 
ramps, painting, paving, fire 
alarms, electrical systems, and a 
lot of other improvements have 


been introduced. 


But it wasn’t until last June that | 


tv’s concentrated effort began. 


ABC was the first to get going, | 


but the other nets have caught up 
and as of last weekend were nearly 


ready for the deluge of talent, and | 


extra equipment technicians ex- 
pected to descend as soon as the 
Democrats wind up their Chicago 
clambake. 
Breakdown of Coverage 

The three tv nets account for the 
great majority. Roughly, here's the 
way they're figured to swarm into 
Frisco: 

ABC—Bringing about 150 tech- 
nicians and 75 to 100 editorial and 


| 
itself needs a/| 


1935 with state | 


executive personnel in from Chi- 





cago, New York and Hollywood, | 


| This is the smallest influx of the 
|majors, because ABC has its 
|owned - and-operated KGO i 
| Frisco, from which 


| eneneeeenes help. 


| Fritz Littlejohn on the news side; 
| Frank Marx and Bill Trevarthen 
| will oversee the engineering. 

| NBC—Bringing in 340 persons 


| RCA-NBC delegation, arriving yes- 
; IN| terday (Mon.). NBC prez Robert 
it will draw | Sarnoff planed in Sunday (12) and 


: Heading UP board chairman Sylvester (Pat) 
the ABC operation will be John | Weaver is due in today (Tues.). 


Daly, Tom Velotta, Don Coe and|7Tyjg will make the GOP circuit 


| 
| 
| 


from Chicago, New York and Hol- | 


|lywood, with William R. McAn- 
|drew heading up the news opera- 
tion and Tom Phelan the engineer- 
ing. The net figures on originating 
seven tv shows from Frisco, more 


will be the John Cameron Swayze 
“Caravan,” inserts for ‘Home,” 
“Youth Wants to Know,” “Out- 


of the Air’ and “Meet the Press.” 

CBS— Bringing in 320 persons 
| from Chicago, New York and Hol- 
lywood, with Sig Mickelson having 
overall control and Don Hewitt di- 
rector in charge of the pool cam- 
eras. Shows originating from Fris- 
co will include “Face the Nation,” 
“Good Morning” and the news 
shows of Walter Cronkite, Doug 
Edwards and Charles Collingwood. 

The three nets have built the 
,equivalent of 15-room houses in 
| the north wing of the Cow Palace, 
'each with its own VIP room, 
| switchboards, commercial rooms 
and dressing rooms. Cost of these 
15-room houses is figured at up- 





than either CBS or ABC. These | 


' 
' 


| 


| 
| 


look,” “Today,” “American Forum | shows is Jack Poor. 


| 





BIG BRASS ON TAP 





Sarnoffs, Stanton, Kintner, 
‘Casing’ the Conventions 


Etc., 





Chicago, Aug. 14. 

The topline network executives 
out to observe the troops in action 
at the Democratic rally here this 
week are all slated to adhere to 
the “equal time” political proto- 
cal and will move on out to the 
Coast next week to be on hand 
for the Republican affair. 


General David Sarnoff tops the 


next week. 
CBS prexy Frank Stanton heads | 


the Columbia contingent which in- 
cludes CBS-TV prez J. L. (Jack) 
Van Volke.burg; exec veepee 
Merle Jones; CBS Radio ad-promo- 
tion veep Jules Dundes; opera- 
tions chief Ed Saxe, and _ sales 
management administrator William 
Fagan. 

Prez Robert Kintner is here 
keeping his eye on his ABC pla- 
toons and will ditto next week in 
Frisco. Repping Mutual at both 





KMOX TUNES UP FOR 
SYMINGTON’S FANS 


St. Louis, Aug. 14. 

With Missouri's U. S. Senator, 
W. Stuart Symington, St. Louis, a 
dark horse for the Democratic 
presidential nomination, KMOX, 
the local CBS outlet is covering 
this shindig for local consumption | 
and in addition will also air the 
doings of the Republican delegates 
at their San Francisco powwow. 
Rex Davis, the station’s news edi- 
tor, has been given the assignment 





to ferret out the back room con- 


|cludes for instance, ABC’s $15,000 | Illinois political figures. ‘ 


for air-conditioning, a very dub- 


ious necessity in fog-cooled Frisee.| grab big names of both political |bolstered their poise. 
wing | parties 
houses MBS, several independents, | opinions on the result of the se-|ing” with such regular entries as 
some phone company installations | lections of the delegates and the | 


In addition, the north 


and the Ampex tape recorder stu- 
dio. Ampex, which manufactures 
its tv recorder in suburban Red- 
wood City, has offered to tape 
| parts of the convention for smaller 
television stations free, and is 
sending a half-dozen recorders to 
the Cow Palace to do the job. 

Some 90 feet above the main 
auditorium, at the east end, are 
|more tv and radio booths, again 
mostly tv. Here the directors will 
sit, calling the shots on the six 
fixed floor cameras, on the cameras 
| alongside them and on any avail- 
| able mobile cameras— ABC claims 
|a “victory” in this latter category, 
| With a 10-ounce hand model. 

Also roosting in this aerie will 
be top newsmen for the nets, mon- 
itoring information from their 
floormen and directing the floor 
| operation. 


of the Cow Palace’s south wing is 


| devoted to the press, with the wire | net 


services preempting 
chunks of space. 


| Betty Furness’ 60 Commercials 

The auditorium itself is being 
fitted out to seat just under 15,000 
| persons, about 2800 less than it 
usually accommodates. This figure 
|}includes seats for 950 working 
press around the rostum at the 
hall’s eastern end, and main-floor 
seats for 1323 delegates. 


any kind of accurate accounting 
on who is spending what for the 
radio-tv coverage, 


CBS, for instance, has installed 
some special facilities for the 60- 
odd commercials Betty Furness is 
expected to do in the convention’s 


four days at the Cow Palace. But 
the sponsor, Westinghouse, and 
Westinghouse’s ad agency, Ket- 


chum, Macleod & Grove, are send- | 


ing 30 persons out from the east 
to make sure everything goes 
| smoothly with the commercials— 
| SO who hoists the bill on that? 


| How does ABC count the cost of 
| its 10-ounce camera? NBC has had 
|John Thompson, its Coast news 
chief headquartered at Hollywood, 
up here for weeks preparing for 
the convention, but he comes up 
regularly anyway. The editorial 
crew on which CBS’ Walter Cronk- 
ite is anchor man consists of nine 
news executives, 20 editors, 10 
Writers and four desk assistants 
(that’s Madison Avenue jargon for 
| copyboy!, but how many of these 
people would have been employed 
anyway? 


It is almost impossible to make | 


In addition Davis is expected to | 


for interviews on their | 


outcome of the November election. 


Clients Welcome Politico Breather 


Far from being miffed over political convention preemptions, 
sponsors in prime network time periods are actually pleased with 
the turn of events which will permit for a “balancing of the budg- 


ets” this week and next week. 


There’s hardly a major program entry riding the tv networks in 
the evening that hasn’t exceeded its total production budget for the 
season by at least $50,000, and in many instances reaching $100,000 


and more. 


Under the preemption rebate provided by the networks 


as shows get knocked off during the two-week convention period, 
the readjustment will permit them to bring their budgets in line 


with original schedules. 


In fact, 


nobody gets hurt much since the 


networks salvage the coin from the convention sponsorships. 








ae 


Chi’s ‘Aching Back’ Conclave 








Lasic elasticity of the tv news 
operations were brought into play 
even before the convention proper 
got under way. The combined 
forces of the tv trio.went into fast 
action over the weekend touched 
off by Truman’s bombshell an- 
rouncement at his Saturday (11) 
press session that he was support- 
ing Harriman. What was expected 
to be a rather leisurely day devoted 
to rehearsals out at the Amphithea- 
tre and last minute staff briefings 
at the Hilton studio developed into 
the hottest news day of a routine 
week of pre-convention jockeying. 

But the networks were set up 
and ready to go so that the rapid- 


fire round of switches to get the 
reactions to the former chief ex- 
ecutive’s surprise statement from 
all political camps was carried off 
without a hitch. 

Sharpened Techniques 


Perhaps more than anything 
else, the fact that network newsmen 
and technicians have had four 
years of handling rugged chores in 


wards of $50,000 apiece: this in- | fabs as they affect Missouri and the course of their regular day- 


to-day programming activities has 
sharpened their techniques and 
In_ short, 
they have been “learning by do- 
CBS-TV’s 


nightly Doug Edwards 


newscasts, John Daly’s ditto ABC- 


| Davis has been with KMOX for 10 | Tv strip, NBC-TV’s News Caravan 


| 
| 


| 








Most of the 49,000 square feet | tension of their conclave beyond 


the biggest | make the shift to Frisco to set up 
| for the GOP. 


| 
| 


; 


| 


| 





years. The broadcasts are being | 
jointly bankrolled by the Frisco | 
Railroad, Independent Grocers of | 
America and the Metropolitan 
Life Insurance Co. 








Dems Run Over? 


aa Continued from page 27 =e 
ing up in the Democratic delega- 
tion ranks now that former Presi- 
dent Harry Truman has thrown 
his weight behind New York Gov- 
ernor Averell Harriman’s bid for 
the top slot, the web factotums 
aren’t ignoring the possibility they 
may have two big shows on their 
hands at the same time. 

Even if the Dems complete their 
business sometime this weekend, 
as most observers expect, any ex- 








Friday night would mess up the 
work’s carefully laid plans to 





Among the many rumors wing- 
ing around the Conrad Hilton and | 
International Amphitheatre con- 
vention focal points is the flyer | 
that should the Dems still be in 
session next Monday, the Republi- 
cans may go into an immediate re- 
cess until they can take over the 
spotlight solo. 

But whatever transpires here the 
balance of the week, the radio-tv 
boys feel they’re ready to cope 
with the situation. All three video 
networks have skeleton news op- 
erations working the Frisco front | 
this week for the Republican’s pre- 
convention activities. These task | 
forces will be augmented if need | 
be by reserves dispatched from 
Chicago to pick up the GOP poli- | 
tical ball. 











Daly: ‘Don’t Forget ABC’ 
Chicago, Aug. 15. 
As host of CBS-TV’s “What’s 
My Line,” ABC veepee and 
convention anchor man John 
Daly played straightman to a 
quartet of CBS radio-tv corre- 
spondents who popped up on 
the paneler as~ ‘mystery 
guests” Sunday night (12). 
They were Walter Cronkite, 
Eric Sevareid, Charles Col- 
lingwood and Robert Trout. 
During the byplay with his 
colleagues, Daly got in a “loud 
and clear” plug that his net- 
work also will be covering the 


| that 
|\the mammoth task almost as if it 





Democrat’s clambake, 


and its “Wide Wide World” all of 
which routinely have put the met- 
tle of men and equipment to the 
test. 

Many of the wrinkles evolved 
over the past four years are being 
put to use here this week. The 
“electronic window” devised for 
Ed Murrow’s ‘Person to Person” 
is a feature of CBS-TV’s anchor 
studio, permitting commentator 
Walter Cronkite and the viewers a 
gander at the convention floor or 
a remote pickup while he’s on 


camera. NBC-TV is using its 
“WWW” pattern for those cross- 
country caucus inserts for the 


hometown sidelights from news- 
paper offices around the nation. 

There'll undoubtedly be a lot of 
battle scars before the curtain falls 
later this week. If four years ago 
was any indication there'll also be 
some outcroppings of competitive 
bitterness between the news hus- 
tlers in the wild scramble for 
beats. But overall, all hands are 
so much better briefed, better 
equipped and better prepared this 
year that the veterans of ’52 are 
looking back to those hectic cou- 
ple of weeks with a touch of nos- 
talgia. 

$17,000,000 Price Tag 


In ’52, all the excitements of 
pioneering and the pre-curtain jit- 
ters of a colossal premiere at- 
tended the convention coverage 


|which marked the first time tele- 
| vision 
|delays with the whole nation look- 


lensed the political roun- 


ing in. While there’s no belittling 
the blood, sweat and fears that go 
into an operation of this magni- 
tude bearing a $17,000,000 price 
tag, such is the managerial and 
technical maturity of the networks 
this time they are working 


were a routine assignment. 


The “let’s take this in stride” 
atmosphere is evident even though 
due to the vagaries of party poli- 
tics the danger signals have been 
posted that thé Dems may still be 
wrangling over their standard- 
bearers past the Friday night dead- 
line thus causing an overlap with 
the Republican convention due to 
start Monday (20) in San Francisco. 
Now that Truman has given his 
blessings to New York’s Governor 
Averell Harriman’s bid for the 
nomination no one is sure just 
what course the Dems will pursue 
or how long it will take them to 
get there. What last week had 


Continued from page 27 








—— | 





looked to be a harmonious and dull 
rally with Adlai Stevenson rated 
as the odds-on favorite for an 
early ballot nomination, has now 
taken on the complexion of a real 
brawl. 

And even if the Democrats finish 
roughly on schedule, the webs still 
have to make one of the most stu- 
pendous “jumps” in the annals of 


show business. The big show has 
to be struck here in Chi and re-set 
half way across the continent when 
the GOP takes over the spotlight 
next week in Frisco. 


Four years ago there were few 
guide-rules and it was largely a 
matter of playing it by ear and 
hoping for the best. With the first 
one under their belts, the Sig 
Mickelsens, the Bill McAndrews 
and the Tommy Velottas started 
plotting their strategies for the '56 
political outings almost before they 
broke camp in Chicago four sum- 
mers ago. For each of the three 
webs, the specific physical layouts 
and staff assignments at the Am- 
phitheatre and the Cow Palace on 
the Coast represent at least 18 
months of concentrated blueprint- 
ing and planning. 

NBC has built its tv control room 
around the “flow of information” 
principle so that all the dope from 
the legmen and the remote units 
spotted at key points along the 
convention beat are being funneled 
into a filter centre where they’ll 
be screened before being passed 
on to director Ralph Peterson. 
CBS this year is using a central 
radio-tv news desk helmed by John 
Day which is serving as a clear- 
inghouse and routing point for 
both media for the stuff dug up by 
the news staffers covering their 
respective aspects of the big show. 
ABC likewise has tightened up its 
operation for a more efficient 
channelling of news and assign- 
ments in and out of the Ampithe- 
atre and Conrad Hilton convention 
headquarters. - 








Freeloaders 


=a COntinued from page 27 Saeed 


is Vaughn (voice of RCA) Monroe 
as Official greeter. 

The Railroad press lounge, an in- 
novation of the ‘48 conventions in 
Philadelphia, is also in business, 
serving cold and hot drinks, beer, 
snacks, and tv. Admission to this 
is by cards which accompany each 
set of press credentials. 


Finally, of course, there are soft 
drinks at elbow’s reach in every 
corner of the Amphitheatre and 
hotel h.q. In addition to the tradi- 
tional Coca-Colas and Pepsi-Colas, 
the trade exhibit area, which netted 
the Democratic coffers $25,000, 
offers at least a dozen varieties of 
soft drinks. 


And to get to this center of hos- 
pitality General Tires is again pro- 
viding press buses from a number 
of hotels. 


For those with champagne tastes 
and no deadlines, there are a record- 
breaking number of parties, many 
of them covered by tv, most of 
them available to bearers of a card 
marked “News.” 

Fanciest and smartest party of 
them all, however, tonight's late 
fete tossed by Perle “hostess with 
the mostest’” Mesta, is limited to 
a lucky 350-400. CBS will cover 
this for the forthcoming Mesta 
televised biography on “Playhouse 
90” on Dec. 6, but otherwise only 
a lucky, few newsmen have re- 
ceived the coveted bids. The 
famous party-giver has been hav- 
ing a field day of tv appearances, 
including Sunday’s (12) ‘“What’s 
My Line” stint. A show biz entry 
in her own right, Mme. Mesta 





promises to produce a dazzling 
array of Broadway and Hollywood 
names. 
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All three of New York’s top three 
feature film programs are carried on 
WCBS-TV, channel 2. 


oa gt catia oe 


THE LATE SHOW is number one... 
THE EARLY SHOW is number two... 
4 THE LATE MATINEE is number three, 


Chances are this record will stand 





unbroken for a long, long time... 
because WCBS-TV has signed up two 
hundred and eighty more big films 
from the studios of Warner Brothers, 
Republic, and Columbia Pictures. 
The list of titles includes: 


The Maltese Falcon 
The top three The Life of Emile Zola 
Arsenic and Old Lace 
The Inspector General 
are on 2 Watch on the Rhine 
You'll Never Get Rich 
Little Caesar 
Christmas in Connecticut 
Pennies from Heaven 
George Washington Slept Here 
Flamingo Road 
Penny Serenade 


These hits and many more will soon 
have their first New York telecasts on 
WCBS-TV—the station which (with 
good reason) wins the largest average 
audience in New York day and night. 


Source: Nielsen, June 1956, Mon.-Fri. average rating 








THE LATE MATINEE 


- New York « CBS Owned « Represented by CBS Television Spot Sales 
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NOONTIME PULSE 
With Ken Banghart, Ray Owen, 
Gabe Pressman, others 
Producer-Writer: Len Weinles 
Director: Howard Bayha 
55 Mins.; Mon.-Fri., 12:05 p.m. 
Participating 
WRCA, New York 
Firm in the belief that what's 
good for the goose is good for the 


gander, WRCA, N.Y., some months | thriller-diller last week only a few 
ago began its own “busy busy” ear-| gays in advance of the Democratic 
ly ayem version of NBC’s “Moni-|hoopla in Chicago. 
Now, the network key, bor-| affairs with the savvy Robert Trout 


tor.” 
rowing from itself, has gone and 
inserted a ‘“Noontime 


day (6). 





CONVENTION FEVER 

With Robert Trout 
Producer-Director: George Vicas 
Writer: Walter Wager 


CBS, from New York 


THE RAWHIDE SHOW 
With Max Ferguson 
Producer-Writer: Ferguson 
15 Mins.; Mon.-Fri., 7 p.m. 


Max Ferguson, whose “Rawhide 


55 Mins.; Thurs. (9), 10:05 p.m. Ma from Halifax 


That quadrennial madness known | 


as the political conventions was | 


Show” is the most popular hot po- 
tato in Canada, teed off his new 


| 11-month contract with Canadian 


‘edited into a nostaigic one-shot} Broadcasting Corp. in saity fash- 


Pulse,” | to the early part of the century 
which kicked off a week ago Mon- | to bring the voice of perennial 
It’s very much like the | Nemo candidate William Jennings 


CBS Public 


at the narration helm harked back 


ion. He does satire Mon. and Fri., 
spins offbeat though not snob- 
aimed records Wed. and Thurs. 


Some of his satires have been 
disked by Folkways. 
Marvin Mellowbell, Ferguson’s 


rib of pear - toned announcers, 
fulsomely rhapsodized on the joy 


original “plagiarist,” which means | Bryan into the fray. In hop-skip- 
it’s snappy radio. jump razzle-dazzle beamed forth 

To judge by the segment caught | the voices of such standard bearers 
last Thursday (9), however, the) or stalwarts of the'r norties as 
12:05 to 1 pm. doings play the| Wendell Willkie, Franklin. D. 
straight music angle a_ little | Roosevelt, Woodrow Wi!son. Sena- 
heavier than the wakeup WRCA’er.| tor Barkley, Senator “aft. Tom 
Ken Banghart, one of the station’s| Dewey, Ike Eisenhower et al. 
sharpest newscasters, does the em-| Here, too, was the “insice stuff” 
ceeing. He’s part deejay, part in- nurveyer by the likes of James A. 


terviewer and part reporter. 
Maybe it was intentional, but 
Banghart gives off a sound like 
that of Bill Cullen, who fronts the 
first of the “Pulses.” Quick chat- 


ter, cheery aspect are the motif, | 


except for an inescapable dignity, 
which Cullen doesn’t read into his 
act. 

Banghart gets in that “getting 
around” aspect of “Pulse” by in- 
terviewing from his studio people 
on remote pickups from all parts 
of town. F’rinstance, he got over 
by mike to the Journal-American 
where he pumped a linotyper and 
a fashion editor. ‘‘Noontime Pulse” 
had begun browsing around the 
daily on Wednesday, object—as it 
always is with this format—to af- 
ford an insight into the machina- 
tions of the everyday folks. WRCA 
roving reporter Gabe Pressman 
and “Pulse” reporter Ray Owen 
are on-the-spot for bath “Pulses” 
—another way to keep up the pace. 

Banghart was Banghart in the 
five-minutes of news at 12:30: he 
Was good. Art. 


EAR ON CHICAGO 
With Hugh Hill, others 
Producer-narrator: Hill 
25 Mins.; Sat., 6:05 p.m. 
Sustaining 

CBS, from Chicago 

CBS previewed the Democratic 
National Convention Saturday (11) 
with a special 25-minute documen- 
tary whipped up by WBBM, its 
o.&0. Chicago outlet. Produced 
and narrated by Hugh Hill, WBBM 
special events director, the session 
threw the conclave into sharp fo- 
cus via remotes from such points 
as the International Amphitheatre, 
plus the Conrad Hilton and Shera- 
ton-Blackstone Hotels, 

How the windy city prepared for 
the meet was ably outlined in Hill’s 
roundup via a series of interviews. 
Leonard Reinsch, general manager 
of the convention, explained the 
technical problems his staff had to 


cope with but emphasized “every-! 


thing’s rolling on schedule.” Like- 
wise, the strain faced by large 
hotels in handling delegates and 


staffs of a major political conven- | 


tion was touched upon by Robert F. 
Quain, general manager of the 
Conrad Hilton and v.p. of the Hil- 
ton Hotels Corp. 

Myriad of behind-the-scene con- 
vention details were graphically 
brought 
discussed room allocations with a 
Sheraton-Blackstone exec, con 
versed with a Western Union offi- 
cial regarding the communications 
setup and drew reactions from Chi- 


cagoans who were lesser cogs in 
the overall operation. Doorman 


of the Sheraton-Blackstone, for ex- 
ample, reminisced that of the hun- 
dreds of politicos he had attended 
in previous conventions the late 
Vice-President Barkley was 
most colorful. 

On the whole, “Ear on Chicago” 
was a crisp presentation that 
showed the value of radio anew as 
an information medium. Gilb. 


Britain’s Biggest Yet’ 
Hookup in Suez Crisis 


London, Aug. 14. 

A nationwide hookup, the big- 
gest ever of its kind, was arranged 
for Sir Anthony Eden's announce- 
ment on the Suez Canal situation 
on Wed. (8) when home radio serv- 
ices of the BBC including:-their tv 
service joined forces for the first 
time with commercial networks in 
London, Birmingham and Man- 
chester. It’s estimated that the 
link provided a combined audience 
of 25,000,000. Transcriptions in 44 
languages were relayed worldwide 
including Egypt. 

The Premier's speech, lasting 
1342 minutes, came from a BBC- 
TV studio in London, and no ad- 
vertising was put out by the com- 


_ mercial outlets immediately pre- 


ceeding and following it. 


home to listeners as Hill! 


the | 


|Farley, FDR's two-term ‘rontman 
_who soured on the boss’ th’rd term 
, aspirations, and bigwigs levistators 
; and party leaders recruited as in- 
| terviewees. 

A good deal of the historical ac- 
ition covered the shenanigans at 
ithe convention halls as well as in 
ithe smoke-filled rooms. Trout 
ibridged the vignettes with his 
|characteristic wit and wollon. It 


'was a distinguished distil'ation of | 


ithe manners and mores cf Ameri- 
|ca’s political conclaves. Trau. 


NIGHT BEAT 

| With Bruce Bradley 

1165 Mins.: Mon.-thru-Fri., 8 p.m. 
Particivating 

WROW, Albany 

Bruce Bradley quietly but effec- 
tively patrols a musically-recorded 
“Night Beat.” for about three 
hours after WROW leaves the CBS 
web for the day. He spins a wide 
range of numbers, showing gen- 
erally good taste in selection and 
a sound knowledge. Bradley does 
not feature a dramatic or color- 
fully personal approach. He is, 
rather, soft spoken, and conversa- 
tional of tone. At times, the dee- 
jay seems to carry this a shade too 
far: he sounds slightly weary. 
Bradley should guard azainst the 
latter, and against the occasional 
dropping of voice to a level of al- 
most indistinctness. 

Bradley's characterization of a 
platter on one origination, as a 
“dog,” with an expression of regret 
for playing it, might be considered 
questionable showmanship. He 


petently. There are _ five-minute 
timeouts, for news, at the 
hour. All-over, “Night 
makes pleasant listening. 


Beat” 
Jaco. 





Buffalo—WBEN-TV sales. staff 
has been expanded with John L. 
Hutchinson Jr. added. He has been 
| With the station since its inception 
in 1948, and is being succeeded as 


|executive producer by James A./| Series in 
Christensen a WBEN-TV producer | which 


| since 1950. 


handles spot announcements com- | 





CBC, “even if it were only for one 


burned up at the thought. “One 
slob somewhere in Canada _ is 
makin’ us get back to work” he 
exclaimed. “One — slob 
brains enough to stay outdoors and 
enjoy the summer the way any sen- | 
sible guy would. If our paths} 
should ever cross, that scab had | 
better look out!” 


The broadcast, allegedly from a/| 
wiener-and-marshma!low roast on | 
the seashore, then ribbed the an- 
nual (Lake) Couchiching Confer- | 
ence on Economic and _ Politics 
(which CBC co-sponsors and broad- 
casts) as “The Hootchy - Kootch 
Conference.” Arnprior remarked 
scornfully, “If those girls want to | 
get together and discuss runway 
techniques and how to improve 
their grinds and bumps, okay, but 
why drag culture into it?” 

Finally the “conference” began, 
on the topic: “The Cultural, Politi- 
cal and Economic Ramifications of 
the St. Lawrence Seaway.” J. 
Philip Buster, M.P. and Bar, deliv- 
ered a windy oration which Arn- 
prior then deflated with a well-| 
hurled barb: “If you’re’ gonna| 
make Shakespearean gestures, Bus- | 
ter, put down yer hot dog! You 
got mustard all over my jacket.” 
At the conclusion, Ol’ Rawhide an- | 
nounced he’d undesestimated the | 
audience. 
phone calls—from two cleaning 
ladies in a spa outside Toronto and 
a trapper in the Arctic. 

Ferguson, who has been attacked 





|in parliament and from the pulpit 


| 
| 


| 


from quavering Granny to Winston 


| 
| 
} 


| 


half- | 





| 
| 


} 


but has ridden out all storms 
through being the people’s fan- 
mail choice, is still firstclass in | 
scripting production and his amaz- 
ing characterizations. Latter range | 


Churchill to Peter 
squeaking spider 
The guy is unique. 


Lorre to a 
named Harold. 
Gard. 





London, Aug. 14. 

Singing star Vera Lynn _ has 
completed a combined radio and tv 
deal which will give her exclusive 
services in Britain to the BBC for 
the next two years. 

She will start a fortnightly tv | 
the autumn, prior to 
she tours British service | 
camps in Germany. 








Television Chatter 








New York 


Henry Howard signed as associ- 
ate producer of the Perry Como 
show for next season, while Louis 
Dapron was inked as the choreog- 
rapher for the same stanza... 
Kajar the Magician guesis. on 
“Captain Kangaroo” Saturday (18) 
.. . John Cameron Swayze tapped 
as editor of a new 
weekly travel feature on the 
“Home” show on NBC-TV, starting 
Sept. 6... Rod Alexander set with 
a hatful of choreographic chores: 
he does a remote for Steve Allen 
Sept. 2 and a ballet for Sammy 
| Davis Jr. on the Allen show Sept. 


| Garrity passing out cigars on the 


half-hour once- Ra i 
|‘“Memory Lane” 


16, guests on “Ding Dong School” | 


Sept. 7, stages the musical num- 
bers for the “Producers’ Show- 
case” original, ‘Jack and the Bean- 
stalk” Nov. 12, will direct and 
choreograph the Palmer House, 
Chi, floorshow Oct. 4 and just 


wrapped the dance chores on the | 


new “Best Things in Life Are Free” 
|film feature . . . Jay Barney out 
of active duty with the Signal 
Corps in time to appear on “Alcoa 
Hour” in fhe “Big Vote’ Sunday 
(19) and “In “Romance of Helen 
Trent” on ayem the following day 
. . . Buddy Piper subs Jack Barry 
on “Winky Dink & You” next Sat- 
urday (18) ... WRCA-TV assistant 
director Stan Zabka a songwriter 
too; his new “Searching Wind” got 
a sendoff via a Stan Freeman ren- 
dition on “Home” last week... 
WCBS-TV bringing in another 
KNXT (Hollywood) produced Frank 
Baxter series, this time ‘Renais- 
sance on TV,” set to run Sundays 








i when it preems on ABC-TV Sept. 
at 4... WRCA-TV director Walt 7, 


birth of a daughter last week ... 
Dick Auerbach, floor manager at 
VRCA-TV, off on a two-week vaca- | 
tion ... Chuck McCann into Sandy 
Becker’s WABD ayemer while lat- 
ter vacations ... Lenny Strausburz, 
casting ex-director for Charles 
Conaway agency, becomes second- 
in-command of tv to Dorothy Low- | 
man at Wiiliam Schuller agency 

Joe Franklin, WABC-TV’s 
fronter, is taking 
selected viewers to a trip of the 
French and Italian Rivieras in 
December—tTrip of the Month Club 


of getting back to work for the | 
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Sundays ... Carl deSuze, WBZ personaiity, drinks tea with Henry 
| Wadsworth Longfellow and other colonial ghosts on his “New Eng- 
|land Heritage” program Mondays at 8:15 . . . Norm Prescott, WR7z 
| disk jock, offering strands from Elvis Presley's hair in contest beamed 
to teeners sending in most interesting requests for it. One moppet 
|said she wanted some to glue on her boyfriend’s head; another said, 
“I wou'd piant it in my garden and watch it grow.” .. . Disk jock 
| Norm Tulin broadcast from a private plane over WORL in a hop over 
beaches from Revere to Atlantic City Saturday (11) ...WHDH sked- 
ded two special programs on polio as season approaches peak here, 
First show preemed Wed. (8) and second is Thurs. (16) at 10 p.m. 








IN MINNEAPOLIS ... 


| ager appointed Cleveland Ad Club trustee . 


They'd received three}: - 


| radio-tv . 


President Stan Hubbard of KSTP-TV promises spot news coverage in 
full color as hs siation’s standard procedure within a year. KSTP-Ty 
chalked up a !ocal first with a full colot sound-on-film coverage of a 
M-nneapolis event, the elaborate day street parade of the Aquatennial, 
annual summer mardi gras here, on a news show a few hours later, 


devoted listener!” Arnprior, an | 
astringent character (Ferguson 
plays them all) was_ instantly 


without | There were four separate color films running a total of eight minutes. 


Recent purchase of a new type of high speed film processor enabled 
Station’s photo department to have the color news film on the air 
within 20 minutes of the time it went into the processor. Color never 
before had been used on any local tv newscast ... Arle Haeberie in- 


| troduced a new Monday through Friday noon-time strip, “Fashion,” 


on WCCO-TV . As a Minneapolis Centennial celebration salute, 


| KEYD-TV presented a discussion of jazz composers featuring two 
| local popular Dixieland band conductors . 


. WTCN-TV and seven 
radio stations covered opening of Cinerama’s “Seven Wonders of the 
World” at the Century theatre here . . . Jada (Jing) Rowland of tv's 
“Secret Storm” made personal appearance on WCCO-TV ... WCCO 
Radio tossed usual big party for its annual stage-air Aquatennial show 
performers, including Peter Lind Hayes & Mary Healy, Felicia Sanders 
and Don Cherry, and an army of invited guests .. . Lee L. Whiting, 
KEYD-TV general manager-vice president before station changed hands, 
has joined WCCO-TV as an account executive. 


\IN CLEVELAND ... 


Arthur M. Hopwood, Jr. named KYW facilities engineer, and David 
L. Miller, national radio sales coordinator, Both hailed from Philadel- 
phia ... WERE’s Louise Winslow holds a “Cook it Cool” show at Kent 
State U. ... Joe Finan’s SFO at May Co disk show is prompting the 
WJW disker to do a repeat ... Ben Wickham, WJW-TV general man- 
.. Tom Haley’s KYW-TV 
“Open Camera” and Omar Raney, Cleveland Press movie editor, both 
pumping for Cleveland getting a Cinerama ... Ralph Polson named 
to WSRS news staff... Fred Wolf reportedly buying major stock in- 
terests in WDOK ...KYW’s Jack Hanrahan exiting announcing staff. 
. Don Perris, WEWS, to assume sales post following return from 
hiatus . . . Mexico-bound are Nancy Schattenfield and Dotty Kline... 


| Robert Holmes, former WEWS floor manager, portraying Estes Kefau- 
| ver in Musicarnival’s “Call Me Madam.” 


IN PHILADELPHIA .. . 


William J. McCarter, director-producer of WFIL-TV’s prize-winning 
“University of the Air’ and “WFIL Schoolhouse,” named production 
manager of WHYT-TYV, local educational station skedded to begin tele- 
casting in October ... Warren Hull to emcee half-hour “Richie Ash- 


| burn Night” program between games of the Phillies-Pittsburgh Pirates 


doubleheader (14)... Bob Magee, WHUM (Reading), veepee and gen- 
eral manager who ankled to Florida two years ago, has returned to 
the upstate station ... John G, Leitch, v.p. in charge of engineering 
WCALU stations, on organizing committee to establish local chapter of 
Radio Pioneers of America . .. Both the Reading and Allentown Fairs 
(Sept.) to feature special WCAU days co-emceed by Joan and Gene 
Crane, WCAU-TV’s “Mr. and Mrs.” .. .«Lloyd Yoder, WRCV; Roger 
Clipp, WFIL; William Caskey, WPEN; Benedict Gimbel, WIP, and 
Denald Thornburgh, WCAU, appointed as top brass advisory commil- 
tee to help establish closer relationship between City govt. and local 
. . Jim Kiss, named advertising and promotion director of 
WPEN ... Charles Shaw, news director of the WCAU stations, and 
George Lord, radio news chief, covering conventions in San Francisco 
and Chicago. 


IN DETROIT ... 


WWJ, The Detroit News, which claims it is the world’s first radio 
station, will mark 36 years of broadcasting Aug. 20... Reps of ‘Toast 
of the Town” were here last week to discuss possibility of originating 
Ed Sullivan’s telecast to celebrate opening Oct. 14 of the new Ford 
Auditorium in the Detroit Civic Center . .. Application for the volun- 
tary relinquishment of control of WJR, The Goodwill Station 
from Mrs. Francis S. Parker, widow of G. A. Richards, to all stock- 
holders has been approved by the FCC. This cleared the way for the 
purchase of 73,906 shares of stock by a group of WJR directors a! d 
Mrs. Rozene Moore from Mrs. Parker. The group consists of John F. 
Patt, president; Worth Kramer, vice presiednt and general manage! 
F. Sibley Moore, vice president and operations manager; William G. 
Siebert, secretary-treasurer; Seldon Dickinson, legal counsel, and Mrs. 
Rozene Moore, wife of F. Sibley Moore . . . Mickey Shorr joins WX‘ Z 
as a disk jockey ... “Mr. Hope” is a new WWJ-TV entry designed to 
tell the public about the work of Alcoholics Anonymous and to en- 
courage those individuals with a drinking problem to seek the help 
of the organization. A weekly half-hour show, it will be seen Sundays 
with a format simulating AA meeting. 


Inc ® 


jaunt and it’s one of his bank- — 1 sf 
rollers . . . Raymond Simms quits | THE NEW FRONTIER clear on the subject of UN® Cy 
NBC Radio to join H-R Television. | With Edward G. Robinson, John |forts to convert the ‘back Gee 

Bob Quigley, ex-Benton & Bowles |_ Daly, others peoples of the world to more mom 
producer (“On Your Account,” | Producer: Gohl Obhrai ern conditions, without cause 
“Love Story”), now holed up at|Director: Eleanor Gardner |too much pain and withou — 
his Westport, Conn., home and has | Writer: Ken Pittendrigh | stroying important cultural- a 
completed a teleplay, “Dilemma in | 25 Mins.; Thurs. (9), 10:30 p.m. |patterns. Pittendrigh, with : 
Donegal” . . . Hal and Candy March | ABC, from New York (transcrip- |help of Edward G. Robinso! but 
cff for two-week vacation at the tion) jnarrator, got the point across, “ 
Concord, with “64,000 Question” he got it across without mut" 


preempted by the conventions .. . 
Burton Benjamin, ex RKO, has 
scripted a couple of  hour-live 
shows for “Robert Montgomery 
Presents” for fall airing. On Mon- 
day (13) he left for South America 
on two-week writing assignment 
for U.S.. Steel dealing with iron- 
ore mining there. 

Fran Carlon doing lead on ‘Mod- 
ern Romances,” NBC-TV, this 
week . . . Casey Allen announces 
the Kaiser Aluminum Hour on 
same web... Bud Granoff and 
Phii Levens become producer and 
director, respectively of “Treasure 
Hunt,” the Jan Murray giveaway, 





Sometimes here’s what happens 
to a public service program in net- 
work radio: The theme 
but the writing smacks of another 
era in audio—before tv—and it’s a 
bit stale; and the time is 10:30 at 
night, which makes one wonder 
whether anybody’s listening. “The 
New Frontier’ was part of the 
“Assignment Peace” series, whip- 
ped up by ABC and the United 
Nations, all of which causes fur- 
ther wonder: Why not more about 
the UN on video, so that writers 
have another dimension to play 
with, and so that the webs can 


punch. Weakness seemed tlie po 
n i 


: sult of relying excessively on | 
is sound, | oidtime radio habit of cutting i 
and out of the narrative with dra 
matic insertions, which were poe 
erally useless and which sounde' 
kind of phoney. John Daly's intr? 
was brief, and done in the clean 
Daly manner, but of no specis 
significance either to the prosra™ 
or the listener. Art. 


Hollywood—William Putney, tal- 
ent director of KTLA (TV) — 
shifted over to Harold i abe 
Premiere Artists and Productio& 
agency last week. He'll work ! 
radio, tv and personal 
fields. 





really show their hearts are in the 
right place? 


Ken Pittendrigh’s rhetoric was 
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SOLD on WPIX 


SPONSOR 
WHITE OWL CIGARS 
C. F. MUELLER 
RALSTON-PURINA 
PIELS BEER 
ROBERT BURNS CIGARS 
GENERAL ELECTRIC 
BALLANTINE BEER 
CON EDISON 
KRUEGER BEER 
CLAIROL 
BROMO SELTZER 
KRUEGER BEER 
PIELS BEER 
GENERAL ELECTRIC 
OVALTINE 
H. J. HEINZ 
PIELS BEER 
L-R HEAT TREATMENT CO. 
O-CEDAR 
MARS CANDY 
BROWN SHOE CO. 
ROBERT BURNS CIGARS 
CHEF BOY-AR-DEE 
SEVEN-UP 
SOCONY MOBIL OIL 
CHUNKY CHOCOLATE 
GENERAL ELECTRIC 
GOOD AND PLENTY CANDY 
TAYSTEE BREAD 
GENERAL ELECTRIC 
WILDROOT 
GOOD AND PLENTY CANDY 
PIELS BEER 





D 
AVAILABLE onwPix 


ABBOTT & COSTELLO 
BRAVE EAGLE 
CAPTURED 
CHARLES BOYER* 
CITY DETECTIVE 
CONFIDENTIAL FILE 
CRUNCH & DES 
DAVID NIVEN* 

DICK POWELL* 
DR. CHRISTIAN 

DR. FU MANCHU 


DR. HUDSON’S SECRET JOURNAL 


ELLERY QUEEN 

FABIAN OF SCOTLAND YARD 
FEDERAL MEN 

HALLS OF IVY 

IDA LUPINO*- 

1 LED 3 LIVES 

INNER SANCTUM 

* Stars in (Episode) 


You’re in Good Company 
when you’re on... w PIX 


Represented by 
Peters, Gritfin, Woodward, Inc. 


TYPE OF 


SPONSORSHIP 


Half 
Half 
Full 
Half 
Half 
Half 
Full 
Full 
Operter 
Frll 
Half 
Third 





PROGRAM 
DICK POWELL* 
DR. CHRISTIAN 
I SEARCH FOR ADVENTURE 
MR. DISTRICT ATTORNEY 
MR. DISTRICT ATTORNEY 
CITY DETECTIVE 
HIGHWAY PATROL 
CON EDISON REPORTER 
MADISON SQUARE GARDEN 
ROSEMARY CLOONEY SHOW 
SCIENCE FICTION THEATRE 
TV BOWLING SWEEPSTAKES 


Half 
Piolf 
Full 
Fpl 
Half 
Third 
Holf 
FIolf 
Balf 


Ov 2rter 


Koll 
Frll 
Full 
Fell 
Half 
Half 
Full 
Half 


Quarter 


Half 
Half 


Full or Half 
Half 
Half 
Full or Half 
Half 
Full or Half 
Full or Half 
Full or Half 
Half 
Half 
Full or Half 
Full or Half 
Half 
Full or Half 
Full or Half 
Full or Half 
Full or Half 
Full or Half 
Half 





ELLERY QUEEN 
INNER SANCTUM 
CAPTAIN MIDNIGHT 
STUDIO 57 

SAN FRANCISCO BEAT 


TV BOWLING SWEEPSTAKES 


SAN FRANCISCO BEAT 
BUFFALO BILL JR. 
BUFFALO BILL JR. 


MADISON SQUARE GARDEN 


STAGE 7 


SOLDIERS OF FORTUNE 


SEVEN O’CLOCK NEWS 


FOREIGN LEGIONNATRE 


CAPTURED 

BRAVE EAGLE 

THE WEATHERMAN 
THE TRAP MYSTERIES 


(Wed. & Sat.) 


MADISON SQUARE GARDEN 
ABBOTT & COSTELLO (Sat.) 


BADGE 714 


LIFE WITH FATHER 

MADISON SQUARE GARDEN 
MAN BEHIND THE BADGE 

MAN CALLED X 

PARIS PRECINCT 

POPEYE (Sat. & Sun. Only) 
PUBLIC DEFENDER 

RAMAR OF THE JUNGLE 
RANGE RIDER 

SECRET MISSION 

SHEENA, Queen of the JUNGLE 
STORIES of the CENTURY (Jan. 1) 
STRYKER OF SCOTLAND YARD 
SUSIE (Ann Sothern ) 

THE TRAP MYSTERIES 
TOMORROW’S NEWS 

TV BOWLING SWEEPSTAKES 
VICTORY AT SEA 

THE WHISTLER 


New York 






Full or Half 


Quarter 


Full or Half 
Full or Half 
Full or Half 
Full or Half 
Full or Half 
Full or Half 
Full or Half 
Full or Half 
Full or Half 
Full or Half 
Full or Half 
Full or Half 
Half 

Full or Half 
Third 

Full or Half 
Full or Half 
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Readers Set Forth Views On 
Use of Negro Talent in TV 


New York. 
Editor, VARIETY: 


The letter from Mrs, Natalie 
Fuller Shean, published in VARIETY, 


brings up a problem that I—and I 
dare say many other people—have 
given a good deal of thought. That 
is the sparse and limited use of 
Negro characters on television. 

Mrs. Shean calls it evidence of 
prejudice or stupidity on the part 
of producers and directors of tele- 
vision shows. I would say, rather, 
that it indicates a lack of imagina- 
tion on their part. 

I, too, watch television whenever 
I can and I could not begin to 
number the times I have thought 
the casting people missed the boat 
and could have used a Negro char- 
acter or characters quite logically 
and realistically, but did not. I 
often wish that someone with a 
special knowledge of the problem 
and some good horse sense could 
have been on the production staff 
of the shew and could— at the 
very inception of that show—have 
suggested ways to employ Negro 
characters in the script. 

I think it is not so often a case 
of the producer or director or cast- 
ing director having thought of 
such usage and then rejected it 
for reasons of bigotry, as never 
having thought of it in the first 
place. 
the question from those people, 
“We'd like to use Negro actors, but 
how can we?” 

To that I have 
million ways—as 
athletes, teachers, storekeepers, 
secretaries, policemen, gangsters, 
detectives, dentists, insurance 
salesmen, waitresses, reporters, 


answered, “In a 
doctors, nurses, 


oo New York. 


Editor, VARIETY: 

In August 1 issue, Miss Natalie 
F. Shean asked a question that has 
come up more and more often re- 
cently: Where are the Negro tv ac- 
tors? We should like to attempt 
an answer. 


First of all Miss Shean, you are 
far from being just a “nobody.” 
Like millions of other viewers 


across the country who purchase 
most of the products that make tv 
possible, you are a “viewer-spon- 





| the 


| Wavs 


So many times I have heard | 


sor.” As such you have an impor- 
tant say as to what you see or 
want to see on your tv screen. 
Since July, 1951, we have asked 
the employers of talent in the field 
of radio and tv to give us a more 
realistic picture of the American 
scene by integration of the many 
competent Negro artists in the ra- 
dio and television picture. After 
many conferences with these 
employers of talent, we have al- 
left such meetings with the 
feeling that there is no conscious 


or formal ban against the use of 
Negro talent in these media. How- 


ever, the fact that certain pro- 
grams have not seen fit to use Ne- 
gro actors and others only in oc- 
casional guest spots, do give rise 


| to our belief that such bans do ex- 


| tion, 


friends - next door, playmates, 
schoolchildren, clerks, ministers, | 
judges, Jawyers and just plain 


people-in-the-crowd, The important 
thing is to use them freely and in- 
telligently and as American people 
who are perfect and impertect, 
heroes and villains, good and bad 
—just as are all other Americans 

Unhappily, if a visitor from Mars 
were to look at an evening’s tele- 
vision entertainment, he would 
not know that brown-skinned peo- 
ple even exist in our society, and 
that is the biggest bone I have to 
pick with the ty industry. It in no 
way holds the mirror up to nature 
and shows us the interracial char- 


acter of American life. It blithely 
shuts its eves to one of the salient 
features—and beauties—of our im- 
perfect but nonetheless marvelous 
democracy. 

Of course, lack of imagination 
is not the whole story. There must 
be. as Mrs. Shean’'s brother-in-law 
indicates, a tremendous economic 
fear behind the tv industry’s un- 
willingness to show more Negro 
characters. For that part of the 
industry which is afraid, I can only 


dignified 
Sidney 
friend in 
Tall,” by 
So far as I 
not come to 
that casting 
Jane Whit 


FRED WARING AS 


point with pleasure to the 
and democratic use of 
Poitier as the hero’s best 
“A Man Is Ten Feet 

Robert Alan Aurthur. 
know, the world did 
an end as a result of 


ist in a small section of the in- 
dustry. 

For the most part, 
it is a case of unconscious omis- 
sion, rather than conscious rejec- 
all of which is the result of 
an outmoded, custom-bound, tra- 
ditional casting pattern set genera- 
tions ago by the stage and screen 
The industry seems to forget that 
Negro Americans appear in all 
phases of our social, cultural and 
economic life. They are students, 
teachers, policemen, receptionists, 
lerks, postmen and last but some- 
what important, purchasers of the 
sponsors’ products. In short they 
are no more or less than any other 
group Through tv’s short life, 
there has been a lamentable ab- 
sence of Negroes in integrated 
roles. <A tv script calls for a po- 
liceman. The casting director can’t 
seein to remember ever seeing a 
Negro cop and so follows the time- 


we believe 


worn, traditional casting pattern. 

The Negro performer does not 
ask to be cast in a role merely as 
a gesture of goodwill. What he 
Goes ask for is a fair chance— 
based solely on his ability as a per- 
former—to compete for roles he 
can play, where such casting does 





| erage 


| Bill Mayer, 


| half-an-hour 


not disturb the artistic integrity of 
the program. In short, he does not | 
want to be forced into a script. He 
wants to portray a role he could, 
and often does play in life itself. 

Casting in such a manner will 
have the additional effect of serv- 
ing to educate viewers to the fact 
that there are Negroes other than 
the caricatures portrayed in old 
motion pictures Indeed, Negroes | 
comprise 10°) of the population in 
our American life Any picture | 
that chooses to ignore this large 
segment of the American public is 
simply not a realistic one. 

Cards and letters such as yours 


addressed to the stations and spon- 





|Co., 


Polaroid Pacts 5-Week 
Ride on Steve Allen 


Polaroid Land Cameras _ has 
signed up for one-third of the Sun- 
day night NBC-TV Steve Allen 





stanza for a five-week spread in 
the fall, thus posting the SRO sign 
on the show for at least that length 
of time. Jergen’s Lotion and Vice- | 
roy cigs have already renewed | 
their thirds, leaving only the spot | 
preempted by Crosley to be filled, | 
with the cameramaker taking part | 
of the slack starting Oct. 21. 

This isn’t Polaroid’s first tv ex- 
penditure. Besides spots on NBC's 
“Today,” Polaroid sponsored John 
Daly’s news show on ABC-TV this 
past season for several weeks. 
Agency is Doyle, Dane, Bernbach. | 


New Set of Network | 
Allesiances for Cleve. | 
Cues Program Shifts: 


Cleveland, Aug. 1 

Shifting of networks, partic 
larly for convention coverage, fol- | 
lowing KYW’s dropping of NBC 
affiliation (10) resulted in WHK{! 
being pacted by NBC while WSRS 
signed with Mutual for 
of political tieup, although the lat- 
ter network still is being carried 
in part by WHK. 

The new city lineup see WHK 
now bringing such major NBC pro- 
grams as “Monitor” and ‘“Band- 
stand” into the area, and also con- } 
tinuing to handle Mutual shows | 
such as “Bob and Ray,” “Queen 
for a Day,” ete., according to Les 
Biebl, WHK program manager, 
whose added station will continue 
other Mutual offerings until the | 
net finds another fulltime Cleve- 
land outlet. WSRS’ pacting with 
Mutual for Chicago and San Fran- 
cisco is leading to some possibility 
the Heights indie may take on 
more Mutual stints. 

KYW-radio, Westinghouse’s local 
operation, “transferred the ‘Spirit 
of °76 into the ‘Spirit of ’56’ for 
‘Radio Independence Day’ ” accord- 
ing to radio general manager Gor- 
don Davis who said that “following 
the trend throughout the country 
of providing full local coverage on 
radio, KYW will concentrate on 
local talent, programming, news 
and features.” 

Under the new format, KYW is 
expanding its news and music cov- 

along with special events 
Station’s “Big Four” diskers, 
Specs Howard, Big Wil- 
son and Wes Hopkins, get increased 
time, while Joe Mulvihill continues 
with his allnight stint and Gloria 
Brown gets a six-day “On the Go” 
femme show. 

A series of special features, in- 
cluding ‘Dimension, a four-hour 
Sunday music spectacular” a 90- 
minute daily Hi-Fi stint, and ex- 
pansion of public service programs 
including “Press Club Presents” 
and “Stethescope” also are high- 
lighted in the new KYW program- 
ming. 

Along with the dropping of NBC, 
KYW has embarked on a program 
of promotional activities to upbeat 
the local flavor, 





two weeks 


The 


Middlebrooks Named 
° > “ ~. 
Pioneer B’casting Exec 
Seattle, Aug., 14. 
James L. Middlebrooks was made 
vicepresident and director of en- | 
gineering for Pioneer Broadcasting 
owner of KGW and permittee 
of KGW-TV, in Portland. New 
appointee also continues as director 


of engineering for King Broadcast 
ing Co., here, in a job he’s held} 
since ae King is principle stock 
holder in Pioneer 

Simult aneou Walter E. Wag 

taff, presently veep-part ownel 
ind station manager of IDO 
radio-plus-tv, — Boiss Idaho be 
comes station manager of KGW-TYV 
in September. John Eichhorn con- 
tinues as station manager of KGW- 
AM. The tv sister will be on the 
air by fall, with Middlebrooks in 


| charge of construction. 





| 


ZIV RADIO PACKAGE sors, calling for more realistic cast- 
ing, can be of tremendous value 
Ziv has joined the name band {and in fact are welcomed by the 
kick in radio by packaging Fred | networks and sponsors. Rarely do 
Waring and the Pennsylvanians | thev go unanswered. 
for syndication. While stressing the necessity of 
The series, the first fresh syndi-;| greater use of Negro talent we| 
cation airer to hit radio in a long! stand ready and willing to give 
time, is designed as a dayti hatever information, aid and as- 
halt-hour weekday strip for radio tance we can to any employer 
Zi ‘al with Waring blic individually or as aj 
a 52-week commitment 0 is intrested in such ob- 
With production already unde. We wish to make it cleat 
wa nd selling launched Mon ho , that we are not a talent 
t} musi eries is slated fo \ ( npetent Negro artists 
1 in \\ r) wd | ) ic} j ‘ ilmost an\ 
] i vill CONLIN { I tr 1 nt il i 
stint on the NBC net, aired M n notice 
day through Friday Our thanks and appreciation to 
— vou, Miss Shean and we are sure 
Des Moines — Radio station) that the many readers of Vartety 
KQUE, Albuquerque, has been, 109 look forward to the day when 
bought by a group of lowa men) frictions resulting from racial, re- | 
headed by H. W. Cassill, Sioux) ligious and other differences will 
City. Cassill manages station! be minimized and television can 
KTRI, Sioux City, and is president; be a tremendous help in the 
of station KEOK, Fort Dodge.| process. John D. Silvera, 
Robert Dan Williams, sales rep of | Chairman, Board ef Directors Co- 
KVTV, Sioux City, will be v.p. and|  ordinating Council for Negro 
manager of KQUE, Others in the} Performers. 
purchasing group include W. N.| ; 
Schnepp, manager of KEOK, Fort | 
Dodge, and Eskil M. Nelson, John Columbus—Mrs. Rowena Farber 


W. Gleysteen, Glenn M. Foster, Ed-| has been promoted from film edi- | Christie, 
| tor to assistant program director at 


gar Pechacek. John Albers and Dr. 
August Nelson, all of Sioux City. 


'WOSU-TY. 


Bridgeport — Frank Delfino is 
WICC’s new program director, suc- 
ceeding Bob Crane, who checks in 


next month as replacement for 
Ralph Story at KNX, Hollywood. 


Delfino, who will continue his day- 
time deejaying on WICC, has been 
freelancing at WNEW, N. Y., under 


the name of Del Campbell. Phil | 

from WNHC in New, 
Haven, takes over Crane’s morning | 
platter chatter on WICC. 


ithe 


|a weekly 
| new 


in the two two-hour 


| heard 
lances in 45 cities, opening Aug. 22 


Newshens Playing Prominent Role 
At Conventions for Ist Time 





-BURGER’S LONG- RANGE. 
PACT ON CINCY RED 


Cincinnati, Aug. 14. | 

A five-year extension of exclusive | 
rights to local broadcasts of all 
Cincy Rediegs’ National League 
games has been granted the Burger 
Brewing Co. It boosts the spon- | 


| sorship to 20 years, longest stretch 


in pro baseball, 

New agreement, signed last 
week, carries a price tag higher | 
than the $500,000 three-year deal 
expiring at season’s end. Actual | 
figures were not disclosed. From 
the start Burger’s announcer has 
been Waite Hoyt, former star hur- 
ler. 

Club management has a sepa- 
rate pact on television with Ford 
dealers and Hudepohl Brewing 
Co. as co-taggers. Burger's radio | 
network, first in baseball and now 
the largest with 45 stations, will 
be expanded in 1957. Outlets are | 
in Ohio, Kentucky, Indiana, West 
Virginia and Tennessee. 








Roll Simultaneously 


—Total Cost $205,000, 


Hollywood, Aug. 14. 

Tv producer Buck McGowan fig- | 
ures he’s found a way to overcome | 
producer’s bugaboo, recoup- 
ment of potential loss from a tv 
pilot. He shot a pilot on a new) 
series” ‘‘Snow Fire,” as he simul- 
taneously lensed a 90-minute the- | 
atrical film under the same title. | 
Latter will be put in release if the 
pilot doesn’t sell. 

Pilot cost $80,000 while the fea- 
ture cost $125,000. Tele footage at 
beginning and end of pilot is being 
integrated into the feature film 
version. McGowan said two firms | 
are dickering for tv sponsorship 
of the series, one of them consid- 
ering joint release of both tv and 
feature film versions. If tv deal 
doesn’t jell, he’ll arrange theatri- 
cal release of the Eastman Color- 
Superscope feature to recoup his 
$205,000 investment. 


WABD Revamps Pattern 
On WB Pic Exposures 


The exposure pattern for the 60 
Warner Bros. 


’ 





features bought by 
WABD, N. Y., has been changed. 
The pix, to begin in approximately 


a month, were going to be used on 
Sundays between 8 p.m. and mid- 
night, with each pic getting three 
continuous exposures. However, 
the station management has now 
decided to show each picture at 3 
p.m. and again at 9 p.m. on Sun- 
days. 

With the change comes 
advertising charges, Under the 
initial plan, WABD was offering 
each of four bankrollers spots in 
the three Sunday night showings at 
cost of $1,750. But the 
breakdown will be $750 a 
week for each of eight advertisers 
exposures, 


a shift in 





FUJIWARA REPEATS 


Jap Operatics Due In U.S.—Also 
On Ed Sullivan 
Tokyo. Aug. 14. 

The Fujiwara Opera Company, 
headed by tenor Yoshie Fujiwara, 
left he last week for a three- | 
nonth tour of the U.S. and Canada. | 
i villi be the third visit of the 
Japanese opera company to the 
United States. As in previous visits, 
the repertoire will be limited to 
two operas, “The Mikado” and 
“Madame Butterfly.” 

The 26-member troupe will be 


in more than 80 perform- 
at Berkely, Calif. They will also 
appear on Ed Sullivan’s tv show 
from New York Sept. 16. Longest 


stands will be made in Washington 
(five | 


(eight days), 
days). 

Tour will be sponsored in both | 
countries by Fine Arts Enterprises 
Inc., of Los Angeles. An orchestra | 
and. stage staff of 40 Americans 
will accompany the troupe from 


and Montreal 


| California, 





| as 


_ with 


ifront of the latter 


no actual commentary. 


| In the commercial field, Westins- 
} 


| reign 


Chicago, Aug. 14. 

Newshens, long accepted in the 
| press sections of political conven. 
tions, have finally made the grade 
“hard news” reporters in big- 
time broadcasting. Though there 
were special features and gimmicks 
femme angles in ’52, the 
webs, for the first time, are reall, 
listing femmecasters in their news 
staff lineups for convention cover- 
age. 

NBC appears to be in the fore- 
day women’s 
move with Pauline Frederick play- 
ing an important role in its radio 
ceverage, and Esther Van Wagoner 
Tufty appearing on tv in straight 
reporting, as well as in her regular 
“Home” show slot. Mrs. Tufty, 
incidentally, first broke into ty 
curing the ’52 political conclaves, 
but she went primarily as a news- 
paper reporter, whom NBC hired 
on the spot for special work. In 


| addition, NBC inked WDSU Wash- 


TV Pilot & Feature | 


ington correspondent Ann Corrick 
for regional coverage. She, too, is 
being used on camera with mem- 
bers of her special delegation, 
Louisiana and _ other southern 
| states. Hazel Markel is also in 
| the NBC corner for “Three Star 
extra.” 


In addition, of course, NBC has 
on its rolls Arlene Francis, who'll 


ibe handling the femme angle on 


“Home” show; Martha Rountree, 
moderator of ‘“‘Press Conference,” 
ond Lee Meriwether, of “Today.” 


ABC sports a telecaster, distaff 
side, for the first time in Ruth Gert 


| Hagy, who is handing straight news 

stories and women’s features, in 
addition to her regular emcee 
chores for “College Press Con- 
ference.” 

Though CBS lists no femme 
newscaster, it has Faye Emerso 
doing interviews for Gary Moore's 
“Of All Things’ plus guests and 
regulars on the ‘Morning Shovy 

Shirley Lavine, top assistant to 
CBS anchor man Walter Crankile 
appears on camera at her boss's 
right hand at all times, but does 


Alice Weel, 
another writes news 
copy. 

This does not include some two 
dozen femmecasters listed for indi 
stations, most of whom are send- 
ing home taped interviews with 
members of their home town dele- 
eations. 


CBS staffer, 


include a 
gals in behind-tl 
scenes jobs. CBS Public Affairs 
alone, for example, has foul 
femmes working on production 0! 
its news shows. In addition to 
Helen Sioussat, a convention vel 
there are Beryl Denzer and Harriet 
Culley, of ‘‘Face the Nation,” and 
Nancy Hanschman, producer of 
“The Leading Question.” On 
NBC’s public affairs staff there is 
Ann Gillis, another convention 
regular, plus Patricia Mulready, 
Bertha Quinn, Mona McCormick, 
Anita McCellan and Eleanor Mat- 
| tino. ; 


It also does not 


ing number of 


1 
Pro 


house’s Betty Furness continues 10 


alone, her trail 


blazing in 52. 


| WDSU Purchases 5 


Interest in Miss. TV’ er 


following 





New Orleans, Aug. 14 
WDSU Broadcasting Co. is pur- 
chasing a 51% interest in Lion 
Television Corp., which owns and 


operates WDAM-TY, Hattie 
burg, Miss, 

Since WDAM-TV went on the ait 
in June of this year, the Hatties- 
burg station, with special micro- 
| wave facilities as approved by the 
| FCC, has been picking up network 
| programming service from WDSUL- 
TV in this city. 
| Lion Television prez Dave A. 
Matison, in commenting on the 


in 


deal which will go before the FCC 
for approval, said he plans to make 
fuller use of existing facilities by 
taking advantage of locally pro- 
duced WDSU shows of interest i” 
the Hattiesburg area, 
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WCAU means 


PHILADELPHIA 


showmanship 


Some people will always have a warm spot in their hearts for the 
circus. Like us at WCAU-TV ... we started our own and 

called it “Big Top.’’ Today you know it as the “‘Sealtest Big 
Top,” a network show of 84 stations with a weekly audience 

of about 10,500,000. That kind of success story can be yours at 
the local level. Because the same WCAU-TYV programming 
talent that created ‘“Big Top’”’ and made it one of the highest 
rated network daytime shows is yours to command, too. 


So when you think of showmanship, think of WCAU. 


WCAU, WCAU-TY Tre Philadelphia Bulletin Radio and 


TV stations. Represented nationally by CBS Spot Sales. By far Philadelphia’s 
most popular stations. Ask ARB. Ask Pulse. Ask Philadelphians. 
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"Jean Shepherd Talks About Radio 





represents a segment of the pur-| 
chasing power, and if somebody 
wants to sell bubble-gum through 
a disk show, I’m all for it.” ahd, 
alright to program for the teen- | 
ager, Shepherd declares, as long | 
as radio programs for everyone 
else. But it doesn’t, he maintains. | 

“Hi-fi will be a $2,000,000,000 
industry this year; the major vol- 
ume of record sales is in classical 
records—Sam Goody sells more 


records in N. Y. than all the little | 
pop stores put together. How many 
stations are satisfying these buy- 
ers? The station or network that 
thinks it’s reaching a mass audi- 
ence with pop music is kidding it- 
self; it’s just reaching a limited 
segment, the teenager, which 
doesn’t do much buying anyway. 
More important, these aren't lis- | 
teners, they are just tuners-in. The | 
radio goes, but they don’t listen | 
to it—it’s a glorified Muzak.” 
Shepherd, a radio vet who} 
doesn’t hesitate to state he’s been | 
fired off more than one station be- | 
cause of his insistence on his kind | 
ot program, points to some statis- 
tics to prove his point. Since the 
war, the nation’s colleges have 
turned out some 14,000,000 gradu- 
ates, and it’s not likely their tastes | 
are restricted to pop music. Also, | 
there’s an entire new generation 
oi consumers who don’t remember 
the great days of radio; those days 
came to an end in 1948, eight years 
ago, and most people under 25)! 
don’t recall them and aren’t tied 
to them—they know the vadio “as 
an alarm clock in the morning.” 
Also the great days of radio took 
place during a depression, when 


| 














| 
| 


there was nothing else but the 
radio—‘‘people couldn't afford a_| 
movie, not even a 10¢ magazine, | 


s0 they had to listen to radio, there 

was nothing else.” They don’t have 

to listen now and “they won't un- 

less radio gives them something 

they can’t get anywhere else.” 
Gotta Be Selective 


“Look at the magazine industry,” | 
Shepherd states. “Take the New; 
Yorker, they know they have a| 
selective readership and they've | 
certainly proved they can do a sell- 
ing job for an advertiser. Nobody 
ir his right mind would suggest 
doing a kid space-ranger story in 
the New Yorker, yet that’s just 
what radio does because it’s under 
the false impression that it’s deal- 
ing with a mass audience. Radio 
talks about the housewife audi- 
ence, but look at the New Yorker's 








Continued from page 26 jaa 





Wanamaker’s building last Sunday | 


(12), addressing a “protest” meet- 
ing of 400 of his more faithful fol- 


| lowers. 








perfume advertising. Housewives 
buy perfume. The magazine indus- 
try started to go selective years 
ago and it’s paid off, but radio still 
refuses to face up to the fact that 
there’s no longer a mass audience 
for st.” 

Anent his views on “thinking” 
as opposed to believing, Shepherd 
feels too many radio execs are 
prone to decide themselves what 
the audience likes without bother- 
ing to look at the audience. Simi- 
larly, too many point to their spon- 
sorship lineups and their dollar 
volume without taking notice of 
their dwindling audiences. “Sure, 
they can be doing great sponsor- 
wise, but if that audience contin- 
ues to tune out, everything is going 
to collapse one of these days.” 

Similarly, the stations and net- 
works aren’t giving proper thought 
to selling with programs and by 
program types. Referring to his 
own audience, Shepherd states he 
can sell items like cigarets, men’s 
wear, or Schweppes or White Rock. 
but give me a detergent or a fa- 
cial cream and I’m dead and what 
else could they expect?” Program- 
ming to teenagers with the belief 
that if they are listening they'll 
force the rest of the family to buy 
the products advertised is just so 
much nonsence and it’s about time 
radio realized it, says Shepherd. 

He points to the stations already 
hitting selective audiences to bol- 
ster his point—the good music sta- 


| tions, the lingualers, those special- | 
|izing in Negro programming, are 


all prospering. Some indies — he 
specifically mentions WSAIT, the 
Gordon Sherwood operation § in 
Cincinnati, are running away with 
audience through selective features 
like the WSAI three-hour Sun- 
day afternoon recreation of Broad- 
way plays and musicals via the LP 
original cast albums plus commen- 
tary. “Sure, it’s tough to program 
for other segments of the audience 


ithan the teenagers; it’s the easiest 


thing in the world to let a song- 
plugger from the Brill Building 
program your station—just flip a 
Joni James disk on the turntable 
and there you are. But the people 
who.vare shelling out $2,000,000,000 
for hi-fi equipment didn’t pay that 
so they could put a Joni James 
45rpm disk on their sets. It’s hard- 
er to program for the others be- 
cause it involves dealing with 
adults. But it’s got to be done if 
radio’s to survive.” 

To top off his WOR departure, 


the former WLW (Cincinnati) and | 


KYW (Philadelphia) staffer, found 
himself in front of the burned-out 














tune an nightly... 


| sponsors 
|cautiously,” Bourgholtzer observed. 


Savage | 
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writer who can combine all of 


these and turn out a good musical | 


For the hour 
has to be a 
like a_ short-story 


book for television. 
musical, the writer 
unique type, 


. . | 
writer as opposed to a_ novelist. 


He’s got to be quick, to be able to 
ley out the plot and characteriza- 
tion in as little time as possible 
and make room for the music. It’s 
just a matter of time before we 
find this kind of writer: in a year 
or sO we may very well have a 
Chayefsky in the musical field.” 

To back up his contentions, Sav- 
age is offering a package of eight 
musicals, six of them adaptations 
of top legiters and two of them 
originals, 
Grama sponsors and is in serious 
negotiations with a couple of them. 
The package, which Theatrical En- 
terprises would deliver complete 
with producer, writers, director 
and star, comprises Jerome Kern's 
“Sunny,” Vincent Youmans’ “Hit 
the Deck,” Cole Porter’s “50 Mil- 
lion Frenchmen” and “The Gay 
Divorcee” and Victor Herbert’s 
“The Red Mill” and “Sweethearts.” 
Savage has options on all these 
properties, along with the two orig- 
inals, “Night Song,” based on a 
short story by Rex Beach, and 
“Mr. Rumple,” a fantasy by Irving 
Phillips. with the score for both 
originals composed by Albert Hay- 
malott (music) and Phillivs. 

On the talent side. Savage is 
concerned with bringing veteran 
Eroadway musical producers into 
television via this and similar pack- 
ave. Paula Stone and Mike Sloan, 
who among other musicals pro- 
duced a revival of one of the eight, 
“Red Mill,” are vartnered in this 
package with TE, having helped 


develop the properties, gotten com- | 


mitments from top Hollywood 
stars to play the leads and acting 
as exec producers for the shows. 
Harald Bromley is another vet 
legit producer who's involved, in 


| this case with 90-minute spec pack- 


ages, but the idea is the same. 











Vin Germany 
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least at first, however, inasmuch as | 


| 


there is a good deal of resistance | 
to the concept of sponsor identi- 
fication with a specific program 


to several of the hour | 


| “Bold Journey,” 
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Terrytoon 
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———— ee 
cials” a la Bert & Harry commer- 
cials for Piel’s Beer, on which 


Deitch worked while at UPA and 





which in his opinion proved that 
comedy can sell goods. There are | 
already a number of clients in the 


house, and Terrytoons has already | With the 


developed one new character, “P. 
J. Tootsie,” described as a hearty, | 
“Eddie Mayehoff type guy who’s| 
dedicated to the making of Tootsie | 
Rolls.” Client is Sweets Co. of | 
America. 
In work now are nine Cinema-| 
Scope shorts for theatrical use by | 
20th-Fox, a continuation of the 
longtime 20th-Terrytoons relation- | 
ship. It probably marks the first | 
time a network operation is pro- | 
ducing for the theatre in collabo- 
ration with a major studio. Deitch | 
said his staff is working on the de- | 
velopment of new styles of anima- | 
tion and new characters. One step | 
in the creation of such styles and 
characters was the hiring this! 
week of Ernie Pintoss as director | 
of research and development, a 
new post for Terrytoons and pos- | 
sibly for any syndication house. 
Pintoss had been working with 
UPA as Girector of the new UPA | 
series in production for CBS-TV. 








TV’s Decadence | 
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just fallen heir to the two biggest | 
ones to come off the giveaway belt- | 
line -— Revlon’s “Most Beautiful | 
Girl In the World” with its $250,-| 


000 prize, which it is throwing | 
against “IT Love Lucy,” and_ the 
rejuvenated “Break the Bank” 


package, which also flaunts a quar- 
ter-million-dollar payoff. To boot, 
NBC is shoving the $100,000 “Big 
Surprise” into the opposite-Phil | 
Silvers slot. 

Since it’s not so much the coin 
as the _ inherent showmanship 
values and human equations that 
constitute the success of ‘$64,000 
Question,” it’s problematical just 
hew meaningfully the big payoff 
craze adds up. 

Otherwise the networks have 
gone adventure crazy. The emer- 
gence next season of “Bengal Lan-| 
cers,” “Circus Boy,” “Jim Bowie,” 
“Sir Launcelot,” 
“Buccaneer,” “West Point Story,” | 
“Zane Gray Story,” etc., to com-| 
plement such existing as “Robin | 


is predicated on the new-found | 


——, 


Goldbeck, Rosenberg 
‘Playhouse’ Producers 


Hollywood, Aug. 14. 
Revue has assigned Willis Gold. 
beck and Frank Rosenberg to pro. 
duce various episodes of the new 
“Playhouse of Stars” vidpix series, 
and disclosed that still another pro. 

ducer will be added to the roster, 
Goldbeck, who was connected 
“Sereen Directors Play- 
house” series last year, will -pro- 


|duce most of the series, while 
Rosenberg, who recently ankled 
his job as feature producer at 


Warners, will have fewer stanzas. 
Lensing begins on 35 episodes in 
October, with Joseph Schlitz 
Brewing Co. again bankrolling. 








| —— 
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| last 


| zine,” 


| on 
| schedule, including Arthur Lismer 





Chrysler Specs 
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oe 
ed CBC, film programs will include 
“The Brothers,” starring Gail Gor- 
don and Bob Sweeney; “On Trial,” 
a drama series of unusual court 
cases, with Joseph Cotten in the 
lead; and a nautical comedy series, 
“Oh Susannah,” with Gail Storm, 
Several programs, which were seen 
season via kine recording, 
will now be carried live from their 
point of origination. These include 
“Kraft TV Theatre” and “Climax.” 
Seen over CBC network at the 
same time it is being carried over 
the American tv scene will be 


| “Disneyland.” 


Though changed to.a new time, 
American or Canadian programs 
retained this fall by the CBC, 
will include “This Is Your Life,” 
“Country Calendar,” “You Are 
There,” “Burns and Allen,” 
“Fighting Words,” “Junior Maga- 
“Lassie,” “Perspective,” 
the “Ed Sullivan Show,” ‘Father 
Knows Best,” “Showtime,” “The 
Denny Vaughan Show,” ‘Studio 
One,” “Pick the Stars,” “Dragnet,” 
“Holiday Ranch,” “Graphic,” “The 
Piouffe Family,” ‘Cavalcade of 
Sports” and “Mr. Fix-it.”” Many of 
these series, popular with Ameri- 


|}can viewers, are CBC-produced 
from Toronto. 
CBC will also concentrate on 


children’s ‘“‘cultural’”’ programs, this 
the 4:30 to 6 p.m. slot, the 


on art; the popular “‘Let’s Go to 
the Museum”; Beth Gillanders on 
her “Hidden Pages,” this dealing 
with children’s classics: the ‘‘Magic 
of Music” series; “Maggie Mug- 
gins” kid stories, narrated by Mar- 
garet Grannan; and “The Adven- 


| Hood,” “Sergeant Preston,” et al.,| tures of Pierre Radisson,”’ a Cana- 


dian explorer series dealing with 


in the American style, and German | thinking that it's the adventure-in- | the founding of the Hudson's Bay 


probably will proceea| 


Under the rate schedule and/| 
program provisions made by the) 


| Munich station for its initial ven- | 
| ture into commercial tv, sponsors | 
|can buy three kinds ef programs: | 


1) spots up to two minutes, with | 


|no entertainment beyond the ad- | 


vertiser’s message; 2) spots from | 


two to five minutes containing a | 
| sales plug and some form of brief | 


entertainment, 


costum motif that’ll wrap up both 
the juve and adult audiences in | 
one fell swoop. 

In contrast, a 15-year-later replay 
of “Wizard Of Oz” off the Metro 
backlog shelf sounds dandy. 


‘War & Peace’ 


=——_e Continued from page 25 














thored the libretto, based on the 


Co. 








_WHITN-TV. 


CHANNEL 13 
IT’S A SELLER'S MARKET, 
but we can give you 


the BIGGEST BUY yer! 


TIME: Now, while we're still new... 
with rates set to offer low cost per im- 


~~ rE mee 





probably on film; | To}stoi novel pression . . . choice availabilities are 
and finally, 3) spots over five min- a F still open, 

oe ase OW utes and theoretically up to the On Feb. 10, a new English ver- PLACE: Hunti Ashi Charles: 
entire 25-minute allocation, con-;S10n of Verdi’s “La Traviata” is : Huntington — Ashland — Charle 


ton and Portsmouth Markets. The rich, 
prosperous, tri-state area of more than 
1,250,000 population conservatively meas: 


| taining predominantly entertain- 
|ment with only one commercial. | 
| It’s conceded by Dr. Wittman that | 


set, to be followed on March 10 


by “La Grande Betesche.” Season 
winds April 21 with a new version 





7:45 


an on-air first— 


-7:50 PM 


Monday through Friday 


WOR 


Advertising News and features 
by the Herald Tribune columnist. 


with the | 
advertising news 











PRESENTED BY 


EDWARD PETRY & CO., INC. 


The Original Station Representative 
3 EAST 54TH STREET, NEW YORK 











if a sponsor did take the whole 25 | 
minutes, an arrangement would be | 
made to permit him two or three | 
commercial plugs in that time. 
Rates Set 
The rates for the three catego- 
ries are as follows: 1) sponsor pays 


| 80 marks per second up to 20 sec- 
|onds. If his spot runs between 21 
| and 40 seconds and up to two min- 
| utes, he pays 70 marks per second; 


2), 3,600 marks for the first minute 
and 1,800 marks for each succeed- 
ing minute; 3), by far the cheap-| 


his commercial, for which he pays | 
1,000 marks per minute. All these 
are strictly time purchase rates in- 
asmuch as the sponsor or his| 
agency supplies the show, ready to 
go, either filmed or live. Mark 
runs about 25c. in U.S. coin. There | 
are also discount structures on the 
rate card. 

“It is expected that the Munich 
development will slow down plans 
which have been made by some 
promoters of commercial tv, prin- 
cipally newspaper publishers, for 
a second network in Germany. 
Such, at least, has been one of the | 
principal intentions of the men) 
who have stimulated the develop- 
ment in Munich,” 





| have two units in operation at the 


|sociate producer and Kirk Brown- 


of Richard Strauss’ “Electra.” Point 
of interest is that the preem pro- 
gram will occur while the tour- 
ing NBC Opera Co. is on the road, 
which means that the network will 


same time. Production staff will be 
the same this year, with Samuel 
Chotzinoff as producer, Peter Her- 
man Adler as musical and artistic 
director, Charles Polachek as as- 


ing as director. 











AM FM est category, only 500 marks per CALL US: Huntington, West Virginia, 
710 ke 98.7 | minute except the time taken by | jAckson 5-7661, or our representatives: 
Petry & Co., Inc. 


Bergen 
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fair for a comic who's been a star 
for years to be killed off by tv. 
“TV is good for the individual 
performer, like Arthur Godfrey, 
but otherwise you can’t do it with 
a passport photo, and that’s what 
you have on tv,” he added. 
Bergen commented that he 
wasn’t sure he would go back to 
radio next season, and pointed 
out although “I was No. 1 in radio 
last year, only one-third of my 
show was sponsored. Radio should 
hold its own with news, sports mys- 
tery and comedy, but the sponsors 
just aren’t buying radio today.” 





ured from mail responses. 


SCENE: WHTN-TV with the largest frans- 
mitting antenna in the world . . . 316,000 
watts of power for maximum effective 
coverage... @ built-in audience of more 
than 200,000 sets .%. popular basic ABC 
network programs, outstanding local live 
shows and top-notch films. 


ACTION: Get on our “bandwagon” and 
g--o-w with us! After only one month of 
maximum power, Channel 13 showed 
36.8% audience increase over the first 
audience report, 


_ Edward 


1 ee 























CFAlgonquin 


59 West 44th Street 
New York © MU 7-4400 


Preferred by people of the Theatre --- 








100% Air Conditioned _ 
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STREAM FILM 
MIERE SHOWING OF FIELD & 

a ON KDKA-TV, PITTSBURGH, or ce 
BY CARLING’S ALE, BRINGING IN RA 

AND VF AUDIENCES 













































































































































































: “ONE 01 OF THE FINEST SPORTS _ “THE MOST 1 ELABORATE OUT. 
|| SHOWS I'VE EVER SEEN ON Ty DOORS SERIES YET FILMED.” 


—FRED REMINGTON, The Pittsburgh Press 













































































q el CaN assure you no comparable 
: deep sea fishing sequences have 













































3 ever been telecast. Impressive. (4 WAT URAD.. Fesinating ... 
: _ Sensational. WIN FANNING, ‘Excitement and Bea 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette _ 
































: HAROLD. COHEN, Variety 
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‘Directed by ROBERT McCAHON 











Now available for this Fall 


N 
1y550CI TES F 
B & Wor Color. 15- or 30- -minute segments 380 en *men, 
‘26 or 39 episodes 










































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































46 RADIO-TELEVISION VARIETY Wednesday, August 15, 1956 
= — femme vocalists Karen Vonne, Di- | = ‘ ’ 
ane Jergens, Jana Lund, Pessy HST Puls Show Amahl a Texas Fave 
° ~ 4 Dietrick and Darla Hood. Okay in ; 
Convention Hi hii hts bits were Veda Ann Borg as a busi-| Corpus Christi, Aug. 14. 
ness woman and William Traylor ' === Continued from page 22 es Solojsts from the Dallas Ly?ie 
= Continued from page 27 ——— as the reminiscing couple's 22-vear-|dacy of | Adlai Stevenson; | the | Theatre will sing “Amahl and the 
; . son. y "ec ad ¢ = : eat eu a — 
Larry “Meet the Press” Spivak. | ate from International Amphithea-| 4i-y touch in keeping with the Sent tain tee cae ee Vistors” with Jacques Singer 
Spurning the new transceivers, tre, scene of the ay ge ae script. An apt line at one point | sit of pot ht aliens gag Pave and the Corpus Christi Symphony 
Spivak used an ‘“‘autocue’”—a bat-| “News Caravan. An | was a phrase mouthed by MacMur- iets the MEUEEas "Th near | Cian Cian Whe Ghee wan 


sticking to its ‘no color” decision, 
the ear in the same manner as a! “Cagavan” will continue to be sole 
hearing aid—to get directions dur- | color show to cover convention, 
ing preconvention coverage. Plug x ek t 

got lodged in his ear, and Spivak] FEleventh hour temperament on 
had to be speeded to an M.D., for | the part of politicos alinost wrecked 


tery controlled gadget plugged into 


first aid, the carefully laid plans for two of 
*¢ 8 Sunday’s (12) panel shows. Harri- 

It's a helicopter-happy conven-| man campaign chairman Carmine 
tion. Each of the three webs are | piSapio, lined up weeks in advance 


ferrying film and personnel be- 
tween home base and the Amphi- 
theatre via airlift and there is a 


for ABC's “Coliege Press Confer- 
ence,” bowed out morning of show, 
and was replaced by Lloyd Bene- 





sponsored helicopter for use Of| feild, national director of the Har- 
delegates . . . Most of the conven-| riman-for-President clubs... And 
tioneers are still earth-bound, | rstes Kefauver, whose convention- | 
however. NBC sponsor. Oldsmo-| nerves kept peeping through, can- 


bile, for example, donated a dozen 
mint green samples of the factory’s 
best, to hau! web reps... Web 
brass still use chauffeur-driven 
limousines . . . And the rank-and- 
file radio-tv-press make the h.q.- 
Stock Yards trek via special buses, 


celled out of his skedded ‘Face 
the Nation” stint right before show 
time, with former Attorney Gen- 
eral Howard McGrath pinchhitting 
. Oddly enough, the Tennessee 
solon did come on NBC's ‘“‘Out- 
” ‘ ‘ter aaa igh- 
courtesy of General Tires. It’s a 30- gene ge ise yo ig 
minute bus trip, contrasted with | coned politician. 
the five-minute air jaunt, ee 
. <8 Pint Niadite “tentted rlevat de 
Walt Kelly acquired a 36-animal saad te ame ait canldanes tual 
stuffed zoo at a cost of $1,000 for j , 
his daily NBC pre-session show | (6705 to convention officials when | 
starring _ delegates: of the four- | ine union demanded controi of its | 
legged variety ... Pitching for the | operation! 
teenage audience, | , 








vet NBC com- 2s 
mentater H. V. Kaltenborn will in- “Convention Searchlight,” the | 
terpret the day’s news during both Chicago version of “Citizens’ Union | 
political huddles for the future Searchlight,” went commercial for 
voters. Sunday’s show, with Lanvin per- | 
fumes picking up the tab for the. 
five-station deal, on which Rep. | 
John McCormack (Mass.) guested. 
For the GOP version next Sunday 
(19), KRON, NBC’s ’Frisco affiliate 

bombshell included the following: | ..4)’ : ee 
Vice Presidential hopefuls Sen. ge 7 aneee - _ ted ane 
a0 | to accomodate guest Senate Minor- 

an htev Now York's Sen Her, |itY Leader William Knowland, of 


bert Lehman; 1952’s V.P. candidate Cattermia. ‘+ « «& 


Sen. John Sparkman of Alabama— British newsman Randolph 

all Stevenson supporters. Churchill a last-minute entry to 
; : . Ss : the tv coverage, with several stints 
Former FCC Commissioner | on CBS’ “Morning Show.” 

Frieda Hennock, a convention ob- | 


nm m + 

Impressive lineup of top drawer | 
politicos who filed into CBS v.p. 
Sig Michelson's office to 0.0, the 
televised reaction to the Truman 

















server. And mother of FCC Com: | 
missioner Robert Bartley here A 
with her brother, Speaker Sar | mpex 


Rayburn, convention chairman. 








nee Continued from page 27 
First sponsored show to origin- features as Ted Malone 
| Mickey Mouseketters to Ampex. 
Reporters servicing stations owned 
by their papers have also been 
making a _ beeline for Ampex. | 
Among latter is May (‘Meet the 
Press”) Craig, reporter for Maine 
papers and stations. 

Fewer foreign radio correspond- | 
ents are on hand than in ’52. West 
Germany, Switzerland and Holland 
have correspondents in the radio 
gallery, but France, India, Aus- 
tralia and others are using CBC. 
Latter, with staff of seven for dual 
language reporting, is sole foreign 
outfit with direct feed to home 
web. 

BBC has staff of four, sending 
short wave and, for first time, do- 


kok ok 

















| 









ling audio ok remotes for home 
|tv. BBC uses NBC film. 
| WNYC’s Seymour Siegel is on 


|hand to follow progress of Gav. 
| Harriman. N. Y. Municipal station 
4 is also using BBC and CBS feeds 
WINS has Elaine Sheppard, one- 
time Hollywood starlet, doing fea- 
tures for the N. Y. indie. 

















Tele Followup 
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| - 
lives while listening to hit numbers 
of Jimmy McHueg! 

Format of this excursion into the 
past of necessity was rather dis- 
Jointed. But on the whole the 
half-hour drama emerged as accep- 
table hot weather entertainment 


SSR 


Ed “Sandy (Scampy) | 
SULLIVAN DOBBITCH 


“fer the Yeonmeie” Mood of the program was estab- 
. lished by McHugh himself. Seated 
Sundays on Ed Sullivan Show at the. piano in Hollywood's Mo- 


cambo, he said 
“and then | 


this 
wrote” 


would be no 
routine, but 


TV PRODUCERS... 


for the BEST in 
CIRCUS and NOVELTY 
ACTS for TELEVISION 


contact... 


AL DOBRITCH 
ENTERPRISES ° 


200 West 57th St., New York, N. Y. 
Phone: COlumbus 5-4682-3 
(For more information, see advertise- 


ment in Vaudeville section of this 
issue.) 


ies, 

Of course, when tablesitters Fred 
MacMurray and Marilyn Erskine 
heard the strains of “I Can't 
lieve That You're in Love With 
Me” (1928) a timely flashback out- 
lined the circumstances when foot- 
ball star MacMurray wooed and 
won Miss Erskine, a rich man's 
, daughter, Other McHugh tunes 
| reminded of the birth of their first 
‘child, family quarrels, the hus- 
| band’s wartime service, etc. 
| Performances of both MacMurray 
_and Miss Erskine were par for the 
| course in light of the material they 
/had to work with. McHugh adept- 
‘ly presided at the 88, aided by 











'again, but by this time they must 


| Sunday’s 


in size for tv brought its first head- | improvement 


| just before the Frisco quadrennial. 


*\tion coverage, the latter issued the 


leratic 
|‘Pursuit of Happiness’; we did not 
know the film was considered an} 


iditional pattern of news coverage 
‘of national political conventions by 
lexercising our news judgment in 
| reporting elements of the conven- | 
| tion story 
| plication of that judgment we also 
|included part of the film itself.” 


| cover 


“music played to stir your memor-| PT 
| limited security of tenure from the | AFTRA was the first union in the 
,entertainment field to establish a | 
of extinetion from the Labor Op-| National Pension and Welfare pro- | 
3e-| position, an excessively high an-|8"am, and that the program has | 
nual payment to the ITA, an ob-| 8reat merit as is, we are not con- 
| ligation to put on “minority’ pro-|tent with these accomplishments 
grams of small advertising value, | alone. We expect to go further in 
ithe future, on a sound actuarial 


} 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


ray: “I’m beginning to feel I’m on 
‘This Is Your Life.’ ”’ Gilb. 


Meet The Press 
Question-tossers will try and try 





know that they’re up against con- 
crete in the matter of getting) 
“something of value” from any | 
politico topper. The public, which | 
should be the gainer, is the loser. | 
The convincer is, or should be, | 
Paul M. Butler, front-runner for | 
the Demo National Committee, in| 
a tete-a-tete with the scribes on | 
(12) “Meet the Press” 
that must have been frustrating to! 
NBC televiewers. | 

Butler is sharp, handsome, and a | 
lawyer who knows how to fence. 
It’s all too obvious that party 
chairmen are (1) partisan and ah 


don't take sides on candidate-pick- 
ing, at least not publicly. It’s all 
sweetness and light, strictly in sup- | 
port of the party-line, whatever it 
may be at a given moment. But) 
this was the eve of the opening gun | 
of the powow in Chi, so that sorta 
booking is par for the course. 


There doesn’t figure to be an 
next Sunday (19) 


when GOP chairman Leonard W. 
s “a a te 
Hall comes up against the “Press 


Trau. 


CBS Spanking 


Continued from page 27 

















following statement: 

“At no time did we make any 
commitment to carry the Demo- | 
National Committee film, | 

! 


part of the keynote ad-| 


We operated under the tra- 


official 
dress. 


from Chicago. In ap- 


While the reel was being spun 


=a=ae off for delegates, CBS legmen were 
and linterviewing news figures around 
c 


and 
up 


town and Edward R. Murrow 
Eric Sevareid were serving 
some political analysis. 

While Butler’s biowoff 
shoeker to Columbia and com- 
pletely unexpected, ill-will _ be- 
tween party convention master- 
minders and all three tv networks 
had been brewing throughout the | 
day. From the opening gavel 
which launched the Dem’s big gab- | 
fest this morning, video webs had | 
shown no hesitancy in pulling 
away from formal proceedings to 
the political jockeyings in 
downtown hotels. 

Also there 


was a 


obvious unHap- 


Was 


|}piness among the Dems that video 


didn’t start its beamings tonight 
untils a half-hour after Butler 
|called the meeting to order. Thus, 
such windowdressing as Frank 


Sinatra’s leadoff song didn’t 


crosscountry exposure. 


Brit. Com’ TV 


Continued from page 29 


get 





reconstruction scheme is under 
way, a tv theatre equipped and 
built at a cost of $420,000 puts up 
its shutters, and apparatus to 
screen films and a $112,000 mobile 
unlit are to cease operating. 

Under an agreement to exchange 


1 


programs with other commercia 
tv outlets in the North and Mid- 
inds, arrangements have success 
fully been concluded that will en 
able A-R to put out only 65° of 
the London Mondav to Friday 
transmissions; this takes effect on 
sepi. 14 

At a recent meeting, J. Spencer 
Wills, A-R chairman, said: “Aj| 


Conservative Government, a threat 


a host of restrictions imposed by 
Statute and license, threats of ad- 
ditional competition from the BBC 
—afl these must daunt the wildest 
o¢timist; I remain an optimist.” He 
opined that A-R would incur losses 
in its first two years but would 
break even in the third. By the 


fourth year, it should be making 





a profit. 


| ing public,” Harris stated. 


Georgia” approach of that state’s | be local. 
Sen. Richard Russell; the feeble; The role of “Amahl” is yet to be 
try of Gov. Harriman. ‘cast and auditions will be held in 

By contrast, Stevenson’s pol-; Dallas for boy sopranos on Oct. 6 
ished assurance and Harriman’s by Welter Hendl, conductor of the 
Ivy League approach made pallid | Dallas Symphony Orchestra, and 
televiewing. |Samuel Adler, musical director of 

Then good old HST called a Sat- | the Lyric Theatre. 
urday press conference. TV direc-; “Amahl and the Night Vistors” 
tors marshalled their forces like)! probably will be staged in Dallas 
generals preparing for battle. CBS’ | on Dec. 22 and 23; the latter a mat. 
John Day, for example, called off jnee performance for Dallas Coun- 
a Convention Hall dress rehearsal, ty school children. 
commandeered one and one-half 
hours of network time (NBC used 
75 minutes, ABC one hour), and 
spotted his men, mikes and cam- 
eras wherever they might best re- 
cord reaction to the Truman an- 
nouncement. NBC’s Bill McAn- 
drew and ABC’s Tom Velotta fol- 
lowed pretty much the same 
strategy. 

Alomts anything the ex Chief 
Executive might have said or done 
would have given tv a shot in the 
arm. But, calm and composed in | 
the midst of televised bedlam, he|dium under specialized circum. 
behaved like the tv pro he is. Hejstances befitting the need of 
built up to his climax with all the |the industrial outfit. Some, like 
skill, suspense, and drama of a/|U. S. Steel, Kaiser and Alcoa, find 
political Alfred Hitchcock. And tvj|adult drama the best format for 
was not found wanting. From the their message. 
crowded ballroom of the Black-| A final and somewhat subtle in- 
stone Hotel, from Harriman and | fluence has been the socalled “in- 
Stevenson h.q., from jampacked! qustrial” or public relations film, 
lobbies and streets, the story hit|The 16m non-theatrical film field 
the circuits with all the excitement has been in long use by these 
and color of the real thing. | advertisers as an industry relatioris 

Harry Truman had put the tvjtool, but with the coming of tele- 
show on the road! vision and the “free” pattern of 
televising these films as public 
service sustainers, the advertisers 
reawakened to the possibilities of 
these films and then to the strength 
of television as a medium. 


Under the “free film” pattern on 








Industrials 


Continued from page 29 Qa 





of these “advertisers. “Omnibus,” 
which up to now has been nearly 
a single-handed influence in bring- 
ing in industrial accodunts, is such 
a format. News programs, opening 
up for sponsorship, “magazine” 
concepts like “Today,” all offer 
the opportunity to get into the me 














‘Crash Research’ 


=—_—— Continued from page 23 === 
gineering studies in both VHF and 








UHF to give individuals and gov-|tv, the advertiser pays the pro 
ernment authorities facts on which |duction and shipping costs of a 


to base any changes in that serv-| public relations film running usu- 
ice. This is definitely not an anti-|ally from 15 minutes to a half- 
UHF group. If the extensive en-|hour or even an hour. The pro- 
gineering studies should indicate; ducer or a specialized distributor 
that substantial or -complete con- | (like Association Films or M6dern 
version to UHF would best serve | Talking Picture Service, to name 
the American public, then this as- a couple of the biggest) then ships 
sociation would approve that move |the films to stations, which delete 
in a manner best designed to pro-|all or nearly all commercial 
tect the interests of the setown-| pects of the film and play it on 
a sustaining, basis at no charge 

Other officers elected at the| Having become aware of the 
meet were: Charles Crutchfield, | strength of television through this 
WBTV, Charlotte, and Ken Carter, {back-door method, the industrial 
WAAM-TYV, Baltimore, veepes, and|companies are now knocking on 
Harold Gross, WJIM-TV, Lansing, |the front entrance. 





asS- 
































sec-treasurer. a an er et 
Board of directors beside the 
above includes: Howard Lane, < O rR R E N T 
KOIN-TV, Portland, Ore: John 
Hayes,. WTOP-TV, Washington; 0 
Payson Hall, WOW-TV, Omaha: Most Artistic _Modern Home. 
Joe Bernard, WGR, Buffalo: 15x30 foot Swimming Pool lo 
Harold Hough. WBAP-TV, Fort Flagstone Terrace. Overlooking 
Worth; P. A. Sugg, WKY-TV, Okla- Delaware River. Five miles this 
homa City; Don Davis, KMBC, side of New Hope, Pa. 
Kansas City; Harold Stuart, . 
KVOO-TV, Tulsa; David Balti. Over $50,000.00 spent in 1953 
e ‘PPR : r to make this unusually compact 
more, WBRE-TV, Wilkes-Barre, h | er on 
and Robert Swezey, WDSU-TV ee a Se 
New Orleans. ; . charm and inspiration. 
Largé two story living room, 
- enormous stone fireplace, most 
Conawa modern kitchen-bar, three bed- 
y rooms, two new iuxurious bath- 
| i Continued from page 30 rooms. 
|unemployed for exterded periods. Plus a separate apartment on 
We expect that our history-mak- Swimming Fool level, with liv- 
ing Pension and Welfare program ing ee fireplace, padroom 
|will be extended to even more} With another luxurious bath- 
|members, in radio and related | room and kitchen, with own 
fields, as a result of the forthcom-| "france. 
ing collective bargaining negotia- dieceedll 
tions with the industry. ‘ ge ag ose aad 
_In its short history the AFTRA a 
Fund has paid substantial benefits| Rent $3600.00 per year on 
to members and their dependents two year lease or will consider 


in time of need due to hospitaliza- 
tion, medical care and death. We 
expect that our Pension program 
will go a long way toward making 


lease-sale arrangement. 


Immediate Possession 


JAMES SAUTER 








retirement a pleasurable ; se- | : 
ence, cele aes ‘ A e and 7 | Hotel Pierre, New York 
cure reality rather than a bleak 

‘ospect TEmpleton &-8000 
prospect, 

Though we all recognize that = a 


Interested in purchas- 
ing radio transcriptions 
with syndication possi- 
bilities. 
Send particulars to: 
Box 6810, VARIETY, 


154 West 46th St., 
New York 36, N. Y. 


basis. The excellent cooperation 
we have received from the indus- 
try in the development of the Plan | 
we now have furnishes a good 
foundation for what we hope to. 
accomplish in the future. 
7 Donald F. Conaway 
(National Executive Secrteary, 








AFTRA) 
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Carle combo drowning her out. She 
registered best on her “Sweet 
Georgia Brown” material and with 
a nod to her father, tunesmith Ray 
Gilbert, on “Bahia.” Carle’s best 
efforts were on “Marie,” “Autumn 
Leaves” and “Stardust.” 

Web will have to find some 
petter way of presenting Cagle 


than this to take best advantage | 
of what he has to offer. This one! 


doesn’t do him justice. Kap. 





THE WONDERFUL 
MR. WIDDGETT 
With Fred Hohl, Bill Hindman 
producer-Director: Jack Anthony, 
Jack Carroll 
Writer: Fred Hohl 
60 Mins., Mon.-thru-Fri., 4 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WLW-C, Columbus 
“The Wonderful World of Mr. 
Widdgett” is a fascinating new 
afternoon children’s show’ which 
stars Fred Hohl as an elderly Swiss 
woodearver who is gentle and kind 
but not always convincing as an 
elderly character Although Hohl 
goes through the physical actions 
usually attributed to old age, his 


WORLD OF 


voice often betrays his real age 
(29). 

The new WLW-C personality 
brings a wealth of talent to his 
role, however. He is the type of 
soft-spoken “old” man whom 


children often like. He can draw 
and perform dextrous acts which 
will appeal to the lollipop set. 

Hohl was educated at the U. of 
Basel in Switzerland and_ thus 
knows quite a bit of background 
about the folklore and mores of 
that country. His costume for the 
production was imported from 
Switzerland. In fact, customs red 
tape held_up its arrival for the 
first show (6) so the starting of 
the series was delayed for one day 
rather than go on without the 
authentic habiliment. 

As the program develops, how- 
ever, perhaps more emphasis can 
be placed on active diversions for 
the children. Those used now — 
cartoons, conversations 
— are pretty much sedentary. 

Bill Hindman supplies the voice 
and animation tor a _ delightful 
puppet known as Seppi, the moun- 
tain goat. Whereas, Mr. Widdgett 
is always kind and forgiving, Seppi 
sometimes makes pointed and com- 
ical comments which makes for 
distinction between the two charac- 
ters. Conn. 


LET’S GO STARGAZING 
Vith Ivan Aron 
Producer-Writer: Aron 
Director: Bill Buccalo 

15 Mins., Thurs. (9), 8:30 p.m. 
WOSU-TV, Columbus 

Although this program has an 
appealing title which might suggest 
interesting show for 
televiewers, actually it is not. 

It is tedious and boring because 
its “star,” Ivan Aron, a graduate 
student at Ohio State U., ap- 
proaches his dissertation from the 
standpoint that he is addressing 
astronomy students, not tv viewers. 


an 


SATURDAY SPORTS MIRROR 
With Jack Drees, Bill Hickey; 
guests, Shirley Boomer, Peewee 
Reese, Pat McCormick 
Producer: James Dolan 
Director: Vern Diamond 
Writer: Bob Allison 
30 Mins., Sat., 7 p.m. 
CBS-TV, from New York 
CBS-TV got a lot into this one, 
and without the typical pretentions 
of a sports omnibus. Producer Jim 
Dolan kept it modest and compre- 
hensible as he integrated inter- 
Views by Jack Drees and Bill 
Hickey with news and features in 
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and crafts | 


laymen | 
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last Saturday’s (11) performance of 
“Sports Mirror.” 


Drees and Hickey were 


7 Ask Dismissal of 5006 


more | distribution of 


Suit on ‘Cowboy G-Men 


A move for dismissal of a $500,- 
000 damage suit against Flamingo 
Films and others involved in the 
“Cowboy G-Men” 


than up to the task, but Drees was, | Was made in Federal District Court 
| by dint of his ease and attention | last week. . 


ito pertinent fact, the better inter- 
viewer. He also spieled with Olym- 
pic woman diver Pat McCormick, 


| 


The general denial of allegations | 
was made by defendants after Mu- 


tual Television Productions, Inc., 


° } alf ‘ + o 
and Hickey, who opened the half-|the producing company of the 39- 


hour, talked to English tennis play- 
er Shirley Boomer. Intermiitently, 


there were straight reports on the} F! 


|day’s latest news. Dolan wisely 
!Jimited his show to simple wipes 
in segueing from one segment to 
another. 

On the nature of the film used: 
| the news clips of the Dodger game 
that day adequately covered the 
topic, but the material in the fea- 
ture story on the football Chicago 
Cardinals was not commensurate 
with the time it was given. It was 


| 
| 
| 
| 


filed suit. 
allegations charge that 
amingo, which took over distrib- 
ution from United 
sion Corp., undersold the properiy 
and failed to use its best efforts 
to exploit and sell the series. 


episode series, 
Television 








Cyanide, Anyone? 
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'too much a static celluloidal “Who's | to farmer Brown’s house looking 
Who,” and it didn’t look as though | for her long lost daughter. After 


| anybody was left out. CBS scemed | tejjing Brown her tale of woe, he 


preoccupied with getting in as im- 

| moderate a plug as it could for 
i/the network’s upcoming pro grid 
| coverage. 


| In all, however, program would 


| 


just happens to remember where | 
he found baby, and a check of the | 


kid’s old duds cinches the make. 
Now when mom gets the picture. 


|'make a worthy fall insert on the| and finds out who baby is marry- 


web. Art. 


SPOTLIGHT ON TALENT 

With Hal Tunis, Bette Chapel, 
Freddie Montell, Michael Bon- 
don, Allan Jones; Bob Trendler 
orch 

Producer: Allan David 

Director: Donald Kane 

| 30 Mins.; Sat., 6 p.m. 

DON ROSS’ LINCOLN 
BUICK 

WGN-TV, Chicago 
Musical stanzas are bursting out 

all over on WGN-TV’s Channel 9. 

Latest edition, an outside package 

spawned by Allan David’s produc- 


PARK 


tion shop, has as its peg the 
showcasing of pro talent from 
| around town that hasn’t been in- 


itiated to television. 

All hands acquitted themselves 
okay on the curtainraiser (4). 
Guest Michael Bondon exposed a 
studious baritone on “Night and 





l lar warblers Bette Chapel 


| dle of pleasant ditties. Host Hal 


in a quiet, if somewhat overly for- 
mal manner and chinned for a few 
minutes with Allan Jones, the win- 
dowdressing name. The _ produc- 
tion trappings were adequate, if 
not particularly imaginative. 

_ In short, one of those beltline 
jobs with little to distinguish it 
from countless others of the same 
idiom that have bloomed for a spell 
then quietly withered into limbo. 


Dave. 
FARM 
With Shirley Anderson, Willard 
| Eichelhart, Martha Logan, Liy- 


ingston Gilbert 
Producers: Burt Blackwell, Shirley 
| Anderson 
| Director: Bob Brewer 
| 60 Mins., Sat., 12 noon 
| Participating 
| WAVE-TV, Louisville. 
| Once-a-week full hour show orig- 
| inating at the 325-acre farm owned 
and operated by WAVE, located at 
Worthington, Ky., in Jefferson 
County, impresses as a commend- 
able effort in. public interest, con- 
venience and necessity. Station ac- 
quired the farm in latter part of 
54, and started telecasting from 
that location in January, 1955. 
Shirley Anderson, station’s farm di- 
rector, was Jefferson County Farm 
Agent, and is handling the farm di- 
rector chores full time for WAVE. 
Kentucky is predominantly an agri- 
cultural state, hence information is 
tremendously imoprtant to rural 
viewers. 

At show caught (11), dairy de- 
partment was highlighted. Ander- 
son and Willard Eichelhart were 
discovered outside the farm’s alu- 
minum dairy barn, where they dis- 
cussed the 20-cow dairy herd. Mat- 
ters of feed, housing, feed lot, and 
a detailed oral and visual explana- 
tion of the farm’s milking parlor, 
together with mechanical milkers, 
and all the processes+of cleaning 
cows’ udders, until the milk is 
finally pumped into a truck, pre- 
ceding by the weighing of milk 
from individual cows, until the 
milk truck takes the milk off, were 
explained in detail, and all highly 
instructive. 

“Farm” is a pretentious location 
show, entailing many engineering 
problems, and no doubt is a costly 
project for the station. However, 
with four participating sponsors, 
and Livingston Gilbert, capable 
and authoritative on the commer- 
cial pitches, show is beginning to 
pay its way. Reynolds Metals, Ral- 
ston Purina, International Harves- 
ter, and Louisville Farm Imple- 
ment Co. all figure in the narra- 
tions, Farm equipment commer- 
cials are on film. Wied. 





| 


|at 16 frames a second. 





| 


| 





ing up with, she hits the panic but- 
ton and blasts off down the pike 
baby and dad have reached the 
church, and the ceremony is in the 
stretch. A series of cutaways re- 
veal mom setting a new dirt track 
record... 

Now here’s where the folks at 
WSAZ goofed: Naturally, the film 
ends with’ mom arriving at the 
church in time to stop the wed- 
ding, there’s a big reconciliation 
bit, and you know... but before 
all this transpires, station projec- 
tionist Frank Matthews discovers 
time has run out, fades the film 
right when baby and dad are up 
to their armpits in orange blossoms 
and “oh, promise me,” and sig- 
nals announcer Jerry Tolbert to 
cut in and wind it up. Tolbert gets 
the nod, and having long since lost 


Day” and “Old Man River.” Regu- | track of the plot, cuts in with rich, 
and | pear shaped tones . 
| Freddie Montell unspooled a bun-| lived happily ever after. 


. “and they 


” 


Realizing what has happened 


Tunis held the half-hour tevether | Matthews fights back a coronary 


long enough to make a valiant try 
at smoothing over the incestuous 
insinuation ... He rings down the 
NARTB seal of good practice. 


- Hub Blankets Loop 


Boston, Aug. 14. 
Boston radio went on a politico 
kick for the Democratic National 





in Chicago this week with every | 


major station giving fairly com- 
plete coverage. Station WHDH is 
on the air every half-hour with 
special reports and a special broad- 
cast direct from the convention city 
by W. E. Mullins, political editor of 
the Boston Herald, comes through 
on the 6 p.m. newscast. 

Stations WEEI, WVDA, WNAC, 
WGBH-FM are giving full cover- 
age. WEEI, the CBS station, has 
big names. WVDA has the ABC 
network commentators and report- 


ers. WNAC has Yankee Network 
and Mutual coverage. WBZ- 


WBZA, which cut its connections 
with NBC for afternoon programs, 
has 
night. For special broadcasts dur- 
ing the day and early evening they 
are relying on a staff headed by 


Mutual | 


Ar ists Televi- | 


Meanwhile, | 


!Era of Harder-To-Come-By Pix 


Originals Blamed on Television 














Loew’s-KTTV 


=a Continued from page 


features. After the seven-year li- 
censing period, the library reverts 
to Loew’s. 

The agreement throws an entire 
different complexion on negotia- 
tions with CBS-TV for its o&o sta- 
|tions, one of which is KNXT. in 
|Los Angeles. CBS talks would 
now be limited perforce to WCBS 
N. Y., WBBM-TV, Chicago; and 
WXIX, Milwaukee. 

In addition to CBS negotiations, 
|Metro is holding talks with over 
|} 12 stations currently on library 
deals, some of which could take 
the turn of the KTTV deal, with 
station interest accruing to Loew's. 

Arthur M. Loew, president of 
Loew's Ine., who participated in 
ithe KTTV negotiations, consum- 
‘mated the deal in New York. He 
observed: “Our acquisition in the 


as it gives us a voice in the way 
|our pictures should be presented. 
. We look forward to more ar- 
| rangements with top stations in the 
| U.S.” 
| Norman Chandler, KTTV board 
‘chairman and publisher of the Los 
| Angeles Times and Mirror, which 
owns the indie, stated that “the 
creative skills of the MGM organi- 
zation will bring a new wealth of 
talent and entertainment to tele- 
vision stations everywhere. : 
They will be an active and work- 
ing partner and new hope this will 
only be the first step in a continu- 
ing and expanding role of MGM 
in television broadcasting.” 
It is understood that Loew’s will 
have board’ representation = on 
KTTV, with Charles C. (Bud) 





| tive. 
| KTTV prez now in N.Y., conducted 
| the major megotiations. 

On the basis of current station 
| dickers, it appears that Metro is 


|}accenting library selling, rather 
than the previously announced 
packages of 52. Metro hepes to 


make a library sale in every ma- 
jor tv market in the U. S. 

The KTTV agreement encom- 
| passes every feature film in the 
| Metro library through 1948, with 
ithe exception of “Gone With the 
| Wind” and “Wizard of Oz,’. the 
latter licensed to CBS for network 





+ 





Hollywood, Aug. 14. 
has eliminated the 
screen story, Budd 
editor of Bel-Air 
Productions, complains. Lesser 
says he has gone through about 
4.000 submissions since he took 
over 10 months ago as Hollywood’s 
most prolific indie which is oper- 
ating at the rate of 12 features 
annually. 

“Good original screen. stories, 
moans, “are almost eX- 
tinct as the Dinosaur’ Bronto- 
saurus. Before tv there was a pre- 
dictable supply of inventively con- 


Television 
good original 
Lesser, story 


Lesser 


as 


ceived and competently executed 
eriginals specifically designed for 
feature film production. They 


| were turned out by successful film 


| 
| 
| 


| 





| 


| 


| 


| 


| exposure. But “Wizard” also will 
| become available to the Los An- 
|geles indie after the expiration of | 
|CBS’ three options after the in- 
| itial showing. 

| Other provisions in the KTTV 


| deal call for black-and-white trans- 
imissions, with an _ extra color 


|if KTTV elects to telecast any of 
ithe features in color. Under the 
agreement, a group of 40 to 50 the- 
atrical reissues will be made avail- 
| able to KTTV on a delayed basis 
| arrangement, with KTTV holding 
|}seven-year licensing rights’ to 
| these after their theatrical re-re- 


complete coverage only at | lease. 





Art Mooney orch set for a week 





| trical 


writers between regular screen- 
play assignments. 
“For the most part, these in- 


betweens no longer exist. The top 
writing talent shuttles rapidly from 
ene medium to another, filling in 
feature pictures lulls with televie 
sion jobs.” 

Lesser that 


reported both 


station is of particular satisfaction | Bel-Air toppers Aubrey Schenck 
| and 


H.. W. Koch have admitted 
that a writer would probably have 
to be crazy to sweat out an original 
that might or might not sell, in 
preference to latching onto a 
guaranteed fee for grinding out 
tv fodder. “But they can’t help 
wishing for a few mad _ geniuses 
with artistic goals.” 

Not that Lesser and his two 
bosses view all feature product as 
“artistic triumps” and all tv fare 
as “junk,” storyman hastened to 
add. Lesser pointed out, however, 
that tv is victim to “countless 
curbs” imposed by many factors 
beyond the writer’s control. 

“And when a writer does pound 
out an occasional original,’ Lesser 
complained, “he usually confines 
himself to material well within 


Barry, v.p. in charge of Metro’s ty | these limitations—figuring that if 
| operation, the probable representa- | the yarn doesn’t sell for a feature, 
Barry and Richard A. Moore. | it has to be suitable for tv submis- 


sion.” 
Getz Prens Ist Runs 
Of French, Italian Pix 
Preparation of a foreign feature 
film package, in color and dubbed 
in English, which has never been 
released theatrically in the U.S., 
for first runs on tv, is underway 


by Don Getz, president of Theatri- 
cal & Video Corp. 


Getz, now in Paris where he is 
completing final details, will an- 
nounce the list of titles in the 


first package of 13 upon his return 
shortly. The initial package, slated 
for release to tv some‘ime this 


|fall, will be predominately French 
|and Italian. Dubbing and re-record- 


ing has already begun in Paris un- 
der the supervision of Jules Buck, 


“mer 2 Was ar es 
|charge to be negotiated when and | former 20th-Fox producer. 


Thea- 
charge 


Murray M. Kaplan, v.p 
& Video will be 
of sales. 


New Batch For Col 


Columbia Pictures is preparing 
to release another group of fea- 
tures to tv through its subsid 
Screen Gems, probably in the fall. 

Current thinking is to prepare 
a package of 52 for fall selling and 


of 
in 





WBZ news. director Rod Mac-|0n NBC’s “Bandstand” beginning | another 52 for marketing later in 
Leish. Aug. 27, the year. j 
— 
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7IV SHOWS RATE GREAT! 


312 


in 3-station 


HARTFORD 


beating Phil Silvers, Jackie Gleason, Arthur Godfrey, Fireside 
Theatre, Lux Video Theatre, Kraft TV Theatre and many others. 
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Vic Damone: “Speak My Love”- 
“War and Peace” (Columbia). 
After bouncing back into the hit 
brackets with “On The _ Street 
. Where You Live,” Vic Damone de- 
livers another strong money record 


with “Speak My Love.” It’s a top-! 


flight ballad blending of lyric and 
melody due for a long ride on all 
spinning levels. “War and Peace,” 
on the flip side, is a contrived 


waltz-styled item adapted from one | 


of themes from the pic of the same 
name. 

Billy Vaughn Orch: “When The 
White Lilacs Bloom Again’-‘Span- 
ish Diary” (Dot). There’s already 


a big wax spread on the German- | 


originated “When The White Lilacs 
Bloom 
etching should be counted among 
the forerunners, 
lilting melodic line an ear-catching 
quality that’s hard to resist. “Span- 


Best 


ove eeeer eer eeee 


VIC DAMONE 
(Colwimbia ) 


BILLY VAUGHN 
(Dot) .. iid 


‘vTeunuuaas 


Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By MIKE GROSS 


Again” and Billy Vaughn's | 


He brings to the | 


a ee 








enough to pull in a fair spinning 
score. “Test of Time” is in the 
slow ballad groove which he sings 
| with ease, On the other side, Mar- 
tin takes off on a lively, lowdown 
rhythm style. 

Somethin’ 
heads: 
(Epic), “Heartaches” is the perfect 
tune tor the Somethin’ Smith com- 
|bo's shuffle beat rhythm. Sparked 
by Smith, the group whips up the 
‘kind of oldfashioned melodic qual- 
itv that goes over so well with the 
jukebox trade. The approach to 
“Cecilia” is in a similar vein and 


coin-pulling results. 

Sammy Davis Jr.: 
“Just One Of Those 
| (Decca). 
resting melodie line but the lyric 
‘addition doesn’t help it much. 
Sammy Davis Jr., however, gives it 


“Earthbound”- 
Things” 


SPEAK MY LOVE 
War and Peace 


WHEN THE WHITE LILACS 
Spanish Diary 








ish Diary,” however, is just a rou-, 


tine etfort. ‘ 
Al Martino: “The Girl I Left In 


Rome"-"“A Love To Call My Own" | 


(Capitol), This coupling, espe- 


an occasional kick. He jazzes up 
;“Just One Of Those Things” in 
|} such a way that only the Davis die- 
hards can appreciate. 


| Alan Freed-Steve Allen-Al (Jazz- obbeat sides but interesting enough | arranged by Puente and he covers 


it should wind up with the same | 


“Earthbound” has an ar-| 


Smith & The Red-| 
“Heartaches’-‘Cecilia” | 


{ 
| 


| 


| 
| 
| 
' 
| 


It’s got a catchy rhythm line and ting to Be a Habit With Me.” 
‘lyric values that are right up her Street,” “Shuffle Off to Buffalo” as 














LAWRENCE WELK 
and his 
CHAMPAGNE MUSIC 
(Exclusively on Coral) 
260th Consecutive Week 
Aragon Ballroom—Ocean Park, Cal. 
ABC-TV—Sat. 9-10 P. M. EDT 
Sponsored by 
Dodge Dealers of America 











Gypsy Goofed” gives Pearl Bailey 
an easy item to play around with. 


alley. “Deejays should go for it in 
a big way. Bottom deck is just 
so-so fodder for Miss Bailey’s 


piping style. 

Jim Lowe: “The Green Door’- 
“The Little Man in Chinatown” 
(Dot). These are a couple o 


cially the “Girl I Left In Rome” po) Collins-The Medernaires: “The |}to whip up the kind of spinning 


side, should build new favor for Al 
Martino, who hasn't had a big one 
in some time. He shows off a 
rhythmie belting beat that builds 
the melody’s happy flavor into a 
top spinning entry. He turns to 
the big ballad form on “A Love To 
Call My Own” effectively. 

Richard Hayman - Jan August: 
*“Sadie’s Shawl’-“Carnival In 
Rome” (Mercury). The British in- 
strumental import, ‘“Sadie’s 
Shawl,” is a frolicsome musical 
piece that will make some head- 
way here via the Richard Hayman- 
Jan August tandem. Blending ot 
harmonica (Hayman) and_ piano 
(August) highlights the captivating 
musical — line, Buddy Bregman 
gives the same tune an intriguing 
orch workover on the RCA Victor 
label. “Carnival In Rome,” on the 
Mercury flip, is a lighthearted at- 


fair that'll have a tough time tak- | 
ing the play away from its mate. | 


“Ballad of James 


(Jubliee). 


Four Tunes: 
Dean"-Sayonara” 


Dean” a good chance to make some 
noise in the teenage market. 
an overly dramatic musical tribute 
but just right for the current Dean 
vogue, “Sayonara” is an okay bal- 
lad entry with an Oriental motif. 

Dean Martin: 
“Mississippi Dream-Boat” 
tol). This is just a 
course coupling for Dean Martin. 
Neither side has a breakaway 
potential but each is likeable 
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1. MY PRAYER (4) 


3. ALLEGHENY MOON (7) 
4. HOUND DOG (2) 


6. ON THE STREET WHERE 
7. CANADIAN SUNSET (1) 
9. IM IN LOVE AGAIN (10) 


16. GLENDORA (6) 


WAYWARD WIND 
STRANDED IN THE JUNGLE 


FLYING SAUCERS 
GHOST TOWN 


MORE 


BORN TO BE WITH YOU 
SWEET OLD-FASHIONED GIR 
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Re- | 
surgence of the late James Dean's | 
popularity gives the Four Tunes’ | 
workover of “The Ballad of James | 


It’s | 


“Test of Time’’-| 


par-for-the- | 


2. WHATEVER WILL BE, WILL BE (4) 


5. Tt ALMOST LOST MY MIND (8) 


THAT’S ALL THERE IS TO THAT 


Iv ONLY HURTS FOR A LITTLE WHILE 


SONG FOR A SUMMER NIGHT 


, 


Space Man” - “Jazzbo’s Theory’ 
}(Coral). Attempt to carbon 
clicko “Flying Saucer” technique 


doesn’t come off in this all-star 
islicing. Piece, penned by 
|} Allen, and worked over by regi- 
;}ment credited above misses _ its 
j}mark in the music and humor de- 
| partments. 
ithe flip side to himself. It’s a spe- 
|cial material item with limited ap- 


peal. 

| Kay Starr: “The Good Book”’- 
“The Things I Never Had” (RCA 
Victor). Pair of tunes from the 
upcoming NBC-TV_ spec, “The 
Lord Don’t Play _Favorites,” are 
ordinary concoctions with = slim 
breakout potential. “The Good 


the | field. 
‘intriguing melody pattern, high-} small, 
‘lighted by a 
Steve | 
itown” 


Al (Jazzbo) Collins has | 


play that could pull it out of left 
“The Green Door” has an 


barrelhouse piano, 
while “The Little Man in China- 
is a novelty item 
chopstick flavor. Jim Lowe gives 
both an exurberant vocal. 

Polly Bergen: “One Little Mis- 
take”-‘‘Darling I Belong to You” 


|(Unique). Polly Bergen tackles the 


ir&b beat in 


“One Little Mistake” 


and makes it come off. The side 


|has the driving punch that appeals 


ito the 


could 


youngsters and it 
Thrush 


pile up deejay requests. 


switches to the sweet-voiced styl- 


Book” is a routine spiritual effort | 
while “The Things I Never Had” | 


is a ballad fashioned in the blues 
vein without too much distinction. 
Kay Starr, however, gives ’em both 
lots of vocal punch. 

Mills Bros.: “That’s’ Right’’- 
“Don’t Get Caught” (Decca). Give 
the Mills Bros. a swinging side and 
they'll really take it to town. That’s 
what they do with “That's 
Right.” a solid jumping item with 
r&b overtones. It’s sure to pick 
|up plenty of play along the way. 
|The boys have a lot of fun toying 
{with “Don't Get Caught,” a pleas- 


| just 


ant rhythmie piece with a cute 
lyric handling. It, too, should nab 
good spinning time. 

Pearl Bailey: “The Gypsy 
Goofed’’-“I Can't Rock 'n’ Roll to 


‘Save My Soul” (Mercury). “The 


eeee ee eeae 


Were GOVE SO). in i csr acdseses its 


{| Hugo Winterhalter . 
) Andy Williams 


seer eeeeeeeeeeens 


8. I WANT YOU, I NEED YOU, I LOVE YOU (2) .... 


{ Fats Domino 
| Fontane Sisters .. 


eoereeeeese 


seer eveeeereeeeee 


\ Cadets 
| Jeyhawks 
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'free-wheeling side that 


ing on “Darling I Belong to You” 
making it an easy-to-take offering. 

Lew Conetta: “Old Love Let- 
ters’-"‘The Pizza Pizzerell” (King). 
“Old Love Letters” is a neatly 
fashioned ballad entry that should 
attract some attention to crooner 
Lew Conetta. It's in the sentfr 
mental groove and he applies the 
proper vocal tone to get it across. 
“The Pizza Pizzerell’” shows him 
off in a swinging mood. It’s a gay, 
should do 
especially well in the jukeboxes. 

George Cates Orch: “Where 
There’s Life’-“One Nite in Monte 
Carlo” (Coral). “Where There's 
Life” should find its niche in dee- 
instrumental 
Melody has a standup base and 
Cates gives it a repeat-spin poten- 
tial. There’s nothing too outstand- 
ing, however, in “One Night in 
Monte Carlo.” 





Vic Damone .... 


10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines ...........0.+ 


Platters Mercury 
2 el a eo 


Patti Page 


Columbia 

* 
eer Mercury 4 
} + 
Elvis Presley 


Pat Boone 


Victor ? 

+ 

Dot ? 

Cobumnnte ; 

Victor z 

Elvis Presley ..... 
.....- Imperial 

iawn — t 

Victor 


Perry Como 


Era 
' a 
Modern 


CeO AOS kA stcas cb.waks 


Buchanan-Goodman 


DOR CRONE: 6.5 6.0 Columbia 
Nat (King) Cole ana Capitol z 
Perry Como, .......-.-. Victor 
Ames Bros. ...... Meenas Victor 
Chordettes ..... ciakens Cadence 
2 CPOE BVO? i. 5.6 < eens Coral 
Mitch Miller ........ Columbia 


[Figures tn parentheses indicate number of weeks song has been in the Top 10] 


with a, 


programming. | 


: Cadence 
... Victor | 


...Flash 
Luniverse 


Album Reviews 


Cy Walter: “Rodgers Revisited” ;Sea” (Columbia). This package, 
(Atlantic). Habitues of the small|cut at a concert performance jn 


cocktaileries in New York already | Carmel. Calit., eee ot 


know how Cy Walter's background | hoard improvisations. A receptive 
| keyboarding permeates the room aud, whose recorded mitting 
‘with captivating melodies. This | doesn’t disturb the flow of the disk 
j}mood has been excellently cap-j|had him jumping from one hot rift 
jtured on wax and although it’s!to another. Sidemen Denzil Bes 
jlimited to the works of Richard ;(drums) and Eddie Calhoun (bass) 
Rodgers only, Walter keeps the! help him give body to “I'll Re. 
irhythmiec patterns interesting and}member April,’ “Autumn Leaves.” 
varied at all times. His styling is|‘‘April in Paris” and “Where or 
lhighly inventive but the melodic | When,” among others. 

\line as originally blocked out by| Frances Faye: “Relaxin’ 
‘the composer is constantly in the Frances Faye” (Bethlehem). 





With 
This 


fore. In addition to a flock of!is hardly a set for relaxin’ as the 
|Rodgers’ lively showtune pieces, | title indicates. For Frances Faye 
‘Walter delivers topflight treat-| belts with a power that makes you 


,ments of such instrumental efforts sit up and take notice. It’s a live- 
jas “Carousel Waltzes,” “March of | ly shellac dish in which she serves 
| the Siamese Children” and up a dozen standards in a way that 
;“Slaughter on 10th Ave.” {makes ’em worth hearing again, 


| 


Woolf Philips Orch: “The Lulla-| She gets an appropriate orch back- 


| by of Broadway” (London). Brit-|ing trom Frank Hunter. 
ish orech leader Woolf Philips; Friedrich Gulda: “At Birdland” 
brings a light and flavorsome|(RCA Victor). Austrian classical 


touch to the music of Al Dubin} pianist Friedrich Gulda gets his 
'and Harry Warren. The treatment | first crack at the U. S. jazz market 
is highly listenable and danceable! with this “At Birdland” package 
\and will revive memories of such} Produced by John Hammond ait 
; Dubin & Warren efforts as “I Only | Birdland, New York jazz nitery, 
Have Eves for You,” ‘You're Get- the set showcases Gulda’s vibrant 
“42d fingerwork. He leans towards the 
| } cool styling in a setting of mostly 
‘well as the title song. |his own compositions developing 
| Tito Puente Orch: “Cuban Car-| jump, ballad and jam_ session 
,nival” (RCA Victor). This is an|moods as he goes along. It's a 
;exciting sampling of the Afro-| good study of a new jazz figure at 
Cuban beat as laid out by Tito| work. For the Birdland buffs, 
,Puente ,one of its standout pur-|there’s an intro by PeeWee Mar- 
,veyors. Most of the tunes were|quette, the jazzery’s perennial 
‘ | host, Gros. 

| the chile gamut to include the cha- | 
;cha-cha, mambo and rhumba 
|stylings. Whether working with 
medium or large orch, 
/Puente manages to whip up solid 
iswinging stuff. 

Erroll Garner: “Concert by the 


Songs With Largest Radio Audience 


The top 30 songs of week (more in case of ties), based on 
copyrighted Audience Coverage Index & Audience Trend Index. 
Published by Office of Research, Inc., Dr. John Gray Peatman, 





British-born pianist Marian Mc- 
Partland, now a top jazz star in 
America, has returned to Britain 
for a holiday. 








Director. Alphabetically listed. *Legit musical. iFilm. tiTV. 
Survey Week of Aug. 3-9, 1956 
A Beautiful Prien@ahiin ...... 0. cc ceccccccccsvvcns Kahn 
A Sweet Old-Fashioned Girl .............. P . Valor 
Allegheny Mecon Ee ee CET Pree | 
Big ‘D—""most Mapny Fella” ....ccsccccccavees Frank 
Canadian Sunset Pr eee rr eT er een Tare, Meridian 
Coot TOMS ..2..«. Tee TSE Te eee eT TE Lee 
English Muffins And Irish Stew .................Shapiro-B 
Experiments With Mice OTe ETT es ee 
WINES aoe Cetra g Sie avai Cran ta brain ete angle ho Ald oe American 
I a ig cid Ce has ee aR NOe WS CaS Oe Planetary 
Hound Dog ee OO eC OT te eee P&L 
I Almost Lost My Mind ......... eer ee ee St. Louis 
I Could Have Danced All Night—*‘‘My Fair Lady”. Chappell 
It Only Hurts for a Little While ................. Advanced 
I've Grown Accustomed—**My Fair Lady” ....... Chappell 
Pinine, SERCH BOO TO SUMMON oo ac ccs occa dedseeswas Roncom 


Me ‘N’ You ’N’ The Moon—*“Pardners” ; .. Paramount 
On the Street Where You Live—*My Fair Lady”. .Chappell 





One Finger Piano SP eee eT eee ro ee 
Portuguese Washerwoman ...........ccecececvecs Remick 
Froud Ones——T" Frond ONES” ..cccescrececiccoces W&B 
EIORC, POUIINE TOFOREE gciknccio sc ces tomers 1+ daw EE 
Standing On the Corner—*“Most Happy Fella” .. Frank 
True Love—+“High Society” SE SS 2 ROS Rare: Buxton Hill 
Wait, Little Darling . Mills 
Wayward Wind . Warman 
Whatever Will Be, Will Be—*“‘Man Who Knew” Artists 
When The White Lilacs Bloom Again Harms 
You Bring Out The Lover In Me . Morris 
You're Sensational—7*“High Society” eee Buxton Hill 
Top 30 Songs on TV 
(More In Case of Ties) 
A Beautiful Friendship .............. Pie ree Kahn 
ee Ds vs wax aGlbd- © saa hwlawke beau Porgie 
A Sweet Old-Fashioned Girl ..............cc00c8 Valor 
I ca yang sy Gru ei aah Rial as ae aac Oxford 
ee UD OD nse cedevcenncues’ .. Mayfair 
Canadian Sunset ; Pt fa .. Meridian 
Don’t Cry—*“Most Happy Fella” .. Frank 
Fabulous Character . Valando 


. Shapiro-B 

. American 

.. Planetary 
. Morris 


From The Candy Store On The Corner ... 
Glendora 
Happiness Street 


How Little.We Know ae eee 

I Almost Lost My Mind ........ , «+ ona mae 
I Could Have Danced All Night—*“My Fair Lady” .Chappell 
Went You, | meea You; 1 Love YOU .....6.cscies Presley 

H Only Murts For A Little While ..: ..i.<cccvecsn Advanced 
Mama, Teach Me To Dance . A ere ee re ee Roncom 
Me ’N’ You ’N’ The Moon—?“Pardners” .......... Paramount 
Ne a pt Veen ARN bas RS eR E 65-SA SE ESE OR Shapiro-B 
RR ee are, Porn ee aaa ar eg Shapiro-B 
RS Ae RN OR ne sab in ks HERO we Miller 

On The Street Where You Live—*‘*My Fair Lady” .Chappell 
eo ES a lll re Pao en Paramount 
Rock And Roll Ball ........ Eee ce ee ee ee’ Sylvia 
Cre ee re are ee ..... Harvard 
Standing On The Corner—*“Mecst Happy Fella” ...Frank 
Tennessee Rock And Roll ........ _....+.. Broadcast 
Too Close For Comfort—*“Mr. Wonderful” ...... Laurel 
Wayward Wind Ma eo ee ee Ce Pe Se eF Warman 
Whatever Will Be, Will Be—*‘‘Man Who Knew” Artists 
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Cap Takes ‘Giant’ Step in Dark 


Hollywood, Aug. 14. 
Withcut hearing a note, Capitol closed a deal to issue the sound- 
track album of Dimitri Tiomkin’s score from “Giant,” forthcom- 
ing Warner release which will be extensively exploited as James 
Dean's last film. Score has not been completed when the deal 
was made, although Capitol did hear two tunes written by Tiom- 
kin, with lyrics by Paul Francis Webster, which will be incor- 
porated into the score. 

In recent previews of the film, Warners has alternately used and 
dropped the title tune. Previews, incidentally, have utilized can- 
ned music from other WB films for background score purposes. 


—_— 


Luniverse’s Flying Saucer’ Settlement 
dds Up to a Plethora of Pennies 


4 











As was expected, the Luniverse 


























re ; “ . ieee - , Wirin is concerned, this is strictly |. _— - SS 
recording of “Flying Saucer,” and | Mickey Mantle, Singer another demonstration of the truth | 
its two principals, as authors and Slugger Mickey Mantle of | of the legend about Voltaire and 
publishers, Dick Goodman and the N. Y. Yankees will make |his willingness to fight for ‘Phill Disk Jock 
Bob Buchanan, settled the mngyy-Ce his disk bow in tandem with right of free expression even of his y 
industry's claim against them for Tacesa Brewer on the- Coral opponents. 
unauthorized usages of copyright- label. Mantle will duet with “I,” said Wirin, repressing a ie 
ed music by taking out a license. the thrush on “I Love , shudder as he recalled some of the Falls Victim to 
Still unresolved 1s the recording Mickey,” tune penned by Miss — music he’s heard in the last few 
industry’s aspect of it, since also Brewer, Ruth Roberts and Bill | days, “am strictly a Beethoven 
involved were alleged infringe- Katz | man.” ° . ° 
ments, by name _ ‘or disguised The tune was preemed on | However, despite his preference | His Sheet S Drive 
name, such as The Clatters fon The Ed Sullivan’s CBS-TV_ show he’s reacy to back to the limit the | 
Platters, and Skinny Dynamos fot Sunday (12) and put into the | right of teenagers to have the kind | 
Fats Domino), and simulations! groove by Coral the following of music they want. Current at-| Philadelphia. Aug. 14. 
and/or actual recorded excerpts}  qay, tempts to ban the r&r beat, he Bob Horn, who inaugurated the | 
from past proved disks. The record | contends, constitute a “monstrous “Pandstand” program on WFII- | 
manufacturers are still talking to | denial of freedom of expression.” TV. has parted company with the 
the Record Industry Assn. of} F\* 4 Wiring was plucked trom the, station. Deejay’s action followed 
America on a future plan for ac ] natra fa | serenity of his longhair musie con- | 2 Jon¢-drawn-out hassle stemining 
tion, templation ard into the screaming fom his arrest on drunken driving 
Meantime, the settlement via}! cacophony of rock ’n’ roll by a) charges in June. 
Julian T. Abeles, attorney for the | ° | hearing in El Monte, one of the Circumstances were against | 
musie publishers, embraces (a). a | ap alns Fa ' small cities surrounding Los An- Yorn, because’ Philly Inquirer 
$10,000 posted bond; ‘b), an ac-| geles, on whether to refuse pro- Which owns the WFIL stations. was 
counting and payment of royalty moter Hal Zeiver a permit to hold |in the heat of a campaicen against 
on all manufactured records, which | . ° ? ? r&r dances in American Legion | tipsy motorists. Rival Evening 
is a marked distinction from the | Nl ociety t Hall. we Bulletin plaved up the arrest of 
trade practice of payment only on | ° ‘Censorship Over Art’ one of Inquirer's best known air 
records sold; tc), a rovalty on the | Hollywood, Aug. 14. “The American Civil Liberties personalities. = 
disks, from the first sold, on a cut- | Union is interested,” Wirin ex- Femporarily relieved of — his 
rate basis. In aggregate this is| In unprecedented disk business plained, “because what we have  duiics on “Bandstand.” Horn took 
said to total around 17e for the|deal, Frank Sinatra is apparently | here is a clear case of a board at- | regular vacation due him. On re- 
platter as against the 2c-per-side,! winding up with capital gains set- Continued on page 52) iurn studio execs told him he would 
if ii were a disk with two single im “High Society” « ltrack ane oe i ae: be off tv program because of “em- 
compositions, Since a medley of | » ee eee reabeuaaniasien barressment to station.” Deejay 
i7 different tunes (two of them album. Details of the transaction could retain however. his post as 
(Continued on pase 52 are involved and secret but. it’s MGM Re-Knead director ot music for both stations 
iaehiatiinibiaaneen: understood Metro gave Sinatra S and would be given a radio assign- 
,9 , soundtrack rights figuring exploita 6 ; ’ ae said he had signed nev 
Rock n Roll Get Lost tion value of the album would be twe-vear eantract iact te : 
’ ) Hc a er S ozen two-year contract just two montas 
’ ‘ >. 9 7 ago, ond retused new berth rather 
It S Now Happy Music He had the album produced and than tear up old pact. Founder of 
And Buck Ram S Got It ieee a “ne piasuneet fell sales program with a third Horn’s show has played host to xvir- 
release Platte s label says “Man-' crack at its “Baker's Dozen” cam- tually every top musical name in 
Buck Ram, tunesmith-manager ufactured For Essex Productions paign. Plan offers distributors and interim. Deejay is at present con- 
packaged a group of his own | Ine.”, which is Sinatra’s company. dnuhews one cuffo album for aanares ducting his “Bandstand Dances” 
artists for a tour of the U.S. and However, Capitol prexy Glenn | y9 purchased in bo‘h the LP and in Wildwood, N.J. During season 
Canada. The unit will fly under |) Wallichs denies any such deal. He EP category The alban drive he has. similar dances” running 
the banner of “Buck Ram Pre- says the album always was Capi- will run through Oct. 15 twice weekly in North Philly and 
sents Happy Music.” tol’s although there’s no record ot In line with the fall ‘push, the Once a week in Allentown, Pa 
four kicks off Aug. 3 at Toron- Studio having sold rights to qiskery is strengthening its. dis- 
to's Casino Theatre and dates have Waxery. - tribution setup with changes in P 
already been set in onary Chi- ii ili Pittsburgh, Dallas and Chicago. In Bob Haymes Album 
cago and the Paramount Theatres Pittsburgh, Forbes Record  Dis- CBS Radio dis ocke 30 
chain. The package will be headed ; STAR DISKERY TEES OFF tributors replaces Sanborn Music Itaymes is set for al bs sa nae 
the Platters and will reature Phe Stat tecord label, Pitt Co., while Daily Bros. in Dallas re- esing via Jubilee Records. It'll be 
‘. ley Gunt ver, the Flairs. the burgh indie, kicked off its disk ac places Dobbs. The Chicago switch his first time on wax 
( s. Dolly Cooper, Joe Houston tivity this week with platters bY is on the personnel level with Irv- The set will feature Haymes 
and Young Jesse Slim Johnson and Gina Fuller. ing Kirschbaum of Music Distrib- crooning a flock of his own com- 
\cts are all rock ‘n’ roll per- Star's releases will cover the pop utors, a Jimmy Martin operation, positions. LP will be tagged “Bob 
fol iers, but Ram is sticking to the and rock ‘n’ roll fields Continued on page 54) Mayvmes, That’s All.” 
Happy Music” label because ° of 
the many squawks sparked by the! VPHC Ss of rhs T 9 7 — 
nF eat. Tis slogan will be chools Up’ For Classrooms 
the Bema Beat Fo Happy : 
Feet With an eye towards the opening: them are ‘“Polkas Made Easy.” series for young peopl called 
ee - of the new school vear next month Lawrence Welk Favorites and Viusipl by Jerome Lawrence 
. Musie Publishers Holding Corp Victor Herbert Made Easy.” And and Robert E. Lee Latest addi 
Lengsfelder Back From he Warner Bros. music firms for the first time the firm will tion i The Familiar Stran 
stepping un its activity in the edt move in on the accordion field h The rowll chord organ  fiele 
Europe With Lotsa Pacts cational and Stand urd market rangements of Indian Su ‘ epa ter: oe for os 
During the coming seasol mer,” “Jalousie and Shine on. pitch by the MPHC int f and 
Lengsfeldei cleffer-pub- | MPHG will extend its operation Harvest \ioon.” The Warner ed tiona;l 100 O of t 
lisker. returned to his Ney the school band field with the pub up is also taking a crac the f op f Hit rhiroug! 
base last week afte indins lication of new band etho ui field ith a lection £i% Y¢ en ¢ n to 
S semi-annual European trek now in the production stage ) olos by Rov Smec} da me d cove 1] ond ( rd Organ 
ining up deals for his Pleasant Tatian Roach, head of the firm’s for Spanish guitat and on (the presses now is a “Waltz 
Musie firm and Request Records standard and educational division The MPHC road men have been Time” folio. Other folios for or- 
peration. While overseas, he con- is anticipating a sales pickup dur- pitching their line to the school gan are in the planning stage 
Cucted more than two dozen re- ing the coming school vear of the trade via educational exhibits at MIPHC also is continuing to ex- 
‘ording sessions for his own label | alreacy published “Hits Through key dealers. School music diree- pand itse newest publishing ven- 
48 well as for some indies the Years—On Parade” and the tors have been hitting these exhib- ture. “Labanotation.” This is the 
For his Pleasant Music, Lengs- “Red and Gold” series. its to 0.0, the new materials and svsiem of writing the movements 
fe'der brought back agreements In the forthcoming season a new works from the standard reper- of dancers on a staff which is read 
With Mills Music Ltd., Edward textbook, “Living With Music.” toire. The traveling reps are also in much the same manner as music 
Kassner, B. F. Wood, Richard. will be released by MPHC for use attending the clinics, conventions notation. One of the upcoming 
Schauer and Cecil Lennox in Eng- | in general music classes in junior and educator meet circuit to plug) publications will be “Better Danc- 
‘and, Nazionalmusic and Leonardi highschools. Also up for the school the MPHC catalog. ing With Fred Astaire” prepared 
'n Italy and Altona in Holland,’ vear push is the first volume ot Firm has also increased its ac- in cooperation with the Fred 
among others. In addition, Lengs- “The Les!tie Bell Choral Series.” tivity in the amateur theatrical Astaire Dance Studios. Folio will 
telder pacted soprano Frieda Tel-| MPHC is directing its standard market. Special editions of its contain a collection of ballroom 
‘er. who'll be starred this season , and educational pitch at the grow- w.k. operettas such as “The For-, dances with complete word de- 
With the Vienna Staats-Opera. | ing accordion market. Firm now tune Teller’ and “Babes in Toy- scriptions adjoining the Labanota- 
She'll be released by Request Rec- | has on the works a flock of new. land" are part of the new program. tion setup, It will be issued with 
%rds in an Offenbach album, i single editions and folios. Among In addition, firm is extending its accompanying music. 
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| Liberties organization. 


FREE EXPREGOION 


AT loll: 


By MIKE KAPLAN 


Hollywood, Aug. 14. 
Rock ’n’ roll music, frowned 
upon by straitlaced city fathers 
communities from coast to coast, 
has found a new champion in the | 
American Civil] Liberties Union. 
The right of after-beat addicts to | 


tog 
In | 
| 


flip their wigs hasn't yet become | 
an issue with the national Civil 


But it has | 
the scrutiny of ACLU | 
executives here and they have 
started the ball rolling on what | 
may become a national campaign. 
As far as local ACLU rep A. L. 


come under 


ACLU 


~ 


CIVIL LIBERTIES AND R&R 





Victor Pressing Hard on Samplers 
Via Coupon Discount Incentives 





Time Out for Plugs 

The political hoopla on ra- 
dio and tv during the next two 
weeks is giving the music biz 
pluggers a headache. 

With all the networks stand- 
ing by tor broadcasts trom 
Chicago and San Francisco to 
cut into their regular pro- 
gramming hours, the boys are 
finding it tough to set plugs 
on their tunes whether there's 
a “drive” on or not. 

“We're lucky.” one of 
said, “it only happens 
every four years. 


them 
once 





+ 


i hypo, 


RCA Victor is taking the disk 
sampler route to get its fal) al- 
bum program rolling. As an added 
the diskery is giving spe- 
cial coupons worth up to $20.44 on 
LPs and $15.46 on EPS with each 
sampler, redeembale on selected 
merchandise at the dealers. 

The samplers, one pop and one 


longhair, are the feature of the 
label's “Showcase In Sound” best 
buy program for September. Vie- 
tor is offering 28 new albums in 
the program 14 elossical and 14 
pop. Among the classical entries 
are three complete o»veras, “La 
Boheme,” “Manon” and “La Tra- 
viata.” 

The “Showease In Sound” sam- 
plers, both 12-inch LPs, will have 
a suggested list price of $1.49 and 
a suggested dealer cost of 22c. This 


/on sampler 


innerks the first time that dealers 
will be able to earn a nomnal profit 
platters. The diskery 
also has prepped a 45-EP pop hi¢gh- 


lighte.s which carries a sucgested 
list price of 98c. and a suggested 


deaier cost of 61e. 

The classical sampler features 13 
highlights of the September mer- 
chandise program. Ten of the 
excerpts are introduced by the art- 
isis themselves. The pop 


Setili- 


| pler offers 12 highlights irom the 


The 45-EP highlighter is 
ai two-record, eight selection 
package. 

The coupons included with each 
“Showcase In Sound” sampler will 
offer a 25% discount on selected 
packages. On EP, these sclections 
include: Benny Goodman Limited 
Edition ‘advertised price, $24.95; 
Coupon price, $18.71); Gienn 
Miller Army Air- Force Band tad- 
vertised price, $24.95; coupon 
price, $18.71); Harry Geller’s 
“New York, N. Y.” ‘advertised 
price, $3.98; coupon price, $2.99; 
and “The Populas Gershwin” tad- 
vertised price, $7.98; coupon price, 

(‘Continued on page 54) 


release. 


Chord Organ Hitting High 
Sales Beat in Demand For 
Solos, Folios and Albums 


Upbeat in sales of the chord or- 
gan indicates a continuing upsurge 
in the demand tor more solo ar- 
ranevements, folios and albums. 


That’s the pitch presented to music 


publishers by Harold C. Lembke, 
veneral sates manager tor the 
Hammond Organ Co 

Over the last few vears, close to 


2 000 selections have been arranged 


and published tor the Hammond 
chord organ in album torm alone. 
According to Lembke, that’s just 
a token volume of what the chord 
organ music market can absorb, 
Chord organ sales are running 61°, 
ahead of last vear with indications 
that end-of-the-yvear figures ill 
show a 90-to-100° increase 

Lembke stressed that music pub- 
lishers were missing a bet by not 
getting their current pops into 
chord organ arrangements. Such 
organists. he stated, are eager tor 
new material and are reluctant to 
walt until the publisher ets 
around to printing the hit parade 
favorites in albi form 

fhe company is also preppn 
an expansive promot-onal campaign 
0 timu. atin Line le O ISIC 

j ri a 1o} ne Ha one 


Lane, Herman Replace 


Meyer, Ager at SPA 


Mever and Milton Ager 
have resigned their council 
ber seats with the Songwriters Pro- 
tective Assn. The vacancies were 
filled by Burton Lane Pinky 
Herman. 

Bath Meyer and Ager exited 
their SPA assignments because 
being based away from the org’s 
h.q. in New York. Ager has been 
living on close to a 
ei lo move 


Ve&a 


George 
mem- 


and 


ot 


the Coast for 
while Meyer 
there in the near 

There are 
SPA council. 


plans 
future. 


21 members on the 
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Kanaga’s Crystal-Ball Shows Disk 


Future as Good as 


Larry Kanaga, RCA Victor, veep-+ 
general manager, returned to his | 
New York desk Monday (13) after | 
a week on the road in a bullish 
mood on the state of the disk biz. | 
Kanaga got the upbeat pitch from | 
distribs and dealers he visited to 
showease the label’s new fall pro- | 
gram. 

Dealers, he stated, are basing | 
their optimism for the fall season | 
on the summer sales upbeat this | 
vear. Unlike previous hot weather 
months when the retail disk busi- | 
ness hit bottom, the dealers, for | 
the most part, have heen holding | 
up strongly, with some reporting | 
a 60 to 65° increase over the pre- 
vious year’s take. 

Kanaga credits the summer sales 
upbeat to the steady phonograph | 
purchases, several hot disk Victor | 

| 
| 


(especially, Elvis Presley. a Victor 
pactee), and the continual growth | 
of interest in the packaged goods 
product. According to Kanaga, the 
dealers are not vet complaining | 
about the barrage of LPs being re- 


leased by the diskeries and are 
eager for the new product. “If 
the market holds steady.” he said, | 


“everybody’s fall program should 
do well.” 








Decca Adds Hal Webman 
To Growing A&R Staff 


Decca Records expanded its ar- 
tists & repertoire operation, last | 
week with the addition of Hal Web- 
man to the New York staff. He'll | 
report to Milt Gabler, 
tional a&r chief. 


Diskery’s a&r staff setup now 
includes Paul Cohen, Jack Pleis, 
Leonard Joy and Is Horowitz based 
in N. Y., and Sonny 


For 
Webman had 
own music publishing firms. 
fore that 
editor of Downbeat mag. 


been operating his 





Kahl Inks Abrams-Reid 
Publisher Phil Kahl has tapped 
Vie Abrams and Irving Reid to an 


exclusive cleffing deal for his BMI | 
material will be put! 


firms. Their 
into the Kahl 
operations. 
Among the Abrams-Reid credits 
are “Johnny Be Smart,’ “Nap3- 
“leon” and “Give Me Your Love.’ 


or Patricia Music 


‘Lorry Raine to Etch Em 
' For 2—Advance and Dot 


lts Past (Summer) - 


label’s na- | 


Burke ard | 
Bud Dant working out of the Coast. | 
the past couple of years, | 


Be- | 
he had been New York | 


Thrush Lorry Raine is set to 
wax under two recording flags. In 
deal arranged by Dot Records 
'prexy Randy Wood, the label ob- 


Cleffers Crack at B way in a New High: 
Self-Publishing Also Marking Trend 








| tained an option on the singer's 
services on a per-master basis al- 


lowing her to continue to work on} 


other material for the Advance 
lebel. 
New deal marks Miss Raine’s 


|return to the Dect ros‘er. She re- 
corded for the diskery about two 
vears ago before moving over to 
Advance. Her first sides for Dot. 
eut with Billy Vaughn, will hit 
the market next week. Platter is 
a coupling of “A Casual Look” 
and “Cotton Pickin’ Kisses.” 
Singer also has an album 


re- 


“determined yet whether 
tagged “Interlude,” 
| will be released under the Dot 
Included in the set are 
unreleased tunes 


not been 
the package, 


| banner. 
| four previously 
by Harry 
| Nelson Riddle. 
'cut before Riddle’s exclusive pact 
with Capitol Records. 





MICKI MARLO TO ABC-PAR 

Thrush Micki Marlo is set for 
arother crack at the wax field via 
the ABC-Paramount label. 

She previously recorded 
‘Capitol - Records. 


for 


lease in the works at Advance. It’s | 


Ruby backgrounded by | 
These sides were | 


Ray Martin. 
chief for the 
label, hit the | 
a four-week slay. 
New York until 
head for the 


Capitol releases 
lumbia platters in 


tieup with EMI (FE! 


Industries). 


While here, Martin will also plug 
con- 
“Street 
“Tambourine.” 


his new platter 


” 
and 


Sympheny 





Coast 


the 


in 
ducts an oreh workover 


Ray Martin in the U.S. 
For Brit.’s Col Label 


artists & 
British 
=. 


and 
for 


British 
the U. S. 


which he 


of 









































































































































repertoire 
Columbia 
\Mlonday (13) for 
He'll remain in 
Friday then 
powwows | 
| with Capitol Records brass there. 
Co- 
via its 
ectrical & Musie 


[RETAIL DISK AND ALBUM BEST SELLERS ia 
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i i oe . -_ + ome — om ak Sis i) 
wk. wk. Artist, Label, Title lz |SlIBigepleliiga elSisl#lale s |i ailcialalsl s 
PLATTERS (Mercury) ee oe 
1 1 “My Prayer” South anha ae 2 3 1 4 4 6 4 3 3 ] 1 6 2 2 2 ] 2 4 147 
DORIS DAY (Columbia) — a ; 
2 ay “Whatever Will Be, Will Be” 3 1 7 1 10 1 5 4 5 7 3 1 1 5 3 4 7 ] 3 142 
ELVIS PRESLEY (Victor) —— 2 
3 2 _ if <r 1 Z 2 1 2 1 2 2 8 6 1 1 4 7 120 
BUCHANAN-GOODMAN saiveris) eas ni 
4 3 “Flying Saucers” a 3 2 3 2 1 6 4 4 2 3 3 2 104 
HUGO WINTE RHALTER (Victor) ‘ — —- 
5 7 “Canadian Sunset”........ 10 4 6 5 6 3 4 3 9 9 3 7 63 
ELVIS PRESLEY (Victor 2 
6 11 “Don’t Be Cruel”. 2 1 2 1 1 1 58 
GOGI GRANT (Era) 
7 5 “Wayward Wind”. 9 3 3 3 9 5 5 3 5 54 
PATTI PAGE farce) 
3 9 “Allegheny Moon”. 7 9 5 6 16 ., 5 9 9 4 5 6 8 49 
PAT BOONE (Dot) dials 
Q 6 | Almost Lost My Mind” 6 * ' 7 cs 5 8 9 5 44 
GENE VINCENT (Capitol) ~ _ 
10 10 “Be-Bop-a-Lula” ee See 8 9 8 7 6 10 10 1 6 SS 39 
- ELVIS PRESLEY (Victor) a os 
ll 8 “I Want You, I Need You” 5 8 8 9 8 4 + 31 
MORRIS STOLOFF (Decca) 
12 15 “Moonglow-Picnic Theme” 5 7 8 8 8 19 
JERRY VALE (Columbia) 
13 21 “You Don’t Know Me”... 5 7 2 10 10 18 
TERESA BREWER (Coral) 
14A 18 “Sweet Old-Fashioned Girl”’.... 6 9 7 10 6 17 
MITCH MILLER (Columbia) : 
14B 13 “Seng for a Summer Night”......... 10 - ; + 2 17 
BILL DOGGETT (King) 
16A 18 a 4 7 6 16 
SANFORD CLARK (Dot) a 
16B  ———aee SE hid fk ta. digas ca-eksd 3 3 16 
AMES BROS. (Victor) 
13 16 “It Only Hurts for a Little While” ~ 5 13 
EDDIE HEYWOOD (Mercury) 
184A 25 “Soft, Summer Breeze”..... 6 5 1] 
LITTLE WILLIE JOHN (King) 
19B a. ~~ a 6 5 11 
; PERRY COMO (Victor) 
t <1A 17 | SE a a 8 7 G 9 
} VIC DAMONE (Columbia) 
21B 12 “On the Street Where You Live” 9 7 8 9 
AL HIBBLER (Decca) ° 
21C “After the Lights Go Down”.......... 7 6 9 
PERRY COMO (Victor) 
oe Se 3 dare eee 10 8 7 8 
PATIENCE-PRUDENCE (Liberty) 
25 .. “Tonight You Belong to Me” ......... > are zs 10 2 — - 6 
1 2 3 + 5 6 7 8 9 10 
MY FAIR LADY | KING ANDI CALYPSO EDDY DUCHIN MOST HAPPY | ELVIS PRESLEY CAROUSEL OKLAHOMA! SONGS FOR THE PLATTERS 
e | gToRY FELLA ' SWINGING 
Broadway Cas? Film Soundtrack Harry Belafonte | ? Elvis Presley Film Soundtrack , Film Soundtrack LOVERS Platters 
Film Soundtrack! Broadway Cast : ! . 
Capitol Victor . Victor Capitol Capitol Frank Sinatra 
Columbia W 740 LPM 1248 Decca Columbia LPM 1254 W 694 SAO 595 an Mercury 
OL 5090 | EAP 740 | EPA 1248 | DL 8289 OL 5118 | EPB 1254 | EDM694 | SDM 595 ! EAP 653 | MG 20146 
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|! whirl this season. 








There’s a rash of new-io-legit 
cleffers in line for a musicomedy 
Unlike previous 
years, in which only a handful got 
a crack at the Broadway boards, 


the producers are appareni'y drop- 
ping the. barriers to let » new- 
,;comers in. And some of ‘em are 


getting a crack at topflight produc- 


tions, too. 

For example, Harold Karr 
Matt Dubey have the score 
ment on “Happy Hunting,” 
Ethel Merman starrer; pop tune- 
smith Bob Merrill is cle7ting words 
and music for “Pay The Piper,” 
musicalization of Eugene O'Neill's 
“Anna Christie,” and 25-vear-old 
poet Richard Wilbur is doing most 
of the lyrics to Leonard. Bernstein's 


& 
ne 
the 


assig 


——- - music for “Candide.” 
Heft: Forms Quintet Other legituner starters in the 
mS . _| running for a Broadway showeas- 
Composer-arranger Neal Hefti ing are David Baker (music) and 
' has formed a new jazz quintet. The | payvid Craig (lyrics) fer “Copper 
combo will co-headline  Hefti’s| and Brass”; Charles Strause (nu- 
wife, thrush Frances Wayne isice) and Lee Adams (lyrics) for 
supply the a range ments for the | «phe Late Risers’: Abe Ellstein 
ote okt — et the (music) and Michael Brown ‘yrics) 
ae n piano and trumpet Witt) tor “Danny Mendoza’: Shellie 
a rhythm section backing. Mowell (music) and Mike Stewart 
‘uu. in Rochester | dyries) for “Solomon Grundy”; 
thet _ | Don Walker (music) and Jack Law- 
|rence (lyrics) for “Go Fight City 
| Hall”; Harold Lee Stevens-Mar- 


shall Jamison (music) and Howard 
Rigby-Theodore Barbar (iyries) for 
Heavenly BodieS,”’ and Alex Al- 
stone (music) and James Kennedy 
(lyrics) for “Living It Up.” 
Marked Contrast 

This is in marked contrast to 
the past several legit seasons 
which saw only Jerry Ross & Dick 


Adler break through wiih “The 
Pajama Game” and “Darn Yan- 
kees”; Mark Charlop & Carolyn 
| Leigh on part of the score for 
“Peter Pan”; Albert Hague ‘with 
Arnold B. Horwitt) on “Plain and 
Fancy,” and Jerry = Boch-Larry 


Holofcenner-George Weiss on “Mr. 


Wonderful.” 

The yvearling’s don’t exactly have 
the field to themsives, however. 
Also in the 1956-57 lineup are such 
vets as Johnny Mercer-Gene De- 

| Paul (“Li'l Abner’), Robert 
Wright-George Forrest ‘‘“Grand 
Hotel”), Harry Revel (“Packaged 
in Paris”), Betty Comden-Adolph 
Green-Jule Styne (“Bells Are Ring- 


ing”), Ralph Blaine-Hugh Martin 
(‘Three Tigers’), Ogden Nash-J. 
Fred Coots (“If I Were Queen”), 
and up for a second crack at 
Broadway, British cleffer Sandy 
| Wilson (‘My Royal Past”). The per- 


ennial pros of the musical theatre, 
Irving Berlin, Rodgers & Hammer- 
stein, and Cole Porter are busy 
on musical projects but are noi 
scheduled for the coming season. 

A new musical pubiishing pat- 
tern is also developing this year. 
The cleffers are beginning to by- 


pass the standard show score pub- 
lishing firms to set up their own 
operations. Johnny Mercer’ has 
slotted the “Li'l Abner” score to 
his own Commander Music firm, 
Bob Merrill will publis! h the “Pay 
the Piper’ score via his Valor 
Music and Comden-Green-Styne 
have set up Stratford Music foi 
“Bells Are Ringing.” Chappel) will 


act as selling agent for Stratford 
while Howie Richmond will be 
selling agent for Commander 

In the past few years only tune- 
smith Frank Loesser has stepped 
out as an important show score 
publisher via his Frank Musie¢ 6p- 
eration, Firm handles “Pajama 
Game,” “Damn Yankees,” ‘“Kis- 
met” and Loesser’s own “The Jest 
Happy Fella.” Tommy Valando 
stepped into the show score show- 
tune publishing field for the first 
time last season with “Mr. Wonder- 
ful.” 


COL UPS STAN KAVAN 
IN NEW ALBUM POST 


Stan Kavan has been upped at 
Columbia Records to the newly 
created post of coordinator of pop 
albums artists & repertoire. He'll 
also continue in his present capac- 
ity as sales manager of the album 
division. 

Kavan’s functions in the new 
post will cover such activities as 
analysis of sales performance, 
preparation of release lists and 
schedules and_ investigation of 
areas of salability. He’ll report 

| to Goddard Lieberson, Col prez, in 
| connection with his a&r function 
/ and to sales veep Hal Cook, on 
| his sales merchandising programs. 
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U.S. Disk $ Goes 


Far in Far East 


Hol!ywood, Aug. 14. 
Latest 
can disk dollars comes from So 


competition for Ameri-, 


Deska Records, Nipponese plattery | 


founded by vet New York tune- 


mith and publish Dudley Manners. | 


He’s back in the U.S. with the 


masters of a pair of 12-inch albums | 
he recorded there featuring Johnny | 


Watson and a 15-piece 


Japanese | 


band known as the Kamapai Kings. | 


Watson, 
Vaughn Monroe 
bands, 
eral years. 
music at the 
there. His Kamapai 
allstar outfit featuring 
sidemen in the islands. 


and other 
He’s now in charge of 


Kings 


the best 


onetime arranger for | 
top | 
has been in Tokyo for sev- | 


Ernie Pyle Theatre | 
is an, 


Recording in Japan is incredibly 


cheap, Manners reported before 
taking off for New York. Pair of 
aibums cost less than $750 to 
produce. | 


Studis charges, including engi- 
neer, amounted to $135 for the 
session. Musicians, under Japanese 
union rules’ providing for the 
equivalent of $1.95 per side regard- | 
less of how long it takes, received 
a total of $520 for the 24 sides. 


| 


| 


| 
| 
| 


Totol figure even includes %33.33 | 


in taxi fares to take the sidemen | 


to the session and send them home. 


MAX HERMAN HEADS 





LOCAL 47’S BIZ AGTS. 


Hollywood, Aug. 14. 
In the first major operational 
change resulting from the “rebel- 
lion” of Coast musicians, Local 47 
business agents are now operating 
under the supervision of Max 
Herman, the local’s veepee. 


a newly 
him on salary to 


agent, 
put 


business 
post, and 
oversee 
sentatives 

First item on the agenda is a 
study of the operction to determine 
whether other business agents are 
needed by the local, which covers 
all of Los Angeles County for the 
cities of Long Beach and Pomona. 











PERRY COMO 


RCA Victor 


JACK LEWIS 


Crest 


AMERICAN MUSIC, INC. 
9109 SUNSET. BLVO.. HOLLYWOOD. CALIF 





created | 


| 
| 


| 


Board | 
of directors named Herman chief | 


| 


all activities of the repre- 





_ KARIETY Scoreboard 
TOP. TALENT AND TUNES 


Compiled from Statistical Reports of Distribution 
Encompassing the Three Major Outlets 


Coin Machines Retail Disks Retail Sheet Music 


as Published in the Current Issue 


























NOTE: The current comparative sales strength of the Artists and Tunes listed hereunder ts 
arrived at under a statistical system comprising eoch of the three major sales outlets enu- 
merated above. These findings are correlated with data from wider sources, which are exclusive 
with Variery. The positions resulting from these findings denote the OVERALL IMPACT de- 
veloped trom the ratio of points scored, two ways in the case of talent (coin machines, retail 
disks) and three ways in the case of tunes (coin machines, retail disks and retail sheet music). 


TALENT 








POSITIONS 
Phis_ Last 
Week Week ARTIST AND LABEL TUNE 
{Hound Dog 
1 1 ELVIS PRESLEY (Victor) ................ {Don’t Be Cruel 
[I Want You, I Need You 
2 2 PLATTERS (Mercury) ..........20000000: , = ng) ol Farth | 
3 3 BN eS ere ere Whatever Will Be, Will Be 
4 4 BUCHANAN & GOODMAN (Luniverse) ... Flying Saucers 
5 5 PATTI PAGE (Mercury) ................. Allegheny Moon 
6 8 HUGO WINTERHALTER (Victor) ........ Canadian Sunset 
7 6 PAE Bete CEE)... vc ceccseveseccccignes I Almost Lost My Mind 
8 7 Ce Gee CEPR) i. ks eawcecccoessose: Wayward Wind 
B] GENE VINCENT (Capitol) ................ Be-Bop-A-Lula 
10 10 VIC DAMONE (Columbia) ............... On Street Where You Live 
TUNES 
POSITIONS (*ASCAP. +BMI) 
This Last 
Week Week TUNE PUBLISHER 
1 2 *WHATEVER WILL BE, WILL BE Decent. ual eae .Artists 
2 1 . * | Qa Sener ee rene Sree rrr rea, Sree Shapiro-B 
3 3 eo cs od heneraws ha bese ee DOeeebesepebadareeds Oxford 
4 D Ul re are ae ee ee ee ee Terre e rr T MUVTTTTTT? +g 
5 4 +WAYWARD WIND .. Warman 
6 8 +CANADIAN SUNSET ......... esnedes phaaetpesneds evecsceses MEOTIGION 
7 9 TUE eee GED 6.65 66 00 tr emereeeensdonnsss ‘ oveececeoes SAMIVOTSD 
8 6 *ON THE STREET WHERE YOU LIVE ................. oe... Chappell 
q 7 2 BE Se BE OE UE ha 6 oc be vee seeceseoees wooeee- Hill & Range 
10 10 +I WANT YOU, I NEED YOU, I LOVE YOU ..................... Presley 

















“Saturday Night is the 
loneliest night of the week” : 





STYNE & CAHN'S | ————— 


tion of the art it prefers simply be- | 
cause that art also encourages 
some exhibitionists to excesses of 
various kinds, 


“Civil Liberties 


Continued from page 49 








Ford’s Frisco Appeal 
San Francisco, Aug. 14 








‘mpting *xercise some form of| then under criminal statutes, the : : : 
tempting to exercise son a ae Sigh oni When Bennie Ford, a Frisco box 
censorship over art. I’m not in-| violators should be arrested ant ing and wrestling promot ked | 

} . . ge ¢é ( \ 2S . er aske 
terested in getting into a debate | the issue tried before a judge and - 8 promoter, as “sat 
pie ii . es Samet Phy ee for a dancehall permit at his San 
on the merits of the music. The/| jury. No board can act as a cen- Francisco Garden rolice hi 
. . . . ” c We 9 ( : >f 
fact remains that the ban under) sor in matters of this kind. Yoonh Atmos ee chief 
: , ‘ " an d >Si . 

isc ; based o othing but ACLU, it was learned, is also : 

discussion is based on _ not ‘ At a Board of Permit Appeals 


concerned because of a second and 
the threatened 


music. It is, 
strict | subtler 
boycott of rock ’n 


the 
attempt to re 


the content of 


hearing last week Ahern’s spokes- 
therefore, an 


nuance in 
man Police Lt. Frank Harrin: gton, 


’ roll music in El 








ok CAHN free expression, the product of the 5 icine allay ott <a | commented: 
fr human mind and skill. And no| Monte. There has been evidence “The chief is afraid rock ’n’ p 
oo MUSIC agency has the right to exercise | that the objection to the music ex-| hands would gh tae pian bad roll 
CORP. such control. tends to, and a be based upon, | like those in San Jos é aan tee NOW 
“If some law is being violated, | the 0p a it ; is largely the prod- Cruz” (rock ’n’ roll pred ok pl eo 
> . - = in uct ot egro pandas. ’ f a 
sen eemeneeaesn a =k 2 oR 2 e * There has been,” Wirin ad pees _ 2 h these smaller, dao arby iit MILLER MUSIC CORPORATION . 
en 22) tL "e et ee al mitted, “some question of racial 7 
a“. a | discrimination.” Latter subject is —= geese ladiiiecemaeesiamet naan es 
= Just Concluded Eminently Successful one which always prompts ACLU — == | a ee a gaa 
NINE MONTH EUROPEAN TOUR intervention in a case. 
There have been several bans on 


@ a meas @ @ B*. 
Sgeaenepaenepans 
se 


ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORPORATION 


JOE GLASER, Pres. 


New York 
745 Sth Ave. PL. 9-4600 


LIONEL HAMPTON 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA . 
Currently—ALL THIS WEEK—N.B.C. BAND SHOW 
Aug. 23 (Two Weeks) DUNES, Las Vegas 


Oct. 22, Starting Tour of ENGLAND 


203° No. Wabash 





| made in September. 
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Luniverse 


=== Continued from page 49 = 


| were repeated among the 19 4|- 
' legedly 


infringed upon usages) 
were involved, obviously a 34¢ roy. 


_alty ‘per statutory provision) on 4 
‘disk that sells for 89c retail would 


be prohibitive. Anyway, it’s trade 
custom that, where a pot pourri jis 


| involved, the copyright owner ac. 


cords a cutrate. And in this in- 
stance only a bar or two was in- 
volved but, nonetheless, the usave 
thereof is an 
was said that the enterprising 
young Messrs. Goodman and Bu- 
chanan were under the impression 
that the use of a bar or two wags 
not a technical violation. Inei- 
dentally, Goodman’s father is also 
an attorney and visited Abeles’ of. 


fice, but the entire issue was han. 


dled by A. Warren Troub for the 
provosed defendants.) 

There are still two or three pub. 
lishers who technically have not 
agreed to the overall proposed set. 


_tlement but it is likely that they 


will go along. Among the condi- 


| tions of settlement also was a pro- 
| vision 

paid by Goodman and Buthan in, 
| along with all other legal expenses, 
| Still 


that Abeles’ legal fee bs 


another proviso is that ac- 


| counting be made this month and 


another accounting of sales he 


The publish- 


/ers obviously don't want to risk 
| any delays or waits. “Flying 
Saucer” has been a quick flash hit, 


with. sales said to reach around 


| 500.000 platters to date. 


It should be stressed that Abele 


, Was called in by Harry Fox as trus- 
| tee of the music pubilshers in- 


volved, which differs from the 


| Music Publishers Protective Assn, 


with whom ‘he is traditionally as. 
sociated. However, MPPA is dom- 


| inantly an ASCAP-publisher trade 


association and it so happens that 
the majority of the pubberies and 


| diskeries involved in “The Flying 


Saucer” imbroglio are (1) BMI-af- 








filiated and (2) non-MPPA af- 
filiated. 
WSM, Nashville ‘radio station, 


has,set aside Nov. 9-10 for the fifth 
annual national disk jockey festi- 
val. Fest will be tied in with the 
3lst anni of station’s “Grand Ole 
Opry.” 
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5 BIG RECORDS 


> a 
4"WHEN THE WHITE 
a LILACS Zz 
@ BLOOM AGAIN & 


Cy ow, vv,0, 7,09 
HELMUT ZACHARIAS—Decca 
FLORIAN ZABACH — Mercury 

" LEROY HOLMES—MGM 
LAWRENCE WELK — Cora! 
BILLY VAUGHN — Dot 


HARMS, INC. 


THE SOCK NOVELTY! 


NONE. 
“THAT 


























infringement, It . 
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roll music around the 

in the last few months, in- 
cluding a few in California. In El | 
Monte, the preliminary hearing on | 
the propesed ban dwelt heavily on | 
the fact that the music appears to! HG 
| attract a rowdy alement. City At-| 
torney James A. Nicklin even com- | 
mented on the fact that “some of UW 
them even show up carrying tire| 4 
chains.” 


rock ‘n’ 


the 
country 











Let T 


SANFORD CLARK | 
THE GALLAHADS 


ACLU position is that the city | 
has no right to ban the music be- |! 
cause of these extraneous factors. | 
The police, it was pointed out, 
| have municipal ordinances under | - 
which they can operate to arrest | 
persons who disturb the peace. But | 
the organization feels that no gov- 
|; ernmental group has the right to 


] 


| 
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Hollywood 
8619. Sunset Bivd. 


Chicago 











pa 


Another BMI: ae 
“THE FOOL” 


Recorded by 


Published by 
DEBRA MUSIC ES 











Up" Hit 
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' deprive a segment of the popula- 
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DAN AMMERMAN JOE CAVANAUGH BOB HAMM WILL KETNER ED LINCOLN AL RICH JACK STELLING 
WVAM, ALTOONA, PA. WARD, JOHNSTOWN, PA. WHUN, HUNTINGDON, PA. © WVAM, ALTOONA, PA. =» WHGB, HARRISBURG, PA. WSBA, YORK, PA. WJAC, JOHNSTOWN, PA. WHYL, CARLISLE, PA. 





















CLIP ANGLE DOC DAUGHERTY VERN HESTER KEITH KLINE JIM LEHMAN RED McCARTHY HERB RUTH DON STULLER 
WLYC, WILLIAMSPORT, PA. WNOW, YORK, PA. WLYC, WILLIAMSPORT, PA. =WBPZ, LOCK HAVEN, PA. WCNR, BLOOMSBURG, PA. WHGB, HARRISBURG, PA. wWcCRO, JOHNSTOWN, PA. WHUN, HUNTINGDON, PA. 


MEET 

THE 
HOTTEST 
me SALESMEN © 


HARRY HINKLEY = . CLINT MORSE JIM SCHMALHOFER VAN VOORHIS 
WHP, HARRISBURG, PA. TH f WHYL, CARLISLE, PA. WGSA, EPHRATA, PA. WLBR, LEBANON, PA. 






JIMMY APP iM DAVIS BOB HILBER 


EDWARD W. MILLER AL SAUNDERS GEORGE TROUT 
WHP, HARRISBURG, PA. WHUN, HUNTINGDON, PA. WCRHR, BLOOMSBURG, PA. 


WLAN, LANCASTER, PA. WSPA, YORK, PA. WORK, YORK, PA. 














FRANK DELL 
WJAC, JOHNSTOWN, PA. 


PAT BANGE 
WGSA, EPHRATA, PA. 


ey op Ym PP ranisaurc 
















VINCE MURPHY JACK SCHOCH ART WALTER 
WHGB, HARRISBURG, PA. WLYC, WILLIAMSPORT, PA. WCNR, BLOOMSBURG, PA. 


GUY BARRY DOC FIDLER LANTZ HOFFMAN 
WLAN, LANCASTER, PA. WISL, SHAMOKIN, PA. WHUN, HUNTINGDON, PA. 
















ANDY MUSSER RICHARD J. SHERBAHN TOMMY WEITZEL 
WHGB, HARRISBURG, PA. WLAN, LANCASTER, PA. WKBO, HARRISBURG, PA. 


AL (THE EARLY) BIRD LARRY FORD HENRY HOMAN 
WARD, JOHNSTOWN, PA. WCRO, JOHNSTOWN, PA. WLBR, LEBANON, PA. 










KESTH REEVE JACK SIMMONS BOB WELSH 
WVAM, ALTOONA, PA. WHYL, CARLISLE, PA. WLAN, LANCASTER, PA. 


JACK HOOPER 
WHGB, HARRISBURG, PA. 


ao 


BILL BROWN » ED GONZALEZ 
WJAC, JOHNSTOWN, PA. WCMB, HARRISBURG, PA. 





JACK REILLY JIM SPOTTS BOB YANICK 
WCRO, JOHNSTOWN, PA. —« WBZ, LOCK HAVEN. PA. WHGB, HARRISBURG, PA. 


GARY HAGERICH BOB KELLER 


bs a 
AL BRUCE 
WLBR, LEBANON, PA. WCRO, JOHNSTOWN, PA. WLBR, LEBANON, PA. 


... they can help you sell more in this 382 million dollar retail market*! 


Each day, you can hear their voices and sales-messages in just about every 
section of this Pennsylvania marketing area. Men, women and teen-agers in close to 475,000 
radio homes turn regularly to these popular deejays for entertainment and 
product news. So why not let these ‘‘live-wires” go to town with your product! 





* population rank in Sales Management ‘‘Survey of Buying Power,’’ 1956 


RCA\/ICTOR spotlights hometown broadcasting 
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On The 


Upbeat 





New Yerk | 


Kenneth Berger’s 30-piece orch | 
bows on Band Wagon Records late | 
this month . . . Chappell is pub-| 
lishing the Jack Seusies - Seaamey | 
Fain score for “The Soft Touch,” | 
upcoming NBC-TV spec, not Kag- | 
ran as erratumed in last week's | 
VARIETY .. . Music publisher Sam 
Wigler became a grandpop last 
week ... Buck Ram. inked thrush 
Dolly Cooper to a managerial pact 
and supervised her first session for 
Dot Records last week ... The 
Blockbusters began a two-week en- 
gagement at the 4400 Club, Brent- 
wood, Md., yesterday (Tues.). 

Hawkshaw Hawkins, Bill Monroe 
and the Bluegrass County Boys 
headline the Don _ Larkins-Lyle 
Reed Jamboree at Newark’s Mos- 
que Theatre Aug. 19 . . . Decca 
Records has tied in with the 
Allegheny Airlines to promote its 
Grady Martin cutting of “Allegheny 
Moon” ... Murri Barber, WMGM 
record library, off for two weeks 
in Hollywood .. . Lois Glick, ABC 
record librarian, back from three 
months in Europe. .. Herb Dexter 
is exec veepee in charge of a&r 
and sales at the newly formed 
Beech Records . . Barbara Lea 
set as featured vocalist with Stan 
Rubin’s Tigertown Five at the com- 
bo’s Atlantic City Steel Pier gig 
Aug. 24- 30... Arlie S. Huff dee- 
jaying at WICE, Providence. He 
was formerly with WSAV, Savan- 
nah, Ga. 

There’s now a 48-page fan book 
tagged “The Amazing Elvis Pres- 
ley’ on the market .. . Bill Heg- 
ner handling publicity for the new 
Neal Hefti-Frances Wayne group 
... The Rover Boys move into the 
Bolero Club, Wildwood, N. J., for 
three days beginning Aug. 23... 
Don Elliott doubling between Basin 
Street and Jack Sterling’s early 
morning WCBS radio show ... 
Freddie Bell elected to ASCAP 
membership . . . September issue 
of Ebony mag features Louis Arm- 
strong’s recent West African jazz 
tour ... Arguese returns to Rose- 
land for his 11th season there Sept. 
6... Ned Harvey orch goes into 
Ben Maksik’s Town & Country, 
Brooklyn, Sept. 11 for the new sea- 
son... Frank O’Brien returned to 
the keyboard at Carman’s Louis 
Petite eatery yesterday (Tues.). 


Hollywood 


Guy Mitchell signed by Allied 
Artists to sing title song for “The 


Hopkins’ score for Elia Kazan’s 


“Baby Doll”... Garwood Van orcli | 
augmented to 24 pieces and signed | 
to a new contract at New Frontier | 


Hotel, 
a Andre Previn discussing a 
straight jazz album, his first, for 
Decca . 
ning arrangements for Dave Peli’s 
Atlantic album . . . Following Chet 
Baker’s current stint at N.Y.’s 
Birdland, trumpeter 
for indef stand at the Tiffany. 


Las Vegas, running to April. | 


.. Johnny Mandel is pen-. 


returns here | 


Alex North will score Hal Wallis’ | 


“The Rainmaker’ at Paramount. 


... ¥ma Sumac in N.Y. following | 


her guest appearance at the In- 
ternational World’s Fair in the 
Dominican Republic .. . KDAY 
disk jock Frank Evans has cut the 
narration for a Pacific Jazz LP 


titled “Best in West Coast Jazz.” | 


. . Phil Moore is penning three | 


cartoons... 
rently in N. Y. prepping music for 
Frank Sinatra’s stint at the Para- 
mount, will conduct the Denver 
Symphony’ (17-18) Johnnie 


tunes for similar amount of UPA | 
Nelson Riddle, cur- | 


Mann Singers pacted by Liberty | 


Records. 





Chicago 


George Shearing Sextet pacted | 


for Congress Hotel, St. Louis, Oct. 
30-Nov. 13... Buddy Charles 
graduated from Black Orchid’s 
Junior Room last night (Tues.), 
into main room as opening act... 
Mugegsy Spanier plays Colonial 
Tavern, Toronto, Oct. 29 for two 
frames ... Hi-Lo’s on WBBM-TV’s 
“In Town Tonight” Aug. 23... 
Lillian Hines set for Theatrical 


Lounge, Cleveland, Monday (20) 
for two weeks .. . Pat Boone plays 
Du Quoin, State Fair Aug. 26, 


headlining the first three days; 
Dorothy Collins takes over to wind 
up the week . . . Dan Selloc orch 
plays Coney Island, Cincinnati, 
Sept. 8-9. 











Victor 





$5.99). 


two other albums; “Richard III” 
film soundtrack (advertised price, 
$11.98; coupon price, $8.99), and 
“Romeo and Juliet” (advertised 
price, $7.98; coupon price, $5.99). 





Young Guns.” Tune, titled, “Song 
of the Young Guns,” is by Lenny 
Adelson and Imogen Carpenter... 
Warner studio orch, batoned by 
Ray Heindorf, is recording Kenyor 











A cute novelty with a lilting beat! 





LITTLE xx 
DARLING 


* * 
dy Recorded by ® y- 
¢y KAY CEE JONES 


on Decca 

















PROGRAM TO-DAY 
YESTERDAY'S 


JUST YOU, 
| JUST ME 


| Music by 
JESSE GREER 


| Published by Robbins 
799 7th Ave., New York 19 





























lone of these items at 
| discount betwen Sept. 1 and Dec. 
31 of this year. All dealer pur- 


discount in additon to the normal 
| discount 

The Victor execs who fanned out 
around the country last week to 
brief distribs on the fall opera- 
tion pointed out that the discount 
advantages will be tailor-made to 
best serve the needs of each dis- 
i tributor and the area he serves. 
| The program offers inventory pro- 
| tection as well as dating privileges. 

Victor has lined up a hefty pro- 
motional and advertising barrage 


to get the “Showcase In Sound” 
message across. In addition to ads 
in the national mags and setting 


color tv spec commercials, label is 

| supplying dealers cuffo with a 
| three-piece display kit plus a full 
counter merchandiser. 

For its low price ($1.98) Cam- 
den line, label has readied 21 new 
packages. Among the artists in- 
cluded are Arturo Toscanini, 
thur Fiedler, Paderewski, Freddy 
Martin, Al Goodman, Henri Rene 
and the Delta Rhythm’ Boys 
among others. 


Phil Nimmons’ Canadian jazz 
group is cutting an LP for Norman 
Granz’s Clef label. Resulted from 
group’s being caught at Shake- 
speare Foundation jazz festival at 
Stratford, Ont., this summer. 





—|RETAIL SHEET BEST SELLERS|— 















































































































































Continued from page 49 — 


The same items are avail- | 
able on 3314 rpm platters at the | 
same savings plus the addition of | 


Ar- 





DANNY 
BEACHCOMBER! 


A 


MY HEART 


MGM 12306 


MG 


THE HIT OF THE WEEK 








KNIGHT 
BEACHCOMBER! 


ISN’T IN IT 


X12300 

























a ie-lete lel al. Lede 
; VARIETY Eis (Sl ellos | | 3 
Survey of retail sheet music “*=iEBle|s = lz = 5 [eaijSi- 
best sellers based ‘on reports S6/4lelslZzligl/eiZgielZis 
obtained from leading stores tn elu le < | ¢ | “ =icli=ioa e- T 
12 cities and showing com . Zlelo! 9 S| claw] s& Calo 
parative sales rating for this ~ilSial/E/S&/ZIEIZIS/E/ 8/8) T 
and last week. rs . lols a | 6| § . a{/&)/—} A 
* ASCAP + BMI Sle(7 IS isle Oreja el; yi si] u 
7 Si¢ | I> | 11a 0 | | a 
| ae £/s8/0/) 8) 8] 5 | | a] 5 P 
National #IT(EIE[BI7 1/812 | ois 
Ratin seliljeigs |} all] a;olase]e)} 7} 0 
ing ~lels iE |s/2i si 4/58/8)8) eo] ! 
This Last spisif#i<t /sié e/e2/Sieiai;si]n 
wk. wk. Title and Publisher eol1Sgl/EZ/E /B/3] 815 “3 e|s|s/ tT 
Zlima@ia in (/ElAaleivials | Biéls 
1 1 *Allegheny Moon (Oxford)...... 2 1 1 1 1 1 3 5 1 1 2 3 110 
“2-2 *Whatever Will Be (Artists) 2. 5 § 2 i123 @ 8 ft i ss 
3 3 *Wayward Wind (Warman) 3 8 3 5 6 8 1 es ae we 78 
4 4 *Street Where You Live (Chappell) 6 6 2 5 4 3 2 6 3 7. oe 7 vhf 
5 5  *My Prayer (Shapiro-B) 4 5 6 7 4 7 3 5 6 10 4 60 
6 6  ~+Canadian Sunset (Meridian) > 4 8 @€ 38 § 6 8 8 S oT 
7 8 Almost Lost My Mind (H&R) 8 8 3 7 7 eee. 
8 10 {Old-Fashioned Girl (Valor) Ke ‘ 10 100 9 5 4 10 3 5 32 
9 7 *Moonglow (Mills).............. 9 4 7 8 8 iat 25 
10 9 yWant You, Need You (Presley) 7 6 9 ,' @ *s 17 
11A_.. _*Born to Be With You (Mayfair)... 9 10 6 68 
11B 15 *Hurts for a While (Advanced) 10 6 9 8 
13 13 # *Ivory Tower (Morris) ‘ 9 pas 10 7 7 
14 11 *Could Have Danced (Chappell) 10 7 10 6 
15 ;Soft, Summer Breeze (Regent) ; 8 10 4 
Inside Stuff—Musi | 1 . 
| 
nside Stuli—Music | MGM 
——— Continued from page 49 ees 


German composer Fritz Rotter started the ball rolling for the cur- | 


rent U.S. disk activity on his tune (penned with Franz Doelle), ‘When 


The White Lilacs Bloom Again.” 
Helmut Zacharias’ Polydor waxing of the 26-year-old song, titled in | 


| Music, is headed by composer Les Baxter and Mickey Goldsen. 


'for $11.95. 


| 


A few months ago, Rotter brought 


German “Wenn Die Weisse Flieder Wieder Bluht,” to the attention of 
its U.S. publisher, Harms Inc., of the Warner Bros. combine. Al- 
though the disk wasn’t a hit in Germany, the U.S. publishers were 


| able to stir up enough diskery interest via the Polydor slice to get a 


barrage of waxings, including the Decca release of the Polydor orig- 
inal. Already on the market are versions by Leroy Ho]Jmes (MGM), 
Florian Zabach (Mercury), Lawrence Welk (Coral) and Billy Vaughn 


(Dot). 





Leonard Feather returned from Paris and Milan last week where he 


set up deals for the translation and publication of ‘The Encyclopedia | 


of Jazz” in France and Italy. Encyclopedia has now sold 15,000 copies 
in the U.S. and is going into its third edition. It'll be published in 
London next month by Arthur Barker Ltd. 


The first “Encyclopedia Yearbook of Jazz,” which will contain biog- | 


raphies of 150 new musicians, will be published by Horizon in October 
and by Arthur Barker in England next spring. Meantime, Feather has 


| Set a profile on Norman Granz for the January issue of Esquire mag. 
When the consumer buys a sam- } 
| pler, he is entitled to purchase any | 


the 25% | ; : 
. »’° | Robbins Music, won the $2,240 jackpot in the Granada-TV “Spot the 





Joy Conners, personal secretary to Alan Holmes, British head of 


Tune” show in Manchester last Thursday (9). She had already won 


chases of the items carry a 25% | $28 for answering various questions and the jackpot question, which 


had accumulated over the weeks to $2,240, consisted of her finishing a 
song, only the middle of which was played. The song she had to 
recognize turned out to be “You’re the Cream in my Coffee,” and she 
announced the name with half a second to spare from the 10 seconds 
allotted to her. 
$2,268, 

Deejays who don’t dig that Gallic jive get an assist from a new 45 
rpm disk issued by Bax Music, pubbery which controls the tunes in 
the new Capitol album, “La Femme.” Outfit, a division of Criterion 
Aware 
that some deejays were having trouble pronouncing the titles of some 


of the numbers in the album, Baxter and Goldsen hired a French gal | 


to read off the titles and translations. Disk is carefully cued so that 
deejays can either listen to ‘‘La Femme” and learn something, or let 
the gal announce the records as they come up. 


Literature is being teamed up with wax by RCA Victor to push its 
“La Traviata” album. Label is packaging the three-12-inch LP de- 
luxer with a new edition of “Camille,” novel by Alexander Dumas, 
the younger, on which the opera is based. Complete set will retail 
The album was cut in Rome by George R. Marek, veep 
and general manager of Victor’s album division. It was conducted 
by Pierre Monteaux and features Rosanna Carteri, Cesare Valletti and 
Leonard Warren. Marek penned a special foreword for the package. 


In line with its New York office staff expansion program, Columbia 
Records last week set John Lothrop as manager of office services and 
Alberta Keilbach as supervisor of file and stenographic service. 
rop will administer activities relating to filing, communications, dupli- 
cating, mail room, office space allocation, central typing and stenog- 
raphy. Miss Keilbach will organize and manage a service group pro- 
viding stenographic, typing and filing facilities. 


Phil Lang, standard and educational chief at E. M. Morris, puts on | 
| the professorial robes for a two-and-a-half-week session at the U. of | 
| Colorado. His seminar will deal with advanced orchestration. 


he gets back to his Gotham base, he’ll start orchestrating the score 
od Md. Abner,” upcoming legit musical by Johnny Mercer and Gene 
e Paul. 


| replacing Howard Budlow as sales 


| 


| manager. 
| Albums lined up for the ‘“Bak- 


Result—she came back to London with a check for | 


Loth- | 


When | 


|er’s Dozen” drive are “Winter 
| Wonderland” by Ray Charles; ‘Mu- 
;sic From Motion Pictures” by 
| David Rose; “Take Me In Your 
Arms” by Leroy Holmes: “Beside A 
| Shady Nook” by Dick Hyman Trio; 
|“Concerto For Lovers” by Robert 
Ashley orch; ‘Madrid After Dark” 
by Federico LaMore orch; “When 
The Lights Are Low” by George 


Shearing Quintet; “The Lamp 
is Low” by Robert Maxwell; 


| ‘Moanin’ The Blues’ by Hank Wil- 

liams; “Out of This World” by Sam 
|(The Man) Taylor; “Goombay Car- 
nival” by Jhe Confidential Club 
,orch, and “Beyond The Sea” by 
| Roger Roger orch. 


‘Donna Records’ Pubbery 


Art Cook, who heads up the new 
|Donna_ Records, Cleveland-based 
'indie, is launching a second affiliat- 
|'ed music publishing firm to operate 
|as Central-West Music Co. Firm 

is now dickering for an ASCAP 
'publisher-membership to augment 
| Cook’s BMI affiliate, Arco Music. 




















A MUST!... 


Jimmy Young's 


RICH MAN 
POOR MAN 


LONDON RECORD +1676 


Published by 
KASSNER MUSIC CORP. 
1619 Broadway New York 














LYRIC WRITER WITH HOT 
MATERIAL FOR A CHRISTMAS 
SONG WISHES TO 
COLLABORATE WITH AN 
ASCAP COMPOSER. 


Write BOX 8122, VARIETY, 
154 W. 46th St., New York 36, N. Y 





ee 








——— 





48 CHORD 
PLAYER WANTED 


(Pro or Semi Pro) 


New York Resident Preferred 
| Write: BOX 816, VARIETY, 











| 154 W. 46th St., New York 36, N.Y. 


—— 
—————_<1. 
— 
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ABC-Par Distrib Shifts 


ABC-Paramount continued to re- 
shuffle its distributor network last 
week with shifts in the Philadel- 
phia and Charlotte (N. C.) terri- 
tories. 

In the Philly area, the diskery 


gch 


oro? 


picked up David Rosen, former 
Mercury’ distributor, replacing 
Universal. In Charlotte, Arnold 


took over the ABC-Par line from 








Mangold. 


America’s :Fastest 
= Selling Records! 
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By HUMPHREY DOULENS 


Norwalk, Aug. 14. 
American family trade is rally- 
ing with nostalgic loyalty to tented 
circus entertainment following the 
calamity howling incidental to the 
recent road closing of Ringling 


Bros. Circus. Christiani Bros. had 
five turnaway audiences out of 


itional Big Top Still a Lure As 
Christiani Bros. Circus Mops Up 





| 


| (16), will double for two weeks at | 


seven in this last week. The Nor- | 


walk matinee couldn’t accomodate 
1.000 and the night rack was clean. 
‘Previously the Hunt Bros. outfit 
also did well hereabouts.) 


Christianis are a truly family | “Trapeze” on screen for the first | 


Ellen's 1-ivian Coast Show 


In Mocambo-Orph Dual. 


Hollywood, Aug. 14. 
Hypnotist Arthur Ellen, opening 
at the Mocambo here Thursday 
the Orpheum Theatre, starting 
Aug. 22. His one-hour show at the 
theatre will be the only act on 
stage. He'll be packaged with 


operation in the old Ringling tradi- | week, and “Bandido” for the second 
tion. Their own stars and their | frame. 


own managers, Christianis break 
even at $3,200 a day including 
winter layoff expenses at Sarasota. 
Their main business problem is 
shortage of workmen on the lot 
for this reason the performers are 
also their own razorbacks. 


front man for the six brothers and 
two sisters plus countless relatives, 
running this trim, lively three- 
ringer, says recent audiences have 


| 


} 
| 
' 
} 


Several months ago, Loew’s 
State, N. Y., tried the procedure 
in order to cash in on the Bridey 
Murphy vogue. Ralph Slater, also 
a hypnotist, constituted the entire 


stageshow, 
Paul (Mogador) Christiani, 32, | 


included many people who come | 
up and admit they haven't been to | 


a circus in a long time but will 
support them from now on. The 
Christianis had so many visitors 
on the back lot in this sophisti- 
cated summer hub that they had 
to curtail hospitality to strike the 
tents. For the Cristianis do strike 
the tents themselves, labor being 
what it is. 
Many-Talented 

Belmonte Cristiani, crown prince 
of the family, in charge of tents 
and props, was already on his way 
to next stand (New Britain) to 
stake out the lot when Phil Dotto’s 
strong-lunged brass sextet played 
exit march here. As with the Ring- 
lings of old, each Cristiani has 
own administrative responsi- 
bility beside tumbling, 
ancing, bareback riding, juggling 
and riding high scfool. 

Daviso, most versatile of the 
brothers, has charge of animals. 
Lucio, admitted star of the troupe 
by virtue of his somersault horse- 
to-horse, paces the performance. 
does wardrobe and Peter 
the concessions. And sisters Hort- 

(Continued on page 58) 


Gale Takes ‘Peter Pan’ 
For a Ride in Columbus; 


‘Capades’ Cancels 1 Show 


his 


Oscar 





Columbus, Aug. 14. 
The opening performance of 
“Ice Capades” here Sunday (5) was 
called after a severe rain and 
Windstorm lashed performers and 
seis alike in the midst of the 
“Peter Pan” sequence. 


Peter Pan, Wendy and the cast 
had just soared out of the window 


and were flying to Never Never 
Land when the sudden storm 

uck, Fearful of knocking the 
fivers against the flopping sets, 
{ inicians left them aloft for a 


moments—long enough to get 
them sopping wet—before bringing 
them safely to earth. 

John H. Harris, producer of the 
ice show, said that it was the first 
time in three years that the show 
had been cancelled because of in- 
clement weather. ‘“‘Capades” re- 
Sumed Monday evening (6), how- 
eve 
12) without further incident 
[It was the first time the ice 
s ’ had been seen in Columbus. 


Will Melody Linger On 





In Case of (Rae) Bourbon?. 


Hollywood, Aug. 14. 
Los Angeles County Welfare 
Commission will hold a hearing to- 
morrow (Wed.) on whether to con- 
tinue the show license of the Mel- 
Ody Room, Sunset Strip nitery 
Which was closed down last week 
for playing (Miss) Rae Bourbon. 
Spot has been in difficulty since 
booking the vet femme impersona- 
tor who recently underwent sex- 
Change surgery. Performer was ar- 
resting opening night on a charge 
of impersonating a woman and had 
Worked since then in male attire. 
, Order shuttering the room pend- 
Ing tomorrow’s hearing was issued 
@ week ago, 


r, and played through Sunday. 








Vancouver s Cafe 


Biz Perking: Seek 
Late Law Change 


By BRIAN VICKERS 


Vancouver, B. C., Aug. 14. 
Vancouver’s Chinatown not only 
boasts the second largest Chinese 


colony outside the Orient, but now | 
is the scene of a “war” between | 


night spots. 
A short time ago, a new Man- 


darin Gardens opened in the heart | 


of Chinatown. A small entrance 


| fee includes dinner, but the club 


hand-bal- | 


| chorus 


is not licensed. 


Floorshow, while with second- 
rate local talent and an amateurish 
line, jolted several other 

the vicinity into action, 


clubs in 


|}and now two, Forbidden City and 


| W-K 
have 
|} enemy—the law. 


ithe 


the Mayling, are also offering local 
talent. 

While the standard of enter- 
tainment by all three is low, it in- 
dicates that Vancouver’s nightlife 
dollar has to be worked for. 

However, despite their opposi- 
tion to one another, the three 
clubs, joined by two more—the 
and the Smiling Buddha 
united to fight a common 





Together, they plan to appeal a 
decision rejecting their request for 
later hours. An application to have 
legal hours extended from 2 
a. m. to 3 a. m. was refused here 
last week. The appeal will be 
heard by the City Council early 


| this week, and faces the opposition 


| and 





of Mayor Fred Hume. 

The most popular nitery here 
by far the best, is the Cave 
Supper Club. Isy Walters is con- 
tinuing his policy of importing 
top acts. His most recent successes 
have included Bill Kenny, Guy 
Mitchell and the Mills Bros., but 
some of his other importations did 
not fare so well, most notable of 
late being Christine Jorgensen and 
June Havoc. 

Shows at the Cave are produced 
by Cindy & Alberto, dance team, 
ahd feature a group known as the 
Coronet Dancers (10). 


LOU WALTERS NIXES 
FLA. COPA CITY DEAL 


Bid by Miami Beach realtors to 
have Lou Walters, operator of the 
Latin Quarters in Miami Beach 
and New York, take over Copa 





City, Miami Beach, is now consid- | 


ered dead. Walters left last week 
for a talent gandering expedition 
in Europe without pursuing the of- 
fer. He’s now expected to open 
the Florida LQ a few days before 
Christmas. 

Copa City was also offered to 
Paul D’Amato, operator of the 500 
Club, Atlantic City, who turned 
it down because of what he termed 
an excessive rental. Copa City 
bowed out as a nitery a couple of 
seasons ago and was occupied by 
an auction house, 





Gene Krupa and his trio, before 
going on a national tour with “Jazz 
at the Philharmonic,” will play a 


10-day stand at the Ball and 
Chain, Miami nitery, beginning 
Aug. 31. 


Set Tony Martin, Torme 
For London Vaude Season 


London, Aug. 14. 
The Prince of Wales Theatre, 
Piccadilly Circus, which for the 
| last eight months has featured the 
“Paris By Night” Folies Bergere 


| Show, is to stage a variety season | 


from September. 
Tony Martin and Mel Torme are 
|among the American stars named 
| as top-of-the-bill attractions for 
/ that theatre, while British David 
Whitfield has also been mentioned 
las a top. 

Present indications suggest that 
the variety season may extend 


|from September until the end of 
next February when a new Folies 
| revue will be staged. 


} 
| 





Strike Threat 


| 


~ At Royal York 
On Eve of CNE 


Toronto, Aug. 14. 
Some 1,300 members of Toron- 
to’s Hotel & Club Employees 
| Union announce they will strike 
Aug. 22 at the 1,400-room Royal 
| York. Strike is timed to dovetail 





with run of Canadian Nat’l Exhi- 
bition. 

Hotel’s room reservations are 
|packed for the CNE tenure (Aug. 
124 to Sept. 8), mainly for Jack Ar- 
_thur’s grandstand spectacular, plus 
other tourist and exhibitor lures 
that drew nearly 3,000,000 at the 
turnstiles last year for the fort- 
night. 

Action to close Canada’s largest 


hotel involves a dispute with Ca- | 


‘nadian Pacific Railways, owner- 
operators of the hotel, with 90% 
of the employees voting for a 
strike, according to Henry Par- 
sumi, agent for Toronto Local 299 
of the union Action includes a 
complete walkout, with Parsumi’s | 
claim that “we will close the | 
hotel.” 

| Union is demanding an 18c in- 


crease per hour, retroactive to last 
November, plus a health and wel- 
fare plan, and $7 a month for ad- 
justment of maintenance _ staff 
rates. The company has coun- 
tered with a 3c hourly boost and 
lan additional 2c this November, 
plus a health and welfare plan 
that has been rejected. 

| The union said it has assurances 
from sister unions that there will 
be no Royal York 


line from. elevator 
dining room help, 
and floor shows. 


operators to 
liquor lounges 





Kurt Oranto has been named 


head of the Al Dobritsch agency’s | 


Chicago office. 


Circuits Now Leaning Toward 


~~ Voting “A Straight B.O. Ticket 


The eircuits are resuming their | prises to many managers is the big | 
| pitches for bookings of any type of }returns by the horror companies. 
|The 


| 


attraction that will sell tickets. 
Again the loops are making it 


c’ear that they'll change the policy 


of virtually any house if a draw 
becomes available. 

As one booker pointed  ovyt, 
there are theatres seating over 


3,000 in virtually every major city 
in the country and not enough big 
pictures to go around. During 
'some of the slow weeks, it would 
be wise to put in some kind of 
|show, whether it be a touring le- 
|giter, a concert troupe, or a two- 
a-dayer with a name and a series 
of surrounding acts. 

Only a few rock ’n’ rollers have 
been on a Safari. The Gale Agency 
package has done well on its tour 
‘and returned a profit for bulk of 
the houses. 

Another type of tourer that is 
doing well in many parts of the 
|country is the jazz unit package. 
| Outfits such as Dave Brubeck, and 
some of the Jhipsters, are doing 
| well, especially among the young- 


er set. One of the constant sur- 





Russians Cool to Bid 
To Play Globetrotters. 


Berlin,. Aug. 7. 

It has long been a habit that 
whenever Abe Saperstein’s Harlem 
Globetrotters come here (now their, 
seventh postwar appearance), they | 
registerasock hit. And it’snoexcep- | 
tion this year. Berliners have taken 
a special fancy to this troupe. At 
the Olympic Stadium several years 
ago, they played before 75,000, still 
an all-time record for such sporting 
event. 

In Berlin this time for four dates, | 
they played the 7,000-seat Sport- 
palast. Globetrotter’s manager, 
Abe Saperstein, said the advance 
sale of tickets this year was 25°¢ 
better than last year. He said that 





deliveries of | 
food or services, running down the | 


| 
} 





he still intends to arrange a game 
between his boys and Europe's best 
| basketball nation, the Russians, in 
Moscow. Last word trom. the 
| Kvassiin city, however, was that | 
|“‘there’s still no time available for | 
an event like that.” 


Chi’s Drake Sets 
Chirping Singles 
In 4-Week Rides 


Chicago, Aug. 1 
Chi’s posh Drake Hotel bows a 
single-act entertainment policy in 
| its remodeled Camellia House Sept. 





be chanteuse Fernanda 


Montel, who opens the room for a 


cafe will 





| four-week stint. Connie Moore fol- 
|lows for another four. The Jimmy 
| Blade orch., a_ six-piece 
band, will backing; 
Blade orch had been the Camellia 
House band for over four years un- 
| til last February. 

| The Camellia House closed down 
| last week for redecorating, be 
| done by Dorothy Draper, who did 


society 


provide the 


to 


{the old Camellia House, New 
| York’s Hampshire House, the 
Greenbrier Hotel in White Sul- 
phur Springs, West Va., etc. Room 


will be done in a New Orleans mo- 
tif. Though no change in prices 
is contemplated, a cover charge is 
being mulled. 

Policy will be to showcase so- 
phisticate chantooseys of the type 
used in the Maisonette of New 
| York’s St. Regis, approximately 
|} in the $1,000 class. Buying will be 
|} done by Drake veepee Ben Mar- 
shall, and bookings will be of four- 
week duration. Connie Towers fol 
lows Connie Moore and it is re- 
ported that Marshall is negotiating 
|for Monique van Booren 





spook shows, generally pre- 
sented after midnght, are paying | 
off handsomely 

One of the major offices is pian- 
ning to package some of its fair- 
date units for presentation into 
theatres. However, plans are at 
this point indefinite because head- 


liners cannot be plotted at this 
time. 

Frank Sinatra plus a unit that, 
includes the Tommy & Jimmy 


Dorsey Band and Joey Bishop pro- 
vides another indication of how a | 
major house will temporarily | 
change its course to accommodate | 
a headliner. The outfit goes into 
the Paramount, N. Y., for one week 
starting today (Wed.). Harry Le- 
vine, booker for the Par circuit, | 
has Alan Freed doing a repeat at | 
the Brooklyn Paramount over the | 
Labor Day holidays. He had at- 
tempted to get a disk jockey show | 
going in the Chicago Theatre, Cni- | 
cago, but inability to make a deal | 
with the stagehands nixed that ef- | 
fort. \ 





Ernie Fast, 


| list. 
| Roosevelt sign its minimum basic 
‘agreement, pay welfare contribu- 


8. First act to play the refurbished | 


| layed one week to Sept. 27. 


Chi Area Cafe Ops Come to Terms 
With AGVA; Threat of N. 


0. Pullout 


Chicago, Aug. 14. 

At a meeting last week between 
midwest regional di- 
rector of the American Guild of 
Variety Artists, Milton T. Raynor, 


attorney for the Chi Cafe Owners 


Assn., and Ben Orloff, owner of 
the Silver Frolics strippery here, 
representing the cafe owners, a 
decision was reached affecting 22 
holdout Chicago niteries who have 
refused in the past to meet AGVA’s 
terms, 

The terms, to be adhered to by 
the 22 Chicago, Cicero and Calumet 
City night clubs, include signing of 
AGVA's minimum basic agreement, 
payment of welfare fund contribu- 
tions for performers, posting of 


| bonds for performers’ salaries, and 


agreement to employ only AGVA 
niembers. All niteries will have 
complied with these terms within 
12 days, time for necessary paper- 
work to be completed, Fast said, 


Deadline Today (Wed.) 
New Orleans Aug. 14. 

Unless Bill Hewitt, American 
Guild of Variety Artists’ represent- 
active here, and Seymour Weiss, 
owner of the Roosevelt Hotel, come 
tc agreement by tomorrow (Wed.), 
AGVA will pull all its acts out 
and place the hotel on the “unfair” 
AGVA is insisting that the 


tions for performers and_ post 
bonds for performers’ salaries. . 


Weiss’ reluctance to agree to 
these terms is causing the diffi- 
culty. 





Threatened With Suit, 
MacRae Drops ‘Fair Lady’ 
From His Las Vegas Act 


Las Vegas. Aug. 14. 
Gordon MacRae has dropped his 
embrace “My Fair Lady” fol- 
lowing a demand—bolstered by the 
threat of a $100,000 lawsuit—from 
Herman 
10 days 


of 


the show's producer, 
Levin. During the 
of his current Desert Inn cafe en- 
gagement, MacRae had been scor- 
ing solid response with his cap- 
suled musical and verbal recitation 
of the Broadway smash. 

But last week Levin, in a tele- 
gram, ordered MacRae to halt the 
“92-minute vignette of ‘My Fair 
Lady’ embracing portions of the 
musieal’s plot, dialog, lyrics and 
music.” Levin, through his attor- 
ney, Irvnig Cohen of Reinheimer 
& Cohen, notified MacRae that un- 
less he ceased forthwith, an injunc- 
tion would be sought and suit for 
substantial damages instituted 
MacRae disclosed that the damages 


initial 


mentioned in the edict totaled 
$100,000. 

MacRae said he tried, through 
his own Manhattan counsel, to 
gain permission to retain his 
“Lady” vignette, but was refused. 


He said he had spent considerable 
coin designing the tab and was 
“merely trying to show my affec- 
tion for the musical.” MacRae 
had been assisted in the “Lady” 
portion by wife Sheila Stephens. 
Singer has substituted takeoff on 
“This Is Your Life,” which he in- 
troduced during his  prévious 


|nitery engagement here 15 months 


ago. 
‘My Fairfax Lady’ Warning 
Hollywood, Aug. 14. 
Herman Levin, “Fair Lady” pro- 
ducer, warned Hollywood nitery 
operator Billy Gray to “cease and 
desist” performances of a _ nitery 
satire tagged “My Fairfax Lady.” 
Gray’s show opened five weeks ago 


Judy’s Las Vegas H.0. 
Delays Palace Teeoff 


The Judy Garland shew for the 
Palace Theatre, N, Y., will be de- 
In- 
dications point ‘to the fact that 
Miss Garland will be held over an 
additional period at the New Fron- 
tier, Las Vegas, and she wants the 
additional time to line up a sur- 
rounding cast and take a rest be- 
for taking on the minimum eight 
weeks at the N. Y. vauder. 


She'll be on percentage in her 
two-a-day stand. 
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Chis Big Show Gives Only 
So-So Lift to Cafes, Pix Houses 


Chicago, Aug. 14. 
Delegates to the Democratic Na- 
tional Convention, 2,744 strong, 
roughly 4.000 from press, radio 
and-tv, and miscellaneous hangers- 


on for estimated total of 15,000 
persons, are giving Chicagos 


nightlife a slight boost, though not 
in proportion to their numbers. 

Conclave of 15,000 is relatively 
small by this convention-town’'s 
standards, and fact that political 
conventioneers put on their own 
show is keeping nightlife hypo 
traceable to them down to a mini- 
mum. In tradition of ‘“smoke- 
filled rooms” (original ‘“smoke- 
filled room” having been GOP’s 
1920 Harding hoopla in Chicago's 
Blackstone Hotel), most of busi- 
ness is being done in room service 
departments of large hotels where 
conventioners are registered, the 
package liquor stores, and in hotel 
main rooms. Of latter, Conrad 
Hilton’s Boulevard Room is being 
used as convention press _ head- 
quarters, with its ice show being 
held in abeyance for a week, while 
Empire Room of Palmer House 
offers Muggsy Spanier and Helen 
Forrest until Thursday (16) when 
Harry Belafonte, a big draw here, 
opens. 

Spike Jones at Chez Paree and 
Fran Warren at Black Orchid 
should also do slightly better than 
they would if there were no con- 
vention in town. Business around 
town is up perhaps 10% because 
of the Demo conclave; Saturday 
(11) night saw all top spots packed, 
with tables unavailable in most 
places until midnight. This 
also true of jazz niteries such as 


© = 


State, Hartford, to Go 
Weekend Vaude in Sept. 


The State Theatre, Hartford, is 
set to resume vaude on a weekend | 
basis starting Sept. 8. Initialer for | 
the season is a rock ’n’ roll display | 
with the Red Prysock oren, Clyde 
McPhatter, the Moonglows, the 
Cadillacs and Jesse Powell. On 
Sept. 15 for two days Tony Bennett 
will head a package, and there are 
'deals being negotiated for Bill 
Haley & Csmets, Pat Boone, Four 
Lads and others. 

According to present indications, 
the State will be the only house in 
New England on a regular stage- 
show basis. 


Hub’s Blinstrub's 


Goes for a Line 











Making Chi Safe 


—==mu=== Continued from page 1 








police commissioner's office were 
solicited for drinks by three L&L 
employees, Nancy Conrad, a dancer, 
Mrs. Shirley Bisutti and Marilyn | 
Taylor, both entertainers. Besides | 
the three, the detectives arrested 
Eugene Christofalos, 69, president 
of the L&L Cafe Corp., Alex Kar- 
zis, manager, Thomas Vlis, bar- 
tender, Ernest R. Hulder, 54, mas- 
ter of ceremonies, Miss Pat Pas- 
chal, Mary Garratt, and Mrs. Shar- 
on L. Romashko. 
‘For the Duration’ 

To further’ protect visiting 
Demos, Capt. Alcook of the First 
District ordered police stationed 
in eight Loop niteries for the dura- | 
tion of the convention. They are 
to see that strippers leave on 
“some” clo hes, prevent bar girls 
from soliciting drinks and see that 
the joints are properly lighted. : ‘ . 
Nothing in the order prevents con- | ducer, will direct the line produc- | 
ventioneers from offering to buy | tions. Format of names will be)! 
or regulates what the girls will be | continued and signed so far for 
served, generally wa ered whiskey | the upcoming season are: Margue- 











Boston, Aug. 14, | 
Boniface Stanley Blinstrub will | 
open his 1,700-seater this fall with | 
a line of 12 showgirls in an innova- 
tion for the South Boston nitery, 
; which has pursued a consistently | 
successful policy of name singers 
the past few seasons. 
George Hale, Broadway pro- 


| 


and tea, at upwards of a dollar a| Vite Piazza, Teresa Brewer, Guy 
‘throw. Police lieutenants and act-| Lombardo, Patti Page, Frankie | 
ing lieutenants will be required) Laine and Tony Martin. | 
to make daily reports on the eight; The newly refurbished and | 





Was | 


London House and Blue Note. 

Fact that there are no legit | 
shows in town may help film 
houses somewhat, as well as the 


niteries, though most filmery ops 
don’t expect much convention busi- 
ness. In fact, two roadshow 
here, “Oklahoma” and 
Holiday,” may show only a slight 
rise, if that, according to spokes- 
men at the McVickers and the ‘Pal- 
ace. All told, convention business 
for niteries and cinemas is wel- 


come gravy, but will not make or } 


break anybody. 


Lawrence, Treiffesen 
Start Own Percentery 
Harry Lawrence and Roy Treif- 
fesen, both of whom had been with 
the Lew & Leslie Grade Agency 
at the time its American opera- 
tions were absorbed by General 
Artists Corp., have formed their 
own Office. 
the bulk of the space occupied by 
the Grade office in New York. 
had been doing club 
Treiffesen working on 
and industrial 


Lawrence 
dates, with 
special attractions 
shows. 


They have taken over 


pix | 
“Cinerama | 


spots. They are: the Crossroads | altered Blinstrub’s will open Sept. | 
cafe, the Cabana, the Randolph 3. Some $60,000 worth of improve- | 
Lounge, the Hollywood Lounge,| ments. have been made, including | 
Nannette’s, the Kitten Lounge, Ed- | $30,000 for a new stage lighting | 
die Foys’, and the Holliday. All| system. 
are in the Loop or its fringes. _ | Blinstrub’s will be the only Hub 
Coincidentally, the city action | supper club with a line. Only other 
came after a _ recent series Of) supper club in the area with a line 
tongue-clucking items hitting the | js the Frolic across the Harbor in 


strip-and-clip joints and the b-girl 
situation by two local columnists, 
Herb Lyon of the Chicago Tribune 


Revere where the Buddy Thomas 
line of 11 is current on a year- 
round basis. 


and Tony Wei‘zel of the Daily | 
|News. The two scribes suddenly poniwene 
discovered the situation, though |} 


lately it has been a lot tamer than | 
in some past years. The tightening- 
up, however, is more likely to s‘em | 
from the administration’s desire to 
|pour on the window dressing for | 
ithe Democratic convention, insiders 
think. 


Danny White’s Aquarama, 


break-in that marked the first time 


| the confusion created by the nom- future . 
-enclature of the team of Murio & ; 
Sheila, which frequently comes out | optioned 


{Brown Hotel, 


| Anderson as the opening act. 


Vaude in the Market-Place 9" 


10-person water show 
dry, ended a tour of parking lots at supermarkets Saturday (11) in a 








Tak Cafe Dates 


New York 


Marion Colby 














;Room of the Conrad Hilton shut- 
‘tered this week and converted to 
goes into the| Demo convention press headquar- 
Copacabana, N.Y., Sept, 20 on the ters; reopens next week with usual 
Joe E. Lewis show ... Davis & | icery. 
Reese pacted for the Sands, Las, 


Vegas, Oct. 31... Roberta Sher-| 
wood on a quick booking into the| Hollywood 
New Frontier, Las Vegas, Monday Ciro’s will resume its line of 


.. .Mario (& Floria) bemoans | girls in its floorshows in the near 
. . Brandie Brandon, pian- 
ist at Art Williams’ Eldorado, re- 
through October .. 
Mario & Sheila in print. Mario) Latune singer Elsa Oria current at 
ner, who happens to be his wife featuring Frankie Sands inked for 
_.. Henny Youngman goes into the |4 ©ne-year stand at Mocambo . 
Fontainebleau, Miami Beach, Aug, | AOem Danes ts Png Mone 4 Bn 
4 : * i aes te . 

28... Joe E. Lewis, Betty Madigan |r). 4 return date at Ciro’s Sept. 14 


and Bob Melvin set for the Holi-| 

: ‘oon atid . . .. . Comedy team of Rowan & Mar- 
day House, Pittsburgh, Oct. 22. | tin will appear on the bill toplin- 
ee ing ge King Cole at Cocoanut 
© rrove Sept. 5 Bobby Short 
Chicago ‘holds over four weeks at Castle 
Morey Amsterdam into Ccngress Restaurant George Shearing 
Hotel, St. Louis, Oct. 1 for two.|}has been set for a return date at 

Four Voices play the Congress | Zardi’s in November. 
Sept. 10 for a single ... Bob An-! 
derson rounds out the bill at Black 
Orchid, opening under new man- 
agement Sept. 6 with Sylvia Syms 
toplining and Yonely in the second | 


slot . . . Jimmy Ames set for Frank Sinatra opening for four 


Louisville, Sept. 7) 4.°. : : a 
for three frames . .. Dave Gardner ' days Aug. * Johnnie Ray ge de 
currently at Black Orchid jin for one day Sept. 1 with the 

* + «| Will Mastin Trio starring Sammy 


Harry Belafonte opens at Palmer | pavis Jr. due for a one-day stand 


(20) . 





Atlantic City 


Vic Damone into 500 Club 
Saturday (18) for five days, with 


'House tomorrow night (Thurs.) in ‘Sept. 2... Bill Haley & His Comets 


— with their rock 'n’ roll into Steel 
Pier vaude for a week starting 


lav |Aug. 19. On bill with Haley wiil 
Raffles Group Mov es In be Miss Loni and Johnny Morgan, 


As New Black Orchid Op Gene Krupa in with Johnny Pal- 
Chicago, Aug. 14. ‘mers’ orch Aug. 17-23 .. . Daisy 


|Mae & Hepcats into Ed Prouse’s 
Papers transferring ownership| Fort Pitt (13) Erskine Hawkins’ 
of the Black Orchid nitery here} band opened at Herman’s (10). 
from Al Greenfield to a group | 
headed by Paul Raffles, the same | 
group that owns the Cloister Inn | 
here, were signed last week. | ; Fri Vill M 
The room’s first show under new | W@eX Tun at Friscos Village Mon 
management will bow Sept. 6; | day (13), and pepertenty a ora. 
lineup has Sylvia Syms headlining ing $13,000 a week . . . Gesege and 
Seanie im tes Heng ye ’ q B 5 Nick Andros, owners of Facks and 
‘ty In the second siot an ©) Facks II, are promoting a 26}%- 
mile Pacific Ocean swim to Faral- 
lon Islands Sept. 25... Jeri South- 
ern booked into the Macumba 


a quick return date ... Boulevard 








San Francisco 
Abbott & Costello opened two- 


Kansas City 
Terrace Grill of Hotel Muehle- 
bach brought in Maria Neglia for 
a one-week stand, an unusual book- 
ing in the spot. She followed Anne 


Boston, Aug. 14. 
playing wet and 


Nothing has been said about actual pro shows have been put on | Russell, whu also did a one-week 
what action, if any, will be taken ; 5¥UPer lots in the territory. stint ending Aug. 9... Orchid 
to control gyp-and-clip practices; Using a portable 25 x 25 pool and an accordian player, White, Hub|Room plays Sonny Vallie, The 
outside the convention- flooded | booker turned producer, played three dates on First National Stores |Magnificents, Lailu Ducongee and 


Loop or whether the heat will still} parking lots, Medford (6), Natick (8-9) and Stoneham (11) averaging 


be on after the Demo conclave.| auds of around 350 cuffo. 
‘ we , i > aC¢ > > c | 2] . 
Generally in the past, the heat has; Tab for the supermarket parking 


Stew & Oscar current stanza... 
|Dave Romaine trips to Pitt and 


| ‘ ‘ .. P 5 : 
lot tour was paid by Cliquot Club 'Dore’s Club, following his current 


been very closely allied to such | Bottling Co. in ; 3 7 stand at Eddys’, He opens in the 

: : Pde g . a deal with the ; or che Le ee : os 
events as elections and political | Sy : , = Supe chain. | Pa. spot for 11 Gave Aug. 27... 
conventions. What the local citi-| White said the package deal to the bottling firm was for $2,000 for | Enzo Stuarti makes an overnight 
| the four dates, The water show, which is to serve as nucleus of a|hop from Eddys’ to open at the 


zens, or those who patronize joints | 
| outside the Loop, or ordinary busi- 4 b , 

ness conventioneers are supposed | with swimming pools. 
to do for protection after the De-| 


| be determined. 


-40-person show to tour this fall, is being booked into summer hotels 


White, who envisions supermarket parking lots as an upcoming cir- 
ocratic convention is over, is yet to | cuit for vaude acts, was first to book acts on a regular basis into super- 
| market autopark lots early this season. 


Chase Club, St. Louis, Aug. 25, for 
two weeks ... Four Voices in at 
| Wildwood Lakes for their first date 
|in this area ... Don Cornell comes 
| back to Eddys’ Aug. 24 for a fort- 
| night. 























NBC-TV 








Suest Starred August 11th 


ONY BENNETT SHOW 


VARIETY, Sahara, Las Vegas: 
“Harvey Stone . . . Refreshingly humorous 
in his slick monologue . .. pacing is honed 
He has them howling from 


Alan. 


razor sharp, . 

the outset.” 
confidence . . . 

las Vegas Sun, FORREST DUKE: 

“His material is fresh, his songs are good, 

and the gags went over big . . . won the 


crowd over completely.” 


SAHARA, Las Vegas 


Rep.—GENERAL ARTISTS CORPORATION 


“The biggest surprise of this or any other season” « 


LES DEVOR, Las Vegas Review Journal: 


*"The biggest surprise of this or any season 
is Harvey Stone, the new Harvey Stone. He’s 
a delight to watch—all. the old ability is 
there, but now a new relaxation, surety and 
his material is new, unbor- 
rowed and good. 


to the new fall season in television.” 


HARVEY STONE 


Booked for Return Engagements: 


FONTAINEBLEAU, 


VARIETY, Fontainebleau, Miami: 

“Harvey Stone sparks steady howls ... He 
looks and acts the class comic cafe comic, 
thanks to easy, well-timed approach to the 
tablers and his material . . . gags.are steady 
yock earners. Click staging has big time 
touch. End result, a resounding payoff from 
the aud.” Lary. 


GEORGE BURKE, Miami Herald: 

“Harvey Stone, the rollicking Stone, who al- 
lows no moroseness to grow while he’s on 
«+» scores constantly.” 


He should be a blessing 





Opening September 27th 


SHAMROCK 


HOUSTON 


Miami 


Dir.—CHARLES RAPP 
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Beatty Circus Taps Ringling | Circus Review | Olsen & Johnson, Roy Rogers, Other 
Acts After Union Pares Penalties ~~ rower circus Names Booked Into State Fairs 


(Tower, Blackpool, Eng.) 
































The Clyde Beatty Circus will be¢ iaiiieeal ne ae a Columbus, Aug. 14. srantatend shows Aug. 24 through 
* 4 y . e | a. af be . Jeo y |} Aug. J. 
rejuvenated with several = seat Schine Ac ures Hotel tion of The 1956 Tower Circus, | mey Mogers, Ret Folvy. ret Roy Rogers, Dale Evans, Trigger 
formerly worked with the Ringling ; q | directed by Kathleen Williams. | Boone and Polly Bergen are among p,; rade aad Gene af the Planners 
Bros. and Barnum & Bailey Cir- In Glens Falls for 850 Equestrian director, Harold Holt; | the stars who will appear at the will be the grandstand afternoon 
cus. Agreement has been reached eres Henry Lytton. Features|Ohio State Fair running Aug. Shows Aug. 30 through Sept. 2 and 
between the American Guild of Albany, Aug. 14. porveted Cairoli with Paul, Tibor 24-31. also on Saturday night, Sept. 1. 
Variety Artists and Walter mee | The Schine interests of Gheveee |e an ae ae | nets. alnng with his wife, Dale 
nan and Steve McCloskey to oper-' .in. have returned to the Capital| Tom & Poh i tag scons ‘Pega. | evans, Pa rady, and the Sons Marshfield First In 


: he venture formerly headed '— / | on : : of the Pioneers, will appear at Bost 

= wentte, District hotel scene with purchase | Sus and Elephant ‘Lony’ presented | night shows Aug. 24-28 and at mat-| Massachusetts’ "aie tae maa 
“Beatty, who will be an employee of the 200-room Queensbury Hotel | by Jozsi Vinicky, i Kong, j}inees Aug. 24-26, surrounded by | was kicked off by Marshfield Fair, 
of the circus, has signed a stipu!a- in Glens Falls, for $850,000. Sale. Tiner: s Group My eee : rere | novelty acts. which closed a record week Satur- 
tion permitting 25% of his salary |... approved by stockholders of igers § prese nte by ttoert) Foley and the “Ozark Jubilee” | day (11) after opening Sunday (5) 
to be deducted in order to pay his | . _Houcke, Krone s Whi'e, Chestnut | will be attractions on the evenings |to 17,003 paid admissions. Last 
contractual obligations to acts with ,the Glens Falls Hotel Corp. & _Piebald Stallions presented by|\of Aug. 29-30. Tabby West, Slim|year Marshfield Fair was flooded 
the outfit at the time of its folding.| The Schines own a string od ee ay eet Troupe de | West, Marvin Rainwater, Bobby | out by the hurricane on i‘s closing 

With resumption of the Beatty other hotels, including the Roney | peiranes (2) page lly 9 9 Boog | Lord, Sonny James, the Foggy Riv- | day. . 
circus, some of the talent with the Steen enh Giliteess, to Slend , go‘ys, er Boys, and Lennie and GooGoo Eugene W. Burr, operating the 


: > wi he Zemgannos (4), Edith Crock- | a] ill b he ‘o | midwav. sai oO 
-ecently closed Ringling show will : a Th ‘ t also wi e on hand for the two; midway, said takes were up 20 
ae i. taken Aa those | Beach, the McAllister in Miami,|er’s Bears (3), Tower Circusettes; | shows. Jover last year in the ieut theve 





who have agreed to go with the | the Ambassador in Los Angeles and | Tower Orch under Erik Ogden. | Boone, Miss Bergen and Art{days. Roland Tiebor’s Seals and 
Beatty outfit will sign pledges per- | the Northampton Inn, Northamp- 'Mooney’s orch are scheduled for | other circus acts were booked in 
mitting AGVA to deduct monies 'ton, Mass. They operated the Ten The 1956 layout, spiced with the nights of Aug. 24-25. {by Al Martin. Billy Wagner's Auto 





for a fine for not walking out of |E¥ch Hotel in Albany for nine! varied quota of circus acts, again 
the Ringling show when ordered to | Y£@"S; selling it to the Sheraton | , mee Chadiin Calla on 
by the union. Originally nicked Corp. of America in 1954 for sev- | *€@tures ow Vere 8 er Des Moines Aug. 14. the fair, which was first to run 
Sy che unton with 2 anes bane fer oral million dollars. Schine report- | cipal clown, aided by his foil Paul.| Olsen & Johnson's musical revue | pari-mutuels in this state. Handle 
each performer, AGVA has amend- | edly still holds a large mortgage. (Continued on page 61) ‘will head the Iowa State Fair night ! was reported up too. 

ed that to permit single perform- | ‘ : - 

ers to go back for payment of a Faennneee eee EE EE, 
$1,000 fine: doubles, $1,500, and | ce 
trios, $2,000. All turns with more : 
than three would pay $500 for each 
periormer. 


66 99 = 
All former Ringling acts that 
will go with the Beatty show have | all Cali () ll (; 
agreed to pay the fine, and the} 


show managers have agreed to de- 
duct a percentage of their salary to 
pay off the impost. 





— Daredevils did two shows on open- 
Iowa’s Star Bill ing day. It was the 89th year for 






























































Famous Boy-Clown and 


Sherek-Tennent to Do World’s Yo Rie | 
‘Wood’ Jointly at Fest s ungest Ring-Master— 


Edinburgh, Aug. 14. 
Because of the recent illness of : ’ 
Henry Sherek, the impresario, the | e Formerly with Super Circus as 
production of Dylan Thomas’ “Un- 
der Milk Wood,” planned for first SCAMPY, THE CLOWN ... 
week of the International Festival. 
will now be presented by ‘“H. M. 
Tennent Ltd., by arrangement with 


Henry Sherek.” @ At present, Boy Ring-Master on 


Play is to be directed jointly by 
Douglas Cleverdon and Edward Ed Sullivan Show ae 
Burnham. It opens at the Lyceum 
Aug. 21. 


Lo ® Booked i 
Saranac Lake 00 ed into the CNE, Toronto, as 
By Happy Benway Clown and Ring-Master 
. Saranac Lake, N.Y., Aug. 14 August 23 through September 8 


siggest event of the season is 

choosing of “Miss Playground 
of 1956” at the William Morris 
Memorial Playground. The _ kid- 
dies ao all out for this event. Wins AVAILABLE FOR BOOKINGS FROM SEPTEMBER 9 
ner is awarded a doll and various 
prizes are donated by the local 
merchants. It comes off on the 
stage of the Schine Pontiac The- 
atre here. Judges are Mayor A. B 
“Tony” Anderson, manager of the 


theatre: Bob Cosgrove of Colum- 
bia Pictures, Larry Doyle of the 
ol Matty Baseball League and Al 
Bagdasarian of station WNBZ. 


Benny Ressler of the Shamus Club E N T E > c 
| see that every kid gets ice 4 “Ss eS 
cream and cookies. =" RI R I S 0 5 
Louise Zolner into the general . ° 
hospital for the second stage of TELEVISION et International Artist Agency @ CIRCUSES 
the thoracoplasty operation and 
took the ordeal like a_ veteran 
Louis Epstein, too, is showing good THE BEST ACTS IN THE BUSINESS, UNDER EXCLUSIVE CONTRACT, AND 
ults from the recent surgery AVAILABLE FOR IMMEDIATE BOOKING 
Charlotte Eiselman, nitery en- 
tertainer,-in from Long Island for 
































seneral o.o. and rest period, 7 BOKARAS Teeterboard act featuring triple somersault JINX Soo eae The super chimp 
St aga by oe Tae CORDONS Artistry with lashing, snapping whips MARILEX DUO nee: Plate Spinners Extraordinary 
Onohue, wardrobe stress 0 : 
many years’ standing. DAM BROS Tight wire act MISS MARA...........ccscsssse o ; Aerial act 
\ treat was handed to many of ALPHONSE DE JONGHE Chimp act NITA AND PEPPI Knockabout 
¢ patients here _by the sister- PINITO DEL ORO Beautiful Queen of High Trapeze NOVELLOS Ladder balancin 
hood of the Jewish Community LOLA DOBRIT : 9 
Center. Thev were taken to Lake A CH - Tight wire act REBERTES Acrobatic frivolities 
Placid for a boat sail and a dinner 5 FREDONIAS Risley act SCIPLINI CHIMPS Sensational chimps (6) 
sa Pe aan ne pe erat , ; 3 GOETSCHIS Unicycle act SMAHAS Horse dressage with ballerina 
h SF all, backstager at ao ‘ ia ; aie 
Apollo Theatre, N. Y., in ac- “ — Jungle Comedy DIETER TASSO ‘inique Juggler 
panied by his wife for a two- IVANKO QUARTET Casting acro TONI The Monkey Girl 
‘ak ae — a niger te check- THE IVANOVS ‘. Horizontal bars TONITO Wire act, forward somersault 
lich got him an all-clear re- ; 12g 
to keep on working. JANOS AND BOGYO Aristocrats of Acrobats TAKEO USUI Japanese daredevil—''Slide for Life™ 
er] Dennis egit and tv _ ‘ - , 
he Png Mle She = In addition, we are also in a position to offer for bookings, 
ed her health he re and at a over 230 other outstanding novelty and circus acts. 


nt checkup rated an excellent 


Tt aun ite eas AL DOBRITCH ENTERPRISES 


Xth annual Adirondack antique 


made a few purchases and (Associated with Frank Sennes) 
en was off for her summer camp 
m 3 ~~ stag — . MAIN OFFICE CHICAGO OFPICE EUROPEAN OFFICE 
rar matenae tees co aes NEW YORK Mgr.: Kurt Oranto Mgr.: Franz Kotter 
build a Treasure Island attraction 200 W. 57th Street 203 North Wabash Arndtstrasse 17, 
®n land near the Stevenson Cot- COlumbus 5-4682-3 Financial 6-4239 Frankfort-Main, Germany 


Project is sponsored by Phil 
ise and the committee hopes to 
William Morris Jr. to take a 
d in the planning of the attrac- NOTICE e« Al Dobritch is no longer associated with George Hamid. Our purpose in publishing the above message is to. announce our ability 
lion. - “*and willingness to supply top acts for all branches of the entertainment field. 


Write to those who are ill. } 


tr 


Phone: 7-77778 
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House Reviews 


4 r institution that is as much a must 
Musie Hall, N. ¥. for tourists as the Empire State 


Leon Leonidoff production with | Bldg, or the Statue of Liberty. 
The Music Hall remains a re- 





Albert Sturm, Elliott Reid, George | 
Sawtelle, Tamara Manookian, Kath- 


| minder to showmen that it’s the | 


Moon,” changing the mood next 
with “Birth of the Blues.” 
| Next, into his pianistic 
‘giving “Jeepers Creepers” 


items, 
and 


|Stay” at the ivories, both from his 
'own recordings. Segues with his 
leurrent hit of “Mountain 
Greenery” and, after false exit, re- 
|turns to offer a lively session on 
'the drums to gain solid mitting. 

Torme, on this showing, 


ryn Kelly, Frank Lester, Ten Mon- | show that counts and not the many new customers via his appeal 
son, Angelo Nicelli, Raymond Paige names. The Hall will spend up- | both youngsters and oldsters, 
Orch: sets, James Stewart Morcom; wards of $25,000 on a single dis- ee _warm, om ad _per- 
costumes, Frank Spencer; lighting, | play, but the acts are selected for sonality. He gets completely away 


Eugene Braun; lyrics, Al Stillman; | their relation to the rest of the 

Roxyettes routined by Russell Mar-| proceedings and_ not for their 

kert: Corps de Ballet by Margaret | name value. The Music Hall is the 

Sande: “High Society” (M-G), re-| basic draw, and acts are 

viewed in Variety July 18, '56. the incidentals that carry out the 

———_— ideas of its producers. 

Radio City Music Hall, nearing | The Music Hall is oo eggs ae 

: entities, oasial only holdover of a golden age o 

its 25th enneaiataaniagy iad continues as stageshows that had its great ex- 

the ace showease in the country. A | pressions in the Paramount-Publix 
combination of top films and eye: 


presentations, the Fanchon & Mar- 
filling stageshows has produced an | 


co displays and the creations of 
Samuel (Roxy) Rothafel. Leon Le- 








results are generally an 






| of the living theatre. 

| The present stager, presented by 
| Leonidoff, seems like an allout et- 
'fort. Probably one of the more 
|impressive numbers staged in this 
/house is a lavish underwater se- 
| quence, in which Kirby’s flying ap- 
paratus have girls hanging on them 
and doing some spectacular stunts. 





well as front projection on a scrim 
heightens the illusion of aquatic 
scenics. Tamara Manookian, Kath- 
ryn Kelly, Frank Lester, Ted Mon- 
son and Angelo Nicelli provide the 
terps and acrobatics that help put 
this scene over. 

The Glee club with George Saw- 
telle fronting works in a yacht club 
bar that sets the scene. Al Still- 
man’s special lyrics aid the cause 
tremendously. The Rockettes in a 
Hawaiian number, per always, hit 
the measure of the house. This 
time, the routine includes a hand 
drill that proves a good point of 
interest. 

The outside acts are by Albert 
Sturm (New Acts) and Elliot Reid, 
who pokes fun at the present po- 
litical scene. His impression of a 
series of windbags at a political 
convention and his rib of commen- 
| tators covering the scene make his 
|act a timely and laugh-provoking 
| bit. 




















eon coryphees 





NICK 
LUCAS 


Now Playing thru Aug. 27 
FRED OLIVERA’S 
RESTAURANT 


Anchorage, Alaska 

















baton went flying through the air. 
The crew got a prodigious mitt for 




















merely | 


average | 
theatregoer’s idea of the grandeur | 


Raymond Paige conducts the MH | 


from rut of song-after-song, avoids 
well-worn paths of inter-tune gab- 
bing, and comes up with as satisfy- 
ing an act as any American has of- 
fered here this year. Colin Beaton 


Wins | 











ee 











j}ense and Connie handle the front 
|door but firmly. No ringers get 
| past these handsome dames, prob- 
|}ably the most high-styled ladies 
'to watch the wicket since the in- 
domitable Mrs, Charlie Sparks. 
Their father, Ernesto, watches 
‘them to keep all wolves away and 
there is always Baghongi, the 
| dwarf, who has been the Cristiani 
groom for the past 36 years, since 


Continued from page 55 


| Big Top Lure 


_Gershwin’s “Our Love Is Here to} 








performing giant cloud swings 
while ballet girls work end ladders. 
Clowns redo Polidor’s old boxing 
routine with Baghongi as referee. 
Harry Dann is equestrian director, 


‘Harry D, as announcer, 


| 


Big tent seats 3,000 and is not 


|large enough. There was a turn- 


| 
| 


early wagon shows in Italy, and | 
who now doubles as clown and 
bouncer. 


eo ng conning with nore ” Gals Count Up First 

| Suppor ayou is oO airish : in : : 
istrength, but weighed down spe- Hortense and her sister are spot- 
cialty-wise, and a strong British ted late in the bill = they | 
'comedy single would have strenght- first “count up. (Show people, | 
'ened the bill. Three Toledos liven well represented from Westport, | 


|up as accordion-playing 
and the Kordas engage 


openers, 
in some 


try an Old Mother Reilly impres- 
'sion which doesn’t click because 
this humor style is losing fashion. 

Rey Overbury, assisted 
shapely Suzette, plays the con- 
certina while seated on folding 
stool that jumps back at him when 
|depressed, and moves _ readily 
|across stage. He also tap-dances 


| and introduces comedy of simple 


by 


; hings going wrong. Lionel King 

TIVOLI THEATRE ‘he sets are applause-winners and | '?!n8s 6 5 ne 
Sydney, Australia The sets are app sive the im- | 8ives a magico act with playing 
12th Week pression of marine life. Rear as |cards_ and audience participation. 


|The Courtneys, adagio, and Mere- 
faux & Liliane, acro act, are both 
{in New Acts. Bobby Dowds orch 
| Showbacks, Gord. 


Palace, N. Y. 

Berk & Hallow, Ted Lester, Milt 
| Douglas & Priscilla, Lilyan Cavel, 
| Rebertes (3), Los Zeas (2), Don 
‘Cummings, Joe Howard, Kal Kirby 
|House Orch; “The Proud Ones” 
| (20th), reviewed in Variety May 
| 31, 56. 

With Joe Howard heading the 
| eight-act bill this session, the Pal- 
is 


ace magic-carpeied back to its 
|}vaude heyday. The octogenarian 
|Tin Pan Alleyite and troubadour 


| of the 90s is hardly as spry as the 
| proverbial chicken, but his spirit 
is youthful and his performance 
jis lively and contagious. He dishes 
up the nostagia that appealing 
| to the Palace's contingent of vaude 
| diehards. 


1S 


at cantoenligge Apes Writer of some 600 songs, How- 
|symph through a vigorous inter) arq “and-then-I-wrote’s” his wav 
| pretation of a Lecuona medley. At! through a group of his top tunes, 
one point, during his exposition of including “Hello My Baby” and “I 
the Latino rhythms, part of the| wonder Who’s Kissing Her Now.” 


Latter was the basis of George Jes- 
sel’s biopic of Howard. Known as 


this musical contribution. Jose. a “descriptive” singer at the height 

. ee es of his career, Howard displays his 

Empire. Glasgow ability in that department with a 

Glasgow, Aug. 7 rousing, interpretive rendition of 

Mel Torme (with Colin Beaton),| Jerome Kern’s “Old Man River.” 

cousmanaae sania CORP. Connor & Drake, Rey Overbury & aie years have been kind to 
Chicago ® Milwaukee @ Minneapolis Suzette; Mereaux & Liliane, The Hi ward's pipes, and with the aid 
Courtneys (2), Lionel King, The | 0f a mike, his voice comes through 

= = - aa ———= | Kordas (3), The Toledos (3). Bob- sharp and clear. The aud is with 
hy Dowds Orch. him all the way, He completes his 

COMEDY MATERIAL i stint with a strut, cakewalk and 
For Al Branches of Theatricale Mel Torme, on first trip here, ro nagel iced Saceeee eure 
; 2 fu: n uthtu - lers, 

FUN-MASTER scores solidly with fully entertain- but it has a charm that is heart- 


ing act, his tunes being spiced with 
comedy. Youngish warbler pleases 
his growing body of fans with ver- 
satility and a cheerful approach, 


THE ORIGINAL SHOW-BIZ GAG FILE 
(The Service of the STARS) 
First 13 Files $7.00—All 35 issues $25 


he pegs around a travesty of Billy 
Daniels’ style. Singer then calls 
for sexy lights and renders “Blue 


2.) W. 54th St., New York 19—Dept. V 
Circle 7-1130 












































THE HOTTEST NAME IN SHOW BUSINESS 


YE wr sores 


FOR THE BEST IN ENTERTAINMENT 


250 S. Broad St., Philadelphia 2, Pa. 
Phone: Kingsley 5-1665 Phone: PEnnypacker 5-7083 








warming. He closes to a heavy mit- 
ting, warranting a begoff speech. 
Dick Berk & Bunny Hallow open 


Singliy; $1.05 per script. ia, uh acaiee t “iano “aie 
Se ER giving impression all through that the anza with pleasant tapology 
@ 3 Bks. PARODIES, per book $10 @ he’s enjoying his encores Youthful pair have a nice person- 
@ MINSTREL BUDGET $25 @ dies, Hee 5. al saath . ality and succeed in conveying it 
@ 4 BLACKOUT BKS., ea. bk. $25 a Opens brightly with “That's En-|" os the footlights. Ted bs 
@ BLUE BOOK (Gags for Stags) $50 @ | tertainment,” then into “No Other | 2¢ross the footlights. Ted Lester, 
HOW TO MASTER THE CEREMONIFS [7 4.4 Segues with a comedy bit, | i" the deuce spot, is a novelty mu- 
GIANT CLASSIFIED ENCYCLOPEDIA | takeoff on a Hollywood film of nae a displaying his talents via 
OF GAGS, $300. Worth over athousand | the African jungle, leading from "4 f a dozen miniature instruments 
te 53.2.9 this into “Old Black Magic,” which | hich he pulls out of his flowing 
BILLY GLASON cloak. Nabs a nice reception. 


Comedian Milt Douglas, teamed 
with Priscilla as a foil, clowns his 
way through tried and tested mate- 
rial good for an occasional laugh. 


eae ey : In the main, however, the stuff is 
| : 
Latest ABC-PAR Record dated. Lilyan Cavel, in her second 
Chigger Chigger Wa Wa b/w Remember When Palace outing, scores as a pop 
chirper, relying mainly on a med- 
ini le of oldies Don Cummings is a 
i} comedian of the Will Rogers-Herb 
ij; Shriner school. He comes out with 
To-night (Aug. 15 Sunday, Aug. 19 ij! a lariat as a prop, drops a cou] 
| ff } | . , | ep.! ) and 
FRANKIE LAINE WOOLWORTH | of short yarns and one-liners and 
el |j | cueceeds in convulsing a small seg 
SHOW HOUR ij; ment of the audience. Kal Kirby’s 
CBS-TV CBS house orch provides topnotch show 
hacking 
| Mgt. BILL MITTLER, 1619 Broadway, New York Hacking r 
—_ : A CBs Aaa H8 e ‘ Rebertes and Los Zeas are re- 
Holl. 


viewed under New Acts. 


CHANDU’'S TOLEDO RAP 


Toledo, Aug. 14. 
Chandu the Magician, known 
privately as Clarence Hunter, of 
{East Orange, N. J., has been 


charged wiih robbery in a $50 
j}holdup of a restaurant on July 27, 
while traveling through Toledo to 


Peoria, Il. 
4 Bond of $5,000 was set. 








| loved this.) 
balancing act with Freddie Cane- 


Hortense does a slick | 


| ther a long time ago. 


. ange | Geft juggling, one of the two gals| strelli, formerly of the Big One. 
| backed by a capable staff, | @ 5 a e. : : eh ’ 
’ i. poy - ged aaa, and | in the troo skipping while simul-| They use a plank and roller. 
ail : | Russell Markert takes over period- | neously ie. ane & Younger sister works five ele- 
3 Peasy ‘e ‘-oduction: the | Prake, longtime english uo, phants for closing. Show carries | 
icaily in his own produc ‘amuse with routine cross-talk, and 


nine bulls, one of them being spot- | 


| ted early in the bill for a mitt-get- 


ting solo routine with Oscar Crist- | 


away of more than 1,000 at mat- 
inee here, just capacity at night. 
Peekskill, N.Y. reported two turn- 
aways Tuesday (7). Family hopes 
to save enough this year to acquire 
new, loftier big top for next sea- 
son, thus permitting flying acts 
admittedly a drawback. 

The Cristianis have always been 
a class outfit and their fleet of 
personal Coupe de Villes hauling 
the circus trailers is a long way 
from the gypsy wagons in which 
Baghongi joined up with their fa- 














“‘THE COMEDIAN” 


The Only Real Monthiy 
PROFESSIONAL GAG SERVICE 


' turned over to the grand jury here, | 


' keep a professional engagement in | 


iani. 
Two prize acts were unhappily 
omitted at showing here. Daviso, 


THE LATEST! THE GREATEST! 
THE MOST-UP-TO-DATEST! 


understander, had bad back and Now in its 73rd issue, containing 
. > . orfor sir stories, one-liners, poemeites, song 
t = could not perform theit titles, hecklers, audience stuff, mono: 
teeter board acrobatics. And Lucio logs, parodies, double gags, bits, 
vas afraid to use his bareback | J ideas, seats smarestians one im- 
al ersonations, political, interruptions, 

horses on exceedingly stony lot. | Sncasis ot te Eee, Mareen 
Incidentally Daviso no longer does |} Views of the News, etc. Start with 
current issue, $15 yearly — 2 years 


his perch act, long a standard with 
Ringling Show. But he has plenty 
to make up for it, including stylish | 
high school riding. | 


$28 — 3 years $40 — NO C.0O.D.’'s. 


BILLY GLASON 
200 W. 54 St., New York 19 











| Despite defections there was a 











| sufficient succession of standard 

‘turns that delighted audience. RAY ROMAINE 
Tommy Paris and Abbe Davis 

pound the trampoline and Manuel | and CLAIRE 
Zacchini, fugitive from a cannon | “Delightfully 
act, performs whip-cracking feats Different” 
with his wife Katie. It is their 

daughter Delilah Zacchini who Opening 
turns out to be the bright new tal- August 20th 
ent on the bill. Youngster working 4 WEEKS 

on a single trap, does head balanc-| porcwester 
ing routine high above arena, ENGLAND 


closely following pattern establish- | 


. Paris, Stockholm, 
ed by Ella Ardelty many seasons ris, Stockholm 


Oslo and Belgium 


ago and brought to perfection by to Follow 
Pinta del Oro. Delilah is a looker Direction 
too but does not yet know how to} , EW AND 


LESLIE GRADE 


take a bow. She should watch her 











mother, a circus aristocrat. 





Also socko is Menuel Baragan, 


OCTOGENARIAN TROUPER | ENTERTAINMENT 


BOOKER 


JOE E. HOWARD'S BIOG 

; WANTED 

Joe E owar -urrent] t the 

) = =. & , wd, currently at the (Man or Woman) Permanent salaried 
Palace, N. Y., is probably the old- position for qualified individual with 
est active variety artist in the majol agency, representing road 

et ae _ “s i shows, variety acts, and other travel- 
COUNnLrY, The octogenarian song ling attractions. An opportunity for 
and dance man as well as song- progressive individuals to advance fi 
writer. is still a very spry gent as nancially and earn a secure future. 
is evidenced by his act and the Send photo, references, and full 
fact that, at this date, he has gone details (ail held confidential) to 
in for his autobiog in a tome en- Box 388, c/o VARIETY, 
titled ‘‘Gay Nineties Troubador.” 154 West 46th St., New York 36, N. Y. 





He is publishing it himself. 














In this paperback edition, How- | = 


ard indicates that he has quite a 
photographic memory and still a 
rather florid and sometime Victor- 


WHEN IN BOSTON 
It's the 


ian style of expression Maybe | 

time has dimmed the recollection | 

of some facts, and the book shows HOTEL AVERY 
the need of some closer editing, 

especially where names are con- The Home of Show Folk 
cerned. However, it’s a readable} ‘ 

effort in which he tells almost | Avery & Washington Sts. 


including his many | Radio in Every Room 


marriages. Somewhat disappoint- 


everything, 



















ing is the fact that Howard, with 





the rep of an able and entertaining 
conversationalist, failed to include 


YVONNE MORAY 

















any dialog in this book. Instead, Currently 

it’s a straight recitative, but one MAGIC INN 
crammed with a good picture of SEATTLE. WASH. 
show biz spanning many decades : 

Although Howard doesn’t dwell MILTON DEUTSCH AGENCY P 
on it, he makes no secret of the 9157 Sunset Blvd., Hollywood, Calif. 
bitter feelings between his son and 
himself Like everything — else, , ; 
this episode is discussed rather WANTED 
sketchily, But his accounts of his | Top material sketches and comedy 
playdates and other aspects of his |] songs for late fall Broadway pro- 
theatrical career are written about duction of “Love Is King,” a new 
more fully, musical revue. Reply to:—ROSS 

It seems from this book that POST OFFICE BOX 321 
he’d rather talk about show biz NEW YORK 19, N. Y. 
than anything else. Jose. 

















Announcing the Opening of Offices of 
Harry Arthur 
LAWRENCE — TREFFEISEN ASSOCIATES 


at 250 West 57th Street, New York City 
CIrcie 6-7166 
Associates — JULIUS KAMINSKY @ SARITA HERNANDEZ 
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VARIETY BILLS 


WEEK OF AUGUST 15 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of show 


whether full or split week 


Letter in parentheses indicates circuit: (1) Independent; (L) Loew; (M) Moss; 
(P) Paramount; (R) RKO; (S) Stoll; (T) Tivoli; (W) Warner 








NEW YORK CITY 


Music Hall (R) 17 


Corps de Ballet 
Tamara Mancokian 
Kathryn Kelly 
Frank Lester 

Ted Monson 
Angelo Nicelli 
Rockettes 

George Sawtelle 


Bobby Brandt 
Leonardo & Anita 
Lee Sullivan 
Arnauts 
Alphonse 
Lee Davis 
Great Barton 


Berge 


Albert Sturm Paramount (P) 17 
mines eed | Frank Sinatra 
Palace (P) 17 |T & J Dorsey Ore 
Cycling Kirks | Joey Bishop 
AUSTRALIA 
SYDNEY Trio Gipsys 
Tivoli (T) 13 | Salici Puppets 


Rayes & Faye 
Jack Powell 
B Banks & Part 
Barbour Bros. & 
ve@an 
Rih-Aruso 
Bill Finch 
Lawman & Joy 
Barry Rugless 
Robert O’Donnell 
Alwyn Leckie 
Adele Inge 
Lamb & Rahlen 
Barbara Howe 
Reg Park 
Joe Whitehouse 
Wim de Jong 
Geoff Thorne 
Dorothy Hickey 


NEW ZEALAND 
CHRISTCHURCH 


Majestic (T) 13 
Hite & Stanley 
Howell & Radcliffe 


Neal & Newton 


| Laycock & Maureen 


| 





Stuffy Bryant 
Jenny Howard 
Alain Diagora 
Leon Cortez 

Frank Ward 

J McCormack 
Daniel Davey 


NEWTON 


Elizabethan (T) 13 


| Philip Stainton 


Percy Marmont 
Noel Howlett 
Richard Beynon 
Nicolette Bernard 
Edward Hepple 
Barbara Wyndon 
Harvey Adams 
Frank Taylor 
Mayne Lynton 
Osmond Wenban 
Victor Lloyd 
Nancye Stewart 
Stewart Finch 


Ross & La Pierre Carole Taylor 
BRITAIN 
BLACKPOOL ; DERBY 
Palace (I) 13 Hippodrome ‘(M) 13 
Albert Modley Phyllis Dixey 
Edna Savage Norman Thomas 
M & B Winters Kay Elvin 


Francis Langford’s 
Co. 
4 Najarros 
Hollander & Hart 
Paulette & Renee 
Pip Hinton 
Matt Leamore 
Arthur Sumner 
eshte Gardens 
a) 
Dave King 
Shani Wallis 
Mrs. Shufflewick 
Jones & Arnold 
Warren, Devine 
Sparks 
Sonny Roy 
Margaret West 
4 King Tones 
Opera House (1!) 
G & B Bernard 
Eve Boswell 
Freddie Frinton 
Patricia Dahl 
Lane Bros 
Hall, Norman 
Ladd 
Ghezzi Bros 
BRISTOL 
Hippodrome (M) 
David Whitfield 
Hedley Ward 3 
George Martin 
Richman & Jackson 
Grangor Bros 
Frances Duncan 
Kazan & Katz 
BRIXTON 
Empress (1) 13 
Jimmy Wheeler 
Dennis Hale 
Alma Warren 
Winters & Fielding 
Cox Twins 
Miles Twins 


BIRMINGHAM 
Hippodrome (M) 
Al Martino 
Sylva & Audrey 
Peter Cavanagh 
Joan Kayne 
Max Geldray 
Trio Warren 
Fred Atkins 
S rpe & Iris 

BRADFORD 
Alhambra (M) 
Be Miller 
Dorothy Reid 
Kirk Stevens 
El Granadas 
Thunderclap Jones 
Peter Quinton 


& 


13 


ty 


Walter Niblo 
Duo Russmar 
Leslie Welch 
Bashful Boys 
BRIGHTON 
Hippodrome (M) 13 
Ruby Murray 
Reg Dixon 
rommy Fields 
\ rey Jeans 
D& D Remy 
» ions 
( . 


Belles & Beaux 

Jack Simpson 

Una Stubbs 

Ger Mitchell 
CARDIFF 
New (M) 

Daniels 

Clifford Stanton 

I abeth & Collins 

Jack Anton 

Two Columbos 

Tex McLeod 

Rita Martell 

A & V Shelley 
CHELSEA 

,, Palace (1) 13 

yimmy French 

Muldoon & O’Gray 

fiolet Tye 

Grayson Cousins 

Douglas Creek 

Margo Austin 

Terry Shaw 

Can-Can Etts 

Jimmy Russ 

Kim Leopold 


Co. 


13 


_ COVENTRY 
Hippodrome (1) 13 
ana 


Morecambe & Wise 
Cherry Wainer 
Allen Bros. & June 
Walthon & Dorraine 
Jackie Ross 
Gunter & Partner 
Frank Cook 





| Prince 


| Edna 


Bob Grey 
4 Cassandras 
Three Toledos 
Jack Tracy 
Frank Preston 
EDINBURGH 
Empire (M) 13 
Jimmy Gay 
Lana La Verne 
Sisters 
Ron Dillon 
White & Simone 
E & J Romano 
Eve Williams 
Honey Duprez 
Tinsiey 


| Kordas 


| K & \ 


|; Will ¢ 


| George 


| Goga 


| 
| 





— 


FINSBURY PARK 
Empire (M) 13 
Eddie Gray 
& K Ross 
Jimmy Wheeler 
A & Black 
Arthur English 
Joan Rhodes 
Dawn White Co. 
Shipway Twins 
GLASGOW 
Empire (M) 
Hilltoppers 
Glynn 
3axter 
Puppets 


B 


13 


Billy 
Mumford’s 
en Young 
Hill & Billy 
arr & 
Pirates 
HANLEY 
Royal (M) 
G. H. Elliott 
Hetty King 
Randolph Sutton 
Billy Danvers 
fohnson & Clark 
Benson Dulay Co, 
Jill Jayes 
> & A Gerard 
LIVERPOOL 
Empire (M)~ 13 
Mel Torme 
Flack & Lueas 
Bamberger & Pam 
(ourtneys 
eaux & 
Overbury & 
LEICESTER 
Palace (M) 13 
Svd Seymour 
Revel & Fields 
rroubletones 
De Long & Delysia 
LONDON 
Metropolitan 
Tony Brent 
4 Grads 
Davy Kaye . 
Geoffrey Lenner 
Esme Levante 
George & Lydia 
Chic & Candy Ross 
& Partner 
MANCHESTER 
Palace (M) 13 
Jimmy Young 
Stan Stennett 
Jon Pertwee 
Joan Turner 
Schaller Bros 
Valerie Tandy 
Devine & King 
Darmora Ballet 
Mitchell Singers 
20 Dancing Stars 
NEWCASTLE 
Empire (M) 13 
Smith Bros. 
Murray & Maidie 
Billie Anthony 
Paige & Co. 
Buster Fiddess 
Girl Friends 
T & P Derrick 
Sheila Armstrong 
Bill Muttit 
N 


Part 


Two 


13 


atan 
Liliane 


Mer 


(I) 13 


Hippodrome 

Terry Cantor 

Pauleen Penny 

Hal Swain 

Andrew Allen 

Red. Preston 

Susan Scott 

Gabrielle 

Brian Seymour 

Kenny Cantor 

Jackie Foy 

Six Saucy Syrens 
NOTTINGHAM 
Empire (M) 13 

Dowler & Rogers 

Golding & Stewart 


| 


| 


1 








| 


| Fran 


j 
| 
| 


| 


| 


Suzette } 


| Mighty 





Flying Renoes | 
Wayne & Clifford 
Billy Hancox 





Marie Benson 
Ron Scott 
Joe Hendereon 


Don Bennett Connor & Drake 
PORTSMOUTH Anal noen 
Royal (M) 13 | “o 
David Nixon SWANSEA 
Johnny Stewart | Empire (M) 13 
Reg Varney |Les Traversos 


4 Jones Boys 
Aileen Cochrane 
Paula Marshall 
Francois & Zandra 
Bertha Ricardo 
Godfrey James 


SOUTHAMPTON 

Grand (1) 13 
Tommy Godfrey 
Ragoldie Bros. 
Dee 
Billy Livingston 
Ros & Ramaya 
Coral Gaye 


| Lyndons 
| Terry James 
Jan Harding 


Joan Hinde 
Earle & Vaughan 
Lita Roza 
Nelson Bros. 
Issy Bonn 
Georgette 
TOOTING 
Granada (I) 
Robert Earl 
Jack Beckitt 
Patsy Sylva 
Averil & Aurel 
Will Carr & 
WCOLWICH 
Granada (1) 
Lilian Edmonds 
Peter Sterling 
Ruth Leslie 


13 


13 











| Dick Gautier 


Joey Carter 
Bart Howard 
Jimmy Lyons 
Chardas 
Anny Kapitanny 
Lili 
Bela Babai Ore 
Tibor Rakossy 
Bill Yedla 
Dick Marta 
Chateau Madrid 
Helen Aimee 


; Carlos Valadez Ore 


Copacabana 
Al Bernie 
rour Lads 
Bob De Voye 
Bob Travis 
Dorothy Malone 
Douglas Clarke 
Michael Durso Ore 
Frank Marti Ore 
Duplex 
McCormick & 
Bob Dorough 
Ada Moore 
No. 1 Fifth Ave 
Cedrone & Mitchell 
Ann Jewett 
Bob Downey 
Harold Fonville 
Hot’l H’‘nry Hudson 
Joan Bishop 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Eddie Lane Orc 
Hotel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 


Huff 


| Rietro & Giovanni David Michael 
SUNDERLAND | Steve Marlow 
Empire (M) 13. | Viera Shelley 
David Hughes | Elizabeth James 
Delicados Three Dukes 
Cabaret Bills 
NEW YORK CITY 
Blue Angel Ray Bari Ore 


Latin Quarter 
Betty George 
Harmonica Rascals 
Szony & Patti 
Trio Bassi 
Eileen O’Dare 
Jo Lombardi Ore 
B Harlowe Ore 

Park Sheraton 
Alan Logan 
Eddie Layton 

Versailtes 
Lou Nelson 
Nancy Donovan 
Bergman & Patti 
Salvatore Gioe Orc 
Panchito Orc 

Viennese Lantern 
Margarita Sierra 
Luc Poret 
Ernest Schoen Ore 
| Harold Sandler 
Paul Mann 


Village Barn 





| Frank Matthews 
Johnny Gilbert 

| Vivian Swanson 
Larry McMahon 
Piute Pete 

| Harry Ferdel Orc 

lIrving Harris 


Waldorf-Astoria 
| Los Chavales 
Trini Reyes 
Emil Coleman Orc 
| Mischa Borr Ore 
Village Vanguard 


Hotel St. Regis iC Williams Trio 
Milt Shaw Ore Maxine Sullivan 
CHICAGO 


Black Orchid 
Warren 
Dave Gardner 
Buddy Charles 
Blue Angel 
“Calypso Latina” 
Zoila D’San 
Rafael Ery 
Panther 
Betty Lewis 
Al D’Lacy Ore 
Bive Note 
Les Brown 


Grayco 
Chez Paree 
Brian Farnon Ore 
Cloister Inn 
Lurlean Hunter 


Ad’r’bls 


Pat Moran 4 

Dick Marx 

| Johnny Frigo 
Conrad Hilton 


|*‘Wonderful Time” 
| Shirley Linde 
Michael Meehan 
} Neff & Voss 
;} Jan Tors 
The Torianis 
'D Arnold & Marji 
Virg*nia Sellers 
John Keston 


| Boulevar-Dears & 
| Boulevar-Dons 
|F, Masters Orc 
London House 
Teddy Wilson 3 
Paimer House 
Harry Belafonte 
"Charlie Fisk Ore 


LOS ANGELES 


Ambassador Hotel 
Hildegarde 
Blackburn Twins 
F, Martin Ore 


Bar of Music 
Elsa Oria 
Dick Curtis 
Carlos Noble 
Ruben Moreno Orc 


Biltmore Hotel 
Dave Barry 
Albins (2) 
Alcettys (2) 

Kay Cee Jones . 
Hal Derwin Orc 


Ciro-ette Room 


Sherman Hayes Orc | 


El Rancho Vegas 

Joe E Lewis 

Lili St Cyr 

Renee Molnar Dners 

Flamingo 

Gisele Mackenzie 

Goofers 

Augie & Margo 

Ron Fletcher Dncrs 

L. Basil Ore 
Golden Nugget 

Harry Ranch Ore 

Poly Possum 

Joe Wolverton 

Eddie Gomez 
New Frontier 

Judy Garland 

Amin Bros. 

Venus Dancers 

Garwood Van Ore 

Riviera 
“Blackouts” 


Crescendo 
Martinez 
Ames 
Allen 
Mocambo 
Arthur Ellen 
}Carmen D’Antonio 
}Carl Carelli Trio. 
Paul Hebert Orc 
Moulin Rouge 
Johnny Ray 
Slate Bros. 


Tony 
April 
Larry 


Ore 


} 


i 

| 

| 

} 

(3) 

| Ffolliott Charlton 
Eddie O’Neal Ore 
| Statler Hotel 
; Aileen Stanley Jr. 
|Chop Chop & 
Charlene 


| Mary Meade French | Frederick & Tanya 
Mischa Novy Ore } Eddy Bergman Ore 
Geri Galian Orc | Fajardo Org 
LAS VEGAS 
Desert Inn + Ken Murray 
Gordon MacRae | Marie Wilson 
Jackie Miles Dorben Dners 
Sheila Stephens Ray Sinatra Ore 
Donn Arden Dnecrs Sahara 
Carlton Hayes Orc} Ames Bros 
Dunes Peggy King 
Count Basie Ore G Moro Ders 
Joe Williams |Cee Davidson Ore 
Cortez Sands 
Uncle Willy |Robt Merrill 
Bobby Clark | Louis Armstrong 
Scarlett Rebel ; Velma Middleton 


| Copa Girls 
| A. Morelli Ore 
Showboat 
Stuart Allen 
Judy Smith 
Showboat Girls 
Mike Werner Ore 
Silver Slipper 
Fawzia Amir 
Haller 
Hank Henry 
Sparky Kaye 
Mac Dennison 
Cliff Ferre 
J. Cavanaugh 
Slipperettes 
G. Redman Ore 
Thunderbird 
Dorothy Collins 
Arthur Ellen 
Landre & Verna 
Thunderbird Dncrs 
Al Jahns Ore 





| Beth Challis 


Ptnr. | 








MIAMI-MIAMI BEACH 


Bar of Music 
Bill Jordan 
Gina Valente 
Hal Fisher 


Jacques Donnet Orc 
Nautilus 
Frankie Scott 
Marion Powers 
Antone & Ina 


Harvey Bell Svd Stanley Ore 
Fred Thompson Murray Franklin's 
Ciro’s Don Rickles 

Eden Roc Bobby Sherwood 
Dick Contino Jo Ann Miller 
Vicki Young Peter Brady 
J Conrad Dancers | Murray Franklin 
Mal Malkin Ore 1 Von Smith 
Chuey Reyes Ore San Soucl Hciel 

Fontainebleau Larry K Nixon 
Davis & Reese Gil Marr 
Rose Marie Sammy Walsh 
Palermo Bros. Freddy Calo Ore 
Stuart Morgan 3 Seville 
Sacasas Orc Kirby Stone 4 


Isle cde Capri Tommy Ryan 
Herkie S yles ‘Johnny Silvers Or« 
Eleanor Luckey |Rey Mambo Ore 
Buddy Lewis Ore 5 O'Clock 

Leon & Eddie's (| Brandy Martin 
Can-Can Girls Al Golden 


Flash O’¥arrell 
Marian Wilkens 


Tommy Raft 
Parisian Rev 





Denise Vagabonds Club 

Atoma Fontane Sisters 
Lucerne Hotel Stanton & Peddie 

Maxie Rosenbloom | Cardini 

Lucerne Lovelies 6 |The Archers 

Elaine Deming Frank Linale Ore 


Mel Green Woody Woodbury 





HAVANA 
Sans Souci S Suarez Orq 
Bergaza & Tarraza A Romeu Org 
Diana Carol Pepe Biondi 
Roberto Barcelo Tito Hernandez 
D’ Aida Armanda Roblan 
Ortega Ore Carlos Faxa 
Nacional Lago Sisters 
Malu Gatica Rafi Munoz 
| Gali Gali Monimartre 
R Ortega Ore Xiomara Alfaro 
W. Reves Ore Barrancos 
Tropicana Casino Playa Org 
Gloria & Rolando Fajardo Orc 
RENO 
Mardi Gras Lounge; Smith Twins 
Billy Duke Skylets 
Dick Morgan Eddie Fitzpatrick 
Penthouse 4 Riverside 
Music Makers Dorothy Shay 
Mapes Skyroom Starlets (8) o 
Mickey Rooney Bill Clifford Ore 
LAKE TAHOE 
Biltmore Barry Gordon 
Woody Herman Don Dellair 
Herb Jeffries Wonder & Banks 
Diane Lefti Eve Marley 
Cal-Nevettes 
Cal Neva Matty Malneck Orc 
Red Buttons Harrahs Club 
Eileen Barton Mary Kaye Trio 


| pendent 


} —and 














Jerry Wald 


=a Continued from page 3 


—— 
top industry execs to the inde- 
field. In recent 
Darryl F. Zanuck stepped down as 
production chief at 20th for an in- 
dependent status and Don Nart- 
man exited a similar post at Para- 
mount to turn indie. 


months, 


Wald’s project, however, appears 
to be the most ambitious to date. 
His agreement calls for a minimum 
of 18 films in the next five years 
there is no ceiling to the 
agreement. Wald has always been 
a believer in heavy production and 
it seems likely, if he can find prop- 
erties which both he and 20th feel 


lare suitable, that Wald may do as 


| formula. 


;erties although he 


many as six pictures a year. Part 
of his setup, it’s understood, will 
include co-production deals, 

Twentieth will finance all the 
Wald product and profits will be 
split according to an undisclosed 
Studio and Wald must 
mutually agree on properties, cast 
and budget before each film 
before the cameras. 

Thus far, Wald has set no 
has been nego- 
tiating for some simultaneous with 
his negotiations on the 20th co 
tract. As a result of meetings 
week, he expects to be able to put 
the first.two films before the 
cameras before the end of the year 


t 4 
goes 


prop- 


l- 
this 


and is aiming at a total of ten 
| films in the first 18 months of his 


contract. Agreement, incidentally. 


| permits him to begin developing a 


an 


| Tisch 





stable- of talent on both exclusive 





and non-exclusive deals. 
Wald entered the industry in 
1932 as a writer. 
Berle Booking 
Elm Continued from page 1 ——— 


which would 


them. 


of 
curse 


aura 
take that 
“This year’s hotel” is the Ameri- 
cana, under construction by the 
hotel chain, which owns 
such spots as the Belmont Plaza, 
N. Y., and a string in Atlantic 
City including the Ambassador and 
Traymore. Booker for that inn 
will be Stanley Melba, now enter- 
tainment director of the Pierre 
Hotel, N. Y., and booker for the 
Radisson Hotel, Minneapolis. 


Although the Eden Roc will be 
investing this extra coin to main- 
tain its stature, the effect will be 
felt by all the first-line spots. The 
remaining hotels, according to the 
talent offices, will enter the talent 
sweeps, to keep up with the 
Joneses. 


prestige 
from 





New 


Acts 








ENZO STUARTI 
Songs 
20 Mins. 
Eddys’, Kansas City 

Enzo Stuarti already has filled a 
number of top spots in Broadway 
musicals, and of late has taken to 
tv, nightclubs and hotels. Tenor 
is a good looking young chap, with 
heavy quality, which might project 
almost as well without a mike. He 


handles entries of a variety of vol- | 


umes, however, warbling a ballad 
or two softly, and giving full voice 
to some more standard tunes. 
His opening show at Eddys’ de 
luxe spot included ‘Just Say I 
Love Her,” “If I Loved You,” “On 
the Street Where You Live,” ‘‘Ad- 
| dio Bimba,”’ which he recorded for 


Jubilee, “Come Back To Sorrento” 
'and “I Could Have Danced All 
| Night.” All were well presented 


ijand well liked, from the most ro- 
bust to the softest, by the Eddy 
clientele. 

Stuarti has had several niches 
on the Sullivan show and is due 
|for more. Between he’s doing the 
clubs and other stands. He shows 
the benefit of his Broadway ex- 
perience, should also be a good bet 
for outdoor musicals with his vol- 
ume and appearance. Quin. 


THE COURTNEYS (2) 
Adazio Dance 

9 Mins. 

Empire, Glasgow 

Here’s a quickly paced adagio 
turn laced with just the right quo- 
ta of comicking. 

Male is garbed in yellow sailor’s 
uniform with cap, and gal, a 
shapely brunet, wears the mini- 
mum via a Bikini costume that dis- 
plays her charms to best effect. 
Adagio twists, holds and splits are 
| worked out slickly, and there’s ob- 
vious sign of much rehearsal. 





Pair have much potential for 
nitery spots. Gord. 
BEBE ALLAN & BARRY ASHTON 
Dance 
12 Mins. 

Sahara, Las Vegas 

Bebe Allan & Barry Ashton 

are well known in these parts, 


singly and as a duo, for their pro- 
duction number turns. While still 
fronting the chorus here, they 


terpsichoric fleetness. as a curtain 
launching act. 


For a fresh approach, they’ve de- | 


signed — footwork around the 
satiric. Opener, an untitled piece, 
is mighty subtle, though, and in 


fact fails to get acros the message 
Nonetheless it allows the couple 
to point up their flawless ability 
to toe the boards. Dance mime 
to an offstage tape that relates what 
the inner thoughts of a dancer 
might be while at work, has been 
used effectively by singers, and this 


case registers well. Alan. 
PEGGY KING 
Songs 
20 Mins. 
Sahara, Las Vegas 

Television has been a _ tremen- 
dous proving ground for Peggy 
King, who returns to the nitery 
boards a matured, well-groomed 
performer Her lusty tones have 
acquired a polished vibrato that 
takes her confidently through a 
sesh of standards and pops on the 
emotional de. Well mixed song- 
ology inciudes “Baby, Won’t You 


Please Come Home,” “You'll Never 
Walk Alorie,” “While We’re Young” 
and “Too Close for Comfort.” 
Mood intensifies during her 
Louis Blues.” 

Her vocalistics are not confined, 
however, to the serious vein. She 
‘opens and exits on a_ sprightly 
note, chirping: “Ohio” upon en- 
trance and “I’m Glad I Met You” 
it finale. Unnecessary, though 
her “Hunt’s Tomato Sauce” jingle 
albeit this was what helped launch 
her. Alan. 


is 


ALBERT STURM 
Novelty 
8 Mins. 
Music Hall, N. Y. 
Albert Sturm gets money and 
applause for that which they used 
to put people away. He cuts paper 
dolls on stage, as well as sundry 
other objects. Some of the forma- 
tions are applause-winners, but it 
takes a long time .for the back 
reaches of the house to catch on 
to his act. Possibly this is because 


his early formations are all pre-| 


pared before he reaches the stage 


and all he does is start with large | 


paper trees. 

A soon as the audience digs him 
|ecompletely, he unfolds ladders, 
| dolls, and some fancy embroidery. 
| Perhaps starting his act from the 
very beginning with the rolling of 
;the paper would give him a quick- 
ler head start. Jose, 


climb a notch to windowcase their | 


a 


| APRIL AMES: 
| Songs 
15 Mins. 
Crescendo, Hollywood 
Discovered a few weeks ago in a 


Hollywood Studio Club _— show, 
April Ames is making her debut 


as a professional singer with this 
trvout engagement on the Sunset 
| Strip. It’s a showcasing that shows 
a good potential. 

Miss Ames, a brunet with a pixie 
quality, has exceptional stage pres- 
ence for a beginner, which un- 
derseores her intriguing voice and 
undewstanding delivery of lyrics. 
She manages to achieve a dramatic 
jimpact with her material and is 
{particularly effective on such 
things as a slow, torch version of 


'the standard “Bye, Bye Black- 
birds.” More material of this sort 
is indicated since it’s a new 


styling and one excellently suited 


to her. Catch-in-the-throat war- 
| bling of such items as “Strike a 
| Match” or “Accustomed to His 


Face” fit effectively into the right 
iniche, but she should eschew up- 
tempo versions of Hit Parade mae 
terial which do nothing for her, 
| With some more experience and a 
‘concentration on developing the 
| Style, she’s a likely bet for the bet- 
ter boites. Kap. 





Songs 
10 Mins. 
Moulin Rouge, Boston 

Nick Greer, graduate of club 
dates, is essaying the nitery cir- 
cuit with an arrany of surefire 
standard and pop tunes in which 
he accompanies himself on _ the 
combo drums, and for his opening 
here Lou Barnett fills in on the 88. 
Opening with “Tenderly,” he segues 
into a medley from “My Fair 
Lady” in easy, relaxed style. Best 
of his offerings is a slick rendi- 
ition of “Street Where You Live.” 
| «eer has charm and assurance 
'and uses a nice baritone voice to 
good effect. Guy. 


| NICK GREER 


| 
| 
| 


MEREAUX & LILIANE 
Acro-Tumbling 

10 Mins. 
| Empire, Glasgow 

Male and femme are equilibrists 
and acrobats with solid act show- 
ing both skill and stamina, and are 


Okay, once sharpened, for U. S. 
markets. 
Open with femme _ seated at 


table, and showing her gams. Male 
approaches and does handstand on 
ithe table top, then winds down 
to rest, still in handstand, on her 
shapely lc 3s. While he’s thus bal- 
anced, she drops her pocket-size 
magazine, and he bends to pick it 
up, then discards it. Male segues 
with another handstand on an up- 
turned stem of beaker glass. Then 
he does a single-hand balance on 
distaffer’s head, following with a 
walking handstand on femme’s 
body. In this Liliane bears some 
'weight, but lifts her body siowly 
upwards with male partner still 
balanced. 

Novelty is pair’s use of audience 


participation in Mereaux’s spring- 
board leap. He does this, somer- 
saulting in midair, over two cus- 
tomers first, then over four, and 
finally over six, depositing, in last 
leap, a comedy cap on head of the 
centre participant Wind vith 
imilar springboard leap over open 
lid of grand piano, with distaffer 
tinkling the ivories while feat is 
effected. Exit to strong palming. 
Gord. 
LOS ZEAS (2) 
Ballroom Team 
10 Mins. 
Palace, N. Y. 

Handsome couple from Mexico 
are a versatile ballroom duo. They 
show class and skill in lifts and 
turns and provide added zest with 
a Latin accent. 

Act is not completely geared in 
the ballroom style, but also. in- 
‘cludes terping that deviates from 
the standard, including a special 
Mexican dance and ae novelty, 
dubbed the penguin mambh« Pro- 
fessional ability shown by the pair 


makes them a good bet for nitery 


and vaude dates. Holl. 


REBERTES (3) 
Acrobatics 

|10 Mins. 

Palace, N. Y. 

| Youthful and 
ifrom Italy, previously with the 
Ringling Bros.-Barnum & Bailey 
|Circus, are exciting acro-risley per- 
formers. In addition to the stand- 
ard flips, balancing, and other acro 
feats, they inject the right amount 
of comedy to bring the act a cut 
above the norm. 

They’ve already been on tv and 
probably will rate additional dates 
in the medium as well as in vaude 
houses and outdoor shows. Holl. 


handsome lads 





60 


NIGHT CLUB REVIEWS 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, August 15, 1956 





Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y. 
Los Chavales de Espana, with 
Trini Reyes, Luis Tamayo, Luis 
Bona, Pepi Lara; Emil Coleman & 
Mischa Borr Orchs; $3 cover. 








Los Chavales de Espana (The 
Kids from Spain) have been on the | 
class cireuits since their debut in | 
the New World at Havana's Tropi- | 


ented femmes for Indo-Javanese 
patterns hypoed by a sultry jazz 
beat to take the edge off the 
kicked-around idea. Mal Malkin 
doubles as accompanist for the 
topliners and batoneer, acquitting 
himself in fine style. Lary. 


Sahara, Las Vegas 
Las Vegas, Aug. 7. 
“Platter Revue,” starring The 


Chez Paree, Chi 
Chicago, Aug., 8. 

“Musical Insanities of 1957”; 
Spike Jones & His City Slickers, 
with Helen Grayco, George Rock, 
Freddy Morgan, Billy Barty, Gil 
Bernal, “Mousie” Garner, Arnold 
Ross, Bill Carter, Sally Blythe; 
Brian Farnon Orch, Chez Paree 
Adorables (5); $1.50 cover, $3.75 
minimum, 


group. They are a different type 
of act suitable anywhere and 
should catch the eyes of the big 
leagues soon, Jerry Malta batons 
the house band for the headliners. 
Arrangements by Baris and light- 
ing are outstanding. 

Patsy & Diane Ryan score easily 
with their cute and talented tonsil 
stuff. Girls display a terrific po- 
tential and win the crow” with 
their charm and chirping’ of three 





cana some years ago. This 11-man | Ames Bros. (4), with Peggy King, 
outfit (although only 10 showed on | Bebe Allan & Barry Ashton, Sa- 
the preem night at the Starlight Harem Dancers (14), Cee Davidson 
Roof) is one of the more pictur-| Oren (12): $2 minimum. 

esque groups as to costuming, per- | 
formance and musicianship. They; juct a decade ago, the Ames | 
are annuals at the Waldorf-Astoria | py. accepted their initial Vegas | 








and ply the Hilton hes | in rowed ‘salary from Milton Prell, the | 
towns. As a matter * Fact, | lel owner of an unpretentious slot | 
standing in the Hilton hierarchy is| machine parlor known as_ the 


so strong that the group is set for) Ringo Club. Emcee on the pro- 
a fall stand at the Plaza Hotel. 'gram was nattily attired samsedien. 
Perhaps one of the factors keep-| one Stan Irwin. Much has passed 
ing Los Chavales in high esteem | cince then in favor of the Ames 
is the rising premium on musical | prej] and Irwin; the quartet has 
offerings. Although only a few | <oored a resounding success in the 
musicrews can hold up on their | music field, Prell has expanded his 
own boxofficewise, there seems tO | one-time honkytonk into one of 
be a tendency in many nitery and |the town’s most fashionable re- | 
hotel rooms to place a greater eM-|corts) and  Irwin—still nattily | 
phasis on aural entertainment. \spruced, but now confining his | 
Chavales seem to be the! comedy to backstage ribaldry— | 
Welk of the Pyrenees. | has advanced to a position as the 
Sahara’s director of entertainment. 





Los 
Lawrence 
The group is a self-contained en- 
tertainment unit, rigidly disci-| And so, pinwheeling that nostalgic 
plined for their ensemble offerings | turn, the Ames freres provide a/| 
and yet each orchestra is an!/happy reunion during their four- | 
individual. Each doubles on one/frame stand .in the Congo Room. | 
other instrument, at least, and bulk | Adding further punch to the bill, | 
of them can take a vocal solo. |appropriately entitled “Platter Re- | 
Mainstays are singer Luis Tamayo, | vue,” is Peggy King, who at one 


| 





Luis Bona, who sings and an-/|time in her early career also found | 
nounces, and Pepi Lara, who! Vegas an acid test site (see New | 


Acts). 

The Ames clan meld their four 
big. voices into pleasant harmony 
on w.k. ballads, topped by their 


shares in most of the vocal chores. 
They measure up vocally as well as 
instrumentally. 

The tunes purveyed are gen- 


| 


| 





’ tunes. 

Playing to a packed house, Spike; pPiorence Picket Sparkletts are 
Jones and his gang broke it up at) 4, for two neat production num- 
the Chez Paree opening night of | bers. They add plenty to the show 
their four-week run. Date also) with their eye appeal and terping. 
marked reopening of the nitery| Costumes and choreography are 
after a two-week hiatus. August) top-drawer in the western and mu- 
shapes a good tourist month here, | cica) comedy numbers. Gals are 
and with the Democratic conven-| tech looking and know how to sell 
tion in full swing during part Of|the heel & toe stuff. Herman 
the Jones booking, house looks to) joheiman and his house crew play 
do healthy biz a tough show in their usual great 





Opening with a Charleston, th€|manner and please  stubholders 
Chez Paree Adorables and Jones jwith their tempos during the 
featured dancers, Bill Carter and dance sets. Feve, 


Sally Blythe, set the fast and brash 
tone for the segue. The blinding 
costumes, the extravagant proppery 
and the sledgehammer humor con- 
vey the flavor of a thousand cow-| The Vagabonds (4), Rythmettes 
bells rung at once while 21 guns (3), Babe Pier, Dunhills (3), Boots 
blast away. | McKenna Dancers, Jack Curtis, Joe 
Display gets rolling with a few | Frase‘to Orch (12); $3 minimum 
musical spoofs, spotting Slickers | Sat., $4 weekdays. 
in the audience in a “history of | 


500 Club. A. C. 
Atlantic City, Aug., 11. 





music” bit, needling musicians| The Vagabonds spearhead a 
from the caveman through Mozart! nicely rounded show at the 500 


to Goodman. Jones deadpans!Club this week, mixing well with 
throughout, setting up the gags and|the Rythmettes, Babe Pier, the 
moving things along. Only depar-| Dunhills and the McKenna girls 
ture from the pokerface is a hilari-| before they take over for their 
ous South Sea Isle virgin bit, with | zany stint, a summer favorite here. 
Jones exhibiting the face that; The foursome (Pete Peterson, 
launched a thousand ships. bass fiddle; Tillio Risso, accordion; 

Helen Grayco, the featured) Dom Geramano and Al Tories, gui- 
femme vocalist, displays lush car-/ tars) can pour it on in any form, 


erally in the pop Latino vein. To- 
ward the end of their session they 
bring out the heavy artillery with 
such efforts as “Granada,” “Lisbon 


platter identities, “You You You,” 
“Naughty Lady of Shady Lane” 
and the more recent “It 
Hurts for a Little While.” Fa- 





Antigua,” “April in Portugal” and 
other evergreens. Under these cir- 
cumstances, the crowd was loathe 
to let them go until nearly an hour 


miliar disclicks are instantly greet- | 
ed by salvos. Ed Ames, who fronts | 
the quartet, registers solidly dur- 
ing his solo of. “On the Street | 
of entertainment had elapsed. Where You Live.” His brothers, | 
Los Chavales carry only one however, also have ample oppor- | 
outside member, Trini Reyes, who |‘¥nity to —showease individual | 
was paired with the group when Ie gry Ames plying his ee eq 
they first played the Waldorf Roof i [2 fervored Toreador 
some years ago, and she’s been |~0"8 and Vie and Gene inserting | 
with them since. Miss Reyes is ac- oe and pointing up general | 
complished in the terps of Castille. J engy savvy in a “Vaudeville” med- 
Her flamenco shows the abandon | ‘©: Each receives warm response. 
of Gypsy forebears and her folk}. Act has a new, sock piece of | 
dances have the quaint quality that bye Mel Wigs ‘- Melting | 
brings out the applause. Miss|Pot of Melody,” a Sid Kuller-| 
Reyes has three spots in the show, | Harry Geller collab that toasts the | 
each with a change of costume. In |COuntry’s top tunesmiths. Capper | 
each segment, she enlivens the |iS_quartet’s standard satiric take- | 
proceedings considerably with lithe | 0fS on styles of pop singers. 
and lively choreography personally Bebe Allan & Barry Ashton front | 
presented. production numbers 
Emil Coleman is back at his | Harem Dancers—both | 
familiar stand and dispenses aj|Choreos—then take spotlight to| 
pleasant brand of dance music, |™itror own terps (see New Acts). | 
while Mischa Borr takes over the | With George Moro’s productions | 
relief spots. Jose, |\Ccapably backed up, Cee Davidson 
gets a chance to relax this show, 

| turning orch over to Eddy Sam- 

Eden Roe. Miami Beaeh |¢!s. who supports Miss King, and | 
/Al Semola, who stirs the musical 
| bracer for the Ames Bros. Alan, 





| 


| 


by ‘the Sa-| 
are zingy | 





Miami Beach, Aug., 11. 
Dick Contino, Vicki Young, John- | 
my Conrad Dancers (4), Mal Mal- : 
kil Orch: $3.50-$430 minimum. | Chez Paree, Montreal 
Montreal, Aug. 9. 
This seems to be the week for| . Cet! Cabot, Chuck Mitchell, Fred- 
intro of “new” faces to the ocean-}¢¥ Davis, Delia Weddington, Dino 
front cafes by the two biggeries on | Vale, Nick Martin Orch (6), Michel 
the run—the Roc’s Cafe Pompeii |S@uro Quartet; no cover or mini- 
and Fontainebleau’s La Ronde. In| mum. 
the case of the Roc, prexy Harry | —_—_—_— 
Mufson has been on the new faces Despite first major heatwave of 
kick for some time now, with in- season, biz in this attractive room 
and-out results. | continues to hold, due in the main 
Current layout is heavy on mu- | to many tourists and conventions 
sical matters, the big lift for the|™ town. Headline slot is split this 
proceedings coming from  Dick| Week between the socko comedics 
Contino. His virtuosity on the ac-|0f Ceil Cabot and the antics of 
cordion is the big item in an act|Chuck Mitcheil. Miss Cabot, who 
that contains some lulls, but in the |@8 - appeared in other rooms 
main keeps tabler reaction at a re- | @™ound town before, still wows pa- 
sponsive pitch, flashy approach in| tTons with her uninhibited style as 
projection buttressing the skillful |S#e runs through a group of vocal 
fifigering of an artfully selected | Satires that appeal to all comers. 
group of classies and standards. | Comedienne-has a sense of timing 
The few lulls come when he tends that does much to enhance act and 
to’ overgab on intro-patter and in|i™. Many cases general showman- | 
a session at the SteinwAay—ob-|ShiP overcomes so-so material. 








i‘*Man With the Golden Arm” scene 


riage-work topped by belting pipes. 
Though tending to overstylize, 
Miss Grayco has the crowd at bay 


Only | with her versions of “All of You,” 


i*Just One of Those Things,” “Will 
You Still Be Mine?” etc. Thrush 
has good projection and is a looker; 
she goes off to lusty mitting. 

Piece de resistance is a “Lucky 
Spike Half Wit Parade,” a spoot | 
of the w.k. tv’er that provides a| 
flexible frame for musical horse- | 
play. Gil Bernal gives a double- | 
barreled demo of modern pop mu- 
sic, first with a rousing baritone | 
sax solo in the frenetic modern | 
idiom, done table-to-table around | 


lthe floor, and follows up with a| 


fantastically realistic Elvis Presley | 
takeoff. This goes over big. 

Midget Billy Barty wins wild | 
plaudits with his Liberace, Durante | 
and Presley carbons and with re- 
curring bits of business through- 
out the show. Freddy Morgan, 
whose face would endow the weep- 
ing willow with laughter, enter- 
tains smashingly throughout with 
malaprop banjo offerings and hit- 
and-run gags. George Rock jug- 
gles for laughs with skill and 
‘‘Mousie” Garner plays the spoiled, 
lollypop-sucking brat with hairy 
legs, broadbrim sailor hat and 
squeaky voice for hefty returns. 
Arnold Ross backs at the piano 
with expertness. Dancers Bill Car- 
ter & Blythe contribute some 
smooth, balletish terpology inter- 
ludes. 

Lavish layout concludes with 
the entire company in a luminous 


| 


that gets hefty response. Choreog- 
raphy by Bonni Hunt makes artful 
use of the available space and is a 
neat plus to this “zany” scene. The 
audience cannot get enough, and 





| with tablers begging for more. 


j} ance. 


but there are a few serious spots 
in their act, perhaps too few. 
Peterson again is tops as the comic 
of the group ably assisted by Ger- 
|'amano and Tories, while Risso as 
the foil gets plenty of yocks. 


They bombard the capacity | 
house for full returns and go off 





The Rythmettes are as nice a 
singing trio as has appeared here 
this year. From the moment they 
take off with ‘‘Strike Up the Band,” 
they maintain an almost mad pace. | 
“Mr. Wonderful” is one of their | 
best and “Seventeen” also regis- 
ters solidly. Girls are lookers and 
hard workers. 

Babe Pier, like the Rythmettes, 
is a newcomer here, but bids for 
a return after his initial appear- 
His clever carbons, especial- 
ly “Because of You,” as per John- 
nie Ray, Mel Torme, Tony Martin 
and Sammy Davis Jr., score heav- 
ily. Vagabonds give him big assist. 

Dunhills are three clever danc- 
ers who are not strangers. Their 
soft shoe, tap and acrobatic num- 
bers get top mitting. Novelty is 
their “hot sock dance,” done sans 
shoes. 

Two production bits by McKenna 
girls give the 500 a well rounded 
bill. Walk. 


Chaudiere, Ottawa 
Ottawa, Aug. 9. 
Gene & Her Genie, Chaz Chase, 
Dolores Fredericks, Bob Arlen & 
His Brunettes (3), Harry Pozy 
Orch (8); $1 admission. 


Since Ottawa area niteries sel- 
dom book exotics (one or two a 
season at most), an act like Gene 
& Her Genie rates bigger attention 


sends Jones & Co off to boisterous | here than it might elsewhere. Im- 
mitting. |pressively stacked blonde uses a| 


viously a  breatheatcher break.| Chuck Mitchell in the. closing 
Strongest segment in his musical | SP0t relies on the usual comedy 
tour of Italy jelling into encore | Standby of impressions for most of | 
payoff. routining, breaking pace with some 
Vicki Young, a rock 'n’ roll ex-! fair gag material. Gets best recep- 
ponent, doesn’t seem to fit the —_— in closing pitch as he imitates 
fegh sarnaiaadiogs at ihe con various musical instruments, sud- 
~ ape yreern. OOM. | denly exhibiting some fine vocal 
The type of patron attracted here bits which, if used earlier would | 
: ‘ ; ild | 


reflected their leanings via in-and- 
out reaction to her. assortment | 
which included several of her click 
platters. The basic beat becomes | 
monotonous with sameness of) 
phrasing. When Miss Young hits | 
a ballad, a la Ethel Waters doing | 
“Stormy Weather,” or a soft “No, | 
Not Much” she sets well. Too fre- 
quent return to the r&r vocal gim- | 
mick negates sustained aud re-| 
action. Injection of a more varied | 
assortment. of tempo and shading | 
would provide her a more round-| 
ed act, suitable for this type of | 
class cafe. 

Johnny Conrad purveys two well 
versed heel-and-toe precision rou- 
tines, then brings on three tal- 


imusic, 


have established him from the be-| 
ginning with the ringsiders. 

Delia Weddington opens show! 
with a standard hoofing display | 
that is boosted by her trim appear- | 
ance. Using an assortment of har- | 
monicas, Freddy Davis’ offers a| 
varied collection of numbers that | 
range from the classics to the pops. 
Presentation is good but too much 
volume on all arrangements dulls 
overall effect. House emcee and 
singer Dino Vale clicks with a 
brace of tunes midway through 
showcase and the Nick Martin orch 
handles the music chores in usual 
steady manner. Between times, the 
Michel Sauro combo does dance 


The Brian Farnon Orch backs a| 
difficult show with ease, in the 
pattern that Farnon has established 
here for over three years. Unfor- 
tunately, this is his last show here. 

Gabe. 








Amato’s, Portland, Ore. 

Portland, Ore., Aug., 8. | 

Joe Baris’ Winged Victory Chorus | 

(12) with Jerry Malta, Ryan Sis- | 

ters (2), The Sparkletts (6), Her- 

man Jobelman Orch (6); no mini 
mum, $1.50 cover. 


Joe Baris’ Chorus is back at this 
plush nitery after a year’s absence. 
Singers debuted here last year and 
made a host of fans. They should 
draw well for the next two weeks 
considering the time of year. 

The dozen handsome lads under 


|the direction of Baris slam out 30 


minutes of solid, commercial stuff 
that grabs plenty of palms all the} 
way. Act is greatly improved over 
last year, having added some) 
choreography and new material. | 
Ex-GI’s are clad in uniform with! 
white scarfs and paratroop boots | 


laced in white for big eye appeal. | 


Group move about the elevated} 
stage easily, are well disciplined, | 
and have a terrific fast 
throughout. They have the cus-| 
tomers off their mitts from start | 
to finish. Heinz Newman, Bernie | 
Barr, Art Barry, 


and Justin Palmer click big with 





Newt. 


their rich solo stuff backed by the 


pace | 


Ben Woodward | 


three were aboard. Harry Pozy 
hand showbacks and plays for 
dancing. \ Gorm. 


dream theme in which she entices 
a giant genie from a kingsize Alad- 
din lamp and works her routine 
around the dummy male. Staging 
is okay and Gene leaves no doubt 
about the act’s theme nor why the 
genie isn’t real man. After some 
initial embarrassed giggles, cus- 
tomers give the session rapt atten- 
tion and solid mitting at finish. 
Although Chaz C hase _ was 
familiar to vaude patrons in the 


Statler Hotel, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Aug. 9. 
Aileen Stanley Jr., Chop Chop 
& Charlene, Frederick & Tanya, 
Eddie Bergman Orch (12); $2-$2.50 
cover, 





There’s sprightly, albeit stand- 
ard, entertainment on tap at the 
Statler these nights, but the lay- 
out is more interesting for its 
potential than its present impact, 


_ Headlining is Aileen Stanley Jr., 
in what is her best showcasing to 
date. That she just misses ringing 
the bell solidly can be blamed on 
family heritage more than any- 
thing else; her aunt was a per- 
former who could handle anything 
from ballads to noveltunes with 
ease and the “junior” has a nat- 
ural desire to emulate her. She'd 
be better off to concentrate in- 
stead on comedy, for which she has 
a fine flair, and punch out special 
material stuff. She has a couple of 
good things in this genre in a rock 
‘n’ roll satire and a folk ballad 
takeoff on the recent Monaco nup- 
tials. This sort of thing fits her 
perfectly but she. vitiates her im- 
pact through ballads, even though 
she does include an _ occasional 
lyric change, since her vocal equipe 
ment isn’t standout enough to ap- 
peal strongly. 

The prestidigitation artistry of 
Chop Chop is again evidence in 
this show and, with the aid of 
Charlene, as usual, he rifles 
through his bag of tricks to keep 
ringsiders constantly impressed. 
Opening night he had difficulty 
with his rolling coin on a parasol 
windup, the result of an injured 
wrist. But the rest of his stuff, the 
multiplying cigarets, disappearing 
chickens and fireeating, is as slick 
and as sock as ever to develop a 
fast 15 minutes. 

Dance team of Frederick & Tan- 
ya opens with routines that are 
more acrobatic than terp but they 
win attention. Eddie Bergman orch 
continues on as dance and show 


crew. Kap. 
Viennese Lantern, N.Y. 
Margarita Sierra, Lue Poret, 


Ernest Schoen, Paul Mann, Harold 
Sandler; $3.50 minimum. 


The age of air travel has appar- 


ently reduced this world to ex- 
tremely small proportions. The 
clientele sitting in a Manhattan 


bierstube are seemingly as much 
at home on their native heath as 
they would be in a Parisian boite, 
Berliner rathskeller or a Castillian 
cafe. At the present height of the 
travel season, especially with the 
“fly now, pay later” plans, offshore 
entertainment seems to be potent 
lure for a lot of*customers, 


Max Loew, Viennese Lantern 
operator, seemingly is coining a 
young mint on the basis of this 
premise and, more importantly, his 
ability to gauge talent. This up- 
town nitery, basically with an Alt 
Wien motif, currently assumes a 
greater international flavor with 
the retention of imports who are 
sure of making a dent on U, S. 
audiences. 

Margarita Sierra, a looker from 
Madrid, seems an important addi- 
tion to the domestic talent marts. 
Although this isn’t her Yanqui 
debut, it’s her first showcasing for 
N. Y. audiences, and indications 
point to an early graduation to the 
midtown hostels. The personable 
senorita is dark, long-tressed, be- 
comingly gowned and well back- 
grounded for singing. She has a 
well-developed voice and a catalog 
stacked with familiars that rate the 
windfall applause. Her floor rou- 
tine includes “Malaguena,” ‘“Cla- 
velicos,” “Lisbon Antigua,” a Mex 
medley and “Noche de _ Ronde,” 
latter unfortunately overdramati- 
cally expressed. In most of her 
tunes, she can get a hoyden intona- 
tion, a warming charm and a ses- 





B. F. Keith (now Capitol) Theatre 
here 20 years ago, this is his initial 


lclub booking in this area. Looking | 
inot a day older than in his vaude 


days, Chase works an almost iden- 
tical routine, clowning, eating 
everything handy, doing a comedy 
striptease and generally hoking for 
nice returns. 

Dolores Fredericks handles a 
wide range of chirping, touching 
ballads like ‘“‘Mr. Wonderful” blues, 
“Waiting For the Junk Man,” rock 
’n’ roll, “Blue Suede Shoes” and 
a few fast-beat items. It’s a pleas- 
ant stanza that would, in this spot 
anyway, benefit from shortening. 

Bob Arlen & His Brunettes are 
on with three sessions of socko 
terps, chiefly Oriental. Besides be- 
ing lookers, gals are snappy terp- 
sters, male also clicko on the step- 
ping. Closing stint using a minia- 
ture platform with trick lighting, 
would be better on a considerably 
larger platform. Basic idea is good 
but space was crowded when all 


sion of excellent entertainment. 
|Her English interludes seem to 
|be memorized phonetically, but 
there’s enough naturalness left in 
her act to warrant the strong re- 
turns. 


Luc Poret’s previous N, Y. ap- 


pearance was as guitar accom- 
|}panist to Genevieve at the Plaza 
| Hotel, to whom he was related by 


marriage at the time. This time 
on his Own as a single, Poret im- 
presses as an entertainer who 
knows the score and with a com- 
mercial savvy of Gallic songalogs 
and a side excursion into flamenco 
work. Poret, accompanying him- 
self on the guitar, also dwells on 
the w.k. French airs with ‘‘Dom- 
ino,” “Mlle. de Paris,’ and a set 0 
folk tunes which he turns into 2 
community sing. The results are 
excellent. 

Music is an important ingredient 
in this spot. The musicrew have 
their moments to shine. Harold 
Sandler on the fiddle, Ernest 
Schoen and Paul Mann are amons 
those who get solo spots and con- 





tribute to the gaiety. Jose, 
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Fontainebleau, M. B’ch | 


Miami Beach, Aug. 9. 
Margaret Whiting, Will Jordan, 
Stuart Morgan Dancers (3), Mur- 
ray Schlamm, 
Navarro Orch; $2.50-$3.50 


pune. 


Topliners in current installment 
at the La Ronde of this huge hotel 
are playing their first nitery dates 
in the area and prove okay for the 
summer series. It’s pleasant, albeit 
unexciting, fare that’s accepted 
warmly by the budgeteers. 

Miss Whiting is a showmanly 
performer who knows her way 
around a cafe crowd. Her free and 
easy delivery and smooth depart- 
ment are attuned to her compote 
of pops and standards — most of 
the latter out of the book of her 
late father, Dick Whiting. _The 
blend is carefully set up to ‘keep 
the pace breezy. The recall-medley 
is the big mitt earner, containing 
enough nostalgia-noodlers to spark 
solid reaction from middle-agers in 
the room, and proving okay with 
the younger set. 

Will Jordan can be _ classed 
among the upper-strata impression- 
ists, with additional credit for 
seeking a different line of patter 
tc weave through his series of in- 
cisive lampoons on the _ better 
knowns in show biz. Some of his 
humor could stand punching up 
and tightening, there being a 
tendency to waxing too wordy, but 
overall he builds steady acceptance 
via twists on takeoffs leading to 
“how they walk” invent that jells 
into encore bring back. Topper is 
his now standard Ed Sullivan car- 
boning for big palm payoff. 

The Stuart Morgan dancers are 
a throwback, literally, to the pre- 
sentation houses when added live 
shows were a must in the lavish 
fiimeries, Their adagio work hasn't 
changed, the tiny femme tossed 
about by the duo ef deadpanned, 
black clad muscle men. They make 
for an adequate teeoff act here. 
Sacasas and his orch music-back 
adeptly, with Murray Schiamm 
introing in suave manner. Lary. 


Down Beat, Montreal 


Montreal, Aug., 7. 
Billy Keliy, Rita Williams, Joey 
Dean, Kim Irwin, Bob Harrington 
Orch (5), Perry Carmen Quartet; 
no cover or minimum. 


The show policy as devised by 
operators Solly Silver and Jack 
Luderman for the Down Beat 
hardly varies from week to week. 
And this set formula. seldom 
bores the patrons judging from 
solid biz on night caught. 

In every Down Beat offering, the 
headline slot gces to a pair of 
comics or a single (always male), 
and Billy Kelly in this position 
proves to be the usual strong fave 
with localites. Kelly has been 
around the Montreal circuit for 
some time but his fast patter, okay 
delivery and the good sense and 
taste never to go for the obvious 
always appeal. Unlike so many 
Down Beat jesters, Kelly stays 
with his general routining and sel- 
dom resorts to the indigo situa- 
lions for yocks when his regular 
material fails. Combining the oc- 
casional impresh set with his over- 
all gabbing, Kelly does a hefty 35 
minutes to plaudits. 

_In the preceding pattern, attrac- 
live Rita Williams handles the 
chirp session with ease, mixing the 
Standards neatly. Awareness of the 
mike restricts femme to some ex- 
tent and a more relaxed attitude 
would enhance impact consider- 
ably. Hoofer Joey Dean, another 
regular to Montreal, displays his 
better-than-average tap talents to 


a nice reception, but the impres- li 


sion he tries to give that he is also 
a comic (as evidenced by i 
Stream of chatter between each 
number) just gets in the way of his 
dancing. 

Emcee Kim Irwin is effective as 
he opens the show with a brace of 
fongs and the Bob Harrington orch 
cuts a good musical background 
for all performers. Perry Carmen’s 
combo continues to please with the 
éccent on Latin rhythms. Newt. 


Yeaman’s. Detroit 


; Detroit, Aug. 9. 
Norm Dygon & Mr. Chips, Four 
ncees, Joe Banket Orch (5); 

$1.50 minimum. 


Norm Dygon begins his act with 
some well-executed pianistics at a 
regular keyboard and then turns 
on the patter to introduce his 
cummy, Mr. Chips, who sits along- 
side Dygon at a miniature piano. 
= the course of the intro, Dygon 
Hdd his shoes, explaining this 
: necessary so he can manipulate 
“e maze of levers under his piano 
Which activate Mr. Chips. The 
nr a also has a taped voice, 
‘hich Dygon attempts to explain 


Sacasas Orch, AIl- 
mint. | 


before getting hopelessly entan- 
gled in electronic jargon for a good 
yock. 

In the well-timed act, Dygon & 
Mr. Chips play and sing, sometimes 
in unison, sometimes in designed 
disharmony and both take solo 
turns. By some odd happenstance, 
Mr. Chips has a better voice than 
Dygon. For an encore, Dygon led 
a community, sing sans Mr. Chips 
for a boff bow. The act is a natural 
for small rooms. 


The Four Emcees are Canadian 
youngsters who have average 
voices, delivery and faces. Most of 
their act consists of doing average 
imitations of the Crew Cuts, Eddie 
Fisher, Billy Daniels, Johnnie Ray, 
etc. The lads might do better if 
they tried to develop their own 
style and stuck to it, for the style 
of others seems to come hard to 
them. Tew. 


El Meroeco. Mont’l 


Montreal, Aug., 7. 
Buddy O’Connor Show, with 
Buddy O’Connor, Sylvia Murphy, 
Joey Hollingsworth, Donna Miller, 
Jack Duffy, O’Connor Combo (4), 
Buddy Clayton Trio; $1 cover. 


Prepping for a series of name 
attractions to start in September, 
boniface Peter Vander North has 
been running a group of package 
shows throughout the summer 
months. For the most part, the 
offerings have been of a so-so na- 
ture but present package, the 
Budd® O’Connor’ show, proves 
something of an exception. 


O’Connor, via tele and radio, has 
developed a pretty good rep both 
here and in Toronto, but this is 
the first time he has broken into 
the Montreal nitery circuit and 
from the reception this affable per- 
former gets, he is a cinch to be a 
repeater. 

Working most of the time at the 
88, O’Connor plays and sings a 
short intro and then brings on 
other members of his group. Hand- 
some Sylvia Murphy tees off with 
a song session that has clarity and 
appeal but lacks showmanship 
Granted this attractive thrush is 
making her cafe debut, but the for- 
mer experience gained from radio 
|chirping is evident at all times. 
With proper routining and a more 
relaxed style, Miss Murphy should 
prove an asset to any small room. 


Tapster Joey Hollingsworth es- 
tablishes himself as a_ first-rate 
hoofer in both appearances during 
show. The comedics of Jack Duffy, 
particularly in his impresh mo- 
ments, do much to boost entertain- 
ment level of this group. 

Second femme on bill is Donna 
Miller, who is also doing her first 
major nitery stint. Miss Miller is 
a grad from the Leslie Bell (all- 
| girl) Singers and has considerable 
|tv experience in variety shows 
|emanating from Toronto over the 
past few years. Songs offered are 
/mostly of the pop variety and all 
{draw good mitting. 

O’Connor, backed by a combo of 
bass, guitar, accordion and drums, 
| takes over final few moments with 
|!a diversified songalog that scores 
handily. Between times, the Buddy 
|Clayton Trio does the music for 
|customer dancing. Newt. 





Top’s, San Diego 
San Diego, Aug., 10. 
Norman Brooks, Jacquelyn Hur- 
ley, Bill Green Orch (5); $1 cover. 





Norman Brooks, a revived Jol- 
son, has added blackface mimicry 
ito his act to stir beaucoup excite- 
|ment and, incidentally, not offend 
|anyone as a dated racial slight. 
| Brooks cites his Jolson reprise role 
lin ,the new DeSylva-Henderson 
|biopic, “The Best Things in Life 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


S| Are Free,” daubing on blackface 


|and donning white gloves and wig. 
| Hiss songafog of old Jolson tunes 
|is socko all the way topped by a 
| moving—because it’s not overdone 
| —‘*‘Mammy.” In fact, it’s to 
| Brooks’ credit that he essays Jol- 
son with a certain restraint and 
warmth, eschewing the general 
carbon trend to caricature no mat- 
ter how affectionate. 

With exception of his record hit, 
“Hello Sunshine,” the personable 
Canuck’s other tunes are dubious 
choices, including ‘“‘“How Little We 
Know,” effectively sung in mid- 
register; “You Gotta Have Heart” 
and “C’est Si Bon’—but all three 
“belong” to other singers: Sinatra, 
Fisher, Kitt, respectively. Like- 
wise his patter could be bolstered. 
On the whole, Brooks is a winning 
entertainer who. ingratiates distaf- 
fers and tab-payers alike. The fu- 
ture coulg—and should—see an 
emergence of his own personality, 
though, for peak effect. 


Jacquelyn Hurley’s eccentric 
dances are well received to open 
bill. Bill Green orch dees a nice 
job showbacking and for dancing. 





Don. 





Pan Dancer 


Montreal, Aug. 14. 

There’s an “exotic dancer” 
working here who really earns 
the adjective. Not since Lili 
St. Cyr did her “Afternoon of a 
Faun” to Debussy’s music at 
the old Gayety Theatre has 
Montreal seen anything like it. 


Opening at the Maroon 
Club, long-established main- 
stem showbar, a well-stacked 
brunet billed as Sabina 
Stunned the patrons into si- 
Jence by her leadoff. Clad 
in a Great-God-Pan-life leaf- 
green costume, she played, un- 
accompanied, thin, reedy clas- 
sical music on a recorder for a 
full minute before making a 
move. Then she laid it down 
and, to a longhair orchestral 
accompaniment, performed a 
dance which seemed a reason- 
ably au‘hentic creation. It 
contained nothing convention- 
ally sexy, beyond a couple of 
brief movements that might 
have been loosely’ called 
grinds. 

What’s more, she got a fair 
hand, when caught, from a 
generally apathetic audience. 
Show consists of nine girls, 
mostly lookers, dancing three 
or four minutes each—mainly 
mild cooch but one or two oth- 
ers with some _ imagination. 
Two trios play half-an-hour 
each, accompanying and inter- 
luding. After an hour they 
start all over again. Gard. 








Nacional, Havana 
Aug. 9. 
Chiquita & Johnson, Betty Reilly; 
Walfredo de los Reyes Orch and 
Reyes Jr., Orch; $3 minimum. 


The Casino Parisien at the Hotel 
Nacional has two fine acts to 
brighten the hot Havana nights. 
Chiquita & Johnson dance and 
twirl, and Betty Reilly gives forth 
with the humor and the singing. 

Chiquita & Johnson have been 
taking it easy for tive weeks due 
to a sprained muscle in latter’s 
arm, but their return to the stage 
shows no rustiness. They glide 
smoothly around, blending the 
acrobatic and the dancing. She is 
tiny and a former ballet dancer; 


he is muscular and a former 
athlete. 
Betty Reilly is an “Irish seno- 


rita,” as she is billed, which means 
that she combines the Irish grin 
with the Latin fire. With person- 
ality plus a powerful voice, she 
sings ‘Jalisco’ and then swings 
(literally) into some rock ’n’ roll. 
She imitates Edith Piaf and Anna 
Magnani, switches to French and 
then launches in calypso. Finally, 





| 


she does a frenetic and funny 
“Saga of Elvis Presley.” (When 
needed, she accompanies herself 
on a guitar). 

The Walfredo de los Reyes— 


father and son—lead the two or- 
chestras which provide music for 
the acts and for dancing. 

The Casino’s dining and acts are 
in the competent hands of a former 
Broadway inhabitant, George Gogi 
Tchitchinadze, ex-Gogi’s LaRue. 

Jay. 


Gatineau, Ottawa 
Ottawa, Aug. 10. 

The Billy O’Connor Revue with 
Jack Duffy, Sylvia Murphy, Joey 
Hollingsworth, The Trio, Jack Mor- 
ley, Lindsay-Day Dancers (6), 
Champ Champagne Orch (8); $1 
admission. 





Except for a switch in canaries 
and addition of a tap-terper, the 
Billy O’Connor Show of Canadian 
television is lifted intact to the 
floor of the. Gatineau: Club to be- 
come the Billy O’Connor Revue. 
The transition, while pleasant club 
entertainment, emphasizes the 
faults of-the tv production, chiefly 
the intermittent moments of drag 
when the effervescent little O’Con- 
nor and his group lose the audi- 
ence temporarily. In a nitery this 
becomes more noticeable as‘ the 
hum of disinterested voices zooms 
to a crescendo until the routine 
changes to haul attention back to 
the show. On the whole, the stint 
is bright, nicely staged and deserv- 
ing of the kudos it gets from the 
tablesitters. 


O’Connor, a capable showman, 
spends too much time at the 88s 
which keeps him in the  back- 
ground. More prominence would 
enhance the stanza considerably 
since he’s the kingpin. Standout 
is the comedy of Jack Duffy, whose 
ability, clicko material and natural- 
ly shy demeanor bring him top 
mitting. His specialty is mimicry 
of Sinatra ‘he bears a close resem- 
blance), Nat Cole, Satchmo, Jerry 
Lewis, others, ail crisp and sharp, 
plus a hillbilly handling of ‘“Cheat- 


| 


| 


; work, 





ing Heart.” Duffy also works with 
the Trio in a spoof on radio com- 
mercials. 

Tapping of Negro youngster Joey 
Hollingsworth is socko, a_ lively 
session in which he works hard for 
big results. HollingSworth is best 
in high-speed routines but im- 
presses with a siow soft-shoe bit. 

Filling the spot held on video by 
Juliette, canary Sylvia Murphy 
shows need of training in staging 
and song-selling. Gal has nice pipes 
and handles a tune well but pipes 
can’t do the job alone. Also her 
tunes need rearranging. She tees 
off with a soft, slow arrangement 
of “Thing Called Joe” and closes 
with a tune that should be her 
opener — snappy “From This Mo- 
ment On.” The Trio ‘bass, guitar, 
accordion), with Duffy brushing a 
snare drum and O'Connor at the 
keyboard, showbacks for the stint 
and do several specialty numbers 
including some oldies. Begoffs take 
the item overtime. 

Held over are a pair of routines 
by the Lindsay-Day Dancers with 
Jack Morley emceeing, singing 
with the line and soloing. Champ 
Champagne house band plays for 
all but the O'Connor part of the 
show, and for customer dancing. 

Gorm. 


tdidys’, K. €. 
Kansas City, Aug. 10. 


Enzo S uarti, Dave Romaine, 
Tony DiPardo Orch (8); $1-$1.50 
cover. 


On the face of it this combo ap- 
pears to be an entry on the milder 
side, but the virtually full house 
at opening seemed to like all 40 
minutes of it. Both singer Enzo 
Stuarti (New Acts) and violinist 
Dave Romaine are newcomers here, 
giving their all for the cause. 

Romaine leads off with his round 
of faddling on the fiddle, some of 
it straight, and all interspersed 
with some comedy lines. Fiddling 
is a seldom seen thing on a nitery 
floor in this town, but Romaine 
gives it some brighter moments, 
and actually has the crowd beating 
out the rhythm for him on a num- 
ber or two. He keeps it varied 
with sweet tunes (‘April in Portu- 
gal,” etc.), novelties Jike “San An- 
tonio Rose” and “Deep in the 
Heart of Texas” played simultane- 
ously, and a medley of French 
tunes. His clincher is his Mercury 
label version of ‘Hot Canary” in 
which he works a bag of tricky 
stuff, and goes off to a solid hand. 

Stuarti has the second half, prov- 
ing a tenor of top volume on a 
list of half a dozen songs including 
current pops, a standard or two 
and proved showtunes. Goodlook- 
ing lad, we qualified with the 
pipes, holds up his end of the bill 
okay. Quin. 


Seven Seas. Omaha 
Omaha, Aug. 11. 
The Lancers (4), Al Lamm Trio: 
50c cover weekdays, $1 Sat., 
minimum. 





The Lancers, boasting plenty of 
enthusiasm and _ willingness for 
are a toursome with great 
possibilities. At present they’re 
missing plenty bets with 
talent available. 


of 


An example is Bucky Longdon, | 


one of the best bass vocalists to be 
heard at this nitery in years. At 
show caught his excellent voice was 
employed on only one solo, “Old 


Man River” ‘(and when are the 
bass hingers going to forget that 
ofering?) and not stressed in the 
clever production numbers. 

Guys have fine appearance in 
tuxes, use two mikes and get off 


to a bangup start with “Bob Bob 
Bobbin’ Along” and ‘Rock Island 
Line” before going into good im- 
preshes of the Ink Spots, Mills 
Bros. and Crew Cuts. However, the 
high spots are their offerings of 
their Coral disk, ‘Joey,” and 
“Standing on the Corner.” 

One of the group does fairish 
trumpet work on “Alexander’s Rag- 
time, Band,” and “A Man” is an 
okay novelty. “Mr. Sandman” and 
“Follow Me” bring back Corky fo1 
the encore solo and group wisely 
begs off after a smash “Sweet 
Georgia Brown.” 

Show caught ran a zippy 27 min- 
utes. Biz excellent. Trunip. 


Torme Set in Brit. 
London, Aug. 14. 


It is now confirmed that Mel 
Torme has been selected by Val 
Parnell and Bernard Delfont to 
launch a new variety season at the 
Prince of Wales Theatre, London, 
+4 two weeks commencing Sept. 


Negotiations are proceeding to 
follow Torme with Tony Martin 
and David Whitfield, while fur- 
ther names reported as being in 
line for this season include Judy 
Garland, Slim Whitman, Bill Haley 
& His Comets, ete. 


the | 


Mapes Skyroom, Rene 
Reno, Aug. 9. 

Mickey Rooney with Dick Win- 

slow & Joey Forman, Smith Twins, 

Skylets with Joe Kirtchen, Eddie 
Fitzpatrick Orch: $2 minimum. 


Mickey Rooney on oceasion has 
been known to fluff off any real ef- 
fort at a night elub act. But this 
time around the “Mick” puts out 
enough candlepower to light the 
Skyroom for 45 minutes. It’s fast, 
very funny, and clean, 

Aided well by Dick Winslow, who 
conducts and doubles for bits, and 
Joey Forman, the focus is still on 
Rooney. He sings, does a number 
which works in all his impreshes, 
and becomes the character on a Ted 
Mack Amateur Show, Candid Cam- 
era, and a politician on tv. In all 
this there may be half a dozen 
funny lines, but Rooney himself is 
great as he clowns his way through 
the whole thing. 

“Heartbeat of Hollywood” is a 
sad finish—a Hollywood ex-great 
who's pleading for a job as an 
extra. It has some throat-clutch- 
ing moments the room is very still, 
but the ending doesn’t wrap up his 
wonderful long stint of humor. 

Forman is introed from the aud 
‘as a great underwater cameraman 
and takes the crowd by surprise as 
a legit part of the show. He serves 
as Rooney’s straight for the most 
part but does well by himself in 
some mimicry of his own and as a 
Texas gambler. 

Winslow first appears taking pic- 
tures of Rooney from the sidelines 
and makes a fine “ham-fan” of 
Rooney's before he takes over the 
orchestral chores. 

The trio make it all appear a 
pretty casual and fun-for-all ses- 
sion. Material isn’t cut and dried 
and moves quickly. This is po 
longer Andy Hardy, the playful 
kid, but a frankly amusing guy 
with a freewheeling act. 

The Smith Twins’ biggest selling 
point of the moment is that they 
look like Marilyn Monroe. They not 
only resemble her, but they’ve go 
her down pretty close in the 
breathlessness, open mouth and 
cold shoulders. Their opening 
tune, “Lullaby of Broadway,” is 
strongest, mainly because this is 
the first of an unchanging pace. 
They hurry through “Lady is a 
Tramp,” “Side by Side” and oth- 
ers in about the same stride. As 
long as they're going to look the 
part, they might as well be frank 
about # and work up some material 
on MM. They need something 
clever to hold on to the first double 
exposure impression. 

The Skylets surround Joe Kirt- 
chen for opener, “Surrounded by 
Girls,” and precede Rooney & Co. 
with a kind of quiet “Where or 
When,” not exactly a buildup for 
the explosive Mick. Mark. 





Family Circus 


Continued from page 57 





no | 


| Cairoli sustains the rednosed tradi- 
tion. 

| QOne-ring circus, ably directed by 
| Kathleen Williams, has Miss Irene 
| presenting a  League-of-Nations 
ensemble in Tibor Alexander’s Dog 
| Revue, a lively batch of dancing 
and performing pooches who in- 
|dulge in standard chute dives, etc. 
|Theda Sisters (Inger & Nany) are 


iclever Danish twosome spinning 
iconfidently from high _ trapeze. 
Tom & Jerry spice’ bar-to-bar 


swings with comedy. 

Jozsi Vinicky directs horse and 
elephant in seesaw trick, and gets 
|his elephant to step daintily over 
lapparently sleeping horse. The 
Heltanos, two males, spin hoops on 
'legs and arms while balanced up- 
| side down. One of duo wins palm- 
jing with upside-down slide down 
wire on head. 

More balancing from three males 
|of the See-Hee Troupe, who spin 
|plates, one, simultaneously with 
| plates, bending backwards to drink 
ifrom beer glass. The Five D’An- 
|golys ‘3 m, 2 f) juggle skilfully 
;with clubs and hoops. The Zem- 
i|gannos are high-flying quartet of 
lthree males, one femme, swinging 
from high trapeze with safety net, 
‘and causing customer gasps as they 


'jink with hands in mid-air. 
Edith Crocker’s three bears, on 
bicycles and a motorcycle, are 


brightly presented. The group of 
Circus Krone tigers perform in 
cage to Gilbert Houcke’s hep di- 
rection. Eight Shetland ponies, 
plus another Krone group of white, 
chestnut and piebald stallions, all 
presented by Jozsi Vinicky, are 
solid entertainment, being easy-on- 
eye with precision drilling and 
spirited rhythm of canter and 
march. 

Comedy rope-climbing interlude, 
with a gal as stooge in audience, is 
diversion by King Kong, trapeze 
artist garbed in ape skin. Erik 
Ogden batons the resident Tower 
orch from rostrum high above the 
ring. Henry Lytton is again ring- 





master. Gord. 
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Stratford (Conn.) Bard Booms With 
2-Comedy Click; Other Strawhats 


Stratford, Conn., Aug. 14. 

Production nut for the American 
Shakespeare Festival Theatre, cur- 
rently in its second season, is ex- 
pected to be reduced substantially 
this semester. That’s based on the 
click business being done by the 
two comedy entries, “Measure for 
Measure” and “Taming of the 
Shrew.” 

“Shrew” was added to the reper- 
toire Aug. 5. “Measure” and “King 
John” had been alternating until 


. siness for the latter, how- | ; 
then. Business for the latter, h | $6.800 


ever, has been peor and the drama 
liability has been cut to one per- 
formance weekly. The take for 
eight performances, ending last 
Sunday (12), was 
sellouts Saturday 
standees) and Thursday 
including a number of 
ducats for students}. 

Gross for the previous week. 
with “Shrew” helping, was $25,300. 
The weekly break-even is under- 
stood to be about $17,000. If busi- 
ness continues at the past fort- 
night's pace, the cut in the produc- 
tion nut should be sizeable. 


($5,700 with 44 
($4,000, 
cutrate 


27.200 including | 





| 
| 


| 
' 


this summer in her revue, “Wel- 
come Darlings.” 

The Westport management is 
negotiating for a return booking of 
“Beasop’s” after Labor Day. The 
barn, meanwhile, has booked Imo- 
gene Coca and Jules Munshin for 
the week of Aug. 27 in “Anniver- 
sary Waltz.” 


‘Rush’ Slow $6,800, Saratoga 

Saratoga, N.Y., Aug. 14. 
Robert Q. Lewis in “What's the 
Rush?” grossed a_ disappointing 
last week at the 587-seat 
Spa Summer Theaire. The radio- 
television star, who. started at 
WTRY, Troy, in 1941, did not draw 
as well as had been expected for 
August and the first week of the 
racing season. His biggest pull was 
was scaled 


in the balcony. House 


The previous week’s preem of 


Robert Saffron’s comedy, “All On | 


a Summer's Day.” grossed a fair 
$6,000 at a $3.30 top. Beatrice 
Lillie in “‘Beasop’s Fables” is cur- 
rent. 


Molly Picon 11G, Wedge 
Atlantic City, Aug. 14. 


‘Bus’ Click $15,300, Philly Wedge Playhouse, located next 
Philadelphia, Aug. 14. /to the Ritz-Carlton hotel on the 

“Bus Stop” grossed $15,300 at) qowntown boardwalk, is going 
the Playhouse in the Park last} gtrong in its first season of summer 


week. giving the canvastop its most 
profitable stanza this season. The 
net on the show was higher than 
that of the previous week's entry, 
“Solid Gold Cadillac,” whic'+ 
“abbed a record-breaking $18.066, 
with Gertrude Berg starred, “Bus” 
jas a less costly venture, with a 
eal cast and no stars. 

Local crix, who panned the Wil- 
liam Inge play when it tried out 
at the Walnut Theatre in 1955, re- 
versed their opinions in reviewing 
the tent production. “Bus” is the 
third Inge play to be presented at 


the Playhouse this season The 
others were “Come Back, Little 
Sheba” and “Picnic.” Except for 


the Monday eve opening when if 
rained, “Bus” sold out every night 


with the management putting in 
extra chairs during the latter part 
of the week. 


Modern ‘Ado’ 5G, Olney, Md. 
Olney, Md., 14 

Despite rave reviews by Wash 
ington critics, the first week of 
Players, Inc., production of “Much 
Ado About Nothing” in modern 
dress brought in only $5,000. The 
Shakespearean play will continue 
for another week. 

Olney will complete its strawhat 
season with a new play, “The Old 
3ov,” opening next Tuesday (21 
An Irish comedy by Maura Laver- 
by Margo 


mo 
AUB 


t\ it was produced 

Jones in Dallas last year under if 
original title. “Tolka Row.” The 
play was also performed under 
that title in London, Dublin and 


selfast. 


“Teahouse” $17,400, Warwick, R.1I. 


Warwick, R. I., Aug. 14 

Robert Rapport's touring tent 
production of “Teahouse of the 
August Moon” grossed $17,400 al 
the Warwick Musical Theatre last 
week in the first frame ot a fort 
night’s stand. The comedy played 
Six evening periormances ana one 
matinee. Take for seven evening 


the previous \ ee} 


pertormances 


at the Neptune Music Circus, As- 
bury Park, N. J., was $20,400, a 
jump of $3,000 over the initial 
stanza at that spol 

The production moves on to the 
Melody Circle, Allentown, Pa., 
next Monday (20) for a one-week 
stand 
Romero Honorable $17,100, Cincy 

Cincinnati, Aug. 14 

Cesar Romero in “Strictly Dis 
honorable” set a new record for 
the Cincinnati Summer Playhouse 
last week, grossing $17,100 fo 
séven performances. Every pet 
formance at the 1,200-seat theatre 
in-the-round went clean, with the 
standee limit reached nightly 

(he operation tried a 7 p.m. and 
10 p.m. Saturday night perform- 


ance sked for the first time. Major- 
ity of the audience was female. 
Maureen Stapleton and Jules Mun- 
shin in “An Evening of Tennessee 
Williams” are current at the Rich- 
ard L. Rosenteld operation. 


Lillie Record 17G, Westport 

Westport, Conn., Aug. 14. 
Beatrice Lillie in her new revue, 
*“Beasop’s Fables” set a new record 
for the Westport Country 





$19,000 for nine 


The show gave an extra matinee | the-round 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


legit. Producers Buddy Ottenberg 
and Al Nirenberg, are currently 


offering Molly Pieon in “Farblon- 
jete Honeymoon,” now in its third 
week. 

The show grossed almost $13,000 
last week, topping the previous 
stunza’s take of over $11,000. 
“White Cargo,” starring Julie Gib- 


rson, spot’s first offering, did $31,- 


| 


} 


Play- | 
house last week, grossing nearly | been re-named the Town 
performances, | ty Playhouse. 


000 for four weeks. 
Closing bill, starting next Tues- 


day (21), will be “Tender Trap,” | 
with Keefe Brasselle and Miss | 
Gibson. 
‘Wagon’ $12,000, Det. 
Detroit, Aug. 14 
“The Time of the Cuckoo, star- 


ring Luther Adler and Claire Luce, 
grossed a thin $8,200 last week at 
Northland Playhouse. “Paint Your 
Wagon,” featuring Ton: 
his original Broadway role of Julio, 
did $12,000 at Melody Circus. 
The breakevens at the two tents 
are $11,000 for Northland and $12.- 
000 for Melody. Northland, which 
seats 1.400, has a potential capacity 


of $25,678 at a $3.60 top, while the | 


1,500-seat Melody has a potential 
capacity of $41,982 gat a $4 top. 
Both tenters offer 25° discounts 

Current productions are “A 
Roomful of Roses, starring Louise 
Allbritton, at Northland, and a 
second week of “Paint Your 
Wagon” at Melods 


Liked ‘Cimmick’ Tryout, 
Rate It a Potential Hit 


New York. 

Ed " V I] r 

We saw the recent tryout of 
“The Gimmick” at the Westport 
(Conn Country Playhouse. We} 
were delighted and amused and 
greatly entertained, as was the en- 
{ large audience 

Farce is difficult to play, espe- 
cially with an abbreviated rehear- 
sal period Wouldn't it have been} 
fai to the cast and author Jo 
seph Julian if Varrety had re- 
viewed. it late in the week instead 
of opening night? 


We feel that “The Gimmick” has 
hit potentials, and should not be 
damned without further hearing. 

bby Lewis and John D. Sey 

Vir. and Mrs. Seymour are legit 
and television Ed 


iour 


actors 


Strawhat in N. Dakota 
Converted From Nitery 
14 


Viinneapolis, Aug 


| 


From nitery to legit is the switch 
eroo made by the Dome bistro, lo 
caied on a highway between the 
towns of Bismarck and Mandan, 
N. D Moreover, it’s now a pro- 
fessional summer stock company, | 


with an Equity resident troupe. 

Nancy Edwards, a_ Bismarck 
young woman who studied dra- 
matics at Syracuse U., is responsi- 
, ble for the experiment. Her part- 
ner is Judith Marus, who previous- 
| ly operated a summer stock theatre 
near Buffalo. 

The converted Dome nitery has 
’n’ Coun- 
It’s a theatre-in- 


and attendance has 


last Sunday (12). The eight-per- | been ranging from 100 to 150 per 
formance take was $17,000, beating | night, the latter representing ca- 


out the previous high of $16,400 | pacity. 


Miss Marus does most of 


set by Tallulah Bankhead earlier ' the directing. 


Bavvar in | 





Love That Feeling 


Howard Teichmann, who 
collaborated with George S. 
Kaufman on “Solid Gold Cadil- 
lac,” has been getting substan- 
tial royalties from stock pro- 
ductions this summer, espe- 
cially since the comedy has 
proved to be a vehicle for 
character actress names. 
Among those playing it in 
strawhats have been Billie 
Burke, Gertrude Berg, ZaSu 
Pitts, Mary Boland, Elsa Lan- 
chester, Frances Starr, Ruth 
McDevitt, Paula Trueman and 
Ethel Shutta. 

“I’ve always heard about be- 
ing kept by women,” the au- 
thor quips, “and believe me 
| it’s wonderful.” 


Cadillac’ Solid 


| 











te balan For Burke & Berg 


“Solid Gold Cadillac” is giving 
| Billie Burke and Gertrude Berg a 
| money-making ride this summer. 
| Both actresses are starring in sep- 
| arate strawhat package _ produc- 
{tions of the Howard Teichmann- 
| George S. Kaufman comedy. The 
| two offerings have been playing to 
| generally strong business. 

Miss Burke appeared in the 
show initially last April at the Co- 
conut Grove (Fla.) Playhouse, 
where she grossed nearly $31,600 
in two weeks. Other grosses picked 
up by her since hitting the straw- 
hat trail last June include Ogun- 
quit (Me.) Playhouse, $8,900; Fa- 
mous Artists’ Country Playhouse, 
Fayetteville, N. Y., around $10,000 
and the Triple Cities Playhouse, 
Binghamton, N. Y., $7,000. 

Also, the Spa Summer Theatre, 
Saratoga, N. Y., a record $10,306: 
Theatre by the Sea, Matunuck, 
R. J., $8,800 and the Falmeuth 
Playhouse, Coonamessett, Mass, 
|} $11,900. Miss Burke is on a guar- 
|antee, plus 50° ef the profits. She 
| also played to cepacily at the Ann 


{Arbor (Mich.) Drama Festival and 
at the Bucks County Playhouse, 
New Hope, Pa 


Miss Berg’s gross record includes 
the Sacandaga Park Summer The- 
|}atre, Sacandaga. N. Y., capacity 
$11,000; Grist Mill Playhouse, An- 
|dover, N. J., capacity $11,400: 
| Capri Theatre, Atlantic Beach, ca- 
pacity $14,000 and the Playhouse 
in the Park, Philadelphia. a record 
| $18,066 





Legit Followup 





No Time for Sergeants 
(ALVIN THEATRE, N.Y.) 
Charles Hohman has succeeded 


Andy Griffith as the blissfully daffy | 
Ser- | 


and “No Time for 
rolls along on waves of ca- 


draftee 
| geants”’ 


pacity-house laughter. One ting is | 


immediately evident—the Ira Le- 
vin dramatization of Mac Hyman’s 
novel is not dependent on any par- 
ticular actor or actors. 

In fact, as caught last week, the 
show seems even better than it did 
on that gleeful opening night last 
| October. Although Griffith 


} 
| 
' 


seemed virtually the personification | 


of the happy innocent, Will Stock 
dale, his successor is also excellent 
in the role, Griftith’s 
dialect is missed 


Hohman is a distinctly different | 


| characterization, straighter, quieter, 
less infectious at the start but pos- 
sibly sustaining more expertly. He 
is a thoroughly satisfactory succes- 
sor and “Sergeants” 


comedy smash good for months 
and months more of bulging box- 
| office 

Although the show has not been 
changed since its opening 10 
months ago, it seems more com-| 


pact and better balanced than orig- 
inally 
playing slowly, the 
comedy doesn't get away to the 
howl it Gid opening night, but it 
holds up better, somehow avoiding 
the former letdown of the middle 
|portion. With Peter Larkin’s in- 
geniously contrived setting a key 
factor, the show moves smoothly to 
a hilarious climax. 


Starts more 


tains its edge admirably. Myron 
McCormick is still amusing as the 
veteran top sergeant, although his 
playing is beginning to show signs 
of becoming mechanical. Roddy 
McDowall remains standout as the 
air force inductee with an infantry 
complex, Howard Freeman and 
Royal Beal are expressively pomp- 
ous as harried ‘generals, and Rob- 
ert Webber, James Millhollin, 
Hazen Gifford, Carl Albertson and 
Bill Hinnant are notable in lesser 
roles, Hobe. 





cornpone | 


still rates as a} 


Possibly because Hohman’s | 


The performance as a whole re- | 
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their union obligations. 





| Handbook Committee. 
| Ward. 


Casts 


! 
j 
| 
' 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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Inside Stuff—Legit 


A simplified breakdown of the functions of Actors Equity and the 
responsibilities of its membership has been issued by the union iy 
handbook form, The pamphlet briefly outlines the different Equity 
contracts, various rules and oiher aspects of the organization. 
lists certain professional responsibilities of members, in addition to 
A historical summary, a rundown of current 
activities and an explanation of the administrative setup are among 
other items included in the text, which was compiled by the union's 
Cover and inside illustrations are by John 


It also 


f “Student Prince” and “Red Mill” at the Greek Theatre, 
Hollywood, kicked off a new Coast program for a blood bank for per- 
formers, the first ever attempted. 
Musical Artists are cosponsoring the bank. 
ers needed blood transfusions, union execs “borrowed” from available 
supplies around the area and then had to arrange for individual blood 
donations to replenish what had been used. 


Equity and American Guild of 
In the past when perform- 


Bank, which will be 


| handled through the Red Cross facilitigs, will take gare of such con- 


| Lingencies in the future. 


“Costumes & Styles” by Henry Harald Hansen (Dutton; $5.95), fs a : 
short history of human apparel which should prove valuable to theatri- 
Styles are traced from early Egypt to recent crea- 
tions otf Patou, Mainbocher, Lanvin and Schiavarelli. 
look” is included in the survey, as well as sports costumes, occupa- 
tional wardrobe, uniforms and special period accoutrements. 
is in charge of costumes at Danish National Museum, Copenhagen. 
Mrs. Hansen’s text is embellished with 685 excellent color sketches 
by Scandinavian artists Ebbe Sunesen, Mogens Bryder and Kaj Nrre- 


cal researchers. 


gaard. 


Dior’s “new 


Author 





Julius Adler will costar” with 
Diana Goldberg, Mae Schoenfeld 
and Henrietta Jacobson in the 
American-Yiddish musical, “It’s a 
Funny World,” opening in Octo- 





ber at the Downtown National 
Theatre. 
| Italian playwright Eduardo de 


| Filippo due in New York in Sep- 
itember for fehearsals of F. Hugh 
| Herbert’s ‘“‘Best House in Naples,” 
based on his “Filomena Martu- 
rana.” 

The Shakespearewrights, which 
operated off-Broadway at the Jan 
Hus auditorium for the past three 
years, switching to a newly con- 
structed 200-seat theatre at» St. 
Ignatius Church, N.Y., this season. 
Group is scheduled to open Oct, 17 
with ‘‘Hamlet.”’ 

British actor Max Adrian set to 
| star in “Candide.” 


for “Auntie Mame.” 
| Merton Gottlieb takes over as 
jhouse manager of American 


Shakespeare Festival Theatre, 
Stratford, Conn., replacing Dick 
Skinner, who resumes next Monday 
(20) as company manager of “The 
Lark” in Central City, Col. 

Guthrie McClintic will direct 
“Happiest Millionaire,” replacing 
H. C. Potter, who had to bow out 
of the assignment because of a film 
commitment 

Charlotte Rae and Joe E. Marks 
have been cast as Mammy and 
Pappy Yokum in “Li’l Abner,” 

Joseph Beruh has_ succeeded 
Peier Falk in “Iceman Cometh.” 

Michi Kobi, of the touring “Tea- 
house of the August Moon” cast, 
lectured 27 Okinawin students at 
Milis College, Oakland, Cal., on the 
theatre. 

Shirley Farmer, formerly of the 
Theatre Guild, into the production 
assistant slot on ‘“‘Major Barbara.” 
| Robert Downing and Charles 
| Baker will be production stage 
manager and casting director, re- 
spectively, for “Happy Hunting.” 

Signe Hasso has landed the 
femme lead in “Apple Cart.” 

Howard Bay will design 
scenery “Build With 
| Hand.” 

Harold Clurman to direct Broad- 
way version of “Waltz of Tore- 
adors.”’ 


the 
One 


for 


|} An arbitration hearing concern- | 


ing Alexander H. Cohen and Ralph 
Alswang’s allegation that Hal 
March breached his contract to ap- 
pear in their contemplated Broad- 
production of Max Wilk’s 
Section” scheduled for 


| way 
“Brass 
Sept. 26 
Charles Bowden, Richard Barr 
and H. Ridgley Bullock scheduled 


Paul Crabtree’s ‘Laughter of 
| Giants” as next Broadway produc- 
tion in November. 


Pat Hingle and Natalie Trundy 
| signed for “Girls of Summer.” 

Virgina Kaye, wife of Broadway 
producer Kermit Bloomgarden, 
| added to cast of “Major Barbara.” 
| David Merrick, co-producer with 
| Joshua Logan of Broadway musi- 


H ” 


cal, “Fanny,” planed to London 
Friday (10) to supervise London 
edition of tuner which opens Drury 
Lane Theatre in October. 

Jerome Whyte production super- 
visor for “Bells Are Ringing.” 

Richard Davidson’s ‘‘Nobody’s 
Child,” under direction pf Richard 
Castle, scheduled to preem Aug. 22 
at the off-Broadway Open Stage. 

“Fanny” switching its regular 
Broadway performance sked over 
the Labor Day weekend by giving 
Sunday matinee and evening per- 
formance Sept. 2 and a special 








Peggy Clark will do the lighting | 


Legit Bits 


Monday mat. Sept. 3. The regular 
Monday, Tuesday night and 
Wednesday matinee performances 
will be eliminated that week. 


Herman Magidson has replaced 
Terrence Little as stage manager 
for “Most Happy Fella.” 

Refuting a letter printed in 
VaRIETY last week, the manage- 
ment of “Damnrn Yankees” states 
the show does employ a Negro 
performer as a member of the 
Washington Senators baseball team. 

Recent Varrerty references to “Cat 
on a Hot Tin Root” have inadvert- 
ently omitted mention of Jack 
Lord as Ben Gazzara’s successor. 
He later relinguished the assign- 
ment to Alex Nicol, 

The Theatre in Der Josefsiadt 
of Vienna will make its U.S. debut 
Sept. 4 at the Barbizon Plaza Thea- 


tre, N.Y., with Fritz Eckhardt’s 
comedy, ‘“‘Rendezvous in Vienna." 
Robert Alda will costar with 


'Linda Darnell in “Harbor Lights,” 





| 
} 
| 





with Guy Thomajan directing. 

Jewish playwright F, Bimko and 
the Hebrew Actors’ Union will 
present “a Yiddish legit season at 
the Labor Temple Theatre, a 
former ff-Broadway showcase, 
The initia! offering, skedded for 
early October, will be “Broken 
Lives,” a new comedy by Bimko, 
which he’ll also stage. 

Peter Palmer will make his pro 
debut in the title role of the musi- 
calized “Li'l Abner,” while Johnny 
Myhers is another cast addition. 

The Broadway and national com- 

panies of “Damn Yankees” and 
“Pajama Game" scouting chorus 
replacements. 
_ Paulette Girard, whc appeared 
In “Boy Friend” on Broadway, 
rejoining the musical currently on 
the Coast. 

Dean Crane has resumed his 
aerial dance stunt in “Fanny” after 
a two-month leave. 

The new comedy team of Gene 
Wesson and Gordon Polk, recently 
signed for a long-term NBC com- 
edy buildup, also set for legit 
showcasing via ‘Happy Hunting,” 
but will perform separate roles, 
not as a team, 

Bil & Cora Baird’s Marionette 
Theatre set for an eight-day, 21- 
performance run at the Playhouse 
Theatre, N. Y., beginning Sept. 1. 

Sally Gracie and Mark Herron 
added to the “Major Barbara” cast. 

“Most Happy Fella’ will give a 
Labor Day matinee instead of the 
regular Wednesday afterneon show 
that week 

Alan Napier, Paul Mann and 
Elien Holly have been added to the 


|cast of “‘Too Late the Phalarope, 


which John Stix will direct. 

Bert Lahr has signed a two-yeal 
pact to star in the Playwrights Co. 
production of the wmusicalized 
“Grand Hotel.” 

John Anderson and Murray Bet: 
nett have succeeded Pat Hingle and 
Fred Stewart, respectively, in ‘Cal 
on a Hot Tin Roof.” 

John C. Becher into “No Timé 
for Sergeants” after two months 12 
Europe. 

Guy Bolton back in New York 
from England to assist produce 
Jed Harris in the casting of ‘““Wings 
of the Dove,” which he adapted 
from the Henry James novel. 

“Matchmaker” will give a Sun: 
day evening performance Sept. 2 
and a Labor Day matinee Sept. 3 
in lieu of the regular Monday and 
Tuesday night performance that 
week. 

“Look at Her” is the new title 
of the “George Abbott- Bob Me!- 
rill musical adaptation of “Anna 
Christie.” 
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SILO TRAIL MAKING LIKE ROAD 





Equity Extends Employment Drive 
To Industrials, 


Actors Equity, which recently 
expanded its jurisdiction to the | 
industrial show field, is extending | 
its campaign for actor employ ment | 
jn still other fields. Latest moves 
in this direction have been taken 
by the union’s Coast office in (1) 
forming a Star Sponsored Reading 
Group and (2) opening up the field | 
of local civie celebration produc- 
tions to its members. 

The Star Sponsored’ Reading | 
Group program has already been 
functioning in New York, with un- 
its under the aiges of Helen Hayes, 
Peggy Wood and Maurice Evans. 
In the civic celebration idiom, the 
Fiesta Del Pacifico in San Diego 
has earmarked $15,000. of its | 
budget for the employment of | 
Equity members for the six-week | 
run of the Pilgrimage play, ‘ ‘The | 
California Story.” 

The Santa Barbara Fiesta this | 
year also has a limited number of 
Equityites for its “Song of the) 
Bells” production. The Coast of- 
fice is also working on opening up 
university and college productions 
for its members. A step in this di- 
rection was taken by Edd X. Rus- 
sell, Equity’s Los Angeles rep, who | 
recently met with Peter R. Mar-| 
roney, dean of the drama depart- 
ment of the U. of Arizona, the lat- 
ter showing interest in the project. 

Anent the union’s branchout into 
the industrial show field, the basic 
contract for that field calls for a 
minimum $225 payment to actors, 





| 


| Stratford (Ontario) Shakespearean | 


| recovered in 





chorus and assistant stage man- 
agers for employment covering 


seven calendar days, including re- 
hearsals and performance. If the 
work span exceeds that time, the 
page * 67) 


Hefty Show Sked Set 
For 56-57 Hub Season; 
Philly Also Looms Big 


Aug. 14. 


(Continued on 





|ants that university drama courses 


Boston, 


Hub legit is shaping up lively 
this season. It looms bigger than 
last semester, which was the best 
in several years. 


Fall bookings have been set for 
10 tryouts thus far. First in will 
be “Harbor Lights,” costarring 
Linda Darnell and Robert Alda. It’s 
slated for two weeks at the Wilbur | 
beginning Sept. 17. The Colonial 
relights Sept. 27 with “Too Late 
the Phalarope,’ starring Barry 
Sullivan. 

The Shubert has three 
lined up. The first, ‘Li'l Abner,’ 
based on Al Capp’s comic strip, is 
set for three weeks starting Oct. 2. 
“Bells Are Ringing,” with Judy 
Holliday, follows for another three 
weeks beginning Oct. 22. Next, 
opening Nov. 12, is “Happy Hunt- 
ing,” with Ethel Merman and Fer- 
nando Lamas. 

Set for the Plymouth are “Sixth 
Finger in a Five-Finger Glove,” 
Sept. 19; “Apple Cart,” Oct. 1; 
“Best House in Naples,” Oct. 15, 
and “A Very Special Baby,” Qct. 
29. The Opera House has ‘Major 
Barbara” booked for Oct. 3 and the 
Old Vic the week of Jan. 21. 


musicals 





11 Entries For Philly. 
Philadelphia, Aug. 14. 
A bustling legit season is in the 
offing here. Already lined up are 
eight plays and three musicals. 
(Continued on page 66) 


HAL KENNEDY HAS 96 
CAPITAL FOR N.J. BARN 


The current season at the Grist 
Mill Playhouse, Andover, N.J., un- 
der the new management of Har- 
old J. Kennedy, involves a $9,000 
investment. The capital was raised 
under a limited partnership run- 
ning from last May 23 until next 
Oct. 1. Any profits on the summer 
Stand will be split 50-50 between 
Kennedy and the backers. 

Investors include Kennedy, $650: 
Broadway general manager Carl 
Fisher and Broadway producer 
Robert Griffith, $600; author Wil- 
liam Marchant. $1,500, and N.Y. 
Herald Tribune drama editor Bert 
McCord, $500. 
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By JESSE GROSS 
The summer theatre circuit is 
‘developing into an extended play- 
ing area for Broadway 
ing productions. It’s 


Kidney Trouble Kayos 
Plummer, Shatner Subs 


Toronto, Aug. 14. 
Suffering from kidney trouble, 
Christopher Plummer, who plays} 
the title-role in “Henry V” at the 


the silo trail, which in recent sea- 
sons has virtually become a new 
road. 

In the past few years, the cir- 
cuit has been flooded with tour- 
ing packages, with a diminishing 
number of barns going in for ince- 
pendent productions. A_ solidly 
booked package averages a 10-12 
week summer tour. In some cases 
a couple of managers band _ to- 
gether and mount a show solely 
for their barns, while in the mu- 
sical tent field some productions 
put in several weeks playing can- 
| vastops operated by the same man- 


Festival, was taken to hospital late | 
last week. His understudy, Wil- 
liam Shatner, took over the role 
Friday (10) eve, with Peter Wylde 
doing Shatner’s former Duke of 
Gloucester. Plummer went back 
on the following night (‘Sat.), re- 
turning immediately after the 
show to the hospital. 

Expected that Plummer will be 
time to accompany 
| the troupe to the Edinburgh Fes- 





tival later this month when com- | agement. 

pany will ily ever ster Westin’ The new wrinkle this season, 

mnish of Shakespearean Festiva though, is the summer theatre 

here. | booking of shows directly after 
their Broadway or road closings, 
| with virtually the same casts go- | 


ling into the warm-weather spots. 
| The } atest entry to make that move 
| is “Fallen Angels,” which 
Broadway last Saturday 

The show, with 
and Margaret 
in their 
signments, 
' three-week 


Acting Career 


A ‘Luxury’: Miles 


Albany, Aug. 14. 
Acting today is a 


c23), 


has been booked for a 
strawhat tour begin- 


“Juxury” for | “! 
‘ning Aug. 27 at the Camden Hills 


setts arnt perrormers. vent . me |(Me.) Summer Theatre. That spot 
opinion of vet stock producer Wil-| j¢< operated by Charles Bowden. 
| liam Miles as expressed recently | Richard Barr and H. Ridgley Bul- 
'in a local interview over station | lock Jr., who produced the Noe! 
|WPTR. The statement was in line Coward revival in New York. The 
| with Miles’ advice to such aspir- comedy will play a week in Cam- 


den and then go to the Hyde Park 


provide the best training. (N. a Playhouse and the Bucks 
When queried if tuition might County rlaynonse, aw SNe, 28 
|not be a deterent to many of the | Earlier this season, “Ponder 
youngsters, Miles responded with Heart, starring David Wayne, 
the luxury comment,  adding,|™0ved out for a four-week citro- 
“Where else can a person learn to nella hike following its Broadway 
act? Stock companies once were | ¢!0sing. Similarly, most ef the 
the proving grounds. How many | P0st-Broadway touring company o! 
of them operate now, except to a| Teahouse of the August Moon” 
limited degree during the sum-/| have been retained for a tent trek 
mer.” : following the fold of the produc- 
Miles, producer of the Berkshire “Ons Fegutar sour. 
playhouse, Stockbridge, Mass., and | pues mun wus rape wane 
a former actor, mentioned such HUGH | BECKET LINES UP 
schools as the Yale School of | 
Drama, Carnegie Tech, U of | 


PORT.-SEATTLE DATES 


He also had strong praise for the | Portland, Ore., Aug. 14. 
London Academy of Dramatic! yeh Becket. legit booker for 
Arts, but was less complimentary Portland and Seattle. was here for 
about the N.Y. Academy of Dra- a few days setting up his new fall 
matic Arts, which he felt had) series of shows. Joe Flynn, ad- 
slipped. vance man for “Inherit The Wind” 
Miles view of the situation was | company was ditto. 
probably best summed up by his| «wina” gets things started the 
statement that youngsters pursu- | first week in September with a brisk 
ang an adenine career are “crazy.” | advance already under way. Becket 
So eee has booked Imogene Coca _ in|} 


“Janus” for January, followed by 
Vivian Blaine in “Hatful of Rain” 
|in February. “The Lark,” ‘“Anas- 
| tasia,” and ‘“‘Witness For The Prose- 
| cution” are pencilled in the series 
| Beckett has received loads of in- 


TIME FOR ‘PATRICK’ | 
David Wayne As Star and Co- 
Producer—Taped Radio 


Although David Wayne * has | Quiries regarding “My Fair Lady” 
started a new radio series for | Since theatregoers read about the 
NBC, it won’t interfere with his | national company. ’ 
plan to co-produce and star in| * In adddtion to legit stuff, Beck 
“The Loud Red Patrick” on/ett’s Portland Town Hall Series 
Broadway this fall. The ether! has also been completed for the 


series’ is being taped, so the actor 
can do his m.c. and occasional 
dramatic performances at his own | 


coming season: Robert Mallett, Oc- 
tober: Alfred Wolff,, November; 
Eric Parel, December; Hal Linker. 


convenience. « | Jamuary; Curtis Nagel and Ear] | 
“Loud Red Patrick,’ based on! Brink, February; Gerald Hooper, 

sketches by Ruth McKenney and | March. 

her late husband, Richard Bran- | 


Legit and Town Hall series play 
at the Civic Auditorium here an4 
the Moore Theatre in Seattle. 


sten, has been dramatized by John 
Boruff. The copyright for the 
script reportedly lists Vivian (Mrs.) 





Boruff as co-adaptor, but that’s ° 

understood to be merely a nominal J Brooks Ehrlich? 

matter, ‘ , d 
The play has been under option San Francisco, Aug. 14. 


to several different Broadway 
managements in recent years, in- 
cluding Fred F. Finklehoffe & Jed 


Trial lawyer Jake Ehrlich turned 
drama critic last week. The le- 
galite was retained by the Call- 


OM BROADWAY. 


and tour- | 
another | 
{ phase in the changing character of | 


closed | 


Mary McCarty 
Phillips continuing | 
costarring Broadway as- | 





Summer Stock ’6 Bullish; Only 2 
Foldos Among 162 Equity Barns 


stock 





Summer appears to be 


‘ ’ ] thriving this season. That’s indi- 
Hanpy Dollar Glums Up }cated by scattered gross reports, 
: _ but more emphatically by the 
The Works in Coast Foldo dearth of barn closings S.uill 
prevalent, however, are the usual 


Hollywood, Aug. 14. 

The Te xas-backed-and- inspire d | rocketing 
musical, ““The Happy Dollar,” gave | large 
up the ghost after four dour w aie 
at a local small-seater and pro- | 
| ducer-director Richard C. Ott de- 


claims of hardship brought on by 
productions and 
salary demands by stars. 
Of 162 silos and rents bended by 
Actors Equity this season, only two 
| have shuttered thus far. They are 


costs 


parted, apparently to return to/|the Roosevelt, Miami Beach, and 
Texas. He left behind an incom-| the John Hancock Hall operation 
| plete audit, some outstanding bills| in Boston. Another barn, the Prine 
and a number of checks which,| cess, Niagara Falls, Ont., has re- 
creditors reported, were not being | verted to a picture policy, but is 
| henored by the bank. still open to package bookings. 
Musical racked up a loss of| The Equity tent-barn tally this 
‘around $25,000 on an investment |summer represents an increase of 


of $15.000 according to available} eight over last year. Included in 


estimates. Tally may go higher the total, though, are five new tee- 
when all the bills are in. Show] pees and 27 other showcases ‘some 
never did better than 30°° capacity | formerly non-Equity). That means 


Thea- | 24 of the operations 
operating | last summer 


iat the 400-seat Las Palmas 


functioning 
tre and registered an 


failed to reopen this 


joss of around $5,000 in addition | year, or switched to non-Equity 

\to closing expense. |status. The five canvastops, inci- 

By ironic coincidence, John La-| dentally, bring the total in that 
touche, who penned the book and | category to 20. 

| lyrics, died in New York three days; Reflecting the builish business 

| after the show closed here. |raeked up by some locations this 








summer are the following gross re- 


| ports received by Variety: Billie 
¢ ? |Burke in “Solid Gold Cadillac” 
a ee ars | grossed $10,300 at the Spa, Sara- 
| toga, N. Y., breaking a 10-year rece 
| }ord. Beatrice Lillie in her “Bea- 
| . sop’s Fables” revue set new rece 
| rod if fords at the Ivoryton’ (Conn.) 
b Plavhouse and the Westport 
: (Conn.) Plavhouse, grossing $16,000 
| Backers of “Bad Seed which | and $17.600 respectively 
‘losed in Chicago last June 30. have | 
=~ ed in ( hic 120 ] ast une have | Also, “Teahouse of the August 
thus far received a 189°% profit on| , 
igeyak a ee ad Moon” nabbed $20.400 in its see- 
their $78,000 investment That ‘ Spike 
ge . : ond week at the Neptune Music 
was reflected in a recent account-| A... 
ie Circus, Asbury Park, N.J., setting 
ing covering the windup of the|. pe t Ss 
Playwrights Co. production a new high for the spot. Show was 
: ; a the first non-musical to play the 
} is OE oe audit, the Ma: ba i] An-| tent Cesar Romero in “Strictly 
derson adaptation of 114M / Dishonorable” set a new record at 
March’s novel had netted 9290.853.| the Cincinnati (O.) Playhouse with 


of which, $290,000 
tributed, with the 
management 


has been dis- 
backers and 
sharing 50-50 The 


Gertrude 
idillae”’ es- 
Play- 


a $17,100 gross, while 
Berg in “Solid Gold C: 
tablished a new record at the 


Nancy Kelly starrer had a click 42-| house in the Park, Philadelphia, 
week sroadway run before going! with an $18.066 gross 
on tour, where it played to strong 


business until its final weeks 
Profit on the 


venture includes ‘Threepenny’ Established 











income from the sale of the film - All 
rights to Warner Bros. for $300 As Greenwich Village 
000 (less commissions), of which ‘ : ; 
60°° goes to the authors and 40% [: e Hik T S | 
to the company. The film studio ixiure; IKES IX Cale 
paid the Playwrights another $70.- “The Threepenny Opera” is be- 
000 to delay the tour to enable|coming a Greenwich Village fix- 
members of the original cast to} ture 
participate in the film production The longrun musical, which re- 
}Of that amount, the company re-| opened at the Theatre de Lys in 
tained $50,000, giving the balance| the Village last Sept. 28 after a 
to the authors, prior 95-performance run at the 
| . | house in 1954, is appa Segoe con- 
'THEATRE-ON-THE-SPOT’ tinuing indefinitely That’s indi- 
cated by the recent Pi i 
seis of the show’s b. o a for next 
Indiana Students Skedded For! New year’s Eve. The tab for that 
8-Day B’way Legit 0.0 | performance will be 5.75 for the 
nan |orchestra and $4.60 for the bal- 
| Dr. R. W. Masters, director of | cony. 
|dramatics at Indiana State Teach-| The Carmen  Capalbo-Stanley 
| ers College, Terra Haute, is bring-| Chase (in association with Lucille 
(ing his Contemporary Theatre| [Lortel) production is also hiking 
| Course to New York later this|jts regular b. o. scale, effective 
|month for an eight-day “theatre-| Sept. 18. The Friday and Saturday 
| on-the-spot” study. It'll be the/night top is being upped from 
sixth -such trek for Dr. Masters. | $415 to $4.85. while the weeknight 
The Broadway 0.0. was originally|jigh jumps from $3.45 to $4.15. 
designed for drama students but| The Sunday night top will remain 
has been expanded to _ include| at $4.15, while the Saturday and 
teachers and others. Sunday matinee high will be in- 
Daily luncheons, with guest! creased from $2.90 to $3.45 
speakers, are skedded at the Pic- Capalbo and Chase sponored the 
cadilly Hotel, while shows sched-| original de Lys presentation and 
uled to be caught include “Fair! were joined by Miss Lortel, owner 
Lady,” “New Faces,” “Happy | of the theatre. in bringing it back. 
Fella,” “Anne Frank,”’ “Middle ory (Continued on page 67) 
the Night,’ ‘Damn Yankees,” | so maaleds 
‘Matchmaker” and “No Time for | 


“JAS. LEE’S NEW ‘CAREER’ 
GETS HOUSTON TRYOUT 


‘ 2.9 Houston, Aug. 14. 
Palm Tree 8 New Plot A four-week tryout of “Career,” 


Sergeants. Cinerama and _ the} 
Radio City Music Hall are also on | 
the agenda. 








Harris. Under the latter sponsor- 
ship, a pre-production film deal 
was tentatively set with 20th Cen- 
tury-Fox, but it fell through and 
the scheduled legit presentation 
was subsequently dropped. 

“Loud Red Patrick” is being pro- 
duced by Wayne and Robert Doug- | Ehrlich is the author of ‘‘Never 
las, in partnership with Richard | Plead Guilty,’ a bestseller last 
Krakeur. | winter. 


Bulletin, local Hearst afternoon 
daily, to review ‘‘Witness for the 
Prosecution,” which opened at the 
Alcazar here Aug. 6. His critique 
appeared two days after the sheet 
ran a regular notice by firststringer 
Bob Hall. 





skedded to hit Broadway early in 


Plans for a Coast tryout of! | a new play by James Lee, is sched- 
Meade Roberts’ “Palm Tree in a | uled for an Aug. 28 opening at the 
Rose Garden” have been dropped. | Alley Theatre. The production is 
A usual out-of-town break-in will | beng dedicated to the late Margo 
be substituted for the Robert! Jones, founder of the theatre in 
Abelson production, | Dallas, which bears her name. 
The presentation, which will 
‘December. Fred Sadoff will not! mark the Alley’s ninth season un- 
stage as originally announced. far Nina Vance’s management, 

Maxine Keith is pressagenting. will run through Sept. 22. 


Lavin-Hope 
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Opening Tonight, August 15 
COCONUT GROVE 
Los Angeles Ambassador 


3 WEEKS 
ee e e 


ANOTHER HIT! 
Hildegarde'’s New LP Seeco Album 


“HILDEGARDE: CELEBRITY SERIES” 





Photos: Wm. Langley, Dallas 
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Business on Broadway was up? 
for most shows last week. The 
jumps ranged moderate to sub- 
stantial. Capacity entries were 
“Happy Fella,” “Fair Lady” and 
“No Time for Sergeants.” 

Closing of “Fallen Angels” 
Saturday (11) marked the 
shuttering in several weeks. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama, R (Revue), 
MC (Musical-Comedy), MD (Musi- 
cal-Drama), O (Opera), OP (Op- 
ereita). ; 

Other parenthetic designations 
refer, respectively, to weeks played, 
number of performances through 
last Saturday, top prices, number 
of seats, capacity gross and stars. 
Price includes 10% Federal and 
5% City tax, but grosfes are net; 
i.e., exclusive of tax. 

Cat on a Hot Tin Roof, Morosco 
(D) (73d wk; 580; $6.90; 946; $31,- 
000) (Thomas Gomez, Marjorie 
Steele, Alex Nicol). Previous week, 
$19,500; last week, over $20,890. 

Damn Yankees, 46th St. (MC) 
(67th wk; 532; $8.05; 1,297; $50,- 


on 
first 





573) (Gwen Verdon). Previous 
week, $42,700; last week, over 
$47,700. 


Diary of Anne Frank, Cort (D) 
(45th wk; 357; $5.75; 1,036; $28,854) 
(Joseph  Schildkraut). Previous 
week, $21,400; last week, almost 

0.500. 
ai oo Majestic (MD) (93d_ wk; 
740; $7.50; 1,625; $62,968) (Law- 
rence Tibbett, Billy Gilbert). Pre- 
vious week, $27,600 on twofers; last 
week, almost 26,700 on twofers. 

Hatful of Rain, Lyceum (D) (40th 
wk; 317; $5.75- $4. 60; 995; $23,339) 
(Vivian Blaine). Closes Sept. 29, to 
tour. Previous week, $8,000; last 
week, nearly $8,800; went on two- 
fers late last week. 

Matchmaker, Royale 
wk: 288; $5.75; 1,050; $31,000) 
(Ruth Gordon, Eileen Herlie, Lor- 
ing Smith). Moves Nov. 12 to the 
Booth Theatre where it’s scheduled 
to remain until Jan. 5 prior to be- 
ginning a road hike in Chicago. 
Previous week, $12,900; last week, 
over $12,700. 





(C) (36th 


My Fair Lady, ete? 
(22d wk: 172; $7.50; 1,551; $64,240) 
(Rex Harrison, Julie 
Previous week, almost $65,200: 
week, same. 

New Faces 


(R) (9th wk; 68; $7.50-$6.90; 999; 
$38,577). Previous week, over- 
quoted, gross was almost $21,800, 


last week, around $22,000. 


Will Success Spoil Rock Hunter, 
Shubert (C) (44th wk; 348; $5.75; 


1,453; $41,668) (Jayne Mansfield, 
Walter Matthau, Martin Gabel). 
Previous week, $12,800; last week, 
neariy $13,800. 
Closed Last Week 

Fallen Angels, Playhouse (C) 
(30th wk; 239; $5.75-$4.60; 994; 
$27,251) (Mary McCarty, Margaret 
Phillips). Previous week, $10,400 
on twofers; last week, nearly $10,- 
100; closed last Saturday 11) with 
an estimated $20,000 deficit on a 


$56,000 investment 
OFF- BROADW AY 
Iceman Cometh, Circle in Square 
(5-8-56) 
Man 
21-56) 


of Destiny, Downtown (5- 


No Exit, Theatre East (8-14). 

Threepenny Opera, de Lys (9- 
20-55). 

Uncle Vanya, 4th St. (1-31-56). 


World’s My Oyster, Actors Play- 
house (7-31-56). 


‘Lark’ Chirps $36,500 


Central City, Col., Aug. 14. 
“The Lark,” 
ris, grossed $36,500 
formances, Aug. 4 through 
Saturday (11), 








‘the start of the show’s tour. 


off since its early summer Broad- 
way closing. 











B’way Slump Easing, ‘Cat’ $20,800, 
‘Wonderful’ $44,800, ‘Fanny’ $26,700, 
‘Game’ $27,500, ‘Matchmaker’ $12,70) 


Rain Slows ‘Wagon’ To 


Mr. Wonderful, Broadway (MC) 
(2ist wk; 164; $7.50-$6.90; 1,900; 
$71,000) Previous week, $40,800; 
last week, nearly $44,800 

Most Happy Fella, Imperial (MD) | 
(15th wk: 116; $7.50; 1,427; $57,- | 
875). Previous week, nearly $58,- 
100; last week, same. 


(MC) | 


Andrews). | 
last | 


of 1956, Barrymore | 


No Time for Sergeants, Alvin 
(C) (438d wk; 340; $5.75-$4.60; 1,331; 
$38,500 Previous week, $38,- | 
500: last week, almost $38,700 

Pajama Game, St. James (MC) 
(118th wk; 940; $6.90; 1,615; $52,- 
118) (John Raitt, Eddie Foy Jr., 
Julie Wilson). Previous week, $27,- 
700; last week, over $27,900 


Starring Julie Har- 
in nine per- 
last 
at the Opera. House. 
Stand here, which continues, marks 


The production had been playing | but 


PAPER MILL, $12,780 


Gish Sisters Near SRO With 
‘Chalk Garden’ 





Millburn, N. J., Aug. 14. 
Paper Mill Playhouse hit $12,- 
|860 for second week of “Chalk 
Garden” ending Sunday (12). Dor- 


| othy-Lillian Gish starring vehicle 
|had hit $12,780 for first week, 
| slight difference due to press seats 








opening night. 

The Gishes remain another week, 
then Gloria Vanderbilt, Violet Hem- 
ing and Turhan Bey come in for 
| pre-Broadway trial of “The Spa,” 
a new Edward Chodorov comedy. 
Frank Carrington operation 
| seems to be rolling at consistently 


‘KING’ 326 IN L’VILLE 
AMPHI WINDUP FRAME 


Louisville, Aug. 14. 
Final presentation of summer 
musicals at Iroquois Amphitheatre 
which 


was “The King and I,” n © con 
closed the 6th week of alfresco | profitable pace. Solid Gold 
shows Sunday (12). With perfect | Cadillac,” which had _ preceded 
weather, and various other factors 'Gish duo into the Paper Mill, 


pulled big, largely on draw of vet | 
Frances Starr, who played the role 
done by Josephine Hull on Broad- 
| way. 


co-operating a nifty $32,000 was 
racked up. While season just closed 














plans for a similar six-week sea- 
Burgner, Ronnie McLaren, Jack 
L. Hykin, with Tao Strong as prin- | For Ath ). id Week 
| Fourth week of “Pajama Game” 
‘ af 1 
Prosecution’ Neat 2556, 
heavy advance sales at the 
| House then closes for redecora- 
Opening round of “Witness for 
fourth session of **The Boy Friend” | 


was not exactly profitable, returns | 
have been good enough to justify 
son of summer musicals next year. | 
Top roles in “King” were played | 6 
by Leonard Graves and Annamary | came 
Dickey. In support were Fattas| 
Davis, Edward Preston, Christine | 
Mathews, Norma Larkin and Mark | 
cipal dancer. Local talent filled 
out the cast. Washington, Aug. 14. 
| at the National grossed a nice $32,- 
140) as the musical continued to | 
| bring 
r) ned ’ fy ; : . P -m. 
Friend Steady $47,600, | 1,658-seat theatre. Show will run 
‘ ; another two weeks. 
Teahouse $24,400, SF. tion prior to reopening Sept. 17 
i with “Li'l Abner” tryout. 
the Prosecution” at the Alcazar | 
last week was very strong, while | —" . 
was great at the Curran. ; British Shows 
(Figures denote opening dates) 


Third week of “Teahouse of the | 
August Moon’’—making its second | 
stand in Frisco—was also good. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Witness for the wrencoution. 


LONDON 


| 

| Boy Friend, Wyndham’s (12-1-53) 

| Caine Mutiny, Lon. Hipp. (6-13-56). 
Chalk Garden, Haymarket (4-11-56) 


Alcazar (lst wk) ($4.95; 1,147; $32 Doctor in House, Vic. Pal. (7-30-56). 
| 929) rey $955 |} Dry Rot, Whitehal) (8-31-54) 
929). Over $25,500. Family Reunion, Phoenix (6-7-56). 
Boy Friend, Curran (4th wk For Amusement Only, Apollo (6-5-56). 
(@e A- 9. $52 Res _| Gigi, New (5-23-56). 
$5.40; 1,752; $52,000). Nearly $47,-| Hote Paradiso, Wint. Gard. (5-2-56). 
600; prev ious week, $47,800. | House by Lake, York’s (5-9-56). 
. ’ K . Kismet, Stoll (4-20-55). 
: Teahouse of the August "S37. | | Likely Tale, Globe (3-22-56). 
Geary (3d wk) ($4.40; 1,550; $37,- Long Echo, St. James’s (8-1-56). 
000) (Larry Parks). Over $24,400: Man Alive, Aldwych (6-14-56). 


Mousetrap, Ambassadors (11-25-52). 
Night of 4th, Westminster (6-29-56). 


previous week, $24,700. | 
| Pajama Game, Coliseum (10-13-55) 





Paris by Night, Prince Wales (4-9-55). 

Plain & Fancy, Drury Lane (1-25-56). 

Plume de ma Tante, Garrick (11-3-55). 

Quare Fellow, Comedy (7-24-56). 

Rainmaker, St. Mart. (5-31-56). 

Reluctant Deb, Cambridge (5-24-55). 

Repertory, Old Vic (9-7-55). 

Romanoff & Juliet, Piccadilly 

Sailor Beware, Strand (2-16-55). 

Salad Days, Vaudeville (8-5-54). 

Seagull, Saville (8-2-56). 

South Sea Bubble, Lyric (4-25-56). 

Spider's Web. Savoy (12-14-54). 

Such Is Life, Adelphi (12-14-55). 

To My Love, Fortune (6-6-56). 

Waltz of Toreadors, Criterion (3-27-58). 
SCHEDULED OPENING 

Young & Beautiful, Arts (8-15-56). 

No Time Sgts., Her Maj. (8-23-56), 

Towards Zero, St. James’s (9-4-56) 

Head Over Hearts, Phoenix (9-5-56). 


CLOSED LAST WEEK 
Teahouse Aug. Moon, Her Maj 


$32,000 for K. C. Frame 


| Kansas City, Aug. 14. 

| “Paint Your Wagon,” the eighth 
production of the al fresco musical 
season in the Swope Park Star- 
light Theatre, grossed a slim $32.- 
000 last week. Cast and production 
drew fine notices, but rainy 
| weather hurt business. Talent line- 
up included Dorothy Coulter, Ed- 
| win Steffe, Mitchell Gregg, 
Michael! Kermoyan, Charles Nelson 


(5-17-56). 


ed James Jamieson and Anya | Trip to Bountiful, Arts (7-4-56). 
see } 
. | 
“Wish You Were Here,” in its TOURING 
initial Starli: ght showcasing, is cur- | Bed 
rent. It’s tme sixth newcomer of ) ead dy 
; er OL | Can-Can 
| the season. | Candida 


D’Oyly Carte Opera 
Free Love 
Gay Deceiver 
Girl Called Sadie 





Hefty Sked 


Head Over Hearts 





King and 1! 
| Continued from page 63 ogg na mere meer 
. ; | Reprise 
The tuner product includes the| Saturday Night at the Crown 
touring “Pajama Game” and two | yeis Gamer. a oe 
tryouts, “Happy Hunting,” opening | Too Young to Marry 
Oct. 20 at the Shubert and “Bells | Towards Zero 
ire . ey Ge | winkle 
Are Ringing,” at the same house Under Milk Wood 
Nov. 12. | Waiting for Godot 
- * Water Gypsies 
Bells” is one of 10 productions | Women of the Street 
being offered Theatre Guild-| agree 
American Theatre Society sub- SCHEDULED N. ws OPENINGS 
scribers. Four others, all straight (Theatres indicated if set) 
plays, have also been set Of those | aout he Patrick, Ambassador (10-3) 
] ee ; ‘ — ix inger, Longacre (10-3). 
; Only one has a definite booking.| Harbor Lights, Playhouse (10-4) 
| That’s Loud Red Patrick,” with | Feathered Fauna, Golden (10-10) 
| Arthur Ke ice vig ' | Reluctant Debutante, Miller (10-10). 
Mul Kenne¢ dy and David Wayne,| Too Late Phalarope (10-11) 
opening Sept. 17 at the W alnut. | Double in Hearts, Golden (10-16). 
The ithe . hie Apple Cart, Plymouth (10-18) 
ee vag others are “Sleeping | Li‘l Abner, St. James (Wk. 10-22). 
rince British import sk« vile led | Old Vic, Winter Garden (10-23) 
for early October “Gir ‘“ Separate Tables, Music Box (10-25), 


Separate Rooms (10-25). 
Happiest Millionaire (10-29). 
Long Day’s Journey, 
Major Barbara, Beck (10-30). 
Auntie Mame, Broadhurst (10-31), 
Sleeping Prince, Coronet (11-1). 


of Summer,” with Shelley Winters, 
tentatively scheduled for Oct. 29 
at the Walnut, and “The Lark,” 
Starring Julie Harris, in November. 


> City Center Drama Season (11-7). 
Other plays pencilled in are Best House in Nap'es, Lyceum (11-8) 
‘Happiest Millionaire,” starring Child et Fortune, Royale 112), 
Walter i . ery Special Baby, Belasco (11-14). 
he er Pidgeon, at the Shubert Girls of Summer, Longacre (11-19), 
ate in September; “Best House in Candide, Beck (11-22). 
Naples” Oct. 2 at the Locust, and Bells Are Ringing, Shubert (11-29). 


Happy Hunting, Majestic (12-6). 

Hole in Head (12-12). 

Visit Small Planet, Booth (1-9). 

13 Daughters, Wint. Gard. (Wk. 2-18). 


OFF-BROADWAY 


No Exit, Theatre East (8-14). 
Dorian Gray, Bleecker St. (8-16). 
Nobody’s Child, Open Stage (8-22). 
Rendezvous Vienna, Barbizon P. 
Take a Giant Step, Jan Hus (9-25), 


‘A Very Special Baby,” costarring 
Ezio Pinza and Sylvia Sidney, Oct. 
15, also at the Locust, “Cat On a 
Hot Tin Roof” is scheduled for 
Dec. 10, with the house still to be 
set. “Build With One Hand,” ori- 
Sinally slated as fhe season open- 
er Sept. 10, has been postponed, 

is still expected to try out | Absalom, Fischer Hall (9-27). 


> » vee } Ss Gull, 4th t. (10-9). 
| locally before hitting Broadway. | mamilet, Ste Ignatius (0-17) 








| Aug, 


| Joey” 


| slated to return to Mexico City by 
| Sept. 





(4-22-54) | 


Hayes (wk 10-28). 


(9-13). | (20-25) (Reviewed in VARIETY, July 25, 


L.A. Lush; ‘Prince’ Wow 1206 for 13, 
‘Yanks’ $59,100, Wind 216, Desk’ 311,6 


Los Angeles, Aug. 14. 
A new record gross for the vet- 
eran “Student Prince” was regis- 
tered here last week as the oper- 
etta wound its two-week stand at 
the 4,470-seat Greek Theatre. Tally 





Gone Legit 


Mike Todd apparently can’t 
get out of certain legit habits. 


The Broadway producer- ; : 4 

turned filmmaker has sched- for 13 performances topped $120,- 
7 f th . 000, believed to be far in excess 

uled Oct. 17 for the pape of anything the operetta has ac- 

of his Todd-AO version o complished anywhere in a com- 


“Around the World in 80 days” 
at the Rivoli Theatre, N. Y. 

He’s registered that date 
with the League of N. Y. The- 
atres, a practice employed by 
legit producers to avoid con- 
flicting openings. 


parable period of time. 
Estimates for Last Week 

Damn Yankees, Philharmonic 
Aud (MC) (6th wk) ($4.95; 2,670; 
$65,000) (Bobby Clark). Down to 
$55,100 (including tax; net would 
be $49,500). Closes next Sat. (18). 

Desk Set, Carthay Circle (C) (4th 
wk) ($4.20; 1,518; $34,800) (Shirley 
Booth). Down to $31,500 ($28,400) 
but still smash. Previous week 
$36,500 ($32,900) for nine perform- 
ances. Closes Aug. 25. 

Inherit the Wind, Huntington 
Hartford (D) (4th wk) ($5.20-$4.95; 





Stock Items 





Jane Fonda will appear with her 


father, Henry Fonda, in “Male | 1924; $31,000) (Melvyn Douglas). 
| Animal” at the Cape Playhouse,|Smash $27,000 despite theatre 
| Dennis, Mass., tne week of Aug.| parties; previous week, under- 


15 and at the Falmouth Playhouse, | quoted, was $27,400. Closes Sept. 1. 


Coonamessett, Mass., the following Student Prince, Greek Theatre 
week (OP) (2d wk) ($4; 4,470; $68,000) 
(Brian Sullivan-Elaine Malbin). 


Grete Keller planes Europe-N.Y. 
15 to start rehearsals for her 
one-week appearance in “Pal 
at the Putnam (N.Y.) County 
Playhouse beginning Aug. 27. 
Dolores Del Rio, currently tour- 
ing strawhat circuit in “Anastasia,” 


Walloping $57,500 for final six per- 
formances to hit $120,000 for two 

weeks. Succeeded last night (Mon.) 
by “Red Mill.” 


LIBERACE FRERES PULL 
456 IN DALLAS ‘WALTZ’ 


Dallas, Aug. 14. 
With rave reviews and continued 
good weather helping, “Great 
Waltz” nabbed a nice $45,000 for 
its first seven performances through 
So Sunday (12) matinee at State 
air 





10 because of two film com- 
mitments there. 

Howard Dayton will be featured 
in the Litchfield (Conn.) Playhouse 
tryout of Lawrence Slade’s “Smile 
of the Moon Man,” beginning next 
Tuesday (21). 

Marjorie Gateson will appear in 


the Olney (Md.) Playhouse tryout Musicals. Liberace and 
of “Old Boy” next week. brother George Liberace, starring 


in their first legit roles, with a cast 


Steven Hill doubling as author- featuring Jean Fenn, Lois Hunt. 





irector of “A Question of Mar- ; 

a ” the ween feamaeaterrer Paul Ukena and Ilona Murai, have 

currently trying out at the Bucks | @™@wn stubholders from _ 13 states. 
peg Produced by Charles R. Meeker 


County Playhouse, New Hope, Pa. 
Janet de Gore will appear in 
“You Never Can Tell” at the John 
Drew Theatre, East Hampton, L.I., 
next week. 
Eileen Geis, 
“Sabrina Fair” 


Jr., Musicals’ managing director, 
the revival is scaled to $3.75 top in 
the 4,100-seat air conditioned State 
Fair ‘Auditorium, 

Sixth And final show of this 15th 
season, “Show Boat,’ went into 
rehearsal yesterday (Mon.), also 


the femme lead in 
at Wagner College, 


Staten Island, for three days be-; produced by Meeker. Jerome Kern 
ginning tomorrow (Thurs.). | tuner will star Shirley Jones, sup- 

John Fostini will appear in| ported by William Tabbert, Betty 
“Front Page,” starring Pat O’Brien, | Colby, Margaret Hamilton and 
at the Lakewood Theatre, Barnes- | Lawrence Winters. It’s slated for 
ville, Pa., next week. Barney Bird | 22 Aug. 20-Sept. 2 run. 





will also appear in the production, | 
prior to resuming as stage man- 
ager for the National company of 
“No Time for Sergeants.” 


Operatic Pot-Pourri Mild 
$38,700 in St. L.. Week 


St. Louis, Aug. 14. 
Stock Tryouts “An Evening of Music,” a three- 

act operatic extravaganza featuring 
(Aug. 13-26) | vocal, orchestral and dance ex- 
| cerpts from 13 operas, wound up a 
| seven-night stand in the Municipal 
|Theatre Assn. 10,000-seat alfresco 





| American Countess, musical comedy by 
John F. Grahame and Alexander Maissel 
| —Forrestburgh (N.Y.) Summer Theatre 








(16-18); ora 7 Pov Lee, theatre in Forest ark with a mod- 
Beasop’s Fables (Beatrice Lillie), revue | grata 

ian Tamar Teasire, Barstene. 1%. | erate $38, 700 gross, Talent lineup 

(13-18); Fayetteville (N.Y. Country Play- | Was headed by _Lucine Arama, \¢dai- 

house (20-25) (Reviewed in VARIETY, i Cassel, rances Bible and 

July 4, °56). , . sian ee re 1 bows 
Dead On Nine (Barbara Britton), by | Thomas Hayward. Tickets were 

Jack Poppelwell-—John Drew Theatre, | scaled to $3. 

East Hampton, L.I. (13-18). ss ee a = . eee 
Golden Egg (Donald Cook), adapted by | Peter Pan” is currently making 

Gioia (Mrs. Donald) Cook from Philip |its initial local bow with Sandra 


| King’s British play, “On Monday Next”— | Deel and Martyn Green heading 


¥: lay use *¢ d esse ° Ss. | , “* . 

“ae Playhouse, Coonamessett, Mass | the cast. It’s the first time the fly- 
| Knock at the Door, Arnold Perl’s| ing bit has been used in an outdoor 

adaptation of Sean O’Casey’s autobio- presentation Others in the cast 

graphical volume—White Barn Theatre, | : : 

Westport. Conn. (18) include Ruth Mattheson, Nancy 
Love Is a Two-Way Street, by A. E.| Devlin, Michael Allen, Norman 

Eckland—Sharon (Conn.) Plavhouse (21-25). 


Shelly and Robert Cosden. 


Mousetrap, by Agatha Christie—Star- 
light Theatre, Pawling, N.Y. (14-19) (Prior 
U.S. production of this British original 
reviewed in VARIETY, May 25, ’55). 

Question of Marriage ‘Farley Granger), 








Dick Weaver’s ‘Fortune’ 











by Steven Hill—Bucks County Playhouse, Dick Weaver, who's currently 
New Hope, Pa. (13-18); Falmouth Play- | qryr i { “FF: a : 
house, Coonamessett, Mass, (20-25). | = - a for °° php and 
Old Boy, by Maura Laverty—Olney | ‘The Matchmaker,” will double as 
| (Md.) Theatre (21-26) (Prior U.S. production | general manager and_ general 
of this Irish original reviewed in VARI- | ae “ane oe ¥ 
ETY. Feb. 15, °36, under title, “Tolka | Pressagent for Jed Harris’ forth- 
ma 2: —_ “~ 2 . —_ coming Broadway production of 
in olrergeist, rv omeo Muller— | «oa . "y " ” 
Theatre-Go-Round, Virginia Beach, Va. | Child of Fortune. ; 

A419, ‘ ; ‘ The play, adapted by Guy Bol- 
ain oan (Siobhan McKenna)—Sanders | . snr P ry 6 : . 
Taeaive, Caminties. teas, Cisee ton from Henry James’ “Wings of 
Scapin the Rascal, English translation | the Dove,” is skedded to open in 

of the Moliere comedy—Monmouth Festi- Ta Tor 1a , 
val Theatre Co., Tinton Falls, N.J. (14-15). Ne w York eg vers er. BF. 
Smile of the Moon Man, by Lawrence| With Edmund Purdom as male 
Slade—Litchfield (Conn.) Playhouse (21-25). lead. 
Spa (Gloria Vanderbilt, Turhan Bey, 
Violet Heming), adapted by Edward 
Chodorov — Ferenc Molnar’s ‘‘Olym- T ° 
pia’’—Cape Playhouse, Dennis, Mass. (13- g 
A al Mill Playhouse, Milburn, N.Y. ourin ows 
(21-26). 
Sticks and Stones (Hermione Gingold), (Aug. 13-26) 
revue—Cincinnati (O.) Playhouse (20-25) eames 
(Reviewed in VARIETY, July 18, °56). Boy Friend—Curran, S.F. (13-18); Phil- 
Sudden Spring (Celeste Holm), Elihu | harmonic, L.A. (20-25) 


Winer’s adaptation of a play by Halstead Damn Yankees (2d Co.) (Bobby Clark)— 


Welles—Famous Artists Country Play-| Philharmonic Aud., L.A. (13-18); Curran, 

house, Fayetteville, N.Y. (13-18); Ogunquit | S.F. (20-25). 

(Me.) Playhouse (20-25) (Original Broad- Desk Set (Shirley Booth)—Carthay Cir- 

way version, titled ““A Temporary Island,” | cle, L.A. (13-25). 

reviewed in VARIETY, March 18, 1948). Inherit the Wind (2d Co.) (Melvyn 
Voice of Strangers (Ethel Waters), by | Douglas) — Huntington Hartford, L.A. 

Roy Bailey—Ivy Tower Plavhouse, Spring | (13-25). 


Lark (Julie Harris)\—Opera House, Cen- 
tral City, Col. (13-25). 

Pajama Game (2d Co) (Larry Douglas. 
Buster West, Betty O’Neil)—National, 
Wash. (13-25). 

*56). Teahouse of the August Moon (Larry 

What’s the Rush (Robert Q. Lewis), | Parks)—Geary, S.F. (13-25). 
revue—Playhouse-in-the-Park, Philly (13- Witness for the Prosecution—Alcazar, 
25) (Reviewed in VARIETY, July 18, °56). S.F. (13-25). 


Lake (N.J.) Playhouse (20-25). 

Welcome Darlings (Talluiah Bankhead), 
revue—Theatre by the Sea, Matunuck, 
R.I. (13-18); Ivoryton (Conn.) Playhouse 
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Presidential ‘Theme’ Songs 


————Saos Continued from page 1 


Truman catapulted into the Demo- 
eratic race. : 
Not in evidence, however, are 


the solid standards Jtike “Happy 
Days Are Here Again” and 
“Home On the Range” which 


became identified with Franklin D. 
Roosevelt just as “The Missouri 


Waltz” was more or less the 
“theme” song of  ex-President 
Harry S. Truman. Berlin found 


out that when he fashioned “In 
The Fall We’ll All Go Voting For 
Al’ (Al Smith) it was eclipsed by 
“Sidewalks of New York,” a solid 
popular standard, now in the pub- 
lic demain, which became better 
identified with the exponent of the 
brown derby. 

Frequently, also, specially writ- 
ten theme songs, such as another 


that Berlin did for James J. 
Walker’s mayoralty campaign— 
“It's A Walk-In For Walker’— 


meant nothing. Ii anything, Walker, 
himself an ex-songsmith, became 
better identified with his own “Will 
You Love Me In December As 
You Did In May?” (Incidentally, 
Berlin’s original “Walk-In For 
Walker” may yet wind up in Bob 
Hope’s “Beau James” biopic.). 

In the same idiom as “Missouri 
Waltz” and “Sidewalks of New 
York,” which were songs by associ- 
ation with Truman and Al Smith, 
the beloved Veep, Alben W. Bark- 
ley likewise inspired “My Old 
Kentucky Home” wherever he was 
to the fore. 

ASCAP has just issued a topical 
“Ballads For Ballots’ brochure of 
its copyrights which constitute a 
revealing cross-section of Amer- 
icana, It again points up the af- 
finity of pop songs with current 
events. 

Besides the sundry marches by 
Sousa and Edwin Frank Goldman, 
such as “Semper Fidelis,” “Stars 
and Stripes Forever,” “Stepping 
Along” and the like, a reprise of 
some of the titles speaks for 
itself. George M. Cohan’s “You're 
A Grand Old Flag”; the Gersh- 
wins’ “Wintergreen For President,” 
the turn-of-the-century “Tam- 
many” and “There'll Be A Hot 
Time In The Old Town Tonight,” 
Paul Lavalle’s “Dwight D. Eisen- 
hower March,” Harold Rome’s 
“F. D. R. Jones,” “I Am An Amer- 
ican,” “Keeping Cool With Cool- 
idge’ ‘excerpt from Leo Robin- 
Jule Styne’s “Gentlemen Prefer 
Blondes’), Berlin’s “The Freedom 
Train,” Edgar Leslie-Archie Gott- 
ler’s standard “America I Love 
You” and “Any State In the Forty- 
Eight Is Great,” by Jimmy Durante 
and Jackie Barnett, speak for 
and Jackie Barnett, best tell it by 
litle. There are dozens of others. 

As already announced, an inde- 
pendent outfit, Jefferson Records, 
has marketed an LP boosting the 
Democrats, with Henry Fonda han- 
dling the narration; Columbia is 
in the act with a non-partisan 
“Polities U, S. A.” package, and 
the Sound Studio label has a “Bal- 
lots Battle” production. 

In the earlier days of the Re- 
public, marchers by torchlight sang 
“Tippecanoe and Tyler, Too” with 
\ and vehemence, and after the 
Phonograph began to carry the re- 
orded voices of candidates into 
Party meeting places and homes 
the trend accelerated. 

It would be impossible in limited 
space to mention even a tiny frac- 
tion of the political songs that were 


to the 


Que 


White House. Only musi- 


sung before Abraham Lincol went | 























cal or political historians today 
know or care about a number such 
as “Clay and Frelinghuysen.” For- 
gotten, too, is Dexter Smith's com- 
position in honor of President 
Grant, “Ulysses Is His Name,” as 
well as the “Auld Lang Syne” 
parody that began “Should. brave 
Ulysses be forgot?” and answered 
| the question by saying he shouldn't 
, be. And whe cares about “Horace 


| Greeley’s March” or “Honest Sam 
Tilden’? They are gone with the 
political winds of yesteryear, as 





much forgotten as a later topical 
song about a White House occu- 
pant, “When Grover Cleveland 
|Gets a_ Boy.” (The ertswhile 
“bachelor President” had married, 
| become the father of a girl, and 
the song was a good-humored pre- 
diction of all the excitement 
should his union be favored with a 
Junior.) 





Starts with 1896 
The 1896 campaign makes a 
convenient starting point for con- 








Stock Review 


Shows 





The Spa 
Hyde Park, N. Y., Aug. 9. 


George Quick presentation of comedy- 
drama in two acts (four scenes), by Ed- 
ward Chodorov, based on Ferenc Moinar’s 
“Olympia.”” Staged by Chodorov; sets and 
lighting, Jock Gaynor; costumes, Guy 
Kent. Features Gloria Vanderbilt, Turhan 


Bey, Violet Heming, Viadimir Sokoloff, 
Jonathan Harris. Paula Laurence, Stefan 
Schnabel, G. Albert Smith, Dana Elcar. 
At Hyde Park (N.Y.) Playhouse, Aug. 
6-11, °56. 

DING cccceceéecs Vladimir Sokoloff 
Serer Dana Elcar 
DD nés6660060neuwna eens Paula Laurence 
SE: sveoheosdons »+eee G. Albert Smith 
CISGMOREING occ ccccccces Violet Heming 
Olympia «sseeeeeresee Gloria Vanderbilt 
ns OOD ac acenee oes vase Turhan Bey 
Pn, CEL 56000 80-snenes Jonathon Harris 
455 60-0Kd bcar se re Stefan Schnabel 


It’s becoming increasingly evi- 
dent that quality strawhat tryouts 
are pretty much a thing of the 
past. Whereas in the past “Life 


with Father” and “The Fourposter” + 


had preliminary shakedowns in the 
barns and such modest hits as “‘Sil- 
ver Whistle’ and “Come _ Back, 
Little Sheba” were actually uncov- 
ered in silo stands, the present 
tendency is for authors and agents 
to avoid the risk of inadequate 
summer theatre production for any 


sidering past campaign songs and | scripts with real Broadway poten- 


recordings. 


distributed widely enough to per- 
mit their being of much campaign 


use, but four years later large 
numbers were finding their way 
into penny arcades, saloons and 
homes, and aé_e few virulently 
scratchy 7-inch disks were being 
| sold, 

A check of the 1896 and 1897 


catalogs of Columbia cylinders re- 
veals no _ identifiable campaign 
songs. “The Sidewalks of New 
York” is there, sung by J. W. 
Myers, but its political significance 
came later. However; some politi- 
cal songs and sketches were ‘re- 
corded. 


A few years ago a Michigan man 
found a cylinder, whose title he 
couldn’t identify, sung by Steve 
Porter, which took the hide off of 
{GOP candidate William McKinley 
and McKinley's campaign manager, 
Mark Hanna. George Graham, a 
street corner patent medicine 
spieler who made “comic” talking 
records as a sideline, came through 
with a satire on the Democratic 
nominee, William Jennings Bryan, 





He burlesqued part of Bryan’s 
“Cross of Gold” speech and prom- 
ised to deliver express wagonloads 
full of free silver to every Ameri- 
can home. 


hymning the successful conclusion 
of the Spanish-American War with 
such songs as ‘When Dewey Comes 


| Sailing Home” and “What Did 
| Dewey Do to-Them?” to pay much 
|attention to campaign tunes. On 


Sept. 5, 1901, President William 
| MeKinley made his last speech at 
'the Pan-American Exposition in 
| Buffalo and was fatally wounded 
iby an assassin a couple of days 
later. 

Resurrecting McKinley 

Oddly, McKinley was resurrect- 
|ed as a recording subject a gen- 
eration later. In the late 1920s Co- 
|lumbia issued a disk by one of 
}its top hillbilly recorders, the late 
| Riley Puckett. called “McKinley.” 
| It gave what almost seems a serio- 
;comic account of the President’s 
|assassination and death. (Paren- 
| thetically, since Thomas A. Edison 
'demonstrated his newfangled tin- 
|foil phonograph before President 
| Rutherford B. Hayes at the White 
House in 1878, a few months after 
jthe little squeaker was invented, 
|it’s likely that Haves was the first 
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| President to make a record. It 
stands to reason that human nature 
couldn’t have resisted Edison’s in- 
ievitable invitation, “And now 
wouldn’t you like to record your 
own voice, Mr. President?” There 
is nothing to indicate that Arthur, 
Hancock or Cleveland ever faced 
ithe horn—at least not on profes- 
sional type recordings—but Benja- 
min Harrison is said to have made 
both Bettini cylinders and Ber- 
liner disks.) 

“Teddy” Roosevelt was a contro- 
versial, but popular, President, 
about whom a good many songs 
| were written. One was “Theodore.” 
| After he ceased being President 
| and went on an African hunting 
‘tour, “Moving Day in Jungle 
| Town” chronicled imaginary panic 
/among the big animals when they 
| heard the warning: “Run, you lions 
and tigers, run, run, run—here 
‘comes Teddy with his gun, gun, 
gun!” 

Back in 1904, any song was 
/written directly honoring that 
| prime example of a forgotten man, 


if 
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and his stpporters with a Berliner | 
platter, “The Free Silver Orator.” | 


By 1900 the nation was too busy | 








s. In 1892 wax cylinders | tial. In. effect, therefore, strawhat 
and machines to play them weren't} tryouts have become little more | 


than forlorn hopefuls. 

In the case of “The Spa.” it’s 
hopeless. As caught in its second 
citronella circuit engagement, this 
Edward Chodorov reworking of a 
28-year-old Ferenc Molnar flop is 


a waste of effort, money and audi- | 


ence time. Except for what inter- 
est there may be in its presumably 
expensive cast. it’s a clinker for 
the spots still scheduled to play it. 

Fairly drastic measures are ap- 
parently being taken by adapter- 
stager Chodorov to patch up the 
show. Although the program listed 
three acts and indicated that the 
action was in regular time se- 
quence, a mimeographed insert for 
the performance caught changed 
it to two acts of two scenes each, 
and shifted the action to a flash- 
back for the middle two scenes. 
The switch seems to make a pre- 
posterous show even less compre- 
hensible. Another evidence of 
major revision is the non-appear- 
ance of a featured actor, Dana El- 
car, listed in the program as play- 
ing a character named Block. 

The origina] Molnar play, adapted 
by the late Sidney Howard and 
produced by Gilbert Miller for 39 
performances in the fall of 1928, 
had a cast including Cora Wither- 
spoon, Laura Hope Crews, Fay 
Compton, Ian Hunter and Arnold 
Korff. It was a sardonic comedy 
about a charming hussar officer 
who poses as a criminal to seduce- 
by-blackmail an Austrian princess. 

Chodorov’s rewrite adds another 
switch, making the seducer actu- 
ally a criminal and having the 
princess scheme with him to carry 
on their affair in various Conti- 
nental resorts. It all seems point- 
less and rather silly. 

Under Chodorov’s paceless di- 
rection, the actors are understand- 
ably baffled. Most apparently have 
little idea of comedy playing, al- 
though Paula Laurence and 
Albert Smith give credible per- 
formances in inconsequential sup- 
porting roles and Stefan Schnabel 
is convincingly ponderous as a tire- 


some court politician and Jonathon | 
Harris adds a broad portrait of a | 
| musical comedy 


Austrian counter- 
espionage officer. 

* Gjoria Vanderbilt is decorative 
but otherwise at a loss as the 
smitten princess, Violet Heming 
emotes heavily as her distraught 
mother, Turhan Bey gives a smirk- 


ing portrayal as the Hungarian 
hussar charmer and_ Vladimir 


Sokoloff is believable but fails to 
get laughs in the written-in role of 
a family retainer who: was once a 
Tchaikowsky piano virtuoso. 

More impressive than the show, 
however, is the playhouse, an at- 
tractive and unusually 
U-shape building, the center sec- 
tion of which is the auditorium. 
with one wing housing the stage 


and backstage areas and the other | 


a spacious lobby. A bell house in 
the centre of the courtvard serves 
as boxoffice. The whole setup is 
located on, but a little distance 
back from, the main road. The ex- 
tensive grounds include ample 
parking space. 

The buildings were formerly the 
stables for the former estate of 
Frederick Vanderbilt, one of the 
sons of late N. Y. Central Railroad 
tycoon Commodore Vanderbilt, 
and a quirk of the “Spa” engage- 
ment is that the ingenue, Miss 
Vanderbilt. is a grandniece of the 
former owner, and visited the 
estate as a child. The estate itself, 
across the road a short way south 
of the theatre, is now open to the 
public as a showplace, as is the 
Franklin D. Roosevelt estate, 
Krum Elbow, about a mile farther 
south on the same road. Hobe. 


G. | 


comodious | 


Head Over Hearts 


Edinburgh, Aug. 4. 

H. M. Tennent Ltd. (#fassociation with 
Kenneth More Productions Ltd.) presen- 
tation of “Head Over Hearts,” new 3-act 
comedy by Roland Culver, Stars Phyllis 
Calvert, Naunton Wayne, Roland Culver; 
directed by Jack Minster; setting, Hutch- 
inson Scott. World premiere at Lyceum, 
Edinburgh, Aug. 3, °56; $1.20 top. 
Col. George Ferring, D.S.O., M.C. 

Roland Culver 
Christine Roberts 

Ann Fairbank 
Naunton Wayne 
..Patrick Cargill 
. Phyllis Calvert 

Moray Watson 
Jane Downs 


3, Ee 
Maggie Denney ... 
James Denney . é 
Mr. Symington-Smythe.. 
Mary Denney Sees 
Robert Denney 
Sheila Campbell 


Roland Culver, English actor of 
U.S. and British pix, shows a new 
talent with this light comedy, his 
first. Three-acter strikes a very 
English note, being set in luxury 
drawingroom of a River Thames- 
side house at Henley, near London, 
and throws up a cluster of ultra- 
English types, all pleasant and 
very human. 

As such, play doesn't point any 
morals or call on more than a 
modicum of thought. It is merely 
a diverting bit of theatre, well 
staged and soundly acted by cast 
of eight. 

Culver 


shows an_ insight 





during 
annual 


on 4he Thames 
boating week, 


| with 
| pukka 
| gatta time. 
ithe boat element, only bringing in 
fan odd visitor and offstage sound 
leffects of crews warming-up and 
| concentrates, wisely, on the odd 
and very human problem of the 
Denney family. This group’s 18- 
' year-old daughter, treated for ring- 
|worm, finds her head carries a 
/Nine of Diamonds mark, the “Curse 
of the Campbells” clan, and thus 
reveals an 18-year-old mistake of 
| switched babes in hospital. 
| accident has lain dormant until gal, 
| grown-up and lovely, now finds 
ishe’s not a Denney but really 
Sheila Campbell. 

Culver is himself cast as an iras- 
|cible uncle, Col. Ferring, fuming 
}and frothing and eye-popping until 
he’s told the story of his niece who 
;never was. Actor brings rich hu- 
|}mor and abandon to role of 
|whisky-pouring Army type, dodg- 
ting his own wife’s telephone ‘calls 
land revelling in solving the prob- 
|lem for his sister Mary Denney and 
his niece Maggie. 
| Boy-meets girl slant gets 
‘twist through the gal with dia- 
|mond-marked head finding her 
heart going for her “brother, 
{played with juvenile verve by 
| Moray Watson. Ann Firbank, 
young newcomer, is petulant, 


Fe- 
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Equity 


Continued from page 63 








minimum payment is $175 per 
week. If the span of employment 
is less than seven days, the mini- 
mum salary is $50 per day. 

In all cases, $15 per diem is the 
' fee when the place of performance 
lor rehearsal is not within reason- 
able daily commuting distance of 
ithe employee’s residence, If a 
'seven-day contract is signed and 
ithe engagement runs over that pe- 
riod, the minimum for the extra 
time will be $50 daily, or fraction 
thereof, plus the $15 per diem. 

The minimum compensation for 
stage managers is set at $250 per 
week, but if the span of employ- 
'ment, rehearsals and performances 
'is 14 or more calendar days and 
| the entire cast, including the stage 


manager, numbers less than 13 per- | 


isons, the minimum payment is re- 
| duced to $200. The per diem 
situation is the same as previously 
| stipulated. 

| William Gibberson is heading 
'the union’s Industrial Show Dept. 
|About 12 organizations have al- 
iready signed the basic agreement. 








‘Threepenny’ 


Continued from page 63 





Their version of the Bert Brecht- 
Kurt Weill German original, util- 
| izes Mare Blitzstein’s English adap- 
ltation of Brecht’s text, with 

| Weill score retained. The original 
|German version preemed in Ber- 
| lin during the 1920s. 

A Broadway production, 








using 


adaptation by Gifford Ceshran and 
Jerrold Krimsky, ran for 12 per- 
formances in 1933. 
John Krimsky doubled as produc- 
ers. In line with the show’s suc- 
cess at the de Lys, the “Theme” 
from the production was a top disk 
; bestseller several months ago. 
| Hefty deejay and jukebox play of 
| the various recordings of the num- 





| ber resulted in a strong b. 0. boost ; 


| for the legiter. 


into 
characterizing the human types met | 
the | 


Play keeps away from | 


The | 


the | 


the | 


Weill’s score, but with an English , 


Cochran and | 


Abroad 


. 
pretty and poised as the family’s 
daughter. 

Naunton Wayne, vet English 
thesper makes a right choice in 
role of the amused father. and 
Phyllis Calvert is warmly sincere 
as the mother. 

Culver’s best character has liitle 
to do with the plot. He's a cock- 
ney type with proud name of Sy- 
mington-Smythe who intrudes into 
'drawingroom after being stranded 
on river, and proceeds to psycho- 
analyze the occupants with an initer- 
fering confidence. Patrick Cargill 
does a standout cameo here 





Play will need usual quota of 
itidying on its tuneup tour. Jack 


| Minster has directed with a light 


;touch, The Hutchinson Scott set- 
iting of a well-appointed English 
Gord. 





| drawingroom merits pratse. 


Daughter of Desire 
| Glasgow, Aug. 2 


| Raystro Films Lid (by arrangement 
| with Guy Charles) presentation of melo- 
| drama in two acts. by Deborah Bedtord, 


Staged by Andre Van Gysexhem: scitingss 
| Michael Warre. At Empire Theatre, Glas: 


| gow, Aug. 2. °56; 70c top. 

Morna Blakeney Janet Munro 
| Mrs. Meadows Marjorie Wilde 
| Mrs. Jameson Barbara Bruce 

Minnie Flizabeth Phillips 

Tony Madrington Anthony larrison 

Angelo Alfred Hoftman 
| Angelo’s Bodyguards Roger tizley 

Robert Hartley 

Flo Margot Field 

Daisy Daphne Wetton 

Pe ii nee pine weak €oN Gwendolyn Gray 

American G.I ; Peter Bartlett 

Plain Clothes Man.... Martin French 


Reginald Collin, 
Martyn French 


Constables 


Sammy Rumbold ...... David Wide 
Gomer Ma .....ceccre Robert Childs 
Prison Warden ... 00> Jennifer Gray 
J... aoe Marjorie Wilde 
| Bruce Dunning ...... Robert Hartley 
i, | Ay ari Juliet Winsor 
Barman Peter Bartlett 


, Janet Munro, young English re- 
| pertory actress, is cast as a respec- 
| table girl trapped into prostitution. 
| She skillfully conveys the difficult 
characterization of a youthful 
| femme on the downward path alter 


falling for a plausible type who 
offers marriage. 

| Plot, set in the London area 
‘shortly after the war, ranges 
through such sordid settings as a 
cheap boarding house, a Brighton 
| flat, a call-girl apartment in Pic- 


cadilly, a London street, a public 
house, and a prison-warden’s office. 

Main thesping chores are should- 
ered more than adequately by Miss 


Munro, and Anthony Harrison is 
a plausible rogue as her lover, 
lalthough he over-acts in early 


passages. Two prostitutes are com 
ically portrayed by Margot Field 
and Daphne Wetton. 
| Jennifer Gray is good as a human 
if apparently impersonal prison 
warden. Bruce Dunning misses out 
in clarity of diction as a campaign- 
ing author who spills the victim’s 
story and hounds abroad her per- 
secuting gang. 
As a whole. 


the show tends to 


be a trite potboiler whose appeal 
will be limited to easy thrill- 
seekers. Gord. 





PAs Switcharounds 


| Legit pressagent Howard New- 
man is exiting as Reuben Rabino- 
vitch’s associate on the Broadway 
productions of “Damn Yankees” 


and “Pajama Game” to take over 
as drumbeater for the touring 
“Teahouse of the August Moon,” 
starring Larry Park: He'll join 
the show Aug. 27 in Los Angeles 
succeeding Bev Kellev. who's leav- 
ing to handle “The Great Sebas- 
tians” tour. 

“Sebastians,” starring Alfred 


Lunt and Lynn Fontanne, has been 
laying off since its Broadway close 
last June and is scheduled to be- 
gin a road hop in September. 
| Helen Richards will replace New- 
man as Rabinovitch’s associate. 
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Critic New Head of Colon Opera: 
Can He Break Up Ruling Clique? 


Buenos Aires, Aug. 14. 

For the third time since the Lib- 
eration Revolution in September 
of last year, the management of 
the Colon Opera has changed 
hands, retiring manager’ Floro 
Ugarte having been in office only 
two months. 

Sr. Ugarte was thanked for his 
“disinterested and patriotic’’ serv- 
ices in that short time, which is 
unusual when these changes occur, 
The new appointments—which it 
is to be hoped are to be longer 
lasting, were made by a committee 
appointed by B.A.’s Mayor to se- 
lect the best candidates. Choice 
fell on former music and drama 
critic Jorge d’Urbano, who will 
have as his musical adviser pianist- 
conductor Rafael Gonzalez, who 
previously held this job in 1933. 

A Professor of Literature and 
Philosophy, d’Urbano did excellent 
work at one time as Secretary of 
the Book Publishers’ Assn. His 
first order of the day told the tur- 
bulent Colon staff that “up to now 
it has been my job to criticize you, 
now it will be yours to criticize 
me,” adding that all constructive 
criticism will be welcome. 

The Committee which made the 
appointments numbered Maestros 
Juan Jose Castro and Ferruccio 
Calusio, Dr. George White and 
Choirmaster Enzo Valenti, with 
scenic painter Horacio Butler. 

It is hoped the new management 
will achieve some lasting reforms 
and clean up the chaos which has 
characterized the Opera manage- 
ment over the past deeade. Musi- 
cal and lyrical circles hope there 
will be a clean-up of the ‘“camaril- 
la” (clique) system which has ruled 
the roost for aimost as long as the 
Colon has existed. 

Spanish actress Margarita Xirgu 
is currently in B. Aires, on leave 
from the Uruguayan Academy of 
Dramatic Art, where she teaches, 
to help in rehearsals of Juan Jose 
Castro's new opera, “Bodas de San- 
gre,” based on 
Lorea’s libretto, which is to have 
its world preem here this month. 


Danish Ballet's 
Pickup Trolley 


Because the Royal Danish Ballet | least 


will perform in only 10 American 


cities come September there is un- | 


precedented out-of-town partying 
in process of organization. Most 
of the enthusiasts will come into 
Manhattan travelling by air under 
arrangements of Train & Planes 
Ins. but the Chesapeake & Ohio 
railroad is running a “pickup trol 
ley” out of Cincinnati with 
at Lexing on, Louisville, and Hunt 
ington, W. Va. 

Parties are running as high as 100 
persons. Denver group was set for 


Sept. 20 in April. Junkets from 
such improbable places as Green- 
ville, Miss., are lined up. Swedish 


Minneapolis is coming in big dele 
gation. Oklahoma City another 
with a party to the Metropolitan 
Opera. Atlan‘a’s zealots will crowd 
an. evening, matinee and 
performance into two days 
Best explanation for the tours 
is that. the Copenhagen terps are 
known for their unusual repertory. 
They go in a lot for 
and magic tricks. Indeed the Danes 
need stages of such depth and facil 


IS 


Stage 


ities that the present tour was 
limited by that fact. Danish group 
is believed to be largest ballet 
troupe in world though Denmark 


is only 4,000,000 in population. 

That several hundred, perhaps 
over a thousand, Americans pro 
pose to travel thousands of miles 
at great personal cost to see the 
Danes is a fairly unique commen 
tary. Interestingly it took some 
three years of negotiations to close 
the deal first off between Columbia 
Artists and Howard Lanin Ine. on 
the U.S. end and the Royal Danish 
Theatre. 
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Concert Review 











Die Meistersinger 
(Wieland Wagner Ke-Staging) 
Bayreuth, Aug. 9. 





| 
| 


Irish Harpist Confuses 
A Very Scots Affair 


Edinburgh, Aug. 14. 

A 21-year-old harpist from Ire- 
land, Mary O'Hara, already known 
through video dates, will guest in 
“Pleasure of Scotland,” which 
Edinburgh Festival Society will 
present on apron-stage of the As- 
sembly Hall next week as opening 


| production of the Festival. 


Jameson Clark, Scot actor of 
radio and tv, will appear as nar- 
rator of the show. John Burgess, 
leading bagpiper, is also pacted, 
and James Macbeath, a singer of 


Richard Wagner is still kicking | prothy ballads, will also appear. 


up a fuss in Bayreuth. 


is over “The Master Singers of 
Nurnberg,” as staged by the com- 


The cur-| 
rent uproar, most violent in years,! Dancers will perform traditional ,in Austrian Goyernment-subsidized conference Aug. 27-Sept. 2 
| Auld Lang Syne reels. 


poser’s grandson, Wieland Wagner. | 


Diehard Wagnerites are screaming stiffened 
while more modern fans | reverence 


“heresy,’ 
defend the innovations. 

Here’s what all the commotion 
is about: The staging of the sec- 
ond and third acts breaks com- 
pletely with all tradition. The sec- 
ond act is supposed (according to 
the composer) to show a typical 
street in Nurnberg. 


lilac bush, a statuette of cupid, an 
no sign of Nurnberg at all. 


| 
| 


Instead, the | the 
new version shows a big round/symbolic value 


A team of Scottish Country 





into paralysis by their 
for Wagner, hardly 
dared snicker, which didn’t make 


the actors’ job any easier. Since 
“Meistersinger” is supposed to be 
a comedy, it isn’t unreasonable to 
expect a few laughs. 

In the current Bayreuth version, 


opera is played for its full 
(sample symbol: 
|writing a song is like bearing a 


Simt- | child). 


The controversial sets for 


larly, the third act is expected tO|the second and third acts clearly 
represent a grassy plot outside of | aim at heightening the symbolism. 


town, but has been turned into an 
arena, resembling a bullfight ring. 

The European press‘is debating 
these matters vigorousiy. Though 
they may not appear world-shaking 
to those of us who don’t idolize 
Wagner, they at least demonstrate 





But in concentrating*on the “hid- 
den meaning,” the surface action 
has been neglected. Too much 
reaching for symbolism seems pre- 
tentious in a “popular comic 
opera.” The real entertainment 
values are hardly stressed at all. 


that Bayreuth is very much alive|In a five-hour opera, this means 
and stirring up exciting theatrical| enough boredom to make an en- 


disputes. 

After having seen this 
“Meistersinger,” VARIETY’s review- 
er makes a different criticism. 


durance contest out of what should 


new | be a pleasurable experience. 


The usual fine, minute Bayreuth 
care was evident in the staging. 


Wagner intended the work to be a| Even when there were upwards of 
popular comic opera, with certain | 100 extras on stage, as in the third 


touching elements. 


“The whole |act. each one had been carefully 


style of the thing.” he wrote to his | drilled. 


publisher, “should certainly strike 
a light popular note.” In the pres- 


The cast was not quite up to 
Bayreuth standards in some re- 


ent Bayreuth production, it fails | sneets. Gustav Neidlinger, as Hans 


to do so. 


comes alive, because there is little | 


rapport between the people on the | Even 


stage and those out front. 


ably the most human, 
role Wagner ever created. 


The whole thing never) Sachs, sang excellently but made 


effort to reach the audience. 
a few facial expressions 


no 


The | might have helped establish sym- 
character of Hans Sachs is prob- | pathy. 
touching | tenor 
Yet no} with 


In the role of Walther, the 


Wolfgang Windassen sang 
some insecurity. Since his 


| personal warmth projected across | “prize song” is the climax of the 
|the footlights to capture the sym-| work, this detracted from the eve- 


| 


| PI. a : ac 7,1 sccpar . ’ ~ 
|Blankenheim as Beckmesser, and|by Andre Cluytens. 
They at/of 





evening | 


pathy of the audience. 


happens to Sachs or to 
others. 


Conse- | ning’s enjoyment. 
quently, no one really cares what 
| 


Beautiful singing was heard 


any of the | from Lore Wissman (Eva), Josef 


Greindl (Veit Pogner), Kurt Rehm 


His colleagues didn’t do much to! (Kothner), and Georgine V. Milin- 


life 
notable 


into the 
exceptions 


breathe 
the of Toni 
Gerhard Stolze as David. 


made some effort at 


Wes 





work, with|kovie (Magdalene). 


The Bayreuth 
was conducted 
The audience 
responded with 


Festival orchestra 


the faithful 


il ; being | heavy applause and apparent en- 
|funny. The audience, apparently! thusiasm. 


minster Choir to Orient 


Pims. 


75 Concerts for Private Managements—Plus Military 
Posts and Symphonies 


Choir, under 
of 


Williamson, its founder, will make 


Westminster the 


personal direction John Finley 


a globe-circling tour, with emphasis 


The Westminster has made nu- 
merous appearances in England, 
France, Germany, Italy, Yugo- 
Slavia, the Scandinavian countries 
and others 

The Choir is expected to appear 


at U.S. military camps and bases 


| throughout the Far East, in addi- 


on the Far East, starting In Octo- | 
ber. The around-the-world hejira, 
lasting more than four months, 
may be the most comprehensive 
and significant tour undertaken by 
any American musical organiza- | 
tion since the end of World War | 
| IT. 


effec's | 


Symphony conductor, flew to his| 
native Spain to conduct six weeks | 
of concerts in Madrid, Seville and | 


Santander, 








Jussi Bioerling will join soprano 


Renaia Tebaidi for a special con-| 


cert at the Frisco Opera 


T s1¢ ' 
House | 


Westminster’s bookings will take 
it across the country, starting on 
Oct. 1, and after playing about 25 
dates in the U.S., the Choir will be 
flown overseas to begin 
ances in Korea, Japan, Hongkong, 
Formosa, ete The overseas 
tion of the tour is made possible 
by the co-operation of the Inter- 
nation Exchange Program, ad- 
ministered by the American Na- 
tional Theatre & Academy. 

The Choir has toured for 35 con- 
secutive years, always under the 
direction of Dr. Williamson, who 


| symph orchestras abroad. 


appear- 


por- | 


tion to its estimated 75 
for private impresarios. 

tion to its own 
probably will 


concerts 
In addi- 
engagements, it 
appear with local 
It will 
be prepared to perform the Bee- 
thoven Ninth Symphony and 
Brahms’ Requiem with these orchs 
Numerous choral -festivals, 
featuring choirs trained by former 
— of Dr. Williamson, will 
r€ Le 


| choral clinics, ete 


declares he’s “never missed a con- | 


cert.” It has appeared more than 


100 times with the New York Phil- | 


harmonic-Symphony, as well as 
with the. NBC Symphony under 
Toscanin? and with other major 
symphs. 
its third abroad, but the first time 
the Choir has toured the Orient. 
It is the only major American 
musical organization that has 


toured the Soviet Union (the Bos-| 


ton Symphony is scheduled ta con- 


Sept. 9 as part of a week-long La-| Certize in Russia on its forthcom- 


lian Festival (mosily films) spon- 
sored by the Ilalian Goverument 


| this 


‘ng European tour beginning later 
month), 


process of negotiation, but the 
Japanese portion of the tour al-| 
|ready is firmed with a minimum 
| of 14 concerts and broadcasts. The 
Japanese dates were closed by 
Nobutaka Shikanai, one of the 
| founders of the International Cul- 
tural Exchange Association § of 
Tokyo and head of the Nippon 


} 
| 
| 


The coming tour will be) 


| 


The overseas schedule still is tn 


Broadcasting System, Inc., when he 
was in New York recently. The 
Choir will be in Japan for 16 days, 
with Hongkong, the Philippines, 
Malaya, Thailand, Burma, Pakis- 
tan, India, Indonesia, Ceylon, 
Lebanon, Syria, Egypt, Turkey, 
Yugoslavia all on the tentative 
booking sked. If time permits, the 
Choir will perform in Western 
Europe en route hoine, but major 
accent of the tour is on the Far 
Last, 





a 


Inside Stuff—Concerts 


Long Island’s Little Orchestra will do a “Twilight Terrace Concer}" 


Aug. 19 at the Oyster Bay home of Mrs. Carlton H. Palmer Dance N 
exec ed.) and under the co-hostesship of the Contessa de Dampi 
(former ballerina Luba Rostova) and Suzanne Remy, the painter, 

ductor is Clara Bueling Roesch described in the handout as min 
“the iron of harddriving musical leadership with unfailing ¢ 


electric vivacity.” 


ews 
erre 
Con- 
Bling 
harm and 





Louis Applebaum, who started the Stratford, Ont. Festival Founda. 


tion’s music festival here last summer,, has resigned as director. 


remain as consultant. 


Festival’s future.” 


He'll 


“Since I am and must remain primarily a com. 
| poser,” he said, “my continuing here could only compromise the Music 


Virgil Thomson in Salzburg, to participate (only American composer) 


on 


| “Opera in Radio, Television and Film.” ae ; 
Vague-to-Promising Concert Outlook 


In Mexico ($50 Visa) & Guatemala 











often | 


be | 
and the singers will teach at | 








(This ts the third in a series 
of articles dealing with the 
concert business in Latin 
America.) 


By PAUL PIMSLEUR 

One way to make a fast judge- 
ment about the concert potential 
of a country is to look at the liter- 
acy figures. 

Mexico is a big country, with 28, 
006,000 people. But it’s no place to 
open a pencil factory, because only 
half the population can write. 
That’s about par for the course 
in Central America. The variation 
goes from a high of 75% literacy 
in Costa Rica to a low of 25% in 
Guatemala, and indicates that 
there’s a gap like the Grand Can- 
yon between the culture of the 
Indian natives and the western 
European culture from which class- 
ical music stems. 

It's only the minority middle 
and upper classes that support 
serious music in Mexico and Cen- 
tral America. So Mexico City, with 
4,000,000 actually has the musical 
life of a city about one-third that 
of the 


size. The quality 
offerings in Mexico City is top- 
notch, but the variety of fare 


doesn’t compare with, say, Boston. 

Buenos Aires, is about the same 
size as Mexico City but it has a 
large middle-class that 


for concerts. 
The concert business got a big 
| boost about 20 years ago, when 


many emigrants arrived from Eu- 


rope, bringing their cultural tradi- | 


tions with them. There isn’t a con- 
cert series in all Latin America 
that doesn’t have a couple of spon- 
sors with names that might have 
come right out of the Vienna phone 
book. 

The only important management 
in Mexico City is the ubiquitous 
Asociacion (sic) Musical Daniel 
headed by Ernesto de Quesada, Jr. 
His father, in Havana, contracts 
the artists for a whole tour, 
which Mexico is a key point. Often, 
the tour begins there, when the 
artist is coming from the U.S.A. 
Quesada Jr., in Mexico City, serves 


the double function of impresario 


and agent, for he presents the art- 
ists at his own risk in the capital, 


and also sells the artist for other 
dates. These may include concert 
series in the provinces, engage- 
ments as soloist with orchestra, 
etc. 

The Daniel office presents 
roster of about a dozen foreign 


artists during a season. They have 
a large number of members, who 
don’t buy a series in advance, but 
rather get reduced-price tickets to 
whichever events they choose to 
go to. 
Erratic Management 
Concerts take place in the beau- 


tiful Palacio de Bellas Artes, fam- | 
|ous for its glass curtain from Tif- | 


fany’s, and for the fact that, like 
everything else in the city, the 
theatre is sinking into the ground 
at the rate of a cquple of inches 


a year. The stage is large and well | 


equipped, though some difficulty 
may be encountered in getting 
scenery up to the stage, two flights 
above the street. (The stage ele- 
vator works only when its in the 
mood.) 

Artists applying for a visa to 
perform in Mexico are in for a 
rude surprise. It’s the most ex- 


pensive visa you can buy, costing | 


close to $50 per person. In New 
York, at the Consulate, they ex- 
plain that it’s so expensive because 
it includes your taxes. But that 


musical | 


is willing | 
and able to plunk down the pesos 


of | 


a | 


doesn’t stop them from taking 
some more tax money from an 
artist when he’s ready to leave 
Mexico. 


Outside the capital, concert 
series are not well organized in 
| Mexico. The only city that books 
a goodly number of artists, at good 
fees, is Monterrey, about 400 miles 
north of the capital. There, the 
series is aided by the University, 
Other Mexican cities, like Tamp- 
ico, Guadalajara and Veracruz, are 
potential playdates for future de- 
velopment. 


The exchange rate in Mexico is 
a favorable one of about 12!% 
Pesos to a dollar. Hotels can be 
had that are cheap and nice. The 
Guadeloupe is a good offbeat one, 
with nice doubles, with bath, for 
$6. 





Guatemala 

The next natural date after 
Mexico is Guacemala, her neighbor 
to the south. In the capital, Guatee 
mala City (pop. 320,000), the Pro 
Arte Society presents a series of 
about 7 events yearly, all booked 
|from Quesada. Pro Arte, by the 
way, is the name of many of the 
| Latin American concert series, in- 
|spired by Quesada. In Guatemala 
| City, the society has about 300 
members, inciuding some who pay 
extra when necessary to make sure 
good talent comes to their city. 
The hall is the Teatro Capitol, a 
motion picture house seating 1000, 
| Booking is Gone through Gaston 
Pellegrini, Quesada agent there. 

The Guatemalan money is the 
Quetzal (the name of a local bird), 
and is one-to-one with the dollar, 
The two decent hotels are the Pan- 
American and th: San Carlos. The 
country itself is so picturesque it 
hurts. It’s the closest thing to 
Paradise our little old hemisphere 
| has to offer. 

The highest rate of literacy 
(75%) in Central America in 
progressive Costa Rica. The whole 
country hasn't got a million people, 
and the capital, San Jose, has 
under 100,000. But they’ve got a 
;conecrt series which takes place 
|in their little. Italian-style opera 
house. The mgr. Ludovico 
(Spanish for Ludwig) Hurwitz 


1S 


is 


Other playdates in Central 
|; America are uncertain. Managua 
(Nicaragua)—a hot place—has 4 


Shaky series. Panama takes a {ew 
artists. Natural dates for future 
development are airplane stopover 
point like Tegucigalpa (sic) (Hon- 
duras) and El Salvador. 





Caracalla Opera 


Gross: $125,300 


Rome, Aug. 14 
Boxoffice returns on the rst 
half of the current Caracalla Baths 
|Opera Season in Rome _ indicate 


de 


ithat this year’s alfresco opera 5‘! 
|ries will top them all. Attendance 
| is also up over previous years, “& 
|spite a poor stretch of weather 
| during the opening performances 
|and the nets for the first 20 per 
|formances are likewise well abové 
| those of 1955. ee 

Statistics released by the Ope'® 
office set the number of spectato!> 
|for the equivalent period in one 
| at 92,130, while this year’s tol’ 
is given as 99,203. Gross for 199% 
again half a season (20 perfori- 
| ances) was 71,704,000 lire (rous'® 
‘ly $107,600), Figurs for the same 


period this year: 83,528,000 lire 
(roughly $125,300). 
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Bartlett’s Dutton Post 

Scott Bartlett, last managing 
editor for McGraw-Hill, will have 
a similar title in his new post with 
E. P. Dutton & Co. where prexy 
Elliott B. Macrae continues as 
chairman of the editorial board and 
William E. Larned, sales-promo- 
tion veepee, continues as _ vice- 
chairman of the board. Dutton, 
like several other publishers, oper- 
ates on a board basis. sans an edi- 
tor-in-chief title, per se. 

William Raney, senior ed at 
Dutton, recently exited the firm 
in a policy difference. Similar 
“policy difference” figured in Stu- 
art (Sandy) Richardson resigning 
as exec ed of Rinehart ‘he has since 
joined Knopf), and Bartlett and 
former editor-in-chief and director 
Edward C. Aswell both exited Me- 
Graw-Hill for the same “p.d.” rea- 
sons. 


S&S’ Legal Setback 

Fedor Nikanov, member of the 
Language Guild and author, won 
x plagiarism suit last week against 
Simon & Schuster before Judge 
Thomas Murphy in U.S. District 
Court. It was the first time the 
over-30 year-old publishing house 
lost a plagiarism case, and the com- 
pany indicates that it will appeal 
in an effort to wipe the blight off 
the record. 

Nikanov’s contention was that 
S&S printed “Invitation to Rus- 
sian,” a book he said he penned 
and submitted to the company. 
After it was returned to him, a 
similar text came out under the 
authorship of Sonia Bleeker and 
Margareta Madrigal. Miss Madri- 
gal, according to S&S, had done 
“Invitations” to French, Spanish 
and Portuguese before the disputed 
Russki tone. Case had been drag- 
ging on for several years. 

Kountze Vice Trump 

Denman Kountze Jr.. son of one 
of Omaha’s leading social families, 
last week was named to replace 
Glenn Trump as amusement editor 
and film critic of the Omaha 
World-Herald. Trump earlier had 
resigned to accept a position of as- 





stant general manager of Ak- 
Sar-Ben. Omaha Civic org. 
Kountze, 26, has been on the 
paper for three years, serving as 
church editor and later with the 
W-H bureau in Council Bluffs, Ia., 
t across the Missouri River. 
Buchwald Switches Pubs 
N.Y. Herald Tribune’s Paris cor- 
respondent Art Buchwald, now in 
the States covering the political 


conventions. 
ers (from Little 


is switching publish- 
Brown which pub- 
lished his Paris book) to Harpers 
which will bring out ‘‘The 
Coward” in January. 

Parts of it appeared in Collier’s 
a couple of year ago. It treats 
with Buchwald’s mis-exploits on an 
African safari. 

Dudley Frasier Moves 
Rinehart’s ad and sales 
on Manager Dudley 
noves up to managing. editor. 
Stuart (Sandy) Richardson has re- 
signed as exec ed to join Knopf. 
The e.e, spot will not be filled. 
Rinehart’s two senior editors, Rob- 


Up 
promo- 
Frasier 


+ 


ert Loomis and Jean Crawford, 
continue as is. Patricia Newell is 
to be publicity manager 

Bob Cochrane, from sales, takes 
over Frasier’s former slot under 
Theodore S. Amussen, veep and 
editor-in-chief of the trade book 


department. 


Clubs Bullish On ‘Nun’ 
Kathryn Hulme’s “The 
Story” will be published finally on 
Sept. 7 by Little, Brown after 
everal postponements, dating back 

last April, brought about chiefly 

the extraordinary demands from 
book clubs. 

It’s a Book-of-the-Month. Cath- 
( Book Club and Reader's Digest 
Book Club selection. 


Time Inc.'s Peak Profits 
_ Earnings for Time Inc. for 
mst half of 1956 after 
« record $8,627,300, or $4.43 per 
Share, compared with $4,674,700, 
or $2.40 per share, for the first 
“1x months of 1955. In addition to 
the whopping net profit, prexy Roy 
Larsen told stockholders in a 
ihidyear report this week, the com- 
pany also realized a non-recurring 
Capital gain of $15,113,700 which 
S‘emmed from liquidation of its 


“The 


Doctor’s Secret’’ 
By D. L. Dern 
All Book Shops — $2.50 


the 
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Brave | 


Nun’s | 


taxes were | 


holdings in the Houston Oil Co. 
of Texas. 

Net profit plus the capital gain 
totaled $23,741,000. Revenues for 
the first half of 1956 were $110,- 
960,300, up $14,053,500 over the 


profit was 14% of revenues, Larsen 
pointed out,.compared with an 8% 
margin for the first half of ’55. 
Higher profit margin for the first 
half of ’°56 resulted mainly. from 
the improved earnings position of 
Time Ine. magazines. 

Liquidation ot Time Inc.’s 144,- 
540 shares of the Houston Oil Co. 
or about 10.6% of the latter’s com- 
mon stock was part of an arrange- 
ment whereby the publishing com- 
bine took over the oil firm’s 50° 
interest in East Texas Pulp & 
Paper Co. to make it a wholly 


subsid, 
in the 


board sales of the new 
Larsen said, are reflected 


Larsen opined that “circulation 
and advertising volumes will con- 
tinue at high levels throughout 
1956, and profits will also benefit 
from inclusion of East Texas Pulp 


& Paper’s earnings during the 
whole of the second half.” But, he 


warned, costs have continued to 
increase and “because of the sea- 
sonal nature of cur business, profits 
are usually not as high in the 
second half of the vear.” 


Can. Tax on U. S. Mags 

In spite of strong objections 
from the official opposition in the 
| House of Commons as well as from 
lU. S. publishers, the federal gov- 
ernment in Ottawa has approved 
legislation to tax special Canadian 
editions of magazines published in 
other countries. The legislation 
would impose a 20° tax, begin- 
ning next Jan. 1, on gross adver- 
tising revenues of Canadian edi- 
| tions of such publications as Time 
;and Reader's Digest. 

Besides Reader’s Digest and 
Time, magazines to come under 
the tax would include Canadian edi- 
tions of Better Living, Everywom- 
an’s, Family Circle, Parents, ( 
dian Office. Canadian Farm Chem- 
icals and Cleaning & Laundry 
| World. 

When the tax was proposed last 
March, Canadian circulations were 
Time, 164.611: Reader's Digest 
(French and English), 854.825: Bet- 
ter Living, 239.175; Everywoman’s 
141.808; Family Circle, 148,055; 
Parents, 75,005. 





ana- 





Sat. Review’s Single Corp. 

Saturday Review Inc. has been 
formed as a consolidation of The 
Saturday Review Associates Inc. 
(N. Y. corporation), World Literary 
Projects Inc. (Delaware corpora- 
tion) and The Saturday Review Ine 
(Delaware corporation and the sur- 
viving corporation), according to 


in Albany by M. M. 


Corporation Co, 


| State Ryan 


iU. &. 


French Literati Season 
This month marks the end 
ithe French literati season as 
| books are published and the best- 
sellers go along with the migrating 
Parisians who leave their town to 
tourists. Biggest sellers were 
known names or had gotten one of 
the top literary prizes, which al- 
ways insure at least 25,000 in sales. 
There were no revelations, but 
some new young talent was un- 
| earthed. 
| With her second book, ‘Un Cer- 
|tain Sourire” ( A Certain Smile), 


of 


international 
| Tristesse,” 


bestseller ‘“‘Bonjour 
walked away with hon- 
ors again. Her insight at a young 
girl in love with an older man 
won critical palms and established 


her as an authentic talent. ‘“Tris- 
,tesse” will be made as-an indie 
venture by Otto Preminger and 


“Sourire’’*has been bought by 20th- 
Fox. The editor, Juillard, sold over 
350,000 copies of ‘“Sourire’” last 
year. 

Winners of the Goncourt 
|Femina, ‘“‘Les Eaux Melees’’ 
Mixed Waters) edited by Albin 
Michel, and Andre Dhotel’s ‘“Le| 
Pays Ou N’On Arrive Jamais” (The 
Country Where No One Never Ar- 
rives), respectively each had about 
200,000 in gales. Renaudot kudos 
gave Georges Govy’s “The Mois- 
soneur D’Epines” (The Gatherer 
of Thorns) a neat 100,000 circula- 
tion. Publisher is La Table Ronde. | 
Also in for 100,000 was Flam- | 
marion’s edition of Roger Peyre- | 
fitte’s “Jeunes Proies” (Young! 
Prey). 

Over 60,060 was drawn by Gen- 
eral De Gaulle with his ‘“Mem- 
oires” and by Henri Troyot for “La | 
Grive,” both published by Plon. In | 


and 
(The 








the 50,000 category came Albert | 
Camus’ philosophical tome, “La! 


equivalent 1955 period. Operating | 


owned subsidiary. Pulp and paper- | 


parent company’s increased rev- 
enues. 
In crystal-balling the future, | 


papers filed with the Secretary of | 


Francoise Sagan, authoress of the | 


| Chute,” edited by Gallimard, and 
| Jean Reverzy’s “La Place Des An- 
goisses” of Juillard. Jules Romain’s 
“Fils De Jerphanion,” of Flammar- 
ion, was also in this bracket. 


At 40,000 was Blaise Cendrar's | 


“Emmene Moi Au Bout Du Monde” 
'of Denoel; 30,000 was the figure 
{for Editions De Seuil’s rendition 
of Pere Thielard’s ‘‘Le Phenomene 
| Humaine” and Pauvert’s “Histoire 
| : 

Among the 15 new writers who 
| got some critical notice, there were 
|only 30,000 copies of their books 
‘sold in all, but pub eyes are on 
‘them for next time. Among them 
|are Kated Yacine with “Nedjma”; 
“Etienne Lalou with “L’Escapade”’: 
France Arudy with “Le Pain Et 
| L’Eau” ‘Bread and Water); Pierre 
'Klodowski’s “Le Bain De Diane”; 
| Paulette Houdoyer’s “L’Oiseau De 
'Pluie,” and Alexandroff’s “Les 
| Apatraides.” 

| In all, it has been a good season 
and foreign and show biz sales 
/have also been brisk to give coin 
to writers and pubs alike. 


Boston Post’s SEC Confab 


ing Boston Post back on its feet, 
three members of the Federal Se- 
curities & Exchange Commission 
met Saturday (11) with John Fox, 
publisher of the financially trou- 
bled newspaper, 

SEC approval would 
sary if notes are to be 
an effort to raise money 
tinued operation of the 
old paper. 


be 
issued 
for 
125-vear- 
Leaders of three news- 


neces- 
in 


paper unions were at the session | 


briefly at Fox’s request, 

The deadline of 6 p.m. tomorrow 
(Wed.) was reaffirmed by union 
officials in their 10-minute meeting 
with Fox and the SEC. Fox must 
get up $186,000 in back pay for 
employes by the deadline or union 
members will net work. 

Representing Post employes at 
the session were C, Stanley Whyte, 


president of the Boston Typo- 
graphical Union; Edward J. My- 
lett, president of the Pressmen; 


and Israel Learner, head of Team- 
sters Local 259. 





Barney Ross’ Autobiog 
Ross, 


Barney onetime boxer who 


conquered the narcotics habit, has 
been inked by J. B. Lippincott to 
write his autobiog for 1957 publi- 
cation. Tentative title for the tome 
is “God Was In My Corner.” 
Screen -vights have already been 
acquired by indie producer Edward 
Small. 

Co-author -of the work will be: 
Martin Abramson, mag writer and 


longtime friend of Ross. Ross now 
handles record promotions for 
Eddie Fisher and currently on 
the Coast with the singer and the 
latter's manager, Milton Black- 
stone. 

_ Another ‘“fighter-to-films” 
incidentally, was the Rocky Grazi- 
ano story, “Somebody Up There 
Likes Me.” Written by Rowland 
Barber, it was subsequently lensed 


is 


no | 


as a Metro picture. 
CHATTER 

Bernice Kavinsky sold her nove! 
“Honey From a Dark Hive,” to 
Charles Vidor for indie film pro- 
duction, 

Roger Thames, Birmingham 
News radio-ty editor, syndicating 


a column on country music to pa- | 


pers in south. 


Virginia McDavid resigned her 
society column writing job with 


the Birmingham News to get ready 
for her marriage to tv producer 
Mark Goodson. 

Gene Wortsman, former political 
writer for the Birmingham. Post- 
Herald, appointed Washington cor- 
respondent for the. Post-Herald 
and Denver Rocky Mountain News. 
* Apropos VARIETY’s story last 
week, “Everybody A Circus Ex- 
pert,” the sports editor of Our 
Sunday.Visitor, Catholic sheet, de- 
voted his entire space last 
to passing of the tented Ringling 
show. 

McGraw-Hill Publishing Co. Inc. 
has increased its capital stock’ frem 
1,200,000 shares at $5 par value to 
3.600.000 shares at $3 par value, 
according to a certificate filed with 
the Secretary of State at Albany 
by White & Case,.N. Y. C. 

_ Frank Clarvoe, former editor- 
in-chief of the Frisco News, Coast 
editorial rep of Scripps-Howard 
and now associate editor of the 
Santa Barbara Press, has a novel, 


issue 


|“The Wonderful Way,” appearing 
| early in September via Henry Holt. 
; Story of a minister. 


Random House, which is not due 
to publish “Bon Voyage,” by the 
husband-wife writing team of Jo- 
seph (“Desperate Hours”) Hayes 
and Marrijane Hayes, until spring 
57, states that there is “embarrass- 
ment to the Hayeses’ agents” be- 
cause “the N. Y. offices of several 
motion- picture companies have 
somehow gotten their hands on 
copies of the mss.” 


In an attempt to get the falter- | 


con- 


tome, | 





SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


By Frank Scully + 


Desert Springs, Aug. 14. 

To observers from Venus where I am spending part of my vacation, 
Operation Alert needs to be recut and perhaps some added scenes 
before it will rate the success its producers claim it is. The press- 
agents plugged it fore and aft as if it were another “Marty,” which in 
| solar circles is thought to deal with Martians. 
| The trouble was, in the L.A. area at least, that while 450,000 per- 
' sons were being mock-bombed to oblivion. Carol Morris, 20, of Obliv- 
| ion, Ia., 36-25-36, was being crowned as Miss Universe in a jampacked 
|Long Beach municipal auditorium while Miss Israel objected to being 
| photographed next to Miss Germany, and Al Teitelbaum, despite good 
notices from Joan Crawford, Dore Schary and Joan Caulfield, was 
being convicted of stealing nearly a quarter of a million of his own 
furs. 
| How could people be expected to keep their minds on their own 
| possible liquidation with juicy distractions like these? Not the meas- 
/urements of the bombs but Miss Germany’s was what most people 
| wanted to know. (She measured 40-21-36, but for once mere bigness 
/ didn’t win in California.) 
| Only a handful were interested in survival. CBS told us they would 


* 











be off the air from 1:15 to 1:30 and for us to tune in on 640 or 1240. 
The Conelrad radio warning system would be coming on on these 
wavelengths so that enemy bombers could not use the standard sta- 
tions to guide them to vital targets. We were not told where the con- 
trol, center was (in Southern Cal it was at the William S. Hart high- 
school, Newhall) and we were further told to keep off the telephones, 

Around Desert Springs that’s easy. We have one phone and seven 
parties are on it. Rancho Pancho is blessed with no phone, no door- 
bells, no door-to-door peddlers. We could get a phone in for $125, but 
when I offered a $50 bonus to keep it out, they got the idea that being 
eighth on a party line didn’t seem to me worth as much as a Swiss 
yodel. 


Nine Minutes Of Awful Silence 
voice that sounded like Pat 
commentators of NBC and CBS who 
from a secret station which sounded like Powerwrath but probably 
was Conelrad. The testimony went on for nine minutes and made 
one wish for the good old days, 10 minutes before, when Alka-Seltzer 
| signed off with an aspirin opera dealing with two young things mis- 
| understanding each other up to the very moment 459,000 persons 
were presumably killed and 375,000 burned to what Jimmy Durante 
|} in a lighter era used to call “a crips.” 

The commentator explained that Operation Alert was a survival 
plan against hydrogen bombs and it would be too late to start rehears- 


Then a Bishop or Frank Goss (news 


sound alike) began test-toning 


ing when the sirens started wailing. “I have a little advice for you,” 
he continued. 
What it was we will never know because the radio went dead and 


a frantic switching between 640 and 


1240 brought nothing but a dull 
l{hum, which is the dullest advice 1] 


ever got. My imagination began 


to run riot. Suppose some friendly pilot crazed by all this simulation 
joaded a real hydrogen bomb and let Long Beach and the beauties of 
29 triendly countries have it right between their trophie: Suppose 
the jury bent on clinking Al Teitelbaum got blown to areas where 
furbearing animals are a ruble a pelt Suppose the radioactive dust 
met a batch coming from Bikini and obliterated everything between 
Beach, Cali and Long Beach, N.Y. 

By the time these day-mares were resolved the 15 minutes were 
ove 10,000 Federal employee in Washington, D.C., had emerged 
from their bomb shelte: reporters 100 miles away had filed their 
copy that Conelrad was a success beyond the dreams of the Fed- 
eral CDA and target time was over. Millions had been “killed” by 
the simultaneous attack on a bunch of major cities with bombs 250 
more powerful than those which made a mess of Hiroshima. The L.A. 
Times building had been leveled, but by a miracle it was out with a 
o2-page paper the next morning advertising “factory fresh” cars at 
cut rates and even “reconditioned cigars,’ whatever they are. (Prob- 
ably made from the butts of Jack Benny’s el ropo segundos.) 

Nobody Home For Bombing 

Dick Sinclair of KFI after first assuring us the test was a success 
began dialing listeners to find out how they survived. The first dame 
' said she was tuned to 940 (which supposedly wasn’t in -the line of 
communications at all) and all she got was a request to write to Sac- 
ramento and report how good or bad the reception was. Sinclair 
|; turned to some music of *‘Oklahoma!” while trying some other num- 
bers to add to his snap tally. The secomd ene hadn’t even listened. 
A third said he got bad reception on 640 (NBC’s wavelength) but 
better on 1240. He might write a card to Sacramento if goaded hard 
enough. He said he was not only tired but retired. He lived over 
near Forest Lawn Cemetery. 


The next check was on cars. CDA was trying to find out how much 
gas Cars were carrying, it being explained that around L.A. at least 
any car without a full tank of gas could block thousands of cars try- 


fing to get through the passes. About 24 p.c. of those checked at 
Holywood and Vine had enough gas to get them to my ranch God 
forbid, 29 p.c. had half a tank and 8 p.c. had virtually none. These 
may have been traveling on atom power, for they were still rolling 
when flagged down. 

Dick Sinclair kept telephoning people and reported he guessed 
everybody had gone to the beaches because of 20 calls he could find 


nobody home. 


As they had been warned to stay off the phone, it is 


equally possible they wouldn’t answer it for love or money. Still, his 
guess may have been right as it was hot in town and lovely at the 
beaches. 

By the next day the theoretical dead had climbed to 696,000. This 
of course was only for the area of L.A., one ot the 75 cities singled 
out for the nuclear attack The number of injured had climbed to 
713,000. How the statisticians arrive at*such boxcar figures was esti- 


mated by the fact that supposedly 
dropped. 


two H-bombs and one A-bomb were 
The biggest, equal to 5,000,000 tons of TNT, was dropped in 


San Pedro Bay, the harbor of L.A. This it was figured would suck 
up millions of tons of water and pour it as radioactive rain over all 
Southern Cal. Unless you were a college football player and your 
hands were under the table for the weekly greasing, you’d be sure to 
be burned in such a deluge. 


Less Horsin’ With Orson 

| In many respects the drill was as exciting as when Orson Welles 
| released those Martians over the New Jersey marshes. Particularly 
| Was this true when nothing came through. Dead air has conditioned 
| people into thinking its favorite radio station has gone out to attend 
|a wake and under the circumstances standing by for instructions 
which never came, lent a certain excitement to those of us who were 
well out of the range of bombing, whether the thing was a mock- 
bombing or for real. 

It drove one guy to filing a permit to build a bomb shelter and 
this sort of activity may be expected to increase across the country. 
It may even extend to towns like Topeka, Kan., where tornadoes are 
not unknown but where at present our military are housed in boxes 
costing $125 a month with one bath and no cyclone cellar. 

My findings indicate that anybody spared a burning around L.A. 
had better put a match to the gasoline in his car and start walking 
toward the Mojave Desert equipped with a survival kit and a water 
bag. I'll meet him at Rancho Pancho, the Scully summer residence, 





| with some Scotch for his water. 
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Broadway 


Vet Songsmith Edgar Leslie in 
hospital for a checkup. 

Sterling Lord International Inc. 
chartered to conduct a literary and 
theatrical agency in New York. 

Major Albert Warner and Mrs. 
Warner in Saratoga for the racing. 
They are annual visitors to the 
Spa. 

Vet songsmith Henry I. Marshall 
(“Be My Little Bumblee Bee”), 73, 
in St. Michael’s Hospital, Newark, 
as result of a cerebral spasm. 

Robert Baral in Ft. Wayne, 
hometown, recuperating from sur- 
gery. After nurses saw him reading 
Variety they figured him for a 
celeb and service improved. 

Martin Shapiro, son of Robert K. 
Shapiro, managing director of 
Paramount Theatre, serving as as- 
sistant stage manager at St. John 
Terrell’s Musical Tent, Haddon- 
field, N.J. 

Zany Joe E, Lewis wires from 
Las Vegas, where he’s, per usual, 
at Beldon Katleman’s El Rancho 
Vegas: “Just finished your Golden 
Jubilee Issue. Congratulations 
from me too.” 

Bob Christenberry, Ambassador 
Hotels exec; -World-Telly column- 
ist Frank Farrell, Ray Heatherton 
and Peter Donald among _ those 
participating in the Times Square 
ceremonies opening an _ intensive 
Marine Corps recruiting drive. All 
are ex-marines. 





Paris 
By Gene Moskowitz 
(28 Rue Huchette; Odeon 4944) 


Joan Fontaine in to visit with 
sister Olivia De Havilland. 


Sol Hurok and wife off to Deau- 
ville for rest and the waters. 

“Mutiny on Bounty” (M-G) going 
into firstrun reissue here on wide- 
screen. 

Pier Angeli through on way to 
Riviera to star in “The Vintage” 
opposite Mel Ferrer and Michele 
Morgan. 

Olympia closed down for facelift 
and opens Aug. 23 with its new 
season with vaude show topped by 
Lena Horne. 

Mervyn Le Roy in after a spe- 
cial showing of his ‘‘Bad Seed” 
(WB) in Monte Carlo to Prince 
and Princess Rainier. 

Tony Martin, now shooting a pic 
in London, over for a weekend to 
visit with Billy Wilder. He is ac- 
companied by wife Cyd Charisse. 

Marc-Gilbert Sauvajon adapting 
two Anglo plays for production 
here next season. They are a Guy 
Bolton piece and Peter Ustinov’s 
“Romanoff and Juliet.” 

Two new femme shows opening 
to catch tourists looking for bare 
facts here. They are ‘“Frivolities 
Amoureuses” at the Comedie Cau- 
martin and “Strip Champagne” at 
the Theatre En Rond. Both have 
the usual risque sketches, vaude 
numbers and strippo bits, and- are 
average in the summer sweep- 


stakes. 
Madrid 
By Ramsay Ames 
(Castellana Hilton; 37-22-00) 
The 1956 “Holiday On Ice” show 





opened for nine days at Madrid's | 


bullfight plaza, the Monumental. 

Darryl F. Zanuck in to look over 
his “Sun Also Rises.” Crew started 
doing exterior scenes recently in 
Pamplona. 

Lola Flores opens’ with 
folklore company at the 
Champs-Elysees, Paris, in October 
at the finish of a Latin-American 
tour. 

Saturday Evening Post's 
Reese here to profile Sophia Loren. 
She plans to stay on in Madrid 
after she winds up her 
chore in “Pride and the Passion.” 

Mischa Elman, the 
Cuevas Ballet, ditto of Pilar Lopez, 
Hilde Guden, and Freidrich Gulda 
will perform for Sevilla’s third 
international festival (Sept. 21- 
Oct. 7). 

Flamenco singer Manolo Caracol 
(who discovered Lola Flores) and 
his new protege, Luisa Ortega, 
joining the company of Pilar Lopez 
for her presentation at the Teatro 
Calderon in September. 

Felix, charge d'affaires of the 
Restaurante Valentin, has opened 
a new spot in the Retiro. It is 
called Florida Park, and features 
cool out-of-doors comfort, luxurious 
food, and dancing to the mambos 
of Lorenzo Gonzalez. 

Actress Conchita Montes con- 
tinuing her presentations of Edgar 
Nevilles “El Baile’ (The Dance) for 
a second, and possibly a third, 
month at London’s Fortune Thea- 
tre. In September, actress and 
Writer-producer Neville, who is 
working now on a new translation 
of “Dance,” will take their opus 
to the U.S.A. 

Local No. 1 glamor girl Carmen 
Sevilla on her way to becoming an 
international favorite. When she 


her 


winds up her current “Desert 
Lovers,” opposite Ricardo Montal- 
ban in Italy, she comes back to her 
native Spain to do “Adventure for 
Two” opposite Richard Kiley for 
Paramount, and then “Pan, Amor, 
y Manzanilla” (Bread, Love, and 
Wine) with Vittorio DeSicca. 
Alberto Closas voted this year’s 
best actor at the San Sebastian 
Film Fest. Best picture was “Todos 
Somos Necesarios” (We Are All 
Needed); best director, Jose An- 
tonio Nieves Conde, for the same 
fim; and best writer, Gonzalez 
Aller, for script of the same. 
Award for the best color went to 





headed by Beverly Sills, doing the 
biggest biz of season sofar for tent 
theatres. 

Hollywoodites making quick per- 
sonals here range from Richard 
Widmark, plugging “Run for the 
Sun,” to Rhonda Fleming, in last 
week to drum up “Queen of Baby- 
lon.” 

Eve Roberts, singer who moved 
to New York recently, to double 
between Kornman’s Back Room 
and lead role in “Tea and Sym- 


pathy” for Chagrin Falls’ stock 
company during visit. 
Charles Wick, former Cleve- 


lander, here for chat with Frances 
Langford and Ralph Evinrude, one 
of his reported backers in new 
West Coast film production deal. 


new disk and husband's big yacht 
grabbed boffo space. 


Berlin 


By Hans Hoehn 
(76 02 64) 


Lotar Olias will write the musi- 
cal score for the French film ‘Bon- 
jour Paris—Bonjour l'Amour.” 

The German-Dutch coproduction, 
“Ciske—The Rat,” sold to several 
East European countries, including 
the Soviet Union and Poland. 

The local Steward Theatre, a 
U. S. soldier cinema, will be 
among the first 16m theatres in 
Europe to receive CinemaScope. 

“Solistin Anna _ Alt,” German 





Theatre | 


John | 


starring | 


Marques de | 


film made shortly before the end 
of the war, was shown via a spe- 
| cial performance at Filmbuehne 
Wien. Anneliese Uhlig, star of this 
| film, attended the show. 

| The U. S. Army is currently 
sponsoring a jazz contest in Eu- 
rope. All Army enlisted personnel 
|}now on active duty in Europe are 
eligible to participate as solo per- 
| formers or in a group act. 

Walter Koppel, head of Real- 
| Film (Hamburg), awarded with the 
| Grand Cross of the Order of Merit. 
| the highest distinction in the Fed- 
| eral Republic of W-Germany. It’s 
| the first time that it was given to 
|a film producer, 
en ee 
| . . 
| . Riviera 
| By Ed Quinn 
| Cy Howard relaxing at the Hotel 
Carlton, Cannes. 
| Jack Buchanan holidaying at the 
Beach Hotel, Monte Carlo. 

Greta Garbo in to “The Rock” 
her Riviera hideout at Cap d’Ail 
near Monte Cario. 


Charles K. Feldman popping up 


|at Monte Carlo, Antibes and 
|Cannes on Riviera vacation. 
Joan Fontaine guest of Prince | 


zon at Golfe-Juan, near Cannes. 

John Taras, 
for Marquis de Cuevas, now plan- 
{ning dances for the Monte Carlo 
| Dancing Stars at the Sporting Club, 
Monte Carlo. 

Gloria Swanson commuting be- 
tween Eze near Beaulieu and 
Rome. Actress is now scribing a 
gossip column. 

Audrey Hepburn and Mel Ferrer 
vacationing at Cap d’Antibes. 
then goes into “Ariane,” 
Wilder directing. 


Billy 


Gary Cooper came back to the | 


Cap d’Antibes Hotel for long stay 


with much swimming and sunbath- | 


ing at Eden Roc. 

Otto Preminger looked in for a 
few days at Cap d’Antibes before 
leaving for London to set produc- 
tion of ‘Joan of Arc.” 

The “Monte Carlo Story” pro- 
duction with Marlene Dietrich and 


but complained of heavy location 
expenses. 

Eddie Constantine and daughter 
Tania finished location work on 
“L’Homme et l’Enfant” (title of a 
big Constantine disk hit, “The 


Bluebird’’). 
Mervyn LeRoy, Dick Powell, 


Edgar Bergen and Georgia Gibbs 
contributed to Monte Carlo Red 
Cross Gala in presence of Prince 
Rainier and Princess Grace Patricia 
of Monaco. 





Italy’s “Un Po Di Cielo” (A Bit of | 


Sky). 
Cleveland 
By Glenn C. Pullen 
Erroll Garner on return Cot- | 
ton Club visit. ; A 
Musicarnival’s “Merry Widow, 


Promotion deal on Miss Langford’s | 


Ali Khan at his Chateau de l’Hori- | 


ex-choreographer | 


She j 


Vittorio de Sica finished work here | 


Leslie 


Eartha Kitt starred in commer- 
cial tv’s film, “24 Hours in Lon- 
don.” 

Cyd Charisse and son returned 
to Hollywood leaving Tony Martin 
behind to continue filming. 

Pamela Browne took over the 
Peggy Ashcroft role in “The Chalk 
Garden” at the Haymarket. : 

Mervyn LeRoy called in during 
a European visit he’s. been on in 
connection with “The Bad Seed.” 

Esther Williams, currently ap- 
pearing in her own aqua spectacle, 
| tossed a party to celebrate her 33d 
birthday. 

Eric Maschwitz bought the rights 
to Nevil Shute’s novel, “Beyond the 
Black Stump,” which he’s to turn 
into a tuner, 

Eric Porter succeeds to the late 
Frederick Valk’s role in Peter Us- 
tinov’s “Romanoff and Juliet” at 
the Piccadilly, 

The Lord Chamberlain banned 
“The Lonesome Road,” latest play 
by Philip King, author of current 
longrun “Sailor Beware.” 

Rita Hayworth, back from the 
Riviera where she’s been visiting 
her daughters, continues work on 
her latest pic, “Fire Down Below.” 

Illness of composer Benjamin 
'Brftten postponed preem of his bal- 
let, “Prince of the Pagodas,” origi- 
nally set for Covent Garden next 
month. 

Hugh Hastings, screen writer and 
author of “Seagulls Over Sor- 
rento,” planing to Hollywood for 
confabs with Al Manuel, his rep 
in the U.S. , 

“Summer Song,” British musical 
based on an incident in the life of 
Dvorak, being set for a country- 
wide tour under John Buckley’s 
sponsorship. . 

Leo Jaffe, veepee of Columbia 
Pictures, planed in for confabs 
with Mike Frankovich, Columbia’s 
UK topper and heads of indie pro- 
duction enterprises. 

Alicia Markova will guest at a 
ballet gala in the Festival Hall 
Sept. 7, as part of the sixth anni 
celebrations of founding of Lon- 
don’s Festival Ballet. 

Joan Crawford here to take up 
her role in the Remus production 
of “The Story of Esther Costello,” 
which will be distributed world- 
| wide through Columbia. 

Edith Evans, who suffered a re- 
lapse shortly before leaving hos- 
pital, is to take a short vacation 
|before returning to the cast of 
“The Chalk Garden” at Haymarket 
| Theatre. 
| Executive producer Maxwell Set- 
iton has signed Ella Raines, U.S. 
| legit and tv actress, to star opposite 
| John Mills and Charles Coburn in 
| his production, “Town on Trial,” 
| for Columbia. ; 
| Peter Daubeny, in association 
|with Leon Hepner, brought Les | 
| Ballets Africains back to Palace for | 
la threeweek run, after which they | 
| will present the Berliner Ensemble | 
| from East Berlin. 
| First tv presentation of a Fred-| 
| erick Lonsdale play will be beamed | 
|by Associated Rediffusion in Sep- | 


| tember with the production of Rod- | 








i/ney Ackland’s adaptation of “The | 
Last of Mrs. Cheyney,” starring | 


Margaret Lockwood. 
| BBC-TV to cover the preem of | 
“King and I” at the Carlton on, 
Sept. 11. Celebs will be _ inter- | 
viewed for tv’s “Picture Parade,” | 
imaking it the first live event of 
this kind ever covered by BBC-TV. | 
Derek Bond, “Picture Parade” | 
actor-interviewer, engaged by 20th 
to introduce the guests, 


F ealibert 


By Hazel Guild 
(24 Rheinstrasse; 776751) 
Columbia has announced seven 
German films on its new fall sched- 
|/ule in Germany. 
Astrid Varnay in Mainz to sing} 
|the lead in Beethoven’s “Fidelio” | 

at Mainz Gutenbarg Festival. 
Russia has bought three more} 
Austrian films—‘Mozart,” ‘Vienna | 
Dances” and “Symphony in Gold.” 
Finland’s controversial hit film, 
“The Unknown Soldier,” to be re- 
leased in Germany through Pallas 

Films. 





nightclub singer and actress to be| 
signed to a long-term contract by 
| Bavarian Films. 

Caterina Valente now filming 
| ‘Du Bist Musik” (You Are Music), 
a CCC-Gloria color film, under di- 
rection of Paul Martin. 

Tennessee Williams’ ‘‘The Rose 
| Tattoo” to open Oct. 15 at the City 
Stage in Essen. Inge Meysel and 
Karl John play the leads. 

Frances Bergen playing her first 
film role with June Allyson and 
Rossano Brazzi in Universal's ‘‘In- 
terlude,” filming now in Bavaria. 

“The Forgotten,” an _ original 
radio drama by Peter Adler, about 
the life of German Jews in Paris, 
to be aired on the German radio 
net Aug. 22. 

First jazz concert in the Soviet 
Zone now being held in Dresden. 
The Dresden Dance Symphony un- 





Sylvia Bossert is first Germans 


| time film’s ever opened at the sub- 
|sequgnt-run Regal, reflects jamup 


der direction of Guenther Hoerig 
is the headliner at current series 
of concerts. 

“Liebe Sommer und Musik” 
(Love, Summer and Music), now in 
work as a German-Austrian co- 
production in Salzburg, stars the 
twins Isa and Jutta Guenther and 
Joe Stoeckel. 

Jerry Sims here photographing 
newsreels for Walt Disney Mickey 
Mouse show on ABC-TV, showing 
happenings with American kids in 
Europe, including the Kinderlift, 
American Air Force airlift of Ger- 
man children from West Berlin. to 
holiday in free West Germany. 

Hollywood director Robert Siod- 
mak, currently filming ‘Mein 
Vater der Schauspiele.” (My Fath- 
er, the Actor) starring O. W. 
Fischer in Berlin-Spandau, is set 
for next United Artists co-produc- 
tion between American-Italy and 
France based on Thomas Mann's 
novel “Confession of Felix Krull.” 

“Interlude,” Universal produc- 
tion filming at Bavaria Studios and 
starring June Allyson and Rossano 
Brazzi, wound up on schedule last 
week, with only one day delay in 
shooting due to rain in Salzburg 
when filming there. Miss Allyson 
and husband Dick Powell are off 
to Rome to holiday with Brazzi and 


his wite. 
Scotland 


By Gordon Irving 
(Glasgow: Kelvin 1590) 


F"’-\urgh Festival Tattoo being 
tel 1 Aug. 25. 

C.....\ie Chester vaude unit to 
Capitol cinema at Aberdeen. 

Stanley Baxter waxing radio 
comedy series prior to September- 
October concert tour of Canada. 

John Cairney, Scot actor, to 
South of France for location lens- 
ing of Powell-Pressburger film, 
“Tll Met by Moonlight.” 

Toni McGettigan, 
Scot actress, won minor role in 
new musical “Let's Be Happy,” 
currently before cameras at Els- 
tree. 

Jimmy Logan, Scot comedian, 
took over emcee role in “Sunday 
Night at Blackpool” on indie tv. 
Regular compere Tommy Trinder | 
held up by bad weather in Lon-|! 
don. 

Christopher Plummer set for | 
title role in Stratford (Ont.)| 
Festival Company’s production of 
“Henry V" at Edinburgh Festival. 


20-year-old 





Douglas Campbell playing Pistol 
a ; also title role of “Oedipus | 
ex.” 


Munich 


By Karin Thimm 
(Saebenerstr, 54) 


German star Liselotte Pulver got | 
a contract for a French film. 

“The Harder They Fall,” with! 
Humphrey Bogart, new and big 
here. | 

Bruno Walter, who has not con- | 
ducted in Munich for 34 years, will | 
baton concert here. 

Italian actor Marcello Mastroi- | 
anni and French starlet Isabelle | 
Corey got the main parts in the| 
German-Bavaria film, ‘Maedchen | 
und Maenner” (Girls and Men), | 
which is being shot in Yugoslavia. | 

Old Cuvillies Theatre will be re-| 
mewed, since this doesn’t cost so | 
much as the rebuilding the big | 
National Theatre would. Most of | 


the famed Cuvillies interior deco- | 





|rations were saved after the old 
| playhouse was bombed. 


Prominent Indian film experts | 
visited the Bavaria studios and | 
talked about India-German film | 


exchange. They were Jagat Murari, | 
head of the film department in the | 
Indian government; producer Ajit | 
Bose and director Satyn Mitra. | 
Yugoslavian film director Fedor | 
Hanzekovic also visited Bavaria. | 





San Francisco | 


Richard Jackson Cumming, com- 


poser who lives here, has_ been | 
elected to ASCAP. 

Dick Einfeld set deal here last | 
week to open his ‘‘Mohawk” at | 
|\Irving C. Ackerman’s 400-seat 
Regal on Market Street, Frisco’s 
main stem, tomorrow (15). It’s first 


of big, holdover pictures ia Frisco 
during height of convention season. 


Westport, Conn. 


By Humphrey Doulens 


Dick Haymes at Stonehenge. 

Victor Gilbert opened his new 
roofdeck at Stonehenge. 

Joseph Verner Reed back from 
0.0.ing Central City and Stratford 
(Ont.) festivals. 

John Tyers joined his wife 
Helena Bliss at Jones Beach where 
she is in “Show Boat.” 

Barron Polan back from Coast 
and at his Redding farm, now 





setting Doretta Morrow’s new 


Hollywood 


Joan Fontaine and John Payne 
planed in from Europe. 

Roy Rogers to Akron as guest of 
annual Soapbox Derby. 

Jack Benny and Mary Living- 
stone back from England. 

Roger Corman to Honolulu to 
produce and direct “Shark Reef.” 

Sydney Boehm back into 20th- 
Fox after three months in Europe, 

Jack L. Warner, on his annual 
vacation, planed for Nice via Polar 
flight. 

Actor Larry Barton joined the 
Jack Donaldson agency as an as- 
sociate, 

James Stewart heading for an 
aerial tour of country to plug 
“Spirit of St. Louis.” 

American Cinema Editors will 
hold its first ACE Achievement 
Award presentation in September. 

Irving Greenwald joined the Ben 
Yost agency as veepee in charge 
of developing new talent. 


Boston 


By Guy Livingston 

Arthur Blake current at Brad- 
ford Roof. 

Helen Halpin opened Sunday (12) 
for week at the Frolic, Revere. 

Sylvia Sidney opened at Lee 
Falk’s Boston Summer Theatre in 
“Anniversary Waltz’ Monday (13) 
for week. 

Siobhan McKenna opens in a re- 
vival of “Saint Joan,” final produc- 
tion of Cambridge Drama Festival, 
at Sanders Theatre, Harvard, Wed- 
nesday (15). 

Brandeis U, Waltham, estab- 
lished an annual Creative Arts 
Awards in theatre, with two awards 
—a medal for achievement and 
$1,500 cash prize. 

Boston Symphony Orch got the 
official city sendoff Monday (13) in 
the Mayor's office before the 80 
members planed to Ireland for tour 
through British Isles, Europe, in- 
cluding Russia for first time. 


Chicago 

Richard Widmark in last week 
advancing his “Run for Sun” pic. 

Bob Weiner, ex-Columbia Pix 
pressagent, signed on with the 
Kuttner & Kuttner ad agency. 

Pressagent Victor (Rasputin) 
Weinshenker underwent surgery 
last week at Illinois Masonic hospi- 
tal. 

Holiday mag editor Ted Patrick 
day-and-dated here with the mag’s 
issue saluting the Windy City and 
Ijlinois. 

Jerry Field, ex-Universal Pic- 
tures flack, opeped his own public 
relations shop with Dan Belloc’s 
orch the initial account. 

Balaban & Katz prez John Bala- 
ban and veep Dave Wallerstein 
flew to Houston for a gander at 
Thrillarama film process. 


Minneapolis 
By Les Rees 


Local Fox Quartet 
Radisson Flame Room. 

Minneapolis Civic Opera 
presented ‘“‘Down in Valley.” 

Recording vocalist Russ Miller 
here for radio stations’ personal 
appearance. 

Hildegarde set for another Hotel 
Radisson Flame Room September 
engagement. 

John Stafford Jr. emcee for 
otherwise “All Girl Revue” at Per- 
sian Palms nitery. 

Mrs. Don Stolz, wife of Old Log 
strawhatter’s managing director, 
profiled in Minneapolis Star. 

Ralph Flanagan, Ralph Marterie 
and Glenn Miller orchestras played 
Prom Ballrooy one-nighters. 

Jan Pearce soloist with Minne- 
apolis Symphony for third of its 
series of five ‘‘under the stars” 
concerts at new baseball stadium 
here. 

Northwest Variety club postpon- 
ing from Sept. 7-8 to next spring 
scheduled ‘“‘world’s biggest” bingo 
party to raise funds for its heart 
hospital. 


Portland, Ore. 


By Ray Feves 

“South Pacific” continues to play 
SRO at Portland Civic Theatre for 
10th week. 

Helene Hughes inked to produce 
the stageshow at Oregon State Fair 
for 10 days opening Labor Day. 

“Inherit The Wind,’ starring 
Melvyn Douglas, signed for the 
—— first week in Septem- 

er, 

Joe Baris and Winged Victory 
Chorus, The Ryan Sisters and the 
Sparkletts held for second week at 
Amato’s Supper Club. 

20th-Fox star Felicia Farr set to 
make personals here Aug. 
Evergreen Oregon District Man- 
ager Oscar Nyberg is setting stiff 
schedule for date, since “Last Wa- 
gon” has a 187-playing-dates satu- 
ration program in Portland-Seattle, 


into Hotel 


Co, 





nightclub routine. 


Denver-Salt Lake area. 
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OBITUARIES 


JOHN T. LATOUCHE 

John Treville Latouche, 38, noted 
lyricist whose production credits 
mirrored the Broadway scene since 
the depression era, died of a heart 
attack Aug. 7 at his summer home 
in Calais, Vt. He arrived there only 
10 days previously after revising 
the folk opera, “The Ballad of 
Baby Doe,” which had its first per- 
formance July 7 at the Central 
City, Colo., Opera House. 

Latouche, who had a _ unique 
style and flair for the original, 
also wrote the lyrics for such 
works as “Cabin in 
“Banjo Eyes,” “The Golden Apple,” 
“Beggars Holiday” and “Ballet 
Ballads.” “Apple,” on which he 
collaborated with composer Jerome 
Moross, won laurels as the best 
musical of the 1953-54 season in 
an award bestowed by the N.Y. 
Drama Critics Circle. 

But perhaps best known of La- 
touche’s numbers is “Ballad for 


Americans,” a cantata which the 
lyricist himself once described as 
a “pamphlet for democracy.” At 








In Memory of My Dear Pal 


BILLY MURRAY 


August 17, 1954 
J. V. MARTINDALE 


the time of his death he was turn- 
ing out the lyrics for a musical 
version of Voltaire’s 
slated for a Broadway unveiling in 
the fall. 

A native of Richmond, Va., he 
won a scholarship to Columbia U. 
where he wrote the book and lyrics 
for the school’s varsity show. Suc- 
cess of the collegiate venture led 
him to a Broadway career. Among 
his earlier credits were sketches 
and lyrics he authored for the 
memorable revue, “Pins and 
Needles.” In addition he wrote a 
book, “Deep in the Belgian Con- 
go,” which was based upon his ex- 
periences as a member of an ex- 
pedition there. 

Surviving are his mother and a 
brother. He was the husband of the 
late Theodora Griffis, daughter of 


Stanton Griffis, former U.S. envoy 


to Spain and chairman of Para- 
mount Pictures’ executive com- 
mittee, 


—_—_——___.. 


LEETA CORDER 

Leeta Corder, 
in opera and legit musicals, died 
of cancer Aug. 10 in New York. 
She was seen as a featured player 
in “Blossom Time,” “The Last 


Waltz,” and with Willie & Eugene | 


Howard in “The Passing Show.” 
Miss Corder started about 1918 

with Roxy at the Rialto and Rivoli 

“heatres, N.Y. A coloratura sopra- 


no, she was later signed by the | 


Shuberts. She was one of the 
early singers on Edison records. 
Her operatic career was cut short 
ty World. War I. She was pacted 
by the Chicago Civic Opera, but 
outbreak of the war eliminated the 
season. She toured as a concert 
Singer instead. She worked on the 
Keith circuit witn her own act and 
with Jack MacGowan, who late: 
authored “Excess Baggage.’ She 
Was also in films and radio 

Survived by her husband, John 
F. Murray, who worked for a while 
on theatrical trade papers, includ- 
ing VARIETY and also as a press- 
agent. 

WILLIAM LOOS 

William (Billy) Loos, 70, of the 
Loos Bros. vaudeville harmony 


team, died Aug. 7 in Chicago. The’! 
sing- | 


Loos Bros. were “spotlight 
ers” during the heyday of the 
nickelodeon and helped plug such 
old hits as “By the Light of the 
Silvery Moon,” 
and others. 
spanned 
neered 


Their vaude career 
35 years and they 
in radio. 


Was foreman in 
Ernie, the other 
team, died in 1945. 

His wife, two daughters, and a 
sister survive. 


recent years. 
brother in the 





_ IRWIN ESMOND 

Irwin Esmond,'81, director of the 
Motion picture division of the N.Y. 
State Education department from 
1932 to 1945, died Aug. 6 in Al- 
bany. He served as chief film cen- 
sor for the state until 1945 when 
he reached the statutory retire- 
ment age. 

A graduate of Cornell U. law 
School, Esmond joined the Educa- 
tion dept. in 1915. He headed the 
motion picture division when the 
Controversial “Birth of a Baby” 
case arose, 


to Surviving are a son and daugh- 


the Sky,” | 


“Candide” | 


66, who appeared | 


“Moonlight Bay’ |} 
pio- | 


re Loos died in a| 
Chicago forest preserve, where he | 


bated 


JAY B. SMITH 

Jay B. Smith, 56, magician and 
enetime theatre manager, died of 
a heart ailment Aug. 9 in St. Louis. 
A native of Reading, Pa. he 
started his theatrical career as a 
youth when he joined an itinerant 
magic show. 

Smith, who toured for a time 
“with the Howard Thurston show, 
later managed a St. Louis theatre 
for the Skouras Bros. Although 
starting an undertaking business in 
1922, he gave magic shows for 
charity from time to time. 

His wife, two brothers and a 
| Sister survive. 


ALICE JOHN 
Alice John, 75, retired actress 








| 
| 


| 


| 


and one of the first members of | 


| Actors Equity, died Aug. 9 in Bing- 

hamton, N.Y. Her last Broadway 
‘role was in a revival of “Crime and 
Punishment” during the 1947-'48 
season. 


Born in Wales, Miss John made 
|her stage debut in Chicago. She 


| 
| 


| 


| 


for more than 30 years. ; 
Survivors include his wife and 
two sons. 


THALIA ZANOU 

Anita Lachmund, specialty dancer 
known professionally as Thalia 
Zanou, died Aug. 7 in New York 
after a long illness. Before World 
War 1 she trouped in vaude and 
appeared at the Radio City Music 
Hall, N.Y., among other showcases. 

Surviving are her mother and a 
brother and a sister. 


JULIA GABINET 

Mrs. William J. Caschler, 39, 
violinist known professionally as 
Julia Gabinet, died July 29 in 
Philadelphia. A graduate 


variety circles here. 
Her husband, son and daughter 
survive. 


ALBERT VEES 

Albert Vees, 71, for 50 years an 
actor and manager, died Aug. 4 
in Philadelphia. He appeared in 
plays with Elsie Ferguson, Fay 
Bainter, Francine Larrimore, Ju- 
dith Anderson and others. He 
managed and directed numerous 


later toured with Minnie Maddern | stock companies. 


| Fiske in such vehicles as “Vanity 

Fair” and “Salvation Nell.” Among 

|her other credits were “Berkeley 

Square” with Leslie Howard and 

| “The Swan” with Eva Le Gallienne. 
BLAKE SEWELL 

Blake Sewell, 44, orchestra lead- 


ler, and his 1ll-year-old daughter | joining Col, he was with Universal. | 
His wife, two sons and a daugh- | 


| were killed in a six-car crash Aug. 


Survived by two sons. 


TOMMY MANN 
Tommy Mann, 59, office manager 
of Columbia Pictures’ London 
branch for seven years and in his 
2lst year with the company, died 
Aug. 5 in Surrey, Eng. Before 


5 near Montreal. For years. he led | ter survive. 


| the Ritz-Cariton - Hotel orchestra 
in Montreal. Lately he had been a 
| printing salesman for the Montreal 
| Gazette, and had played at weekly 
dances in his home town of Mount 
| Royal, north of Montreal. 


in another car, which escaped), 


survive. 
RUSSELL MORRISON 
Russell Morrison, 72, actor-stage 
manager, died Aug. 12 in New 


York. He launched his career with 
|E. H. Sothern and Julia Marlowe 
| in Shakespearean repertory. He 
|also appeared in the original 1922 
'U.S. production of Pirandello’s 
| “Six Characters in Search of an 





His wife, another daughter (both 


| 


mother, brother and two sisters | con, Hollywood, Aug. 5. 


/Mother is 
| mont; 


| Author,” and in the off-Broadway | 


| revival last December. 

Recently. he had been preparing 
ja book of reminiscences 
| Sothern, Marlowe and the Barry- 


| 
| mores, 


‘ __———— 
| SCOTT HELT 
| Scott Helt, 49, patent adminis- 


| trator at the Allen B. DuMont Lab- 


| ter, 


| oratories Inc., in Clifton, N.J., died | 


| Aug. 9 in New York after a brief 
| illness. 
A veteran in the radio-tv field 
'for more than 32 years, he joined 
| DuMont in 1944. Prior to that he 
served as an engineer in numerous 
radio stations throughout the south 
and mid-west. 
Surviving are his 
mother and brother. 


wife, son, 


MILTON LUBAN 


| licist and former film reviewer for 
DaILy VARIETY, died Aug. 10 in 
Hollywood following a heart attack. 

In addition to several novels, Lu- 
ban screenplayed a number of pic- 
tures, including “Grand Canyon” 
and ‘‘Tough Assignment.” He was 
a former researcHer for Time mag 
in NY, and served as a paratrooper 
in World War II. 

_His wife and two daughters sur- 
vive, 


| MARIE O’NEIL 

Mrs. Marie O'Neil, C 
Thomas F. O'Neil, prexy of Gen- 
eral Teleradio and RKO Pictures, 
died in a fall from a N.Y. hotel 
window on Sunday (12). She- was 
the wife of Cyril F. O’Neil, brother 
|to W. O. O'Neil, boss of the Gen- 
| eral Tire empire, in which her hus- 
band was a veep and director. 

Mrs. O’Neil was described by a 
|} company’s spokesman as being in 
her mid-fifties. 





WALTER S. STANFORD 

Walter S. Stanford, actor and 
radio performer, died Aug. 6 in 
Lorain, O. In recent years he ap- 
peared with “King Jack’s Show” 
on WXEL, Cleveland, and also was 
seen in summer stock at the Char- 
don and Chagrin Falls strawhatters, 
both in Ohio. 

At the time of his death he was 
2 motion picture projectionist in 
Lorain. 





SAM WOOD 
Sam Wood, 64, manager of studio 
Maintenance on the Hal Roach lot, 
died Aug. 8 in Los Angeles follow- 
ing a heart attack. Before moving 
to the Roach studio he was associ- 
with the old Metropolitan 





Milton Luban, 46, novelist, pub- | 





aunt of | 


Jack Killifer, 58, film editor for 
25 years, died Aug. 6 in Hollywood. 
His wife survives. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Edward Nassour, 
Mother 
is former actress Sharon Douglas; 
father is a film producer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Albert Califano, 
daughter, Los Angeles, Aug. 5. 
actress Virginia Bel- 
father is maitre de at the 
Mocambo. 

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Grainger, 
son, New York, last week. Child 
is grandson of disk jockey Martin 
Block. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jose Ferrer, daugh- 
Santa Monica, Cal., Aug. 9. 
Mother is singer Rosemary Cloo- 


about | ney; father is an actor. 


Mr. and Mrs. Charles Harley, 
daughter, Chicago, Aug. 3. Father 
is a salesman at WBBM there. 


Mr. and Mrs. Gil Nelson, daugh- | 


ter, New York, Aug. 6. Father is 
with General Artists Corp. 


Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Scott, son, 
New York, Aug. 8. Mother is the 
former Stella Claire, a dancer; 
father is currently appearing in 
the Broadway production of 
“Fanny.” 

Mr. and Mrs. Athan Karras, 
daughter, New York, July 31.} 
Father is a singer, currently ap-| 


pearing on Broadway in 
Happy Fella.” 

Mr. and Mrs. Ken Ayers, son, 
New York, July 28. Father is a 
singer, currently appearing on 
Broadway in ‘Most Happy Fella.” 


MARRIAGES 


Margret McDonald to Dr. Ray- 
mond J. Rimmer, Fort Worth, Aug. 
ID. 
promotion for WBAP AM-FM-TYV. 

Lois Bannerman to John S. Sen- 
ior Jr., Hempstead, L. I., Aug. 11. 
Bride is a concert harpist. 

Jean Picker to Paul B. Firsten- 
berg, New York, Aug. 9. Bride is 





daughter of Eugene Picker, veep 
of Loew’s Theatres. 
EllenCobb Hill to Richard 


French, New York, Aug. 1. Bride is 
an actress; he’s WRCA-TV unit- 
supervisor. 

Jean Patterson Myers to Bruce 


i R. Sullivan, Delmar, N.Y., Aug. 4. 





Bride is women’s editor of Albany 
Times-Union and conductor of 
“Prudence Penny” show via 
WRGB-TV, Schenectady. — 
Adrienne Marden to Wendell 


| Holmes, Hollywood, Aug. 12. Bride 


and groom are screen players. 

Mary Williams to James Keeton, 
San Antonio, July 19. Bride is a 
cashier at the Majestic Theatre; 
he’s treasurer at the State Theatre 
is that city. 

Gloria Rand to William Shatney, 
Toronto, Aug. 11. Bride is a tv ac- 
tress; he’s an actor and tv play- 
wright. 

Gloria Jane Stroock to Leonard 
B. Stern, New York, August 12. 
Bride is an actress-daughter of 
James E. Stroock, president of the 
Brooks Costumes Co.; he’s a tv 
writer for “The Phil Silvers Show.” 

Beatrice Ruth to Bob Williams, 
Cohasset, Mass., Aug. 10. Bride 
is singer-actress at South Shore 
Music Circus there; he’s N.Y. Post 
scribe, 


of the| 
Philadelphia Conservatory of Mu- | 
sic, she was widely known in Philly | 


“Most | 


Bride is director of publicity- | 








of it. 





jlate Billy Murray, who by 


Presidential ‘Theme’ Songs 


Continued from page 67 


the Democratic nominee, Alton B.| lin D. Roosevelt; 
Parker, this wri'er doesn’t know | McAdoo, A. Mitchell Palmer, Rabbi 
But there were at least two ’Stephen S. Wise, Bainbridge Colby, 
campaign songs, both of which the Homer S. Cummings and Senator 
then | Robert S. Owen. 


| had become the most popular re- | 


| cording artist, sang for Columbia. 
|The Republican entry was “We 
Want You, Teddy, for Four Years 
| More”; the Democratic, “Goodbye, 
|'Teddy, You Must March, March, 
March.” For thg record, Murray 
in private life was a Republican. 
‘Tammany’ 

This was the period of “Tam- 
many,” written by Vincent Bryan 
and Gus Edwards when they were 
asked to entertain at a Tammany 
Hall celebration. It became the 
unofficial anthem of the N. Y. City 
Democra ic organization and was 
widely recorded with topical refer- 
ences to “Big Bill’ Devery, a police 
chief fired by Tammany, and other 
events and characters of bygone 
years that make the original lyric 
rather baffling to 1956 hearers. 
| Bryan and Edwards also paid their 
lrespect and disrespect to the Re- 
publicans by wri ing “G. O. P.,” a 
comic ditty that both praised and 
satirized their subject. The lyrics 
are as dated now as those of “Tam- 
many.” 

There were few campaign songs 
in 1908, although Rosie Lloyd and 
Monroe H. Rosenfeld did come 


in honor of the 
inee, William Howard Taft. 


fepublican nom- 
But 


, more action. 


through with “B-I-Double L-Bill,” | 


for the first time in political his- | 


tory, both major candidates—Taft 


| and the Democratic nominee for 
ithe third time, Wm. Jennings |! 
| Bryan... made a series of records 


outlining their policies. They 


'spoke for both Victor and Edison | 


(Victor set up special recording 
equipment at White Springs, Va., 
where Taft vacationed), and Edi- 
son announced the Bryan records 
'were the biggest sellers they had 
ever issued. The people may have 


bought Bryan’s records but they 
'voted for Taft. who was easily 
elected. Perhaps in gratitude to 
Victor for courtesies at White 
Springs, Taft set up a “Victrola 
corner” in the White House. When 
Bryan became Secretary of State 
under Woodrow Wilson, Edison 


happily chortled that “Mr. Secre- 
tary” had just bought a New Edi- 
son Diamond Disk instrument. 
T.R.’s Campaign Song 

In 1912, Theodore’ Roosevelt 
tossed a crimp into Taft’s re-elec- 
tion hopes by bolting the G. O. P. 
and running for president on the 
Progressive ticket. Roosevelt 
made several Victor and Edison 
records, and Taft and Wilson both 
| recorded for Victor. So did Champ 
Clark, speaker of the House, who 
gave Wilson a tough fight for the 
Democratic nomination. 

The big campaign song of 1912 
| was one that didn’t directly men- 


tion politics. Called “The Mis- 
souri Houn’ Dawg Song,” its cor 
rect title was “They Gotta Quit 
| Kickin’ My Dawg Aroun’,” and it 
| was noisily sung by Clark’s sup- 
| porters, who felt that their man 
|had been given unfair treatment 
through some of Bryan’s conven 
tion maneuvers. The ‘“‘Houn’ Dawg” 
song has lasted well enough to 


receive occasional latterday record 
ings by hillbilly virtuosos. 

| Woodrow Wilson and his Repub- 
'lican opponent, Charles Evans 
Hughes, made no records in 1916, 
and this historian can’t recall ever 
reading or hearing of any song 
boosting Hughes, who for all his 
brilliant intellectual qualities was 
regarded as something of a human 
iceberg. Wilson’s “‘keep us out of 


war” stand was praised in such 
numbers .as “We Take Our Hats 
|Off to You, Mr. Wilson” and “‘l 
Think We've Got Another Wash- 


ington And Wilson is His Name.” 


| There was also a votes-for-women 
| plea, in serious contrast to the 
| good many comic songs that had 
been written about the bomb- 


throwing, street fighting tactics of 
the suffragettes. It was called 
“She’s Good Enough to be Your 
Baby’s Mother,” and it contained 
the cogent argument that if a 
woman was good enough “to be 
the mother of Woodrow Wilson, 
she’s good enough to vote with 
you.” 
° Speeches on Wax 
Campaign songs were missing 


in 1920, but Columbia issued a Na- 
tion’s Forum series of speeches by 
the leading politicians of the time. 





by their presidential nominee, 








William Gibbs 


Aside from various recordings of 
“The Sidewalks of New York,” the 
1924 campaign had probably only 
one recorded souvenir, “The Tea- 
pot Dome Blues,” named for the 
oil lease scandals which the dis- 
sension-torn Demorcrats exploited 
without much effect as a campaign 
Issue, 

The 1928 campaign brought 
A lot of folks in N. Y. 
City thought Al Smith was going 
to be elected president, even if 
few people in other sections did. 
Lew Brown and Al Von Tilzer 
hoped they had a campaign hit in 
“He's Our Al,” but though a num- 
ber of popular recording artists 
made platters of the ditty it wound 
up as a dog. Billy Jones & Ernie 
Hare sang several waxings of a 
“Gallagher and Shean” type num- 
ber, “Mr. Hoover and Mr. Smith,” 
in which, because of the lyrical 
structure, the successful Hoover 
invariably topped Smith's wise- 
cracks. Amos 'n’ Andy recorded a 
presidential campaign skit for Vic- 
tor. They evidently had no illu- 
sions about who was going to win, 
because the platter ended with Al 
Smith walking into the White 
House—“Herbert Hoover had sent 
for him.” 

Depression Themes 

In 1932, with the “Brother, Can 
You Spare a Dime?” theme pre- 
valent in depression-ridden pop 
music, the Democrats gave the na- 


tion a_ psychological lift with 
“Happy Days Are Here Again,” 


originally issued as a routine pop 
song two or three years before. 
Otherwise there was little com- 
paign music and apparently no re- 
cordings other than radio transe- 
criptions of Hoover and Roosevelt 
speeches. Four vears later there 
was still a dearth of musical en- 
thusiasm, but the Republicans 
gleefully played on the air record- 
ings of Roosevelt's 1932 promises 
and contrasted them with his per- 
formances To no effect, since 
Roosevelt carried 46 states 

In 1940 it looked for much of the 
campaign as if.the Republicans had 
a better than fair chance to keep 
FDR from getting a third term. 
There was a Willkie song called 
“Thank God We’ve Found the 
Man,” and Willkie made a recorded 
address in which he appeared to 
be asking the suffrages of his fel- 
low “Americans.” Roosevelt didn’t 
record, but there was a “Vote for 
Roosevelt” song—strictly run-of- 
the-mill stuff, like the one for 
Willkie. 

Roosevelt’s speech asking for a 
declaration of war was widely re- 
corded off the air, and several 
years ago Victor issued an album 
of 12-inch 78rpm platters, contain- 


ing the recorded voices of all the 
American presidents from the first 
Roosevelt to Truman But since 
1940, Berlin’s “Ike” ditties have 
dominated. 

There have been other Berlin 
items, for sundry military and 
patriotic causes, such as “Angels 
of Mercy” specially written for the 
American National Red Cross: 
“Arms For The Love of America” 
‘American Ordnance Assn.). “Any 
Bonds Today” (Treasury’s bond 


drive), “I Paid My Income Tax To- 
day” ([reasury Dept.), “I Threw A 
Kiss In The Ocean” (Navy Relief 
Society), “President’s Birthday 
Ball” (National Foundation For In- 
fantile Paralysis), and of course 
the soldier show, “This Is. The 
Army,” was replete with songs 
such as “American Eagles.” “The 
Army’s Made A Man Out Of Me.” 
“How About A 


! Cheer for the 
Navy,”, “I Left My Heart at the 
Stage Door Canteen,” “This Is The 
Army Mr. Jones” and “With My 


Head In The Clouds.” 


SUES CINERAMA. 


Widow of Blackton Charges Illegal 
Appropriation 
Hollywood, Aug. 14. 
The widow of the late J. Stuart 
Blackton, picture pioneer and 


‘founder of the old Vitagraph Co., 


from the record companies’ lists | 


The Democrats were represented | 


Ohio Governor James M. Cox; the | 
vice presidential nominee, Frank-' Thomas and Merian C, Cooper. 


has sued for unauthorized use of 
clips in a Cinerama production. 
Now Mrs. William P. S. Earle, 
widow asks $500,000 damages, an 
injunction and deletion of the foot- 
age. 

Besides Cinerama those named 
include Stanley Warner, Lowell 
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ROBERT CLARY 
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Hotel Radisson, 
MINNEAPOLIS 


tobert Clary makes his local bow 
brilliantly. There probably has 
never been a nitery performer here 
to display more sheer vocal gusto, 
bounce and vitality on the amusing 
side than this tiny ball-of-fire 
Frenchman whose reputation had 
preceded him, judging by the 
warmth of his reception and the 
near-capacity premises. 

... swift pacing and rare liveli- 
ness as he exploded in dynamite 
fashion with numbers sung and 
performed differently, and en- 
hanced by rib-tickling gestures, 
grimaces, prancing and incidental 
business. Every number clicked. 
Rees, 
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Direction: WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 
























Engagements 
this past 
Season: 


HOTEL PIERRE 
New York 


EL RANCHO VEGAS 


Las Vegas 


FONTAINEBLEAU 


Miami 


MOCAMBO 


Los Angeles 


BLACK ORCHID 


Chicago 


TOWN CASINO 
Buffalo 


CHEZ PAREE 


Montreal 


RADISSON HOTEL 


Minneapolis 





Television: 
e MAX LIEBMAN 


SPECTACULARS | 
(NBC-TV) 


@® ROSEMARY CLOONEY 
SHOW 


@ PANTOMIME QUIZ 
CBS-TV 


(Second Season) 
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Personal Management: JERRY SINGER 



































